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. may well be faid, that Henry IV. The Acceffen of 


4! "x Richard was committed Priſoner to the 
ef Tower ; for we do not find that he ever 
did one Act of State afterwards (a). 
: The new-elefted King did not claim 
the Crown by that Right only, as judging it too pre- 
carious; but trumped up a much worſe Title to it, 
by drawing his Pedigree from Edmund, firnamed Crouch» 
back, as eldeſt Son to King Henry III. when it was 
then, and is now notorious, that the ſaid Edmund 
was only Second Son to Henry III. On the Day 
of his tion, however, he took more Strings to 
his Bow ; and by Proclamation, then made, he claim'd 
the Crown of England, Firſt, by Conqueſt ; Secondly, 
becauſe King Richard had refigned that Dignity, and 
Vo. II. A deſigned 


(a) The laſt that we find, in the Public At, is dated at Vinnie, 
September 20th, the Day before he was ſent to the Tower, 


began his Reign at the Inſtant King King Henry IV. 
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King Henry IV. deſigned him for his Succeſſor; and Laſtly, becauſe he 
was of the Blood Royal, and next Her-Male (o) unto 
Ki Richard. | „ 
We ſhall not diſpute any further the Validity of any 
of theſe Titles: The ſtrongeſt Arm then carried it; ſor 
there was another Perſon, then in Being, who, after 
the Death of King Richard, without Iſſue, had been 
5 proclaimed Heir Apparent to the Crown. } 


his was Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March, Son to 
Roger Mortimer, ſlain in Ireland,who was deſcended from 
Lionel, Duke of Clarence, elder Brother 5 Duke of 
Lancaſter, King Henry's Father, by his Mother Philip- 
pa, only Daughter and Heir to the ſaid Lionel. And 
© therefore, ſays another Hiſtorian (c), the ſaid Edmund 
thought himſelf nearer Heir Male to the Sutebſſſon 
© of the Crown, as indeed he was, than he that, by 
* Colour of Right claiming it, carried it by Dint of 
6 Sword.“ But this Earl well conſidered, that the. 
Torrent of the Times was far too impetuous for him 
to withſtand, and therefore wiſely withdrew himſelf | 
from all publick Affairs, to his Caſtle and Barony of 
Wigmore in Herefordſhire, where he lived a private Life 
for ſeveral Years. For, as Mr Rapin well obſerves, F 
he had no other Way to ſecure his Repoſe, and even 
his Life, againſt the Suſpicions of a Prince whoſe In- 
tereſt it was to deſtroy him. And, it was but too pro- A 
bable that the new King would embrace the firſt Oc- m. 
caſion to free himſelf from the Uneafineſs, which ſuch a WW. 
Rival could create (d). 

But, let the Steps to the Throne have been never ſo | 
flippery and dangerous, Henry found himſelf ſafely pla- * 
ced in it, and fortified there by the Sanction of the two 
Houſes of Parliament. Some Hiſtorians have hinted, is: 
that the Lower Houſe was hardly brought to conſent | 
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| to the Depoſition of the late King; but, at length, was | 
| + overawed by the great Ones, to a Compliance with it ian 
| (e). But this does not appear upon Record by the Pro- t b. 

ceedings wit 


(b) Heres Malut, indeed, quoth Edmond Mortimer to his Secret ner 
Friends, and ſo is the Pyrate to the Merchant, when he robbeth bim of © XCe 
all he hath. Sir Jobn Hayward, P. 99. : 

(e) Hall's Chronicle, Fol. X. 2 
4) Ropin's Hiſtory of England, Fel. Edit. P. 484. 
e] Sir Jobn Hayward, — Biondi's Hiſt, of the Civil Wars, P. 41. 
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called, and was to meet at Veſiminſter on the 6th of 
Ottober — 
We have ſufficiently taken Notice what colluſive 

7 Doings had been acted in calling theſe two Parlia- 
ments, the latter of which was to meet fix Days after 
the former was diſſolved; but were indeed the ſame 
individual Perſons, both in Lords and Commons, as the 
former (/. 

M. Rapin makes a juſt Reflection on this Piece of 
3 Chicanery, which we ſhall give in his own Words as 
follows: 

To proceed according to Cuſtom, the Repreſen/ 
© tatives muſt have been choſen anew. But Henry 
did not think fit to run the Riſque of a leſs favour- 
able Parliament than that which had ſo heartily eſpou- 
ſed his Cauſe. He was contented, therefore, with 
XZ © impowering the ſame Repreſentatives to make, with 
X © the Houſe of Lords, a new Parliament under his 
Authority. I ſhall not venture to decide, whether 
this Proceeding was ſome what irregular, or authoriſed 
by any former Precedent. But, be that as it will, 
the ſame Parliament met again on the 9th of O#79- 
ber (g), as if called by the new King. 

We ſhall now proceed to quote from more certain 
Authority, which is the faithful Abridger of the Parlia- 
mentary Records themſelves; advertiſing the Reader, 
that, ſince now Dr Brady and Mr Yrrel are both ſilent, 
to avoid a Repetition of needleſs Notes, the Sub- 
ance of Parliamentary Proceedings, in this and ſome 
ucceeding Reigns, are wholely taken from Sir Robert 
Cotton's Abridgment of them; and, where any Matter 
Ws _— otherwiſe, the Authors ſhall then be re- 
mark' d. 

But, it cannot be amiſs in the Beginning of this Par- 
liament, to give the Names of the Peers ſummoned to 
t by the ſecond Writ, in Henry's Name : And as theſe, 
ich the Peers called to the firſt, ſtand, in the Abridg- 
ent, on two oppoſite Pages, there is no Difference 
Wxcept in the Names of the Kings; and, in the former, 
Fir Thomas Erpingham is put as Warden of the Cinque 
k A2 Ports, 


7 IS 368 IB. S. Fa. 


(f) See Val. I. p.. $02. | | | 
(z) Rafin, Vol. I, p. 484. — He ſhould have faid the 6th, 


ceedings of the next Parliament, which Henry had King Henry IV; 
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King Henry Iv. Ports, which in the other he is not. The firſt Writ is 
thus directed, Rex [Richardus] &c. dilefio Conſanguinto 
ſus Henrico Duc Lancaſtriæ Salutem, &c. apud Weſt- 
monaſterium in Craſtino 8. Michaelis proximo future. 
Tefie Rege apud Ceſtriam xxix Die Auguſti. The 

A Parliament Other is, Rex Henricus] c. Henrico Duct Lancaſtria 

eall'd at Weſt = fuo] &c. apud Weſtmonaſterium, in Feflo Sant. 

minſter. idis Virginis, ſexto Die Octobris, 1399. Teſte Rege 
apud Weſtmonaſterium, 30 Septembris. Next follow 3: 
the Names and Titles of the Peers (Y). N 


Edmond Duke of York, William, Lord Clinton, | 

Edward Duke of Albemarle, Thomas, Lord de la Ware, 

Thomas Duke of Surrey, Stephen, Lord Scrope of 

John Duke of Exeter, Maſbam, 

an Marqueſs of Dorſet, William, Lord Ross o 
as de Beauchamp, Earl Hamlate, 
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of Warwick, Henry, Lord Fitz- Hugh, | 
Aubrey de Vere, Earl of William, Lord Ferrers of 


Oxford, Greby, 
Edward Courtney, Earl of T homas, Lord Morley, 
even, Richard, Lord Scrope, 
John de Montacute, Earl of Hugh, Lord Burnel, N 
arum, Damas, Lord Berkeley of | 
Henry Percie, Earl of Nor- Berkeley, | 
thunberland, ohn, Lord Welles, 
Eqdward, Earl of Stafford, Phil p, Lord Deſpencer, | 
Michael de la Pole, Earl of Almaric, Lord St Amand, | 


Suffolk, Ralph, Lord Cromwell, 
Thomas de Percie, Earl of Ralph, Lord Lumley, 
MWorcgſter. Ralph, Lord Greyflock, Þ| 
Thomas le Deſpenſer, Earl Robert, Lord Harrington, | 
of Glceſter, ohn, Lord Dar, 4 
Ralph Nevile, Earl of Walter, Lord Fitz-IWalter, | 
Weſtmoreland, William, Lord Willoughby, 


Thomas, Lord de Camois, Fohn, Lord Cobham, 
on Lord Baurchier, William, Lord Dacre, | 
John, Lord Charleton de William, Lord Nevile of | 
Powys, Hallomſbire, , 

| Rithard, , 


(b) There is a Miſtake in Dugdale*s Summons to Parliament, in pla: 
cing the Writs for calling a Parliament at York, the firſt Year of thi 
King, inſtead of the Second; and putting it before this Parliament at 
Weſtminſter ; as the Dates of the Writs, themſelves, will evidently ſhew 
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Richard, Lord Seymore, * Reginald, Lord Grey of 
William Beauchamp, Lord Ruthin, 
Ber gavenny, Thomas, Lord Bardo of 


Jobn, Lord Lovell, of Tich- Wormgay, 
Robert, Lord Scales, 


marſh, 
Richard, Lord Grey of Co- Peter, Lord Mauley. 
donore, 


On Monday, being the 6th of October, theſe Peers, 
with the Biſhops and Commons of England, being aſ- 
ſembled in the Great Hall at Veſiminſter, and the new 
King placed in the Royal Throne ; by his Command, 
Thomas Arundele, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, declared, 


King Heary IV, 


The Archbiſhop 


That this Parliament was ſummon'd by King Rich- r — 
* ard, to be held the Tueſday next beſore. Which informs them of 


© Summons was annull'd and made void by the Accept- 
ing of the Renunciation of the faid King Richard, 
and Depoſing of him; which was done the ſame Day 
© in the Preſence of the King, Lords and Commons, 
© as by the Proceſs hereafter to be read would appear. 
He then told them, That this moſt famous Realm, 
© abounding in all Felicities, had been long governed 
* by Children and young Counſellors, and would, ut- 


© terly, have been ruined and waſted, had not God 


* ſent a wiſe and diſcreet Man to govern the ſame, 
s who meant, by God's Help, to be governed himſelf 
dy the wiſe and old Heads of the Realm.” 

Aber this he took for his Text theſe Words out of 
Maccabees, Incumbit nobis ordinare pro Regno, i. e. It is 
the King's Will to be governed by the honourable, diſcreet, 
and ſage Men of the Realm, and by their common Conſent ; 
and not by his Mill or Humour, to rule the ſame. He further 
laid great Streſs on this, That this Nation, of any 
under the Sun, might beſt ſupport and live within 
© itſelf, alledging for Authority this Adage, Quad inter 
* Regna, hoc Principatum tenet. 

To theſe he added, That to every good Govern- 
ment Three Things were required; Firſt, Juſtice ; 
next, That the Laws ſhould be duly obſerved ; and 
© laſtly, That every Degree of Men, in their ſeveral 
* Vocaiions, ſhould be encouraged and protected.“ He 
brought many Reaſons why this Nation ought to be 

A 3 | well 


King Richard's 


Depoſition, 


King Henry IV. 
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well governed, and ſaid, © That their new King in- 
« tended ſtrictly to obſerve theſe three Points. F 
He concluded with acquainting them, That Hen- 
© xy, their King and Lord, meant to be Crown'd on the 
Monday following, after which he would wholely ad- 
dict himſelf to the Care of the Common-wealth ; 
and deſired the Commons that they would conſent 
© to have the Parliament continued to the Tueſday 


„following.“ After this Harangue was ended, Henry | | 


Percie, Earl of Northumberland, and Conſtable of Ang- 
land, demanded of the Lords and Commons, whe- 
ther they would agree to this Continuance, who, be- 
ing all and ſeverally examined, conſented thereto, 

en the Receivers and Tryers of Petitions for Exg- 


und, Ireland, Wales, and Scotland, were appointed, 


with thoſe for Ga/coigny, and other Places beyond the 
Seas, With the Ifles. 

The next Thing they went upon, was to read the 
Record of the Renunciation of King Richard II. with 
their Acceptance of the ſame, and the Depoſition of the 
ſaid King, as follows: 


The Roll of Parliament ſummoned and holden at Weſt - 
minſter, on the Feaft of St Faith the Virgin, in the firfl 
Year of the Reign of King Henry IV. after the Con- 
queſt, Membrane XX. 


The Record and Proceſs of the Renunciation of King Rich- 
ard II. after the Conqueſt, and likewiſe the Acceptance 
7 he (op Renunciation, with the Depoſition of the 
ſame King Richard afterwards enſuing (i). 


© TE it remembered, that on Monday the Feaſt of 
6 St Mihael the Archangel, in the three and twen- 
© tieth Year of the Reign of King Richard II. the 
© Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and other Perſons of 
© Note; that is to ſay, the Lord Richard le Scrope 
* Archbiſhop of York, John Biſhop of Hereford, _— 
* Ear 


(i) It was printed, from an atteſted Copy, in the original Languages, 
by Sir Neger Teoiſden, at the End of his Edition of the Decem Scriptores 
Hiſtorig Anglicane, Col. 2743. But, this Tranſlation is taken from the 
Hiſtory of the Life and Reign of Richard II. by a Perſon of Quality, $va, 
Lend. 168 1. p. 192, Ce. 
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© Earl of Northumberland, and Rapb Earl of 1V-/more- King Henry 


« /and; the Lord Hugh de Burnel, Thomas Lord de 
« Berkeley, the Prior of Canterbury with the Abbot of 
« Weſtminſter, William Thyrning, Knight, and Jahn 
 Martham, Juſtices ; Thomas Stew and John Burbache, 
Doctors of Laws, Thomas de Erpingham and Thomas 
Gray, Knights, William de Feryby and Dionyſius Lap- 
cam, Publick Notaries, firſt deputed to the Act un- 
der- written, by the Aſſent and Advice of ſeveral of 
© the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and of the Judges 
© and others, ſkilful as well in the Civil and Canon 
Law, as in the Laws of the Realm, aſſembled at 
« T/eftminſter in the uſual Place of Council; did about 
* Nine of the Clock come to the Preſence of the faid 
King, being within the Tower of Landon: And it be- 
ing recited before the ſaid King, by the faid Earl of 
* Northumberland, in the Behalf of all the reſt before- 
© named, ſo as aforeſaid joyned with him: How the 
© ſaid King heretofore at Conway in North-Males, (+) 
being at Liberty, did pramiſe unto the Lord T homas 
* Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the Earl of Northum- 
© berland, that he would yield up and renounce the 
© Crown of England and France, and his Regal Maje- 
< jeſty, for Cauſes of his Inability and Inſufficiency, 
© there by the (aid King himſelf confeſſed, and that in 
© the beſt Manner and Form the ſame could be done, 

© as Counſel learned ſhould beſt order; the faid King 
© before the ſaid Lords and others above-named, here- 
* unto benignly anſwer'd, That he would with Effect 
© accompliſh, what before in that Behalf he had promiſed, 

© but defired to have ſome Diſcourſe with his Couſins, 

« Henry Duke of Lancaſter, and the faid Lord Archbi- 

© ſhop of Canterbury, before he fulfilled ſuch his Pro- 

© mile. 

* Afterwards the ſame Day after Dinner, the ſaid 
© King much affecting the Coming of the faid Duke 
of Lancaſter, and having long waited for him, at laſt 
© the ſaid Duke of Lancafler, the Lords, and others 
© above-named, and alſo the faid Archbiſhop of Can- 
* terbury, did come to the Preſence of the ſaid King in 
© the Tower aforeſaid ; the Lords de Roos, de Vil- 
* Eughby, and de Bergavenny, and very many others be- 

o ing 


(&) Sce Vol. I. p. $00, 


Ry 


IV, 
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King Henry IV. ing then there preſent ; and after the ſaid King had 
© had Diſcourſe with the faid Duke of Lancaſter and 
© Archbiſhop, exhibiting a merry Countenance here 
© and there amongſt them to Part thereof, as appeared 
© to thoſe that ſtood round about; at laſt the ſaid King 
© calling to him all that were there preſent, did publickly 
© ſay before them, That he tvas ready to make the Re- 
© nunciation, and to renounce and recede, according to the 
© Promiſe by him made as aforeſaid. And ſo forthwith, 
© although, as was faid unto him, he might have made 
© ſome Deputy to have ſerv'd as the Organ of his 
© Voice, for avoiding ſo tedious a Labour as the reading 
© of the ſaid Ceſſion and Renunciation, reduc'd by 
others into a Schedule of Parchment; yet the faid 
King, very willingly as appeared, and with a plea- 
© fant Countenance, holding the faid Schedule in his 
© Hand, faid, That he himſelf would read it, and di- 
© ſtinAly read the ſame through: And alſo did abſolve 
© all his Liege People, and renounce, and recede, and 
c ſwear, and other Things did ſay and pronounce in 
© Reading, and did ſubſcribe it with his own Hand, as 
< is more fully contained in the ſaid Schedule; the Te- 
© nor whereof is ſuch. 


N the Name of G O D, Amen. 7 Richard, by the 
The Form of K. ® Grace of God, King of England and France, and 
Richard's Ref - Lord of Ireland, do abſolve the Archbiſhops, B ſhops, and 
nation of the other Prelates of Churches, ſecular or regular, of whatſo- 
ever Dignity, Degree, State, or Condition they be ; the 
Dukes, Margueſſes, Earls, Barons, Vaſſals and Vatua- 
ers; and all and every my Liege People whatever, Ec- 
clefra/ticks or Seculars, of all the ſaid Kingdoms and Do- 
minions, by what Nane ſoever they are known, from the 
Oath of Fealty and Homage, and other Oaths what/ce- 
ver to me made, and from all Bond or T ye of Leigiance, 
Royalty, and Dominion, whereby they have been or are 
obliged, or otherwiſe in any Manner bound unto me, 
And I do free, releaſe, and acquit them and their Heirs 
and Succeſſors for ever, from the ſaid Oaths and other 
Obligations whatſever. And I do diſmiſs them free, un- 
looſen, quit and x Immunity, as far as relates to my 
| Perſon, to every Effett of Law which may follow from 2 
| remi 
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3 Premiſes, or am A them. And I de purth, of my own king Heary rv, 


Accord, ſimply and abſolutely, in and by the beſt Manner 
ay and Form that may be, in theſe Writings, Renounce 
and totally Reſign, al! Kingly Dignity and Majeſty, and 

the Crown and Dominion and Power of the ſaid King- 
dom and Dominions, and all other my Dominions and 
X Poſeſſions, or any Way belonging or appertaining unto me, 
2 by what Name /cever they may be reckon'd up within the 
aforeſaid Kingdoms, or elſewhere ; and all Right and Co- 
ur of Right and Title, Poſſeſſion and Daminion, which 
at any Time I have had, now have, or by any Means ſhall 
have in or to the ſame, or any of them, with their univer- 
ſal Rights and Appurtenances, or any Dependencies howe- 
ver, on them or any of them : And alſo the Rule and Go- 
vernment of the ſaid Kingdoms and Dominions, and their 
Adminiſtration, and all Manner of meer and mixt Em- 
pire and Juriſdiction to me in the ſaid Kingdoms belong- 
ing, or that may be belonging ; and to the Name of King, 
and the Honour, Regality, and Celjitude Royal, — 
voluntarily, ſimply, and abſolutely, by the beſt Manner 
Way and Form that the ſame can be done in theſe Writ- 
ings, I do Renounce, and them do totally Reſign, and 
in Deed and in Word diſmiſs and quit the ſame, and from 
them do recede for ever. Saving to my Succeſſors Kings 
of England, the Rights to them or any of them belonging, 
or that ſhall any Way belong. in the ſaid Kingdoms or Do- 
minions, and all other the Premiſſes for ever. And I ds 
confeſs, acknowledge, repute, and truly and out of certain 

Knowledge, do judge myſelf to have been and to be utterly 
inſufficient and unuſeful for the Rule and Government of 
the ſaid Kingdoms and Domin ons, with all their Appurte- 
nances : And that for my notorious Demerits I deſerve to 
be depoſed. And J do fiwear upon theſe Holy Goſpels of 
God, by me corporaliy touch'd, that I will never at? con- 
tram to the ſaid Reſignation, Renunciation, Diſmiſſion, 
and Ceſſion ; nor any Way oppoſe the ſame in Deed or in 
Word, by myſelf or any other or others : Nor will, as much 
as in me lies, permit the ſame publickly or privately to be 
contraried or oppojed ; but the ſaid Renunciation, Reſig- 
nation, Diſmiſſion and Ceſſion, will for ever eſteem ra- 
= *:fied and well-pleaſing, and firmly bold and obſerve the 
' ſame 


King Henry IV 
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ſame in the whole and in every Part ; ſo God me help, 
and theſe Holy. Goſpels of God, 


T the before-named King Richard do here ibe 
mh with my own Hand. * | 


© And preſently to the ſaid Renunciation and Ceſſi- 
© on, the faid King added by Word of Mouth, That 7 | 
© it lay in his Power the ſaid Duke of Lancaſter /hould 
© fucceed him in his Kingdom. But becauſe, as he ſaid, 
© this did not depend on his Pleaſure, he did eſt the 
© ſaid Archbiſhop of York, and Biſhop of eford, 
< whom he for that Time had conſtituted his Procura- 
© tors, to declare, and intimate ſuch his Ceſſion and Re- 
© nunciation to the States of the Kingdom, That they 
© would be pleaſed to fignify to the People, his Will and In- 
«© tention in that Behalf. And in Token of ſuch his 
Will and Intention, did then and there openly pluck 
© off the Golden Ring of his Signet from his own Fing- 
© er, and put it upon the Finger of the ſaid Duke of 
Lantaſter, defiring as he affirmed, that the fame 
might be made known to all the States of the Kingdom. 
Which being done, taking their Leaves on both Sides, 
© they all went out of the ſaid Tower, to return to their 
< Lodgings. | 
© But on the Morrow, viz. Tueſday the Feaſt of St. 
© Jerome, in the great Hall at Fe/tminfter, in the Place 
© honourably prepared for holding the Parliament, the 
* ſaid Archbiſhops of Canterbury and York, and the 
© Duke of Lancaſter, and other Dukes and Lords, as 
< well Spiritual as Temporal, whoſe Names are under- 
© written, and the Commons of the ſaid Kingdom, aſ- 
* ſembled'in a great Multitude in Parliament, being 
© preſent, and the ſaid Duke of Lancaſter being ſeated 
© in a Place due to his Quality, and the Chair of State , 
being ſolemnly adorn'd with Cloth of Gold, 
© but then empty, without any Perſon whatever pre- 
E ſiding therein; the above named Archbiſhop of 
Pri, in the Name of himſelf, and of the ſaid Bi- 
© ſhop of Hereford, according to the Order of the faid 
King, did publickly declare the Ceſſion, and Renun- 
© ciation, to have bcen ſo made by him as aforeſaid, 
wich 
Or Royal Throne. ; 


e e 


= 


© very of his Signet. And the ſaid Ceſſion and Re- 
s nunciation, did there cauſe to be read by another, 
© firſt in Latin and then in Exgliſb. | 

* Immediately after which, it was demanded of the 
© Eſtates and People there preſent, to wit, firſt of the 
© Archbiſhop of Canterbary, to whom, by Reaſon af the 
£ Dignity and Prerogative of his Metropolitan Church 
© of Canterbury, it belongs in this Behalf to have the 
* firſt Voice amongſt the reſt of the Prelates, and No. 
© bles of the Realm, Whether, for their mw and 
« the Utility of the Kingdom, they would be pleaſed to ad- 
© admit ſuch Renunciation and Ceſſion. And the ſaid 
© States and People, judging from the Cauſes by the ſaid 
© King himſelf, in bis Renunciation and Ceſſion afore- 
* ſaid, fignified, that the ſame was very expedient, did 
© each Man ſingly by himſelf, and in common with the 
People, unanimouſly admit the ſaid Ceſſion and Re- 
* nunciation. 

After which Admiſſion, it was then and there pub · 
© lickly declar'd, that beſides ſuch Ceſſion and Renun- 
© ciation, ſo as aforeſaid admitted, it would be very ex- 
« pedient and profitable to the Kingdom, for the re- 
© moving of all Scruples, and taking away ſiniſter Suſ- 
© picions, that very many Crimes and Deſects, by the 
© faid King about the ill Governance of his Kingdom 
© yery often committed, reduc'd into Writing by Way 
© of Articles, by Reaſon of which, as himſelf affirm'd 
© in the Ceſſion, by him made, he was delervedly to be 
© depoſed, ſhould be publickly read, and declared to the 
People. And ſo the greateſt Part of the ſaid Articles, 
© were then and there read through. The Tenour of 
6 all which Articles is ſich. 

But yet in the Roll, before the Articles, there are firſt 
theſe Words. 

© Here followeth the Form of the Oath, that is 
© uſed and accuſtom'd to be taken by the Kings of Eng- 
© land, at their Coronation ; which the Archbiſhop of 
© Canterbury hath uſed to require and receive from the 
* ſaid Kings, as in the Books of the Pontifical of the 
* Archbiſhops and Biſhops, is more fully contain'd. 

Which Oath, Richard II. after the Conqueſt of 
© England, did take at his Coronation ; and the ſame 

© was 
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© with the Subſcription of his Royal Hand, and Deli- King 


The Articles 


King Henry Iv. © Was adminiſtred by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
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© and the very ſame Oath the King afterwards repeat - , 
© ed, as in the Rolls of the Chancery may more fully 
© be found of Record. 

© Thou ſhalt keep to the Church of God, and People, en- 
© tire Peace and Concord in God, according to thy Power, 
© The King ſhall anſwer, Iwill keep them. 2» 

Thou ſhalt in all thy Fudgments cauſe to be done, equal 
© and right Juſtice, and Diſcretion, in Mercy, and in 
* Truth, according to thy Power, He ſhall anſwer, 7 
© will ods. | 

« Thou doſt grant the juſt Laws and Cuſtoms, as ſhall 
© be held, and dſt promiſe the ſame ſhall by thee be pro- 
© tefled, and for the Honour of God corroborated, quas 
< yulgus elegerit, which the People ſhall chuſe, to the ut- 
C 2 of thy Power. He ſhall anſwer, J do fo grant 
" promiſe, 

To the aforeſaid Queſtions, ſuch others are added as 
© ſhall be juſt, and all Things being ſo pronounced, te 
King by his own Oath on the Altar, before all the 
* Aſſembly, confirms and promiſes, that he will keep | 
© and obſerve the ſame, 


Then follow the Objections or Articles againſt the 
King, touching his Depoſition. | 7 
Aprimis, It is objected againſt King Richard, that 
1 whereas by Reaſon of his ill Government, viz. His 
iving away the Goods and Poſſeſſions belonging to his 
own, and that to Perſons unworthy ; and his indiſ- 
creet ſquandering the ſame away otherwiſe, and to that 
End impoſing, without Cauſe, Collections and other 
grievous Burthens on his People, more than they were 
able to bear; and alſo innumerable other Evils by his 
Aſſent and Command perpetrated ; there were by the 
whole Parliament certain Prelates, and others, Tempo- 
ral Lords, elected and aſſigned, who might with all 
their Power, and at their own Charges, faithfully la- 
bour about the juſt Government of the Realm: Vet 
the King cauſing a Conventicle to be held by him, with 
his Accomplices, the ſaid Lords, as well Spiritual as 
Temporal, ſo occupy'd about the Safety and Profit of 
the Kingdom, did propoſe to impeach of High T lu 
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ſon ; and did violently draw the Ju of the King- 
dom, for fear of Death and Corporal TI ortures, to ſuch 
his wicked Purpoſe, moſt vigorouſly ſtriving to deſtroy 
the ſaid Lords (m). 

II. The faid King lately at Shrewsbury, cauſed ſeve- 
ral, and the greater Part of the Judges, to come before 
him and his Favourites privately in a Chamber, and by 
Menaces, and various Terrors, and ſuch Affrightments 
as might fall even upon Men of conſtant Reſolutions, 
did induce, cauſe, and compel them ſeverally to anſwer 
certain Queſtions there propounded, on the Behalf of the 
King; concerning the Laws of his Kingdom, beſides, 
and againſt their Will, and otherwiſe than they would 
have anſwered, had they been at Liberty and unforc'd. 
By Colour of which Anſwers, the ſaid King purpoſed to 
have proceeded afterwards to the Deſtruction of T homas 
Duke of Gloucefter, and the Earls of Arundel and War- 
wick, and other Lords, againſt whoſe Deeds and Beha- 
viour the ſaid King was much incenſed, chiefly becauſe 
they defir'd the faid King to be under good Guidance ; 
but Providence withſtanding it, by the Reſiſtance and 
Power of the ſaid Lords, the King was not able to bring 
ſuch his Defign to Effect (u). 

III. When the Lords Temporal defending them- 
ſelves, had withſtood his Malice and Fraud, and the 
faid King had prefix'd a Day for holding his Parliament, 
to do them and other Inhabitants of the Realm, Juſtice 
in that Behalf, and the ſaid Temporal Lords, were 
quietly and peaceably gone home, and at reſt in their 
Houſes, in Hope and Confidence of the faid Parliament, 
the King ſecretly ſent the Duke of Ireland with his Let- 
ters and Standard towards Cheſter, and there gathered 
Multitudes in Arms, and cauſed them to riſe againſt the 
ſaid Lords, the Nobles of the Kingdom, and Servants 
of the State, publickly erecting his Standard againſt 
the Peace which he had ſworn to keep. From whence 
Slaughters of Men, Captivities, Diſſentions, and other 
infinite Miſchiefs, did enſue throughout the whole 
Kingdom ; by which Act he became guilty of Per- 


Jury (o). a 
Iv. Although the ſaid King had in full Parliament, 


and 
(m) Vol. I, p.460. (n) Ibid, p. 483. (e] Bid, p. 458. 
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and by the Aﬀent thereof, pardoned the faid Duke of © 
1 Ghee, and Earls of Arundel, and Warwick, and al! 
their Aſſiſtants, and others, all Offences ; and had fol- 
many Years ſhewn Signs of Peace and Love, to the 
ſaid Duke and Earls, and to the reft appeared with a 
pleaſart and benign Countenance. Yet the faid King 
always and continually bearing Gall in his Heart, did 
at laſt, taking an Opportunity, cauſe the ſaid Duke of 
Ghcefter, the Uncle of him the faid King, and alſo the 
Son of Edward the late King of England, of happy 
Memory, and Conſtable of England, then humbly go- ⁵ 
ing to meet the faid King, in folemn Proceſſion 3 and 
the ſaid Earls of Arundel, and Wartvich, to be taken 
and arreſted ; and him the ſaid Duke out of the King- 
dom of England, to the Town of Calais, did cauſe to be 
led, and there impriſoned, and under the Cuſtody of the 
Earl of Nottingham, one of the Appellors of the fad 
Duke, detained, and without Anſwer, or any lawful 
Proceſs whatſoever, did inhumanly and cruelly cauſe 
to be ſuffocated, ftrangled, and murqęred. And the 
Earl of Arundel, though he pleaded as well the Gene- 
ral Pardon, as a Pardon afterwards to him ſpeciall 
granted, and defired Juſtice to be done him, yet in his 
Parliament, encompaſſed with armed Men, and innu- 
merable Archers of the People by him gathered to that 
Purpoſe by Preſſing, did damnably cauſe to be behead- 
ed. And the Earl of Warwick, and Lord Cobham, did 
commit to perpetual Impriſonment ; wickedly and a- 
gainſt Juſtice, and the Laws of his Kingdom, and his 
expreſs Oath, confiſcating their Lands and Tenements, 
as well Fee-fimple, as Fee-tail, from them and their 
Heirs, and giving the ſame to their Appellors (p). 1 
V. At the fame Time, that the King in his Parlia= 
ment cauſed the Duke of Glaceſter, and Earls of Arun- 
del and Warwick, to be adjudged, that he might more 
freely exerciſe his Cruelty upon them, and accompliſh # 
his injurious Will in other Matters, he gathered to 
himſelf a great Multitude of Maleſactors of the County Mi 
of Chefler ; of whom ſome paſſing with the King 
through the Kingdom, as well within the King's Pa- 
lace as without, did cruelly kill the Liege Subjects of 
the 


i | | (ep) Vol. I, p · 469, &c, 
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did plunder the Goods of the People, and refuſe to pay 
ſor their Victuals, and did raviſh and violate their 


Wives, and other Women; and though there were 
= prievous Complaints, of ſuch their Exceſſes, brought 


to the Hearing of the ſaid King, yet the ſaid King did 


J not regard to cauſe Juſtice to be done, or any Remedy 


thereupon, but did favour the ſaid Troops in ſuch 
their Evil- Doings, truſting in them and their Guard, 
againſt all others of his Kingdom; for which Cauſe, 
the faithful People of his Kingdom bad great Matter 
of Commotion and Indignation (9). 

VI. Although the ſaid King by his Writs, cauſed 
Proclamation to be made throughout the whole King- 
dom, that he had cauſed his Uncle the Duke of Glo- 
ceſter, and the Earls of Arundel and Warwick, to be 
taken and arreſted, not for any Aſſemblings or Troop- 
ings by them formerly made within the Kingdom of 
England, but for very many Extortions, Oppreſſions, 
and other Things by them afterwards done, and per- 
petrated, againſt his Royalty, and Kingly Majeſty ; 
And that it was not his Intention, that any of the Fa- 
mily of the ſaid Duke, and Earls, or of their Follow- 
ers at the Time of ſuch Aſſembling, and Trooping, 
ſhould for that Occaſion be moleſte, or aggrieved ; 
yet the ſaid King, at laſt, in his Parliament, did not 
impeach the ſaid Lords for Extortions, Oppreſſions, or 
any ſuch Matters, but for the Aſlemblings and Troop- 
ings aforeſaid did adjudge them to Death; and very 
many of the Family of the ſaid Lords, and others, who 
were following them at the Time of ſuch their Aſſem- 
bling, and Trooping, he did, for Fear of Death, force 
to make Fine and Ranſom, as Traitors or Rebels, to 
the great Deſtruction of a great Number of his People. 
And ſo he did ſubtlely, fraudulently, and maliciouſly 
decetve the ſaid Lords, and their Domeſtics, and the Peo- 


ple of his Kingdom (r). 


VII. After very many of thoſe Perſons ſo making 
Fine and Ranſom, had obtained of the King, his Let- 
ters Patent of tull Pardon in the Premiſes, they could 
not reap any Commodity by ſuch Letters of Pardon, 

"tall 
(2) Vol, I. p. 488, (r) Ibid. p. 466, 


the Kingdom, and ſome they beat and wounded, and King Henry Iv. 
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King Henry IV. till they had made new Fines, and Ranſoms, for fay- | 
ing of their Life, whereby very many were impo- 
veriſh'd ; which was a great Derogation and Diſhonour 
to the Name and State of a King. 

VIII. In the laſt Parliament held at Shrewſbury, the 
faid King purpoſing to oppreſs his People, ſubtlely _: 
procured, and cauſed it to be granted, that the Power 
of the Parliament, by the Conſent of the States vf this ? 
Kingdom, ſhould remain in certain Perſons, to determine, 
after the Diſſolution of the Parliament, certain Petiti- 
ans in the ſaid Parliament exhibited, but then not diſe 
patched. By Colour of which Grant, the Perſons ſo 
deputed proceeded to other Things generally touching 
that Parliament. And this with the Will of the King; 
in Derogation of the State of Parliament, and the great 
Damage of the whole Kingdom, and pernicious Ex- 
ample. And that they might ſeem to have ſome Co- 
lour and Authority, for ſuch their Doings, the King 
cauſed the Parliament Rolls to be altered and blotted at 
his Pleaſure, againſt the Effect of the ſaid Grant (s). 
IX. Notwithſtanding the ſaid King at his Coronation © 
had ſworn, That in all his Tudgments, he would cauſe 
to be done equal and right Fuſtice, and Diſcretion, in 
Mercy and Truth, according to his Power ; yet the ſaid 
King rigorouſly, without all Mercy, did, amongſt other 
Things, ordain, under grievous Penalties, that none 
ſhould ſue for any Favour, or intercede with the ſaid 
King, for Henry Duke of Lancaster, being baniſhed, ® 

whereby the ſaid King did act againſt the Bond of Cha- 
rity, raſhly violating his Oath aforeſaid (). 

X. Although the Crown of the Kingdom of Eng- 
land, and the Rights of the ſaid Crown, and the King- | 
dom itſelf, have in all Time paſt, been ſo free, that 
our Lord the Pope, nor any other without the King- | 
dom, ought to concern himſelf about the fame ; yet 
the aforeſaid King, for the Corroboration of ſuch his 
erroneous Statutes, did make Supplication to our Lord 
the Pope, that he would confirm the Statutes ordain'd 
in his laſt Parliament, whereupon our Lord the Pope | 
granted his Apaſtolict Letters, in which grievous Cenſures | 
are denounced againſt any that ſhould preſume -. Ln. A 
gf 


oy 


(5) Did. p. 492. (t) Ibid. p. 495. 
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Thing to act contrary to the ſaid Statutes; all which King Henry Iv. 


are well known to tend againſt the Crown; and Royal 
Dignity, and againſt the Statutes and Liberties of the 


| # ſaid Kingdom (u). 


XI. Although the Lord Henry, now Duke of Lan- 


1 caſter, by the King's Command had preferred his Bill 
touching the Stare and Honour of the King, againſt the 
Duke of Norfolk, and the fame had duly proſecuted ; 


ſo that according to the King's Order, he had exhibit- 
ed himſelf in all Points prepared for the Combate. And 
the ſaid King had declared, that the ſaid Duke of 
Lancafler had honourably performed his Devoir as much 
as in him lay, and this by a Decree publickly pro- 
claimed before all the People aſſembled at the ſaid 
Combate : Yet the ſaid King, without any legal Rea- 
ſon whatſoever, did cauſe and command the faid Duke 
to be baniſh'd for ten Years, againſt all Juſtice, and 
the Laws and Cuſtoms of this Kingdom, and the Law 
of War in that Behalf, thereby damnably incurring 
Perjury (x). 

XII. After the ſaid King had graciouſly granted by 
his Letters Patents, to the Lord Henry now Duke of 
Lancaſter, that in his Abſence whilſt he was baniſh'd, 
his General Attornies might ptoſecute for Livery to 
him to be made of all Manner of Inheritance or Suc- 
ceſſions belonging unto him, and that his Homage 
ſhould be reſpited, paying a certain reaſonable Fine; he 
injuriouſly did revoke the ſaid Letters Patent, againſt 
the Laws of the Land, thereby incurring the Crime of 


rom (y). 

ll. Notwithſtanding that it was Enacted, that 
every Year the Officers of the King, with his Juſtſces 
and others of the King's Council, ſhould chooſe She - 
riffs for all the Counties of England, and name them to 
our Lord the King, according as to their Diſcretion 
and Conſcience ſhould ſeem expedient, for the Good 
and Utility of the Kingdom, the ſaid King hath cauſed 


| Perſons to be made Sheriffs, not ſo nominated or elected, 


but others according to the Capricio's of his Pleaſure, 
ſometimes his Favourites or Creatures, and ſometimes 
ſuch as he knew would not oppole his Humour, for his 
. II. B own 
(n) See before, Vol. I. p. 486, (x) Bid. p. 494+ (7) bids 5. 497. 
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King Henry IV. own and others private Advantage, to the great Grie- 
vance of his People, and againſt the Laws of his King- 
dom; thereby notoriouſly incurring Perjury. (⁊) | 

XIV. At ſuch Time as the aforeſaid King requeſted, ® 
and had of very many Lords and others of his King- 
dom, divers Sums of Money by way of Loan, to be 
paid again at a cert in Term, notwithſtanding the faid 
King faithfully promiſed by his ſeveral Letters Patent 
to the ſeveral Perſons of whom he borrowed the ſaid 3 
Monies, that at the Term limited as aforeſaid, he would 4 
repay the ſame z yet he did not fulfil ſuch his Promiſe, 
nor are they yet ſatisfied the ſaid Monies, whereby 
ſuch Creditors are much agrieved, and not only they, 3 
but many others of the Kingdom repute the King un- 
faithful. 8 27 

XV. Whereas the King of England, by the Revenue 
of his Kingdom, and the Patrimony belonging to his 
Cron, is able to live honeſtly, without the Oppreſſi- 
on of his People, as long as the Kingdom is not bur- * 
den'd with the Charge of Wars; yet the ſaid King, in l 
a Manner for his whole Time during the Truces be- $3 
tween the Kingdom of England and its Adverſarits, 2 
hath not only given away a great, yea indeed the great- 
eſt Part of his ſaid Patrimony, and this to unworthy 
Perſons; but allo hath further impoſed on his Subjects 
fo many Burthens of Monies granted, as it were every i 
Year-of his Reign, that thereby he hath extremely and 
too exceſſively oppreſſed his People, to the Impoveriſh- * 
ment of. his Kingdom; not converting the Goods ſo 8 

- levied to the Commodity and Profit of the Kingdom of 
England, but prodigally ſquandering it away for the 
Oſtentation of his Name, and in Pomp and Vain-Glo- 
ry: Whilſt great Sums of Money are owing in his 
Kingdom for the Victuals of his Houſhold; and other 
Things bought, though he hath abounded with Riches 
and:T reaſurcs more than any of his Progenitors, A 

XVI. Tre ſaid King not willing to keep or protect 
the juſt” Laws and Cuſtoms of his Kingdom, but ac- 
cording to his Arbitrary Will to do whatſoever ſhould i 
occur to-his Deſires; ſometimes and very often, when 
the Laws of his Kingdom have been expounded — = 

f declar 8 4 


0) See Vol. I. p. 606. 
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4 declared to him by the Judges and others of his Coun- ging Heniy Iv 6 
cil, and that they have deſired that he would do Juitice 

d. Waccording to thoſe Laws, hath expreſly and with an 

angry and haughty Countenance, ſaid, That his Laws 


4 were in bis Mouth ; and ſometimes, That they were in 
ig 1s Breaſt: And, that He himſelf alone could make and 
nt cbange the Laws of his Kingdom: And being ſeduced - 


id with that Opinion, did not ſuffer Juſtice to be done 
14 to very many of his Liege People, but by Threats and 
Terrors hath forced very many to ceaſe from the Pro- 
yy iecution of Common Juſtice, 

XVII. That after certain Statutes had been made in 
Parliament, which always bind till they are ſpecially 
Frevok'd' by the Authority of another Parliament; the 
ſaid King deſiring to enjoy ſuch Liberty that no ſuch 
Statutes ſhould ſo bind him, but that he might do and 
execute his Pleaſure, ſubtilly procured a Petition to be 
preferred in his Parliament on Behalf of the Common- 
Jalty of his Kingdom, and to be granted to him in gene- 
ral, That he might be as free as any of his Progenitors 


„rere before hin: By Colour of which Petition and 
t. FConceſſion the ſaid King hath very often commanded 
ny very many Things to be done againſt ſuch Statutes un- 
i repealed; acting therein expreſly and knowingly againtt 
ry zhis Oath taken in his Coronation, as aforeſaid (a). 

M XVIII. Although it was Enacted and Ordained, 
h- that no Sheriff ſhould hold his Office above one Year 


ogether, but that three Years ſhould paſs, before he 
ſhould be again admitted to that Office; the ſaid King 
Lichard ſometimes for his own fingle Commodity, and 
ometimes at the Inſtance of others for their Advan- 
age, hath permitted and cauſed certain Sheriffs to 
and and remain continually in their Offices, ſometimes 
wo, ſometimes three Years, againſt the Tenor and 
Effet of the Statute aforeſaid, thereby incurring Per- 
Nury; and this is notorious, publick, and generally ill 

Wpoken of. | 
XIX. Although by the Statute and Cuſtom of his 
Realm in the calling together of every Parliament, his 
People in the ſeveral Counties of the Kingdom ought 
o be free in chooſing and deputing two Knights to be 
B 2 preſent 
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ing Henry Iv. preſent in ſuch Parliament for each reſpective County ; 


and to declare their Grievances, and to proſecute ſuch 
Remedies thereupon, as to them ſhall ſeem expedient : 
Yet the atoreſaid King, that in his Parliaments he 
might be able more freely to accompliſh the Effects of 
his Head-ſtrong Will, did very often direct his Com- 
mands to his Sheriffs, that they ſhould cauſe to come 
to his Parliaments as Knights of the Shire, certain Per- 


ſons by the ſaid King named (+), which Knights being his 


Favourites he might lead, as often he had done, 
ſometimes by various Menaces and Terrors, and ſome- 
times by Gifts, to conſent to thoſe Things as were pre- 
Judicial to the Kingdom, and exceeding burdenſome to 
the People; and eſpecially to grant to the ſaid King a 
Subſidy on Wool for the Term of his Life, and ano- 
ther Sublidy for certain Years, thereby too grievouſly 
oppreſling his People (c). 

XX. The ſaid King, that he might more freely ful- 
fil and follow in every Thing his own Arbitrary Will, 
did unlawfully cauſe and command, 'T hat the Sheriffs 
throughout his whole Realm, beſides their ancient ac- 
cuſtomed Oath, ſhould ſwear that they would obey all 
his Commands, as often as they ſhould be directed to 
them, under his Great and Privy Seal, and alſo his 
Letters under his Signet : And that in caſe the faid 
Sheriffs ſhould come to know that any within their 
Bailiwicks, of whatſoever Condition they were, had 
publickly or ſecretly ſaid or ſpoken any Ill, that might 
tend to the Diſgrace or Scandal of his Royal Perſon, 
they ſhould arreſt and impriſon them, there ſafely to 
be kept *all they ſhould receive Command from the 
King to the contrary, as may be found in the Record; 
which Fact may probably tend to the Deſtruction of 


many of the Liege People of the ſaid Kingdom. ay 


XXI. The ſaid King ſtriving to trample under Foot 
his People, and Gbtilly to acquire their Goods to him- 
ſelf, that he might abound in ſuperfluous Riches, did 
cauſe the People of Seventeen Counties of the Realm 
to ſubmit themſelves to the King as Traitors, by Let- 
ters under their Seals ; by Colour whereof he got mighty 
Sums of Money to be granted him by the Clergy and 

1 People 
(5) See Vol. I. p. 406. (c) Bid. p. 486, 
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Will and Favour: And though to pleaſe the People, 
the King had cauſed thoſe obligatory Letters to be re- 
ſtored, yet the Procurators of the People having full 
Power granted them to oblige themſelves and their 
Heirs to the ſaid King; he the ſaid King cauſed them 
under their Seals to be bound to him in the Name of 
the ſaid People, and ſo deceived his People, and ſubtil» 
ly extorted from them their Goods, 

XXII. Although the ſaid King at his Coronation 
had ſworn to keep the Liberties granted to the Church 
of England, yet the ſaid King, by Reaſon of his Voy- 

into Feland, did by his Letters command ve 

many Religious Perſons, viz. Abbots and Priors of his 
Kingdom, ſtrictly requiring that ſome of them ſhould 
ſend to him certain Horſes ; and ſome of them not 
only Horſes, but alſo Waggons and Carriages for his 
faid Voyage, or in Lieu thereof great Sums of Money 
in the ſaid Letters expreſſed : By which Manner of 
Writing, he forced many of ſuch Religious out of Fear 
to fulfil his Will and Command, whereby they were 
heavily impoveriſh'd and oppreſs'd, in manifeſt Deroga- 
tion of Eccleſiaſtical Liberty; by which Pretext the 
faid King Richard did incur Perjury. 

XXIII. In moſt of the great Royal Councils, when 
the Lords of the Realm, the Judges and others, being 
charg'd that they would faithtully counſel the King in 
Matters relating to his State and that of his Kingdom : 
The ſaid Lords, Juſtices, and others, very often in gi- 
ving Counſel according to their beſt Diſcretion, have 
been by the King ſuddenly and ſo fiercely chidden and 
reproved, that they have not dared to ſpeak the Truth, 
in giving their Advice for the State of the King and 
Kingdom (4). 

XXIV. The Treaſure, Crowns, Reliques, and other 
1 viz. The Goods of the Kingdom, which 

ime out of Mind have been repoſited in the Trea- 
ſury of the Kingdom, for the Honour of the King, 
and Preſervation of his Kingdom againſt any ſudden 
Event or Exigency ; the ſaid King going out of his 
Kingdom into Jreland, did take away, and cauſed the 

B 3 ſame 
d) See Vol. I. P. 406. 


People of thoſe Counties, for obtaining his Royal Good- King Henry Iv. 
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ſ:me to be carried with him, without the Conſent of 
the States of the Kingdom : Whereby this Kingdom 
had been vaſtly impoyeriſh'd, if God by the retaking 
of the ſaid Goods againſt the ſaid King's Will had not 
otherwite provided. And furthermore the ſaid King 
did caute the Rolls of Records touching the State and 
Government of his Kingdom to be deſtroyed and raſed, 
to the great Prejudice of his People, and difinheriting 
of the Crown of the ſaid Kingiom : And all this, as 
tis probably believed, in Favour and Support of his 
Evil Governance. 

XXV. The ſaid King was wont, as it were perpe- 
tually, to be fo variable and difſembling in his Words 
and Writings, and ſo contrary to himſelf, and eſpe- 
cially in writing to the Pope, and to Kings, and other 
Lords out of the Kingdom, and within it, and alſo to 
others his Subjects, that no Man living that knew his 
Conditions could or would confide in him; nay, he 
was reputed ſo unfaithful and unconſtant, that it be- 
came ſcandalous not only to his own Perſon, but alſo 
to the whole Kingdom, and eipecially amongſt Fo- 
reigners of all the World who came to know the 
ſame. 

XXVI. Although the Lands and Tenements, the 
Goods and Chattels of every Freeman, by the Laws of 
the Realm uſed from all Time heretofore, ought not 
to be taken from him, unleſs they be forfeited : Yet 
the ſaid King purpoſing and longing to weaken ſuch 
Laws, in the Preſence of very many Lords, and others 
of the Commonalty of the Kingdom, hath frequently 


faid and affirm'd, That the Life of every one of his Sub- 


jects, and hs Lands, Terements, Goods, and Chattels, 
are his, the faid King's, at his ill and Pleaſure, with- 
ot ary Forfeiture : Which is utterly againſt the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of the Kingdom aforeſaid. 
XXVII. Although it was enacted and ordained, 
and is hitherto confirmed, That no Freeman ſhall be 
taken, nor any way deſtroyed ; and that the King 
ſhall not paſs, nor ſend any to paſs upon him, but by 


the lawful Judgment of his Peers, or by the Laws of 


the Land : Yet by the Will, Command and Order of 
the 
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the ſaid King, very many of his Liege People being king Henry Iv. 


maliciouſly accuſed for having publickly or ſecretly 
ſaid ſomething that might tend to the Diſpraiſe, Scan- 
dal, or Diſgrace of the Perſon of the faid King, have 
been taken and impriſoned, and brought before the 


X Conſtable and Marſhal of England in the Court Mili- 


tary, in which Court the ſaid Liege People being ac- 


XX cuſed would not be admitted to make any other An- 


ſwer, than that they were no way guilty, and would 
juſtify the ſame, and defend themſelves by their Bodies, 
and not otherwiſe ; notwithſtanding their Appellors 
were young Men, ſtout and luſty, and thoſe fo accuſed, 
ancient and impotent, maim'd or infirm ; whereby not 


2 only Deſtruction of the Lords and Grandes of the 


Kingdom, but alſo of all and fingular Perſons of the 
Commonalty of the fame may probably enſue : Since 
therefore the ſaid King hath wilfully acted contrary to 
ſuch a Statute of this Kingdom, *tis not tb be doubted 
but he hath thereby incurred the Crime of Perjury. 

XX VIII. Although the People of the Realm of Eng- 
ſand, by Virtue of their Leigiance, are fully enough 
bound to their King; and the ſaid King, by the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of his Kingdom, is enabled to correct and 
puniſh his People, if in any Kind they trangreſs ; yet 
the ſaid King defiring to trample on, and too much 
oppreſs his People, that he might the more freely exe- 
cute and follow the Humour of his fooliſh and unlawful 
Will, by his Letters to all the Counties of his King- 
dom, did enjoin and command, That all his Subjects, as 
well Spiritual as Temporal, ſhould take certain Oaths 
in general, which were too grievous to them, and 
which might probably cauſe the final Deſtruction of his 
People ; and that they ſhould confirm ſuch their Oaths 
under their Letters and Seals. To which Royal Com- 
mand, the People of his Kingdom did ſubmit and pay 
Obedience, that they might not incur his Indignation 
or Diſpleaſure, and alſo for Fear of Death (d). 

XXIX. When Parties contending in the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Court in Cauſes meerly Eccleſiaſtical and Spiritual, 
had endeavoured to obtain from the Chancellor of Exg- 
land, Prohibitions to hinder the lawful Proceſs in the 
faid 


(d) See Vol, I* p · 486. 
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king Henry Iv. faid Courts, and the faid Chancellor had juſtly reſus'd 


to grant the ſame : Yet the ſaid King by Letters under 
his Signet, has frequently prohibited the Eccleſiaſtical 
Tudges to proceed in ſuch Cauſes, thereby evilly infring- 
ing the Liberties of the Church in the Grand Charter 
approved, to the Conſervation whereof he was ſworn, 
and damnably incurring Perjury, and the Sentence of 
Excommunication againſt ſuch Violators thereof by the 
Holy Fathers pronounc'd. 

XXX. The faid King without any reaſonable or 
lawful Cauſe whatſoever, or any other Proceſs of Law, 
did in his Parliament, encompaſs'd in warlike Manner 
by armed Men, adjudge Thomas of Arundel, Lord Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, (Primate of all England, his Spiri- 
tual Father, abſenting himſelf by the treacherous Coun- 
ſel of the ſail King) to Baniſhment, againſt the Laws 
of his Kingdom, ſo by him ſworn to as aforeſaid (2). 

XXXI. By inſpedtion of the Teſtament of the ſaid 
King; ſealed with the Great and Privy Seal, and alſo 
with his Signet, among other Things there is contained 


this Clauſe or Article. Item, We will that the 


* Reſidue of our Gold, (the true Debts of our Houſhold, 
Chamber, and Wardrobe, being paid, for Payment 
© whereof we bequeath twenty thouſand Marks, reſerv- 
ing to our Executors, five or ſix thouſand Marks; 
< which we will by them to be expended towards the 
* more plentiful Maintenance of the Lepers, ard Chap- 
© lains, to celebrate before them, by us founded at 
© Weſiminfler, and Bermondeſeye,) ſhall remain to our 


« Succeflor, provided always that he approve, ratify and 4 


confirm, and hold, and cauſe to be holden, and firm- 
© ly obſerved, all and fingular, the Statutes, Ordinan- 
* ces, and Judgments, made, given, and rendered in 
* our Parliament, begun at Weftminfler the 17th Day 


. © of the Month of September, in the one and twentieth 


© Yearof our Reign, and in the ſame Parliament, con- 
© tinued at Shrewsbury, and there holden ; and alſo, all 
* the Ordinances, Judgments, and Eſtabliſhments, of 
* the 16th Day of September, in the 22d Year of our 
+ Reign, at Coventry; and afterwards at II minſter, 
© the 8th Day of arch, in the Year aforeſaid, by the 

Authority 
(e) See Vol. I. P. 465. 
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j . Authority of the ſaid Parliament; and likewiſe all IV. 
„ other Ordinances, and Judgments, which ſhall —— 

| F< after happen to be made by Authority of the ſaid Par- 
1 

3 


liament. But otherwiſe, if our faid Succeſſor ſhall - 
*X* refuſe to perform the Premiſſes, (which we do not 
believe) then we will that Thomas Duke of Surrey, 
Edward Duke of Albemarle, John Duke of Ex- 
eter, and William le Scrope Earl of Wiltſhire, . pay- 
ing firſt the Debts of our Houſhold, our Cham- 
ber, and our Wardrobe, and reſerving five or fix 
thouſand Marks, as aforeſaid, ſhall have and bold 
all the ſaid Reſidue abovemention'd ; for to ſupport 
and defend the faid Statutes, Eſtabliſhments,- Ordi 
nances, and Judgments, to their utmoſt Power, e- 
ven unto Death, if it be neceſſary; upon all which, 
and every Part, we do hereby charge and burden their 
Conſciences as they will anſwer in the Day of Judg- 
ment.“ By which Article it may evidently enough 
appear, that the ſaid King did obſtinately ſtrive to main- 
tain and defend thoſe Statutes and Ordinances, which 
are erroneous and unjuſt, and repugnant to all Law and 
Reaſon. And this not only during his Life, but after 
his Death too; neither regarding the Peril of his own 
Soul, nor yet the utter Deſtruction of his. faid Kingdom 


or =p le. 

X 1. Io the 11th Year of the ſaid Kirg Richard, 
he the ſaid King, in the Chappel of his Manor of Lang- 
ley, in the Preſence of the Dukes of Lancaſter and Yort, 
and very many other Lords, defiring, as it hath appear- 
ed, that his Uncle the Duke of Gheefter, then there 
2D preſent, ſhould fully confide in the good Will of him 
the ſaid King; did voluntarily and of his own Accord, 

ſwear before the venerable Sacrament of the Lord's Bo- 
dy, there placed upon the Altar, that thenceforwards he 

| would never endammage, trouble, or grieve him, the 
ſaid Duke of Glocefter, for any of his Deeds which were 
laid to have been committed againſt the Perſon of him 
the ſaid King, but did cheerfully and totally forgive 
him all his Offence, if any were. Yet atterwards, 
notwithſtanding ſuch Oath, the ſaid King did horribly 
and cruelly cauſe the faid Duke to be murder'd, for ſuch 
the 
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; the before pretended Offences, thereby incurring the | 
— " of damnable Perjury (J). | —_— 
--XXXTH. After one of the Knights of the Shires, of 
the ſaid Kingdom, having a Voice in Parliament, had J 
impeach'd the ſaid Thomas, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
unor certain Defaults, committed againſt the Kings 
Majeſty, as was untruly ſuggeſted ; and the ſaid Arch 
biſhop, - preſently then and there offered himſelf ready to 
anſwer the Matters charged upon him; and defired that 
he might be thereunto admitted by the King, not 
doubting, as he ſaid, but he ſhould be able ſufficiently 
to Maw his Innocence: Vet the ſaid King, contriving 
by all the Ways and Means he could, to oppreſs the 
ſaid Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and ruin his Eftate, as 
the Event of the Matter has declared, ſpeaking graci- 
ouſly, and with a chearful Countenance to the ſaid 
Archbiſhop, from his Royal Seat, did adviſe, and very 
| him, that at that Time, he would 
hold his Peace, and ex a better and more fit Time 
to make his Defence (g) ; which Day being paſſed, the 
ſaid King from Day to Day, for Five Days or more, 
did fraudulently and treacherouſly deceive the ſaid 
Archbiſhop, counſelling him, and perſuading him, that 
he ſhould not come to the Parliament, but wait at 
home without any Fear; becauſe, as the ſaid Kirg 
faithfully did promiſe him, there ſhould not in his Ab- 
ſence any Loſs or Prejudice be done or happen to him. 
Notwithſtanding all which, the ſaid King, in his Par- 
liament aforeſaid, did in the mean Time adjudge the 
ſaid Archbiſhop to be baniſhed, during the King's Plea- 
ſure, though abſent, and never any way called to an- 
ſwer, and without any reaſonable Cauſe whatſoever ; 
and alſo voluntarily, againſt the Laws of the Kingdom 
and all Juſtice, confiſcated all his Goods, whereby he 
likewiſe became guilty of Perjury. But furthermore, 
the daid King being willing to paliate his Malice and 
Subtilty, by flattering Diſcourſes which he oft - times 
had with the ſaid Archbiſhop, did endeavour to clear 
himſelf of ſuch Injury done, and make as if it were 
the Doings of others; inſomuch tha: the Archbiſhop 
diſcourſing with the King, and with the Duke of Nor- 


> felt, 
(f) See Vol. I. P. 76. (f) Lid. p. 466. 
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he il, and other Lords, and great Men of che Ring- 
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dom; happen'd. 10 ſay by way of lamenting his own 
Condition, That he was not the firſt that bad ſuffer - 
ed Baniſhment, nor ſhould he be the laſt ; for he 
thought in a ſhort Time the Duke of Ne; e, and 
XX © other Lords would follow him; and N ar 
yverred to the Kings That all the Rigour of theſe Pro- 
T7 © ceedings would fipally be regurned back an his own 
Head. To which tbe ſaid Ning, as aſtoviſhed, g- 
ſtily replied, That he verily thought it mig bt Jo happen ; 
and that be himſelf night and indeed ought to be ar- 
X 2-1'd his Kingdom by his Liege Pele. And further the 
"X faid King faid, That if the ſame /bould happen, He 
8 would convey ary gh to the ſame Place, where the ſaid 
= Archbiſhop ſhould be. got that the Archbiſhop inight 
the rather credit his Words, be ſhewed him a certain 
great Jewel (g), curiouſly formed, underneath the 
Skirt of his outward Veſtment ; jnumating for certain, 
to the ſaid Archbiſhop, that whenever he ſhould ſend 
that Jewel for a Token, he would not delay to come 
thither, where the ſaid Archbiſhop ſhould be refident : 
And that the faid Archbiſhop might more confide in 
him; the ſaid King ſent to him, adviſing him, that he 
ſhould privately ſend all his Jewels, and other Things 
of Value, belonging to his Chapel, unto him the ſaid 
King, for the ſafe keeping thereof; leſt by Colour of 
the before - mentioned Judgment, any one ſhould wrong- 
fully ſeize the ſame. Which, under the greateſt Conh- 
dence in the World, being done, the ſaid King cauſed 
him to repoſite the faid Goods in certain Coffers; and 
the ſaid Coffers to be locked up, and ſealed by one cf 
the Archbiſhop's Clerks ; and keeping the ſaid Coffers 
by him, returned the Keys thereof by the ſaid Clerk to 
the Archbiſhop : Yet afterwards, unknown to the ſaid 
Archbiſhop, cauſed the ſaid Coffers to be broken open, 
and diſpoſed of the Goods therein, at his Will and Plea- 
ſure. Furthermore, the faid King faithfully promiſed 
the ſaid Archbiſhop, that if he would but repair to the 
Port of Hampton, in order to go out of the Realm, he 
would at laſt, by the Interceſſion of the Queen, get 
him recalled. And if it ſhould happen, that he the 

ſaid 


(g) Maonile, a Brach, or Tablet, 


Kigg Henn IV. | 


28 The Parliamentary His TOR 


ſaid Archbiſhop ſhould go out of the Realm, he ſhould © 
without fail return into England before Eaſter next 
following; nor ſhould in any kind loſe his Archbiſhop- 
rick : And this he faithfully promiſed, ſwearing upon 
the Croſs of the late Martyr St Thomas, Archbiſhop of | 
Canterbury, by him the ſaid King corporally touched 
Alt which Promiſes notwithſtanding, the ſaid King for- 
ced the ſaid Archbiſhop to depart the Realm; and 
forthwith- tranſmitted ſpecial Letters to the Apoſtolical 
4 


King Henry IV. 


See, to have him tranſlated. And ſo, and by other 
Frauds, and deceitful Tricks of the ſaid King, the faid 
Archbiſhop, being a well-meaning believing Man, was 
ſubtilly circumvented. =_ 


After the Recital of the foregoing Articles, the Record 
proceeds thus ; | 2 
And becauſe it ſeemed to all the Eſtates of the 
© Realm, being asſked their Judgments thereupon, as 
< well ſeverally as jointly ; that theſe Cauſes of Crimes 
© and Defaults were ſufficient and notorious to depoſe 
© the faid King; conſidering alſo his own Confeſſion 

© of his Inſufficiency, and other Things contained in 

© his ſaid Renunciation and Ceſſion, openly delivered; 
© all the faid States did unanimouſly conſent, that 
© ex abundanti, they ſhould proceed unto a Depoſi- 
tion of the ſaid King; for the greater Security and 

6 Tranquility of the People, and Benefit of the King- * 

© dom. Whereupon the ſaid States and Commons 

* unanimouſly conſtituted, and publickly deputed i 

© certain Commiſſioners, viz. The Biſhop of St 

* Aſaph, the Abbot of Glaſionbury, the Earl of Glacgſſer, 

© the Lord Berkeley, Sir Thomas Erpyngham, and Sir 

© Thomas Grey, Knights, and Sir William Thirnyng, i 

© one of the Juſtices, to paſs ſuch Sentence of Depoſi- 8 

© tion ; and to depoſe the ſaid King Richard, from al! 

© Kingly Dignity, Majeſty, and Honour, on the Be- 
© half and in the Name, and by the Authority of all 
© the ſaid States, as in like Caſes, from the antient Cu- 
© ſtom of the ſaid Kingdom had been obſerved (H). And 
* forthwith the ſaid Commiſſtoners taking upon them- 
© ſelves the Burthen of the ſaid Commiſſion, and fit- i 
ting 
(b) See the Proceedir gs upon the Depoſition of King Edward the 
Second, in Vol. I. p. 182, Cc. Y 
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IX. ting on a Tribunal © before che ſaid Royal Chair of 
; = — having firtt had ſome Debate of the Matter, 


did on the Bebalf and in the Name, and by the Au- 
* thority aforeſaid, paſs the ſaid Sentence of Depoſiti- 
on, being reduced into Writing; and cauſed ſuch 
b their Sentence o be read and r:Cited by the ſaid Bi- 
ſhop of St Aſaph, their Colleague, by the Will and 
Command of the reſt of the ſaid Commiſſioners: In 
g theſe Words; 


N the Name of Cod, Amen. V John, Biſtop 
of 8t Aſaph, John Abbot of Glaſtonbury, Thomas 


King Henry IV, 


The Sentence of 
4 Depoſition paſſed 
Earl Gloceſter, Thomas Lord Berkeley, Thomas Neha s 


de E yngham, and I homas Grey, Knights, and Wil- 


liam Thirnyng Fuftice, Commiſſioners ſpecially deputed 
o the — IF written, 45 the Peers and Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal of the Kingdom of England, 
and the Commons of the ſaid Kingdom, 7 all. 
ihe E/tates of the ſaid Realm, fitting in Tribunal; and 
having confidered the multiplied Perjuries, Crueliy, and 
ver many other Crimes 7 the ſard Richard, touching 
is Government, committed and 12 in his King- 
ams and Dominions aforeſaid, during the Time of bt 
I Governance ; all of them before the ſaid States, openly and 
ublictly propounded, exhibited, and recited ; which have 
een and are fo publick, notorious, manifeſt, and ſean- 
dalous, that they could not nor can be concealed with De- 
nia! or Excuſe: And conſidering likewiſe the Confeſſion 
of the ſaid Richard, acknowſ/e'ging and reputing, and 
truly, and of his own certain Kn:wledge judging, himſelf 
to haue been and to be utterly inſufficient and unmeet 
or the Rule and Government of the ſaid Kingdoms ard 
Daominions, and their Appurtenances, and for juch his 
notorious Demerits worthy to be depoſed ; as by him the 
ſaid Richard, was before declared, and by his I ill and 
Command, pubiifhed. before the ſcid States, and made 
nown and expoſed to them in the Vulgar Tongue (i); 
having already had diligerit Deliberation upon theſe Things 
and all others, tranſucted in this Affair before the ſaid 
tates and us, We do, on the Behalf, and in the Name, and 
' the Authority to us in this Matter committed, ex abun- 
danti, 

( ) dee before » P. L. 
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King Hemy Iv. danti am for Caution, pronounce, 'decret, and declare 
him the [aid Richard, to have been, and to be unfit, un- 
able, and utterly inſufficient for, and unworthy of the 
Rule and Government of the ſaid Kingdoms, and the Do- 
ninion, and Rights, and Appurtenances of the ſame; and 
far and by Reaſon of the Premiſſts, to be dejervedly De- 
pod , and from all Royal Dignity and Honour, if any 
Zhing of ſuch Dignity and Honour were yet remaining 
in bim. And with the ſame Caution we do De poſe bim 
by this. our definitive Sentence in Writing, expreſly for- 

 biddfrig all and ſingular the Lords, Archbiſhops, BY 
| and Prelates; Dukes, Marqueſſes, Earls, Ba- 
ons, Knights, Vaſſals, and Valvaſors; and other Sub- 
Jeers, and Liege People of the ſaid Kingdoms and Domi- 
nion and other Places to the ſaid Kingdoms and Domi- 
nion belonging, that henceforth none of them ſhall any 
way obey or regard the jaid Richard; as King or Lord of 
the faid Kingdom and Dominion. 


© Furthermore, the ſaid States willing that nothing 
© ſhould be wanting which might be of value, or ought 
© to be required touching the Premiſſes, being ſeverally 
© interrogated thereupon, did conſtitute the ſame Per- 
ſons that were before nominated Commiſſioners,' to 
© be their Procurators, Jolbely and ſeverally to refign 
© and give back to the ſaid King Richard, the Homage 
and Fealty to him before made, and to intimate to 
him, if it ſhould be requiſite, all the Premiſſes, touch- 
© ing ſuch his Depoſition and Renunciation. 

And then preſently, as ſoon as it appeared by the 
« Premiſles; and the Occaſion of them, that the 
Cron of England, with its Appurtenances was va- 
© cant; the aforeſaid: Henry Duke of Lancaſter, riſing 
© up from his Place, and ſtanding ſo erected as he might 
© cohveniently be ſeen by the People, and humbly for- 
« tiſying himſelf with the Sign of the Croſs on his 
« Forehead, and on his Breaſt, having alſo firſt called 
upon the Name of Ghrif, did claim the ſaid Kingdom, 
© ſo vacant as aſoteſaid, with its Crown and all its 
Members and Appurtenances; in this Form of Words 
in his Mother Tongue. | 
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; me of ader, Son, and ol ot, 2 ing Henry IV. 
Pia, en this 1.24 of ? Fling Hey Iv 
londe, and the Croun with all the Members, and. ts 

in 
1 


Appurtenances, als J that am deſcendit, be Ri 

Line of the Blode, cömyng fro the gude 2 

Henry Therde, and thozghe that Bight that God of 

Gꝛate hath ſent mee, with Helpe of my Aym and Of Henry's Claim 
my Frendes to recover it; The which Rewme was to the Crown. 


in poynt to be ondone for defaut of Governance, and 
undoyng of the Gude Lawes. ; 


** 
After which Claim and Challenge, as well the 
© Lords Spiritual as Temporal, and all the States there 
© preſent, being ſeverally and jointly interrogated, 
* what they thought of that Claim; the ſaid States 
* with the whole People, without any Difficulty or De- 
© lay did unanimouſly conſent, that the ſaid Duke 
© ſhould reign over them. And forthwith, as the ſaid 
© King ſhewed'to the States of the Kingdom the Sig- 
© net of King Richard, delivered to him as a Token of 
© his Will, that he ſhould ſucceed him as aforeſaid (4); 
the ſaid Archbiſhop taking the ſaid King Henry" by 
© the right Hand, led him to the Royal Chair of State: 
© And after the ſaid King kneeling down before it, had 
« prayed a little while, the ſaid Archbiſhop of Canter- . 
< bury, aſſiſted by the Archbiſhop» of York, did place the 
© ſaid' Ring, and cauſe him to ſit in the faid Royal 
Seat; all the People wonderfully ſhouting: for Joy. 
And by and by the faid Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
© having with much ado procured Silence from the 
* over-Joy'd Multitude, made a ſhort Diſcourſe, or O- 
ration in thefe Words.” | b 


= 


wy 


Vir dominabitur Populo, 4 Man fall reign over my 

| — 1 Sam. ix. 17. 5 
* Theſe are the Words of the King of Kings, ſpeaking. to The Archbihos 
Samuel, and teaching him how 4 Perſon rg quali. of — 


ven. Aud not unfitly may they be ſaid of our Lord be 
King, whom we behold this Day; and if we but inti- 
mately: conſider theſe Words, they afford us Matter of great 

of Conſola- 

) See before, p. 10. 
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6 Conſolation ; for Gad does not threaten us, as he did for- 
„ merly his People by Ifaiah, ching, Iſa. iii. I will make 
Children to rule over them. But according to his Com- 
on, tho in his Wrath remembreth Mercy, he bath 
viſited his People, and now Children no more, as hereto- 

fore, ſhall lard it over them; far the Lord faith to them, 

A MAN $HALL RULE, Of the late Rulers of this King- 
dom or any of them, one might have fitly ſaid that of the * 
Apoſile, Cor. xiii. I ſpake as a Child, I underſtood as a 

hild, I thought as a Child. The Apoſtle repeats it 
ce, As a Child I ſpake, I underſtood and thought. 

41 to Speech, tis certain that a Child is unconſtant in 
ſeating, he eaſily ſpeaks true, and as eaſily falſe, is read 
in Words to promiſe, but what he promijes he preſently for- 
gets. Now theſe are Things very inconvenient and dan- 
gerous in a King ; nor is it poſſible that any Realm ſhall 

Hand long in Happineſs where theſe Conditions bear Stay. 
But from fuch Mi 715 a Kingdom is freed, whoſe Þ 
Scepter is ſwayed by a Man, for it telongs to a Man 
to ſet a watch before bis Tongue ; and juch is our pre- 
ent Happineſs, over whom not a Child, but a Man is /et, 
and ſuch an one, as 1 hope we may ſay of him, That in 
Eccleſ. ix. Bleſſed is the Man that hath not erred with 
his Tongue. Then ſaith the Apoflle, I underſtood as a 
Child: Now @ Child relifbes nothing but Flatteries and 
pleaſing Things, and underſtands only Bawbles and Tri- 
fles, and loves not one that argues according to Truth, yea 

indeed bates him beyond all Meaſure. But heretofore a- 

mongſt us Truth was trampled under foot, ſo that none 

durſt mw it; and therefore tis plain and apparent enough, 
that He, that then reign'd underſtood as a Child. Fr 
a Man is not addicted to ſuch Things, but underflandss 
Wijdom, fo that by the Grace of God it may be ſaid o im, 
as it is written Eccleſ. ix. Bleſſed is the Man that a- 
bideth in Wiſdom. For as a Child is delighted in Vanity, 

fo a Man has Regard to Truth and Wiſdom. Truth i 
therefcre ſtall enter and Vanity depart, which has dont 
fo much Mi/chief in our Nation; for now @ Man foal! 
rule, who ſce!s after Truth, and not Vanity or Flattery. WM 
Thirdly, it is ſaid, I thought as a Child, for a Chill 
thinks and ſtudies only bow to have his Humour, _ ä 

ing 
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of Things according to his own Will, and not according to King Henry IV. 


Reaſon : Therefore when a Child reigns, there only Self- 
Will reigns, and Reaſon is baniſb d, and Conſtancy is 
put to flight, and great Danger enſues ; from which 
Danger we are delivered, for a Man ſhall rule over us; 
to wit, one that ſpeaks not like a Child ; but thus as one 
that has the Perfection of Reaſon. I come not to do my 


own Will, but the Will of him that ſent me; 70 wit, 


of God : And therefore of ſuch a Man we will ſay not 
only that he will abide in Wiſdom, but alſo that as à Man, 
not a Child, he will meditate on the Circumſpection of 
God; that is, he will every way diligently 2 that 
God's Will, not his own, be done; and jo in the flead of 
a Child wantoning in fooliſh flubborn Humours, a Man 
ſhall reign, and ſuch a Man that it hall be ſaid of him— 
A King ſhall reign in Wiſdom, and he ſhall execute 
Judgment, and do Juſtice in the Earth. 


Which Harangue being ended, the ſaid Lord King 
Henry, to appeaſe the Minds of his Subjects, did then 
© and there utter theſe Words: 


Sirs, I thank God and 


yte, it es noght my Will that no Pan thynke that 
be way of Conqueſt J wold diſherit * an of his 
Heritage, Franches, oz other Ryghts that hym oght 
to have, no put hym out of that that he has, and has 
had by the gude Laws and Cuſfoms of the Rewme 2 
Except thoſe Perſons that has been agan the gude 
Purpoſe and the commune Þ2ofit of the Rewme. 


And forthwith conſidering, that by the former 
* Vacancy of the Royal Throne, by the Ceſion and De- 
« poſition aforeſaid, all Power of Juſtices, Sheriffs, and 
other Officers, throughout the Kingdom was ceaſed ; 
* therefore, to the end that there might be no Failure 
© nor Delay in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, to the 
* Grievance of the People, he cauſed principal Officers 
and Juſtices to be made and ſworn to him with the 
* uſual Oaths. And it was immediately proclaimed by 


* the King's Command, that on Monday next, after the 
C * faid 


Vor., II. 


— * 


r Spirituel and Tem- Henry's Declara- 
pozel, and all the States of the Lond, and do zowe to tion of Thanks, 
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King Henry IV. ſaid Feaſt of St. Michael, a Parliament ſhould be held, 
© and celebrated. And that on the Monday follow- 
© ing, that is to ſay on the Feaſt of St. Edward, 
© ſhould be the Coronation of the ſaid King at W2/t- 
* minſler, and that all thoſe that could claim any Ser- 
© vice in the ſaid Coronation ſhould come to the 
s F/hite- Hall of the Palace, before the Steward, Con- 
«© ſtable, and Marſhal of England, on Saturday next, 
< before the Day of the ſaid Parliament, to make their 
* juſt Demands in that behalf, and receive Right there: 
© in. But as for the ſhortning the Day aſſigned to tage 
Parliament, there was a Proteſtation made by the 
© King, That it was not his Intent that thereby an 
© Prejudice ſhould be brought upon the States of his 
Kingdom; nor that the ſame for the future ſhould 
< be drawn into Example; But that ſuch Abbreviation 
© of Time was only made for the Benefit and Profit 
of the Kingdom, and eſpecially to ſave the Labour 
and Expences of ſeveral of his People, and that the 
* Grievances of the People might be the ſooner re- 
© medied. 

After which the Xing arifing from his Royal Throne, 
© and beholding the People with a cheerful and benign 
© Countenance, retired himſelf from thence, all the 
People rejoicing. And the ſame Day in the J/hite- 
« Hall aforeſaid, made a ſolemn Feaſt to the Nobles and 
© Geatry, there in a vaſt Multitude aſſembled. 1 

And afterwards, v.z. on Wedneſday next following, 
© the before-named Procurators ſo deputed as aforeſaid, 
© did, according as they were commanded, repair into 
© the Preſence of the faid late King Richard, being 
© within the Tower aforeſaid ; and the ſaid Sir William 4 
* Thirnyng the Juſtice, for himſelf and his Companions 
© and Fellow-Procurators, in the Name of all the States 
and People aforeſaid, did notify and fully declare unto 
© the ſaid Richard, their Admiſſion of his ſaid Renuncia»= | 
© tion, and the Manner, Cauſe and Form of ſuch Sen- 
© tence of Depoſition, and preſently did reſign and give 
© back to the ſaid late King Richard, the Homage and 
* Fealty formerly to him made as aforeſaid, With 
© theſe Words: FR 2 
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The Wards which William Thirnyng pale to Monſire King Henry IV. 


Richard late King of England, at the Tower of Lbn- 
don in his Chamber, on Wedneſday next after the 
Feaft of St. Michael the Archangel, were as follno (1): 


Ire, It is wele know to zow, that ther was a Par⸗ . In 
8 8 ſomon'd of all the States of the Reaume — — 
foz to be at Weſtmyſtre, and to begin on the Tueſday in count of the 
the Moꝛn of the Feſt of St. Michel the Archangel, Converſation bee 
that was 3eſterday ; by cauſe of the which Summons — 
all the States of this Lond were there gadyr' d, the in the Tower, 


which States hole made thes ſame Perſones that ben 
comen here to zowe now. her Pzccuratozs, and gaven 
hem full Jutozite and Power, and charged hem foz 
to ſay the Uozds that we ſhall ſay to — m her 
Name, and on their behalve; that is to wytten, the 
Biſhop of Seint Aſſa foz Ersbiſhoppes and Biſhoppes. 
the Abbot of Glaſtenbury foz Abbots and Pꝛiours. 
and all other Men of holy Chirche, Seculers and 
Rewelers, the Earle of Glouceſtre,foz Dukes and Erls, 
the Lozd of Berkeley, foz Barons and Banerettes, 
&ir Thomas Irpyngham Chamberleyn, foz all the 
Bachilers and Commons of this Lond be South; 
Sir Thomas Grey foz all the Bachilers and Commons 
by Nozth, and mp felawe Johan Markham and me foz 
to come with hem foz all thes States. And ſo, Sire, 
theſe Mozds, and the doing that we ſall ſay to owe, 
is not onlych our Wozdes but the 5>cyngs of all the 
States of this Lond, and our Charge in her Name. 
And he anſwered and ſaid, That he wyſte wele that 
we wold noght ſay but as we were charged. 

Sire, 3e remem ze 30we wele hat cn Moneday in 

1 


the Feſf of Scint Michel b Archaungel. ryght here in 


this Chamber, and in what Pꝛeſence ze Renounced 
and Celled of the State of Kynge and of Lozdeſhip, 
and of all the Dignite and Myrſhip that tonged 
thereto, and aſſoiled all 3our + eiges of her Ligeance 
and Obeiſance that longed to zowe uppe the fourme 
that is contined in the fame Renunciation and Ceſs 
ſion, which ze redde zour ſelf by zour Bouth, and af- 
fermed it by zour the, and by zoux owne Writing. 
Upon whi ze made and oꝛdeined your Pzocuras 
tours the Ersbiſhop of Ro and the Biſhop of _ 

2 ord, 


(7) It is remarkable, that this very Sir William Thirnyng was Chief 
Juſtice of the King's Bench in the 21 Year ot Richard's Reign, and 
then declar'd, in the Parliament held at Shrewſbury, his Approbation of 
thoſe Opinions in Law, for which the Judges Jad been baniſhed ten 
Years before. Sed Tempors mutantur, See Vol, I. P. 483. 
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ng Henry Iv. ford, fo to notifie and declare in zour Name thes 
9 - Renunciation and Ceffion at Weſtmynſtre fo all the 
tates, and all the People that wag there gadyr'd, 
ycauſe of the Summons aforeſaid, the which thus 
don yeſterday by thes Lords zour Procuratours. and 
wele herde and underſtouden, thes Renunciation and 
Ceſken were plenelich and frelich accepted, and ful- 
lich agreed by all the States and Peopee fozeſaid. 
And over this, Sire, at the Inſtance of all thes States 
and People, there ware certain Articles of Defautes 
in zour Governance redde there, and tho wele herd 
and pleinelich underſtouden to all the States foreſaid, 
—— thoght hem ſo trewe, and ſo notozie and knowen, 
hat by tho Cauſes, and by no other, as thei ſayd, 
and havyng Confideration to zour own Tyozdes in 
zour own Renunciation and Ceffion, that ze were 
not worthy, no ſuf7 cient ne able foz to govezne, foz 
zour owne Nemerites, as it is more pleinelich con- 2 
tened therein; hem thoght that was reſonable and 
cauſe foz to depoſe zowe, and her Commiſſaries that 
they made and oꝛdein d. os it is of Record, ther de- 
clared and decreed and adjudged zow foꝛ to be depoſed, 
and N zowe of the Aſtate of King, and of the 
Lordeſhip conteined in the Renunciation and Ceſſion 
fozſayd, and of all the Dignite and UWyrſhipp, and of 
all the Adminiſtration that longed thereto. And we 
Pꝛocuratoꝛs to all thes States and People foꝛſayd os 
we be charged by hem, and by her Autoz:te ayffen us, 
and in her Name zelde zow uppe foz all the States 
and People fozſayd, Eomage,L eige, and Feaute, and 
all Leigcance, and all other Bondes, Charges, and 
Services that long thereto, and that non of all thes 
States and People. fro thys tyme fozward ne bere 
zowe Feyth, ne do zowe Mbeiſance os to thar King. 
And he anſwered and ſeyd, that he loked not ther 
after, but he ſeyde, that after all this he hoped that 
is Colyn wolde be gude Lozd to hym. 


Se far the Record. 


Sir John Hayward tells us, That when the Com- 
mittee, appointed to receive Richard's Reſignation, aſ- 
ſembled at the Tower for that Purpoſe the Day before 
this Parliament was to begin, the unhappy Monarch 
was brought forth, apparell'd in his Royal Robe, the 
Diadem on his Head, and the Scepter in Eis Hand; and 
Vas plac'd amongſt them in a Chair of State, He adds, 
. | that 


; | F 
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that after a little Pauſe and Expectation, the King aroſe King Henry IV, 
from his Seat, and ſpake to the Aſſembly theſe Words, 


or the very like in Effect, (m): 


A ſure myſelſ, that ſome at this preſent, and many here- pichard's Speech 
after, will account my Caſe lamentable ; either that to the Commit- 
1 have deſerved this Dejection, Fl it be juſt ; or if it be 7 — 0 
zwrongful, that I could not avoid it. Indeed I ds conſe, — ” 

that many Times I have ſhew'd myſelf both leſs provident, 

and leſs painful for the Benefit of the Commonwealth, 

than I ſhould, or might, or intended to ds hereafter ; and 

have in many Actions more reſpected the ſatisfying of my 

own particular Humtur, than either Fuſtice to ſome pri- 

vate Perſons, or the common Good of all ; yet I did not at 

any Time either omit Duty or commit Grievance, upon 

natural Dulneſs, or ſet Malice; but partly by Abuſe of 

corrupt Counſellors, partly by Error of my youthful Fudg- 

ment. And now the Remembrance of theſe Overſights, 

is ſo unpleaſant to no Man as to myſelf ; and the rather be- 

cauſe I have no Means left, either to recompence the Inju- 

ries which [ bave done, or to teſtify to the World my refor- 

med Affections, which Experience and Stayedneſs of Years 

had already corrected, and would daily have framed to more 

Perfeftion. But whether all the Imputations wherewith 

Tam charged be true, either in Subſtance, or in ſuch Qua- 

lity as they are laid, or whether being true, they be ſo hei- 

nous, as to enforce theſe Extremities ; or whether any 

other Prince, eſpecially in the Heat of Youth, and in the 

Space of two and twenty Tears, the Time of my unfortu- 

nate Reign, doth not ſometimes, either for Advantage, or 

upon Difpleaſure, in as deep Manner grieve ſome particu- 

lar Subject, I will not now examine: It helpeth not to uſe 

Defence, neither booteth it to make Complaint ; there is 

no Place left for the one ner Pity for the other : And 

therefore I refer it to the Judgment of God, and yaur leſs 

diſlemper'd Conſiderations. 

I amuſe no Man, I blame no Fortune, I complain of 

nothing; I have no Pleaſure in ſuch vain and needleſs Com- 

forts, and if I lifted to have flood upon Terms, I knno [ 
ade great Favourers Abroad ; and ſome Friends, I hepe, 

at Hime, who would have been ready, yea forward on my 

Bel ass, is fet up à bloody and doubtful Mar: But I eſteem 
GiY not 


'm)*Life of King Henry IV. P. $6, 


_— ' _ ded Sie. i alt. & Ms & . > , 


King Henry 


crown d. 


Sir John Dare - 
wood choſen 

Speaker on the 
Sickneſs of Sir 


John Cheney, 


z 


A Subſidy 
granted. 


Act of Indem - 
nity for King 
Henry's Adhe- 
teuts. 


King Henrylv. 
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not my Dignity at ſo high a Prite, as the Hazard of jo 
great Valour, the Spilling of ſo much Engliſh Blood, and 
the Spoil and Waſte of jo ar a Realm, as thereby © 
might have been occafioned. T herefore that the Common- 

wealth may rather riſe ly my Fall, than Iftand by the Ru- 
in thereof, I willingly yield to your Deſires ; and am here 
come to a poſe} myſelf of all publick Authority and Title, 
and to make it free and lawful for you to create for your 
King, Henry Duke of Lancaſter, my Couſin German, 
whom I know to be as worthy to take that Place, as I ſee you 


will ng to give it to him. 


There was no farther Buſineſs done the firſt Day, 
but the reading of the above Record, before t 
Parliament ; and the Monday following, being the 
Feaſt of St Edward, King and Confeſſor, was ap- 
pointed for Henry's Coronation, which was performed, 
at Weſtminſler, with the uſual Ceremonies. 

The next Day the Parliament met again, when the 
Commons preſented to the King Sir Job» Cheney, for 
their Speaker, whom the King accepted, and he made 
the uſual Proteſtation, which was alſo, allowed. But 
the Day following the ſaid Sir Jobn, with the Com- 
mons, came again before the King, and declared, 
that by reaſon of a ſudden Diſorder he was unable to 
ſerve, and that they had Choſe Sir Jahn Darewood in 
his Place; beſeeching the King to allow the ſaid Sir 
John Darewood to be Speaker for the Commons. Which 
faid Knight, having made the uſual Proteſtation, was 
allowed as before. 

Then the Commons, with the Aſſent of the Biſhops 
and Lords, and in order to provide for the Wars againſt 
Scotland, Defence of Calais and Ireland, and the Amend- 
ment of the State ; alſo, in Hopes that their Requeſts 
ſhould be granted, gave to the King for three Years the 
Subſidy on Wools, Skins, and Wool-fells ; that is Fif- 
ry Shillings on every Sack from Denizens, and four 

ounds from Aliens; alſo one Tenth and one HF 
teenth. . 

The next Thing this Parliament went upon was to 
paſs an Act of [ndemnity to ſcreen thoſe who, during, 
the late Troubles, had taken up Arms in Favour of the 


« King, 
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44 for the repealing the whole Proceedings of the Par- 
f EX liament at Shreie/bury, 21. Richard II. and to confirm 
1 that Parliament which was held the 11th of the ſaid 
X King, except the Effect of the Pardon granted by the 
X faid Statute, of the 21ſt of Richard II. which they 
= ordained ſhould ſtand, notwithſtanding the reſt of it 
= was repealed (n). Alſo it was enacted, That nothing, 
for the future, ſhould be eſteemed or adjudged to be 
_S Treaſon, but what was ordained to be ſo by the 25th 
of Edward IIT. and that all Blank Charters, whatſo- 
ſoever, which the City of London, and Seventeen 
Counties beſides, had been forced to ſeal and give to 
=8 King Richard, ſhould be utterly void. 
"if The Archbiſhop of Canterbury moved the Houſe for 
their Conſent. to addreſs the King, that he would 

leaſe to create Henry, his eldeſt Son, Prince of Wales, 
Duke of Cornwall and Earl of Cheſter, Upon which 
the King, fitting in his Royal Seat, in full Parliament, 
put a Coronet on the Head of the ſaid Henry, his eld- 
eſt Son, a Ring of Gold on his Finger, and gave him 
a Golden Rod in his Hand, and kiſſed him; alſo, by a 
Charter then given him, he was created Prince of 
J Wales (n), &c. His Uncle, the Duke of York, put the 
A Robes on the young Prince, and afterwards brought 
b him to the Seat aſſigned, for that Principality, in Par- 
I liament. It was, alſo, then enacted by all the Eſtates, 
that the faid Prince ſhould ſucceed his Father in the 
I Realm of England; and they all promiſed to accept and 
1 obey him accordingly (9). 
2 The next Day, being Thurſday, the Archbiſhop of 
4 Canterbury moved, in the Upper Houſe, that the Lords 
ſhould in no wiſe diſcloſe any Thing that ſhould then 
be put to them; which being promiſed by all, the 
Earl of Northumberland put this important Queſtion to 


the Houſe, hat they would adviſe was fit to be done 
| | 7 np 


*] Statutes at Large, Anno 1. & 2, Hen. IV. Walſingbam, p. 361. 


(2) This Charter is extant in Rymer' Feed. Anglia, Tom. VIII. p. 91. 
It is only for the Dutchy of Cornwall, wherein all the Lands, Heredi- 
taments, Sec. belonging to it, are expreſſed. The next Inftrument is for 
the Principality of Wales. 

e) The Prince wag juſt then twelve Vears old, Holling ſoead's 
Chron, P. 511. 


1 King, then Duke of Lancaſter; likewiſe to paſs an King Henry Iv. 
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rv. with Richard the late King, in order to his Keeping in 
— 4 Cuſtody ; for the King would have bis Life ſav' d? 

| the 10 which all the Lords, whoſe Names are here under- 
Biel of dhe written, being ſeverally examined, anſwered, © That | 
late King's Per- + it ſeemed adviſeable to them, that he ſhould be put | 
lon, © under a ſafe and ſecret Guard, and in ſuch a Place 
« where no Concourſe of People might reſort to him; 
© and that he be. guarded by truſty and ſufficient Per- 
© ſons, and that no Perſon. who had been familiar 
< with him, ſhould be about his Perſon, and that it 
© ſhould be done in the moſt ſecret Manner, that can 
© be deviſed.” R 


The Names of the Lords, who being aſked, Aſſented to 
the Qusſtion, are theſe following (þ) ; 
The Peers pre- The Archbiſhop of Can- The Prince. 


ſent at that Q ferbury. Duke of Tord. 

* Archbiſhop of York. Earl of Arundel. 
Biſhop of London. Earl of Warwick. 
Biſhop of Eh. Earl of Stafford. 

+ Biſhop of Lincoln. Earl of Northumberland. 
Biſhop of Norwich. -Earl of Suffolk. 
Biſhop of Rocheſter. Earl of Worceſter. 
Biſhop of Saliſbury. Lord Roſs. * 
Biſhop of Exeter. Lord Grey of Ruthin, 
Biſhop of Chicheſter, Lord Charleton. - 
Biſhop of St A/aph. Lord Bardolſe. 
Biſhop of Cheſter. Lord Willoughby. 
Biſhop of St Davids. Lord Furnival. 2 
Biſhop of Landaſf. Lord Ferrers. 
Biſhop of Durham. Lord Beaumont. 
Abbot of Weſtminſter. Lord Berkeley. 
Abbot of St Albans. Lord Fitz-Walters. 
Abbot of St Auſtin. Lord Mauley. 
Abbot of Bury. Lord Scales. 
Abbot of St Mary's, York. Lord Morley. 
Abbot of Glacęſter. Lord Burnel. 
Abbot of Barrel. Lord Lovel. Lord 


( p) Sir Robert Cotton only mentions, that the Names of ſuch Biſhops, 
Lords, and Knights, as aſſented to the Impriſonment of King Richard, 
next follow on the Record; but we have ſupplied that Defect from a 
Manuſcript. The Reader may obſerve, upon comparing this with the 
foregoing Liſt, that moſt of the Lords who compos'd the laſt Miniſtr y, 
were abſent on this Occaſion, See before, p. 4. 
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Lord Camois. Lord de Bergavenney. 


Lord Szymor. Lord Lumley, 

Lord Cromwel, Baron of Grey/tock. 

Lord Cobham. Baron of Hilton. 

Sir Henry Piercy. Sir Thomas Erpingham, 
Sir Robert Scrope. Chamberlain. 

Lord Fitz- Hugh. Sir Matthew Gowin. 


It is obſervable, that the Biſhop of Carliſie is not in 
this Liſt, and, indeed there is great Reaſon for it ; he 
being the. only Man, either in the Prelacy or Laity, 
that had the Courage to oppoſe this Uſurpation at that 
Time. Sir Jobn Hayward (g) has given us a Speech 
made by this Biſhop, on the Occaſion, when the laſt 
Queſtion was put in the Houſe of Lords. We ſhall 
not conteſt the Genuineneſs of it ; ſo much is certain, 
that this honeſt Man ſuffered greatly for his Loyalty to 
the depoſed Prince ; being deprived of his Dignity, put 
under a long Impriſonment, and, had it not been for 
his Order which was then held too ſacred, muſt have 
died the Death of a Traitor. If it be objected, that 
it was now too late to make Speeches, when the new 
King was actually crown'd, the aforefaid Author has 
in ſome Meaſure accounted for that, in remarking, 
© That this Prelate was a Man both learned and wiſe, 
and always uſed both Liberty and Conſtancy in a 
good Cauſe ; that in his ſecret Judgment he never 
gave Allowance to theſe Proceedings, yet he diſſem- 
© bled his Diſlike until he might, to ſome Purpoſe, 
« declare it; therefore, now, adds he, being in a Place 
to be heard of all, and, by Order of the Houſe to be 
* interrupted by none, he roſe up with a bold and reſo- 
© lute Spirit, and uttered his Mind as followeth (r). 
| THIS 

(q) Life of King Henry IV. Lond. 1630. P. 101. 

(r) The Name of this Biſhop of Carliſſe was Thomas Meri, alias, of 
Newmarket, alias Sumeffre, He had been conſecrated An, 1397, was 
deprived in 1399, but lived ſeveral Years after. 

Ls Nzvz's Fafti Ecclefis Anglicanz, P. 334. 
9 e Fo 
Sir Vale Roles Me adi ay Co 2 2 
liament, who ſcorned his Life and Fortune, in Reſpect to his Sovereign's 


Right and his own Allegiance, Preregative of Parliaments, P. 85. 
This Biſhop attended Richard in his Expedition to Ireland, See 


Ropin 


King Henry IV, 


King Henry IV. * 


Biſhop of Car- 
— 
gainft it. 
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HIS . Right honourable Lords, concern- 

eth a Matter of great Conſequence and Weight; 
© the Determining whereof will afluredly procure, ei- 
© ther ſafe Quiet, or dangerous Diſturbance, both to 
our particular Conſciences, and alſo to the common 
© State. Therefore, before you reſolve upon it, I pray 
© you call to your Confideration theſe two Things; 
firſt, whether King Richard be ſufficiently depoſed or 
no; ſecondly, whether King Henry be with good 
— or Juſtice choſen in his Place. For the firſt 

oint we are firſt to examine whether a King, be- 
ing lawfully and fully inſtituted by any juſt Title, 
may upon Imputation either of Negligence, or of 
Tyranny, be depoſed by his Subjects: Secondly, - 
what King Richard hath omitted in the one, or com- 
mitted in the other, for which he ſhould deſerve ſo 
© heavy Judgment. I will not ſpeak what may be 
© done in a Popular State, or in a Conſular ; in which 
although one beareth the Name and Honour of a 
© Prince, yet he hath not ſupreme Power of Majeſty ; 
© but in the one, the People have the higheſt Empire; 
< in the other, the Nobility and chief Men of Eſtate ; 
© in neither, the Prince. Of the firſt Sort was the 
© Commonwealth of the Lacedemonians, who after the 
Form of Government which Lycurgus framed, often- 
times fined, oftentimes fetter'd their Kings, and 
ſometimes condemned them to Death ; ſuch were 
alſo in Cæſar's Time, the petty Kings of every City 
in France, who were many Times arraigned upon 
Life and Death, and, as Ambiorix, Prince of the 
Leodienſes, confeſs d, had no greater Power over the 
People, than the People had over them. Of the ſe- 
* cond Condition were the Roman Emperors at the firſt; 
© of whom ſome, namely, Nero and Maximianus 
were openly condemn'd ; others were ſuddenly ſur- 
< priz'd by Judgment, and Authority of the Senate; 
© and ſuch are now the Emperors of Germany, whom 
the 


' 

Rapin, upon introducing an Abſtract of this Speech, ſays, that the Com- 
mons, not ſatisfied with the bare Depoſing of King Richard, would have 
had him tried, in Form, ang petitioned the King for that Purpoſe. His 
Marginal Note on this refers to Cotton”s Abridgment for his Authority; 

Whereas there is not one Word of this Petition mentioned in the Abr:d- 
g*r's Account of this Parliament, RAIN Fel. Edit, p. 486. 
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© the other Princes, by their Ariſtocratical Power, do 
not only reſtrain, but ſometimes alſo remove from * 
© their Imperial State; ſuch are alſo the Kings of Den- 
© mark and Swedeland, who are many Times by the 
£ Nobility dejected, either into Priſon, or into Exile 
© ſuch likewiſe are the Dukes of Venice, and of ſome 
other Free States in Itah; and the chiefeſt Cauſe for 
« which Lewis Earl of Flanders was lately expell'd from 
© his Place, was for drawing to himſelf Cognizance in 
Matters of Life and Death, which high Power never 
« pertained to his Dignity. 


© Tn theſe and ſuch like Governments, the Prince 


© hath not regal Rights, but is himſelf ſubject to that 
© Power which is greater than his; whether it be in the 
© Nobility or the mon People. But if the Sove- 
© reign Majeſty be in the Prince, as it was in the three 
« firſt Empires, and in the * of Fudea, and 1/- 
ra; and is now in the Ki 

France, Spain, Scotland, M. ſcory, Turkey, Tartary, 
Perſia, Ethiopia, and almoſt all the Kingdoms of 
* Aſia and Africa; although for his Vices he be unpro- 
© fitable to the Subject, yea hurtful, yea intolerable ; 
© yet can they lawfully neither harm his Perſon, nor 
© hazard his Power, whether by Judgment, or elſe by 
© Force. For neither one, nor all Magiſtrates, have 
any Authority over the Prince, from whom all Au- 
© thority is deriv'd, and whoſe only Preſence doth ſi- 
* lence and ſuſpend all inferior Juriſdiction and Pow- 
© er. As for Force, what Subject can attempt, or aſ- 
© fiſt, or counſel, or conceal Violence againſt his 
Prince, and not incur the high and heinous Crime of 
* Treaſon. 


ngdoms of England, 


* Itisa common Saying, Thought is free ; free in- 


* deed from Puniſhment of ſecular Laws, except by 
Word or Deed it break forth into Action; yet the 
* ſecret Thoughts againſt the ſacred Majeſty of a Prince, 
* without Attempt, without Endeavour, have been 
* adjudged worthy of Death; and ſome who in Auri- 
© cular Confeſſion, have diſcover'd their treacherous 
© Deviſes againſt the Perſon of ther Prince, have after- 
* wards been executed for the ſame. All Laws do ex- 
* empt a Madman from Puniſhment, becauſe their 


Actions 


King Henry IV. 
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took it; flew the King; burnt the Temple; 


g 


Actions are not governed by their Will and Purpoſe; ' 
and the Will of Man being ſet aſide, all his Doings 
are indifferent, neither can the Body offend without a 
corrupt or erraneous Mind: Yet if a Madman draw | 
his Sword upon his King, it hath been adjudged to 
deſerve Death. And leaſt any Man ſhould ſurmiſe 
that Princes, for the Maintenance of their own Safe- | 
ty and Sovereignty, are the only Authors of theſe il 
9 let us a little conſider the Patterns and 
Precepts of Holy Scripture. Nebuchadnezzar, King 
of Mria, waſted all Paleſtine with Fire and Sword; 
beſieg d Jeruſalem a long Time; and at the laſt 


took away the Holy Veſſels and Treaſure ; the reſt 
he permitted to the Cruelty and Spoil of his unmerci- | 
ful Soldiers, who defiled all Places with Rape and 
Slaughter, and ruinated to the Ground that flouriſh- | 
ing City: After the Glut of this bloody Butchery, | 
the People that rem:in'd he led captive into Chaldea ; i 
there he erected his Golden Image, and commanded 
that they which refuſed to worſhip it, ſhould be caſt 
into a fiery Furnace. 
* What Cruelty, what Injuſtice, what Impiety | 
is comparable to this? And yet God calleth Nebu- Wb 
chadnezzar his Servant, and promiſeth Hire and Wa- 
ges for his Service: And the Prophets Jeremiah and 
Baruch did write to the Jews to pray ſor the Liſe of 
him, and of Baltazar his Son, that their Days might 
be upon Earth as the Days of Heaven: And Ezekiel 
with bitter "Terms abhorreth the Diſloyalty of Zede- 
chiah, becauſe he revolted from Nebuchadnezzar, | 
whoſe Homager and Tributary he was. What ſhall 
we ſay of Saul? Did he not put all the Prieſts to Ex- 
ecution, becauſe one of them did relieve holy and 
harmleſs David? Did he not violently perſecute that 
his moſt faithful Servant and dutiful Son in Law, du- 
ring which Purſuit, he fell twice into the Power of 
David; who did not only ſpare, but alſo protect the 
King ; reproved the Pretorian Soldiers for their neg- 
ligent Watch ; and was touch'd in Heart for cutting 
away the Lapof his Garment ; and afterwards cauſ- 
ed the Meſſenger to be ſlain, who upon Requeſt, and 
| Ss 
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* for Pity, had lent his Hand (as he faid) to help for- King Henry Iv. 


ward the voluntary Death of that ſacred King? As 
for the contrary Examples, as that of Jebu who flew 
* Fehoram and Ahaziab, Kings of Iſrael and Judah; 
they were done by expreſs Oracle and Revelation 
© from God, and are no more ſet down for our Imita- 
tion, than the robbing of the Egyptians, or any other 
particular and priviledg'd Commandment ; but in the 
general Precept, which all Men muſt ordinarily fol- 
© low, not only our Actions, but our Speeches alſo, 
© and our very Thoughts are ſtrictly jr hh ep Duty 
and Obedience unto Princes, whether they be good or 
© evil. The Law of God ordaineth, That he which dath 
« preſumptuouſly againſt the Ruler of the Perple ſhall dye; 
and the Prophet David forbiddeth to touch the Lords 
* anointed ; Thou ſhalt not rail upon the Fudges, nei- 
© ther ſpeak Evil againſt the Ruler of the People. And 
© the Apoſtles do demand further, that even our 
Thoughts and Souls be obedient to higher Powers; 
© and leaſt any ſhould imagine that they meant of gooq 
Princes only, they ſpeak generally of all; and further 
© to take away all Doubt, they make expreſs Mention of 
© the Evil. For the Power and Authority of wicked 
Princes is the Ordinance of God; and therefore 
* Chriſt told Pilate, that the Power which he had was 
© given him from above; and the Prophet Eſay calleth 
© Cyrus, being a prophane and heathen Prince, the 
Lord's Anointed, For God ſtirred up the Spirit 
© even of wicked Princes to do his Will; and as Jebo- 
* ſaphat ſaid to his Rulers, they execute not the Judg- 
ment of Man, but of the Lord: In regard hereof, 
David calleth them Gods; becauſe they have their 
* Rule and Authority immediately from God ; which 
© if they abuſe, they are not to be adjudged by their 
* Subjects, for no Power within their Dominion is ſu- 
© perior to theirs ; but God reſerveth them to the ſoreſt 
Tal: Horribly and juddainly, faith the Wiſeman, 
* will the Lord appear unto them, and a hard Judgment 
Hall they have, | 
The Law of God commandeth, that the Child 
* ſhall be put to Death, for any Contumely done 
* unto the Parents; but what if the Father be a . 
n der 


King Henty IV. 


+ © our Purſes, we muſt not ſhun for the one, nor ſhrink 


ner of Puniſhment, and ſhew our Subjection by en- 


ing rather from unexperienced Ignorance, or corrupt 
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* ber? If a Murtherer ? If for all Exceſs of Villanies, 
© odious and execrable both to God and Man ? Surely 
© he deſerveth the higheſt Degree of Puniſhments, and 
yet muſt not the Son lift up his Hand againſt him, 
for no Offence is ſo great as to be puniſh'd by Parri- 
© cide: But our Country is dearer unto us than our 
Parents; and the Prince is Pater Patriæ, the Father 
© of our Country; and therefore more ſacred and dear 
< unto us than our Parents by Nature, and muſt not 
© be violated, how imperious, how impious ſoever he 
© be: Doth he command or demand, our Perſons or 


© for the other; for, as Nehemiah ſaith, Kings have Do- 
* minion over the Bodies and over the Cattle of their Sub- | 
« jetts, at their Pleaſure. Doth he enjoin thoſe Acti- 
© ons which are contrary to the Laws of God ? We 
© muſt neither wholly obey nor violently refiſt, but 
* with a conſtant Courage ſubmit ourſelves to all Man- 


during, and not performing; yea the Church hath 
declared it to be an Hereſy, to hold that a Prince 
© may be ſlain or depoſed by his Subjects, for any Diſ- 
© order or Default, either in Life, or elſe in Govern- 
© ment. There will be Faults ſo long as there are 
Men; and as we endure with Patience a barren |? 
© Year if it happen, and unſeaſonable Weather, and 
ſuch other Defects of Nature, ſo muſt we tolerate the 
Imperfections of Rulers; and quietly expect, either 
© a Reformation, or elſe a Change. 

But alas, good King Richard, why ſuch Cruelty ? 
What ſuch Impiety hath he ever committed? Exa- 
mine rightly thoſe Imputations which are laid againſt 
* him, without any falſe Circumſtance of Aggrava- 
© tion, and you ſhall find nothing objected, either of 
* any Truth, or of great Moment. It may be, that 
many Errors and Overſights have eſcaped him, yet 
* none ſo grievous to be terrhed Tyranny ; as proceed- 


Co nel, than from any natural or wilful Malice. 
* Oh, how ſhall the World be peſtered with Tyrants, 
if Subjects may rebel upon every Pretence of Ty- 
* ranny ? How many good Princes ſhall daily be 

| « ſuppreſſed 
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ported? If they levy a Subſidy, or any other Taxa- 
© tion, it ſhall be claimed Oppreſſion: If they put 
© any to Death for Traiterous Attempts againſt their 
c Perſons, it ſhall be exclaimed Cruelty : If they do 
any Thing againſt the Luſt and Liking of the People, 
© it ſhall be proclaimed Tyranny. 

* But let it be, that without Authority in us, or 
© Deſert in him, King Richard muſt be depoſed : Yet 
© what Right had the Duke of Lancaſter to the 
* Crown ? Or what Reaſon have we without his 
© Right to give it to him? If he make Title as Heir 
© unto King Richard, then muſt he yet ſtay until King 
* Richard's Death : For no Man can ſucceed as Heir 
© to one that liveth. But it is well known to all Men, 
* who are not either wilfully blind or groſly ignorant, 
that there are ſome now alive, lineally deſcended 
* from Lionel Duke of Clarence, whoſe Offipring was 
© by Judgment of the High Court of Parliament holden 
© the ninth Year of the Reign of King Richard, declar- 
© ed next Succeſſor to the Crown, in caſe King Ri- 
* chard ſhould die without Iſſue (i). Concerning the Title 
from Edmund Crouchback, I will paſs it over; ſeeing 
© the Authors thereof are become aſhamed of ſo abſurd 
« Abuſe, both of their own Knowledge, and our Cre- 
* dulity ; and therefore all the Claim is now made, by 
Right of Conqueſt ; by the Ceſſion and Grant of 
King Richard; and by the general Conſent of all 
© the People. It is a bad Wooll that will take no Co- 
* lour : But what Conqueſt can a Subject pretend a- 
« gainſt his Sovereign, where the War is Inſurrection, 
* and the Victory high and heinous Treaſon ? As for 
the Reſignation which King Richard made, being a 
« pent Pritoner for the ſame Cauſe, it is an Act extort- 
* ed by Force; and therefore of no Validity to bind 
* him: And ſeeing that by the Laws of this Land, 
the King alone cannot alienate the ancient Jewels 
* and Ornaments pertaining to the Crown, ſurely he 
cannot give away the Crown it ſelf, and therewithal 
* the Kingdom. 

Neither have we any Cuſtom, that the People at 

* Pleaſure 
(1) See Vol. I. P» 387. and in this Volume, p. 2, 


© ſuppreſſed by thoſe, by whom they ought to be ſup- King Henry Iv. 


King Henry IV. 
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© Pleaſure ſhould elect their King; but they are al - 
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ways bound unto him, who by Right of Blood is 
right Succeſſor; much leſs can they confirm and 
make good that Title, which is before by Violence 
uſurped; for nothing can then be freely done, when 
Liberty is once reſtrained by Fear. So did Scy/la, by 


© Terror of his Legions, obtain the Law Velleia to 
© be made, whereby he was created Dictator for Four- 
© ſcore Years: And by like Impreſſion of Fear, Cæſar 
© cauſed the Law Servia to be promulged, by which 
© he was made perpetual Dictator: But both theſe 
© Laws were afterwards adjudged void. As for the 
© Depoſing of King Edward the Second it is no more 
© to be urged, than the Poiſoning of King Fohn, or 
the Murdering of any other good and lawful Prince: 
We muſt live according to Laws, and not to Ex- 
amples: And yet the Kingdom was not then taken 
from the lawful Succeflur. But if we look back to 
Times lately paſt, we ſhall. find that theſe Titles 
* were more ſtrong in King Stepten, than they are in 
the Duke of Lancaſter. For King Henry the firſt 
* being at large Liberty, neither reſtrained in Body, nor 
© conſtrained in Mind, had appointed him to ſucceed ; 
© as it was upon good Credit, certainly affirmed. The 
People aſſented to this Deſignment; and thereupon 
without Fear, and without Force, he was anointcd 
King, and obtained full Poſſeſſion of the Realm (u). 
* Yet Henry, Son of the Earl of Anjou, having a nearer 
© Right by his Mother to the Crown, notwithſtanding | 
© his Father was a Stranger, and himſelf born beyond 
© the Seas, raifed ſuch rough Wars upon King Stephen, | 
© that thete was no end of ſpoiling the Goods, and 
* ſpilling the Blood of the unhappy People, beſides the 
© Ruins and Deformities of many Cities and Holds ; 
until his lawful Inheritance was to him aſſured. It 
« terrifieth me to remember how many flouriſhing Em- 
© pires and Kingdoms have been, by means of ſuch 
© Contentions, either torn in pieces With inteſtine Di- 
© vition, or ſubdued to foreign Princes, under pretence 
© of Aſſiſtance and Aid; and I need not repeat how 
© this Realm hath heretofore been ſhaken with theſe 
* ſeveral Miſchieſs. And yet neither the Rn__ 
, 10 ot 
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(«) See Vol, I, P, 12. 
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«© are ſufficient to make us to beware. 

O Engl/bmen, worſe bewitched than the fooliſh 
« Galatians ! Our unſtaid Minds and reſtleſs Reſolutions 
do nothing elſe but hunt after our own Harms: No 
© People have more Hatred abroad, and none leſs (Quiet 
© it home: In other Countries the Sword of Invaſion 
< hath been ſhaken againſt us: In our own Land, the 
Fire of Inſurrection hath been kindled among us: 
© And what are theſe Innovations, but Whetſtones 
© to ſharpen the one and Bellows to blow up the 
© other? 

« Certainly I fear that the ſame will happen unto us 
which A/op fableth to have been fallen unto the 
Frogs, who being defirous to have a King, a Beam 
was given unto them ; the firſt Fall whereof did 
put them in ſome fear, but when they ſaw it lie till 
in the Stream, they inſulted thereon with great Con- 
tempt, and deſired a King of quicker Courage: Then 
was ſent unto them a Stork, which ſtalking among 
them with ſtately Steps, continually devoured them. 
The Mildneſs of King Richard hath bred in us this 
Scorn, interpreting it to be Cowardice and Dulneſs of 
Nature: The next Heir is alſo rejected: I will not ſay 
that with greater Courage we ſhall find greater Cruelty ; 
© but if either of theſe ſhall hereafter be able to ſet u 

© their Side, and bring the Matter to Trial by Arms, I 
do aſſuredly fay, that which Part ſoever ſhall carry 
the Fortune of the Field, the People both ways muſt 
© go towreck. And thus have I declired my Mind 
* concerning this Queſtion, in more Words than your 
* Wiſdom, yet fewer than the Weight of the Cauſe, 
© doth require; and do boldly conclude, that we have 
© neither Power nor Policy, either to depoſe King 
* Richard, or to elect Duke Henry in his place; that 
* King Richard remaineth till our Sovereign Prince, 
© and therefore it is not lawful for us to give Judgment 
© upon him; that the Duke, whom you call King, 
© hath more offended againſt the King and the Realm, 
© than the King hath done, either againſt him or us: 
For being baniſhed the Realm for ten Years by the 
King and his Council, amongſt whom his own Fa- 
Vor. II. D « ther 


A 


© of other Countries, nor the Miſeries of our own, king Henry Iv. 
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Kiog Henry IV, © ther was Chief (a); and ſworn not to return again 
| © without ſpecial Licence; he hath not only violated 
© His Oath, but with impious Arms diſturbed the Quiet 
of the Land, and diſpoſſeſſed the King from his 
© Royal Eſtate; and now demandeth Judgment againſt 
© his Perſon, without Offence proved, or Defence heard. *: 
© Tf this Injury and this Perjury doth nothing move us, 
yet let both our private and common Dangers ſome- | 
s what withdraw us from theſe violent Proceedings (6). 


For which he is This Speech, ſays the Hiſtorian from whom we now 

charged with quote, was differently taken, as Men were then diffe- 

High Treaſon. rently affected, between Fear, Hope, and Shame; yet, 
the major Part, by far, ſhewed themſelves in the In- 
tereſt of their new King Henry; and the Orator was 
inſtantly attach'd of High Treaſon, by the Earl Mar- 
Hal, and ſent Priſoner to the Abbey of Saint Albans. 
Whoſe Council, adds he, then contemned, was after- 
wards better thought upon ; partly in the Life-time of 
this King Henry, during whoſe Reign ſcarce a Year 
paſſed without much Slaughter and Execution; but 
more eſpecially in the Reigns ſucceeding. For, within 
the Space of thirty-fix Years, twelve ſet Battles were 
fought in this Realm, and on this Quarrel, by Engli/h- | 
men only; and more than fourſcore Princes of the q 
Blood Royal of England, ſlain by each others [4 
Swords (c). 

But, it cannot be amiſs to quote one whole Para- 

graph from M. Rapin's Hiſtory, containing his Reflec- 


| tions 
a) See before in Vol. I. p. 492. : 
8 Our immortal Shaleſpear, in his hiſtorical Play of King Richard II. 
has given us the Subſtance of this Speech, made by the Biſhop of Car- 
lifle, in his elegant Manner. Tu zosArp's Firſt Edis. P. 316. 
The ſame great Poet, at the Concluſion of this Play, when the ſaid 
Biſhop was brought before Henry to receive his Sentence for being con- 
cerned in an Infurreftion againlf hind, makes the King ſpeak thus : 
King. ©* Carliſle, this is thy Doom. | 4 
Chuſe out ſome ſecret Place, ſome reverend Room 2 
More than thou haſt, and with it joy thy Lite; 
580, as thou liveſt in Peace, die free from Strife, | 
» For though mine Enemy thou haſt ever been, 
% High Sparks of Honour in thee I have ſeen.” | 
Ibid. P. 340. = 


(c) Sir Hayward, P. 110. By which Slaughter all the Heirs Male t 
of —— deſtroyed, Holling ſbead, P. 511. » i 
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tions on the Conduct of this Parliament, in the Sen- 
tence of King Richard's perpetual Impriſonment; and, 
what is agreed by moſt Hiſtorians, tho” it is not in the 
Abridgement of the Records, that there was made to it 
this terrible Addition, That if, at any time, any Inſur- 
rection ſhould be made in his Favour, he ſhould be the 
firſt that ſhould ſuffer Death for it (d). Becauſe, we 
think that here our Foreigner ſhews his Partiality on 
the Side of Monarchy ; and ſeems to own, that Parlia- 
ments are capable of acting as unjuſtly as the moſt ab- 
ſolute Kings; a Circumſtance few will believe that 
have not well noted this Paflage ; and therefore we 
ſhall give it in his Tranſlator Tindal!'s own Words (e): 

It is not my buſineſs to determine, how far the 


King Henry IV, 


Mr Rapin's Re- 


Authority of the Parliament may be extended, with marks, on the 


reſpect to the King's Perſon. I ſhall only obſerve, 
© that this is the ſecond Inſtance of the Depoſing of a 
King of England, without hearing his Defence, or ſo 
* much as obſerving the uſual Formalities preſcribed by 
© the Law, in the Trial of the meaneſt Subject. The 
Parliament which depoſed Edward II. was ſatisfied 
* with decreeing, that he ſhould be kept in ſafe Cuſto- 
* dy during Lite. But this Parliament, to Richard's 
© Depofing, adds the Sentence of Death: For no other- 
© wiſe can the Condition be conſidered, upon which 
© his Life is granted. Let us farther remark, that one 
© of the chief Articles of Accuſation againſt this Prince, 
* was his putting to Death the Duke of Glaceſter his 
* Uncle, without a previous Trial. And this fame 
© Parliament condemns him unheard, upon his bare 
« Confeſſion, when a Priſoner ; not, that he is guilty 
of the particular Crimes laid to his Charge, but that 
© he is in his own Opinion unworthy to wear the 
* Crown, They are not content with ſtripping him 
* of his Royalty, but order him to be impriſoned for 


Sentence againſt 


King Richards 


Life. hat do I ſay ? They really condemn him 


to die, fince in ſeeming to grant him his Life, they 
* add a Condition, which probably muſt ſoon make 
him loſe it. If in peruſing the Reign of Richard II. 
© one can't help deteſting the Principles of the Shrew/- 
D 2 6 bury 
(4) Halte Chron. Fol. X. and Grafton P. 408, 
(e) Rapin, Vol. I. P. 437. 
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King Heary IV. bury Parliament, which tended to ſubject the Lives, 


© Honours and Fortunes of the Nation to the King's 
Will, what ought we to think of this? By a con- 
© trary Exceſs, they put the Life and Honour of the 
< King himſelf in the power of his Subjects, and re- 
© fuſe the Sovereign a Privilege, which every Engl 
Subject has a right to demand, The Examples theſe 
© two Parliaments afford, are a clear Evidence that the 
© Engliſh Conſtitution can never pretend to that Degree 
© of Perfection, boaſted by ſome, till the Bounds to be 
© preſcribed to the Prerogative Royal, and the Privileges 
© of Parliament, are preciſely determined.” 

To proceed with the Buſineſs tranſacted in this Par- 

| liament : The Commons appeared again with their 

— —— Speaker, and declared to the King, that the Duke of 

liament. Britainy, had ſent word that he was ready to do all 

which the King would defire him, and therefore prayed 

that the Earldom of Richmond, being his own Inheri- 

tance, might not be granted away by any Letters Pa- 

tents, which Petition was made a Requeſt from the 
Commons. — 

The Duke of York, the Earl of Northumberland, and 
others of Kindred to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
pray'd the King that the faid Archbiſhop might have his 
Recovery againſt Roger Walden, who had been made 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury during the others Exile, for 
ſundry Waſtes and Spoils, done by the ſaid Roger in 
the Archbiſhoprick aforeſaid, which the King inſtantly 

nted, and thanked them for their Motion. But the 

mmons, upon hearing of this Award, prayed the 
King that, ſince they were not made privy to the 
Judgment aforeſaid, no Record might be made to 
charge or make them Parties therein, To which the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, by the King's Command 
anſwered, * That the Commons were only Petitioners, 
© and that all Judgments belong to the King and 
© Lords; unleſs it was in Statutes, Grants of Subſidies 
© or ſuch like ;* which Ordinance the King willed 
ſhould be from that time obſerved. 

The two Northern Earls, Northumberland and 
Weſtmoreland, requeſted the King that he would purge 
them from a Reproach caſt on them, * That they — 

T acdviſ 
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© adviſed the King to make War on Scotland. The King Henry Iv. 
King took it upon himſelf, and cauſed the Earl of 
Northumberland to aſk every Lord there, ſeparately, 
his Opinion relating to the ſaid War, who all encou- 
raged the King to undertake it. 

To the King's eldeſt Son, beſides the Titles and Prin- 
Cipalities already conferred this Parliament, were added 
the Dukedoms of Lancaſter and Aquitain ; to the for- 
mer of which were given all ſuch Liberties and Fran- 
Chiſes, as were heretofore granted to the Duke of the 
ſaid Dutchy ; and that they ſhould remain to his eldeſt 
Son, and to his Heirs, Dukes of Lancaſter, difleverd 
from the Crown of England; and thereupon the King 
delivered a Charter thereof, made in Parliament, to 
Henry his eldeſt Son. 

The King enacted, by the Aſſent of the Lords, that 
a certain new People, diſguis'd in white Garments, com- 
ing from beyond Sea, and pretending great Sanctity, 
ſhould in no wiſe be ſuffer'd to tarry or harbour wi 
in the Realm. 

Next follow ſeveral private Affairs too tedious to men- 
tion; except, that on the Petition of Sir Thomas Haxey, 
Clerk, the King pardon'd and revok'd the Judgment 
made againſt him in the 2oth Year of King Richard's 
Reign, and reſtor'd him to Blood, and the Recovery of 
all his Goods, Livings, Lands and Tenements (g). 

Sir William Rickhill, one of the Judges to the late 
King, but now a Priſoner, was brought before the 
Parliament, and required to anſwer by what Warrant 
he took and certified the Confeſſion of the late Duke of 
Glouceſter, in the 21ſt Year of Richard II. (;; and 
by Order of the King, Sir Walter Clapton, Chief Ju- 
ſtice, was put to examine him. But Ric#h1ill, anſwer- 
ing at full, and producing ſufficient Authority for what 
he had done, and his ſincere Dealing therein, the Lords 
unanimouſly declared that they thought he had acted 
Juſtly ; and upon this the Chief Juſtice adjudged the 
faid Sir William acquitted thereof for ever. 

The Petitions of the Commons, and the K'ng's Anſwers. „ | 

Petition. That the Liberties of the Church, the uns. 

D 3 Great 


(c) He was then a Member of Parliament and was ſentenced to 
Death, for bringing in a Bill to regulate the King's Houſhold, Arno 20, 
Ric, 11 See Vol. I. p. 458, 

(3) Vol. 1. p. 475. 
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Great Charter, and Charter of the Foreſts, be confirm'd. 
Anfwer. The King willeth the ſame (i). 
Pet. That the Lords Spiritual, Temporal, and the 
Judges, do not from henceforth plead, in Excuſe, that 
they durſt not for Fear of Death to ſpeak the T ruth. 
Anfeo. The King reputeth them all to be juſt, and 
that they will not give him Council to the contrary ; 
but if they do, let Complaint be made. 
Pet. That all the King's chief Officers be ſworn to 
* * ſhun all Biibery, and ſuch as are attainted thereof to 
loſe all they have. 
| Anfw. Every ſuch Officer, upon Attaint, ſhall be 
puniſhed for his Miſdoing ; otherwiſe the Statutes al- 
| ready made may ſuffice. | 
[ 
| 


King Henry IV. 


Pet. That no Part of the Crown-Lands may be 
fold, given, or exchanged; and that there be a Reſump- 
| tion of fuch as are. | 
np Anſto. The King will be adviſed of this. 

1 Pet. That every Man may purſue his Remedy for 
1 all n and Spoils, committed ſince the coming of 
the King. 

w. For Spoils done where the King's Army hath 

been, he will be adviſed ; for the reſt he granteth. 

Pet. That all Men diſpoſſeſſed of any Tenements, 
without Proceſs of Law, may be reſtored, if done ſince 
the King's coming in. 

Anfw. They are remitted to the Common Law. 

Pet. That, in Confideration of the great Plague in 

| the North, it would pleaſe the King to lie with his 
Army in the midſt of the Kingdom. 

Frifw. The King will be adviſed. 

; Pet. That the King will appoint able Captains, as 
| well in England as in Malis. 

Anſw. 


(i) The Preamble to this Statute, and the reft in this Year, begins 
in this Manner : 
© Henry, by the Grace of God, King of England and of France, 
and Lord of Ireland; to the Laud and Honour of God and Reverence 
* of Holy Church, for to nouriſh Unity, Peace and Concord, among all 
„ Parties within the Realm of England; and for Redreſs and Recovery 
of the ſame Realm, which now of late hath been dangerouſly put to 
© great Ruin and Deſolation ; by the Aſſent of the Prelates, Dukes, 
f Earls, Barons, and at the Inſtance and ſpecial Requeſt of the Com- 
* mons of the ſame Ream aſſembled at his Parliament held at V- 
* minſler, on the Feaſt of St. Faith the Virgin, the firſt Year of his 
* Reign, hath made, ordained, and eftabliſhed certain Ordinances and 
f Statutes in Form, as followeth,* Statutes at large, An, I, Hen, IV. 
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Anſw. The King meaneth no leſs. 

The Commons grant to the King, that he ſhall be 
as free and enjoy as great Liberties as any of his Pro- 
genitors had before him; whereupon the King, in Par- 
lament, promiſed that he would not turn the fame 
contrary to the Laws. 


King Henry Iv. 


Pet. The Commons pray the Reverſal of the Judg- 


ment given againſt Richard Earl of Arundel in the 2 iſt 
Year of King Richard, and that Reſtitution be made 
to Thomas his Son and Heir (4). 

Anſw. The King hath ſhewn Favour to Thomas now 
Earl, and to others. 

Pet. That ſuch Records, touching the Inheritance of 
the ſaid Earl of Arundel and Surrey, late embezzled, 
may be ſought for and reſtored. 

Anſio. The King willeth. 

Pet. They make the like Requeſt for Reſtitution to 


be made to Thomas Earl of Warwick (1). 


Anſio. The King hath ſhewn Favour to him alſo. 
Pet. They require a Repeal of the Act made Anno 


21. Richard II. with a general Reſtitution of Lands 


and Goods, to all ſuch as loſt thereby. 

Anfw. The King has been gracious in this alſo, and 
for the reſt he will be adviſed (m). 

T heſe are all or moſt of the Petitions and Anſwers, 
on publick Affairs, which paſſed in this Parliament. 
But there are yet ſome Matters in the Pleas of the 
Crown, at this Time, which deſerve our Attention. 

The Commons pray the King, that the Lords, who 


were Appellants in the Parliament held the twenty-firſt 


| D 4 of 

(k) See Vol. I. p. 470. 

(7) Ibid. p. 477+ 

(m) A Repeal of the whole Parliament holden 21 Ric, II. and of the 
Authority given thereby was paſſed, and the Parliament held 11 Ric, II. 
confirmed. Alſo a Reſtitution to thoſe, or their Heirs, who were attainted 
21 Ric. II. Statutes at Large, An. 1. Hen. IV. See before, in the Firſt 
Volume, p. 412, and 492. 

The Parliament 2t Ric. II. was called, ſays Hall, the Evil Parlia- 
ment for the Nobility, the worſe for the Menalty, but the worſt of all 
for the Commonalty. Hart's Chron, Fol. XI. 

A general Pardon was alſo paſſed for Treaſon, Felony, Cc. except to 
the Murderers of the Duke of Glocefter. Stat at Large, An. 1. Hen. IV, 

Hall writes, that an Act was paſſed this Parliament for entailing the 
Crown of England on this King Henry, his four Sons in Succeſſion, and 
their Poſterity ; and hath given us the Subſtance of it» But nothing of 
this Nature appears on the Records, or in the Statute-Books, till 
Ann, 7. Hen, IV. which ſee, 
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King Heary IV, Of the late King Richard, may be called on to anſwer 
2 for their Acts done at that lime. The Records of 


| which were brought and read in Parliament, in the 
N Preſence of Edward Duke of Albemarle, Thomas Duke of 
Surrey, John Duke of Exeter, John Marqueſs of Dor/et, 
ahn Earl of Salisbury, and Thomas Earl of Gloceſter. 
| heſe were all the Accuſers of the Archbiſhop and the 
| reit of the Lords, in the Parliament of the 21ſt of 
1 Richard II. that were ſpared from Execution; except 4 
1 King Henry himſelf, then Earl of Derby, who was the 
| | principal Perſon concerned in that Affair. 
Proceedings a= The Duke of Albemarle, was called on firſt, who 
gainſt the Duke pleaded in Excuſe, * That he was no Contriver of the 
| — — ſaid Appeal; and what he then did, was by the King's 
Appellants, in Command, whom he durſt not diſobey. That in 
the 21ſt of Ri- relation to King Henry's Exile, and Revocation of 
chard Il, is Patent, it was entirely againſt his Will, and he cal- 
led certain Lords to witneſs the ſame : He, alſo, en- 
1 \ deavoured to excuſe himſelf from adviſing, or being 
| p ways privy to the Death of the Duke of Gle- 
ceſter." 
The Duke of Surrey prayed the King to confider 
} | the tender Age, and ſmall Reputation he was in, at 
the time the Appeal was made. Afterwards, he an- 
ſwered in all Points, as the former Duke had done ; 
all which ke offered to prove when the King ſhould 
appoint. | 
The Duke of Exeter pleaded alſo, as above; only, 
| in relation to the Duke of Glaceſter, he added, that he 
| 
| 


1 heard King Richard ſay, that he ſhould be lain. 
I} The Marqueſs of Dorſet affirmed, as before, only he 
L made no mention of the Duke of Glocgſter. 

The Earl of Saliſbury faid, that he was drawn into 
| the Appeal, for fear of his Life; and for that he was 

1 accuſed by the Duke of Norfolk, that he ſhould have 
| meant to have ſlain the Duke of 2 the King's 

i 


. Father. Albeit, he was ready by the King's Order, to 


| 
[| have diſproved the Charge ; but, for that he had not yet 
| offered to acquit himſelf thereof, he aſked Pardon for 
the ſame (). 
The Earl of Glae/ter affirmed the ſame with the 
| Duke of Albemarle. . 
| After 


( Vol. I, | P- 491. 
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After theſe Noblemen had anſwered the ſeveral Que- King Henry IV. 
ſions, they were all ordered to withdraw, whilſt the 

King and Parliament conſulted what Sentence to award 

for them. And the King and Lords did adjudge, They are ſen- 

© That the ſaid Dukes, Marqueſs and Earls, ſhould — — 
© loſe their Names and Titles, and all the Honours Miva of their 
< thereto belonging; and that they ſhould forfeit all — 

© the Lands and Goods, which they, or any of them 

© had given them at the Death of the ſaid Duke of 

* Glocefter, or at any time ſince; and that if they, or 

© any of them, ſhould eſpouſe the Quarrel, or aſſiſt the 

© Perſon of King Richard, lately depoſed, that then 

© the ſame ſhould be Treaſon.” Which Sentence or 

Tudgment, by the King's Command was pronounced- 

by Sir William Thirning, Lord Chief Juſtice of the 

ing's Bench. 

But after all, we find that as to their Lands, it was But are reftores 
left to the King either to continue them in Poſſeſſion, by the King, 
or turn them out if he pleaſed. Yet, Henry, willing 
to begin his Reign with ſome Acts of Clemency, not 
only left them their Eſtates, but, alſo, reſtored them to 
their Honours. Moreover, he made the Duke of Exe- 
ter, who had married his Half-Siſter, Governor of Ca- 
lais. But Walſingham (o) writes, that this mild Sentence 
on the Lords was greatly reſented by the Common 
People, both againſt the King and his Council, becauſe 
they judged thoſe Noblemen by their late Proceedings, 
guilty of Death. 

On the 2gth Day of November the Commons re- 
quired, that the Arreſt and * — againſt William 
le Scrope, Earl of Wiltſhire, Sir Henry Green, and Jahn 
Buſy Knights, who had been executed without any 
Proceſs at Briſtol, might be confirmed in full Parlia- 
ment (p). On which Sir Richard le Scrope petitioned the 
King that nothing might be done to diſinherit him or 
his Children, conſidering the ſaid William was his Son. 

The Commons aſked Sir Richard, if the Judgment a- 
gainſt his Son was lawful ? Who anſwered, that it was 
lawful. Upon which, the King faid, that he would 
have all the Lands of the Perſons aforeſaid forfeited 
to him by way of Congue/t, as of thoſe who had been 
the 
(0) Walfingbam, p. 362. Fabian's Chron, Fol. CLXV, 
2 See Vel I, 5 — 


58 The Parliamentary His Tor 


King Henry IV. the chief Actors in the Parliament of the twenty-firſt 
of Rithard the Second. 
The laſt Thing which we ſhall mention in the Pro- 
. reedings of this Parliament, is ſome farther Enquiry 
made there in relation to the Duke of Glcefter ; which 
tho' not all mentioned in the Abridgment, our older 
Chroniclets (g), particularly Hollingſbead, are very 
exact in deſcribing Sir John Baggot, then a Priſoner 
in the Taver, was brought to the Bar of the Houſe, 
and there examined on the Affair of that Murder; who 
nnn there declared, in a Bill, then delivered in, That it 
| Marge af e ©: Was by the Advice and Inſtigation of the Duke of A.- 
| Duke of Glo- bemarle, that the Lords were apprehended by the 
| ceſter, © King, and that the Duke of Glauceſer was inhuman- 
iy murder'd at Calais. That the Duke of Norfolk 
© did keep the Duke of Ghucefler alive three Weeks 
- © againſt the King's Will; but, for Fear of the King's 
_ © Diſpleaſure, the ſaid Duke and himſelf, with ſeve- 
© ral of the King's Servants, went over to Calais, and 
< ſaw him put to Death.” After this Declaration was 
openly read, the Duke of Albemarle roſe up and ſaid, 
That he utterly denied the Charge to be true againſt 
| him, and offer'd to juſtify his Innocency by Combat, 
| in ſuch Manner as ſhould be thought requiſite.” But 
| Baggott, not being at Liberty to accept the Challenge, 
| the Lord Fitz-Walter, and twenty other Lords, offer'd 
| to make it good by their Bodies, that he was the Cauſe 
| of the Duke of Glauceſter's Death. The Duke of Sur- 
| rey ſtood up againſt the Lord Fitz-Malter, and having af- 
| 


firmed that what the Duke of Albemarle had done againſt 
j F the Duke of Glouceſter, was by Conſtraint, he offer'd 
| to vindicate him by Fight; and all their Hoods, which 
| they flung down as Pledges of their Intentions, were 
| deliver'd to the Conſtable and Marſhal to be kept. But 
| all theſe Differences the King thought proper to accom- 
| modate, in a Way more politick and more confiſtent 
. ä with the Exigency of the Times, than ſuffering them 
| to go on to a Martial Trial. 
| - Baggott, in one of his Examinations before the 
| Houſe 


| (9) Hollingſbead's Chron, p. 511, 512, Cc. Sir Joba Hayward, 112. 
if Daniel in Kennet, 274. 
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Houſe, mention'd one John Hall, then a Priſoner in King Henry Iv. 


Newgate, who could ſay much more than he, _ 
to the Death of the Duke of Glouceſter. Which Hall, 
being ſent for and examined, confeſſed the whole Mat- 
ter; whoſe Examination, Confeſſion, and Sentence 
paſſed againſt him, being on the Rolls, we ſhall give 
from Sir Robert Cotton's own. Account of it. 

John Hall, a Servant of the Duke of Norfolk, bein 

examined by Sir Walter Clapton, Chief Juſtice, in fu 
Parliament, confeſs'd upon his Oath, that in the 
Month of September, Ar. 21, Rich. II. the Duke of 
Norfolk charged the ſaid John, among others, to mur- 
der the Duke of Ghucefter, there being preſent one John - 
Colfox, an Eſquire of the ſaid Duke of Norfolk ; and 
that they two then being at Calais, went together to our 
Ladies Church, where they found William Hempſley, Eſq; 
as aforeſaid, —— Bradſhaw, Eſq; as aforeſaid, William 
Servadlet, of the Chamber of the late King Richard; 
Francis Vadlett, of the Chamber of the Duke of Albe- 
marle; William Rogers, William Dennice, and 
Cockle, Servants to the ſaid Duke of Norfolk ; all whom 
were ſworn upon the Body of Chriſt, before one Sir 
William Chaplin, of St George's, in the Church of our 
Lady, that they ſhould not diſcloſe the ſaid Fact or 
Murder.” 
- © That after this Oath made, they altogether went 
with the Duke of Norfolk, towards the Houſe call'd the 
Princes Inn, and when they were come, the ſaid Duke 
of Norfolk cauſed the Perſons aforeſaid to enter into a 
2 within the ſame Houſe, and ſo departed.” 

© After which John Lovetoſte, with ſundry other Eſ- 
quires, brought the Duke of Gloucefler, and deliver'd 
him to the ſaid Scarl and Francis, in an Inner Parlour, 
and ſaid, There is Sear! and Francis; whereupon the 
Duke of Glovce/ter ſaid, Now I ſee I ſhall do well, and 
ſo asked Sear! how the King did? who ſaid well; and 
ſent to him Commendations, and ſo the ſaid Jahn Love- 
tofte departed.” 

* Whereupon the ſaid Szarl and Francis, took the ſaid 
Duke of Glouceſter into an Upper Chamber, ſaying, 
That they would ſpeak with him ;* unto whom when 

they 
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King Henry IV. they were come there, they ſaid, That the King's Will 


Was, that he ſhould be ſlain ; the Duke anſwer'd there- 
to, © If it be ſo it is welcome ;* that Sear! and Francis 
willed the Duke to take a Chaplain, whom the Duke 
there took, and was confeſſed.” | 
After which Confeſſion they cauſed the Duke to lye 
upon a Bed, upon whom ſo lying, the faid Sear! and 

rancis threw a Feather-Bed, the Sides whereof the ſaid 
Wilkam Rogers, Dennice, and Cockle ot the Chamber, 
held; and S-arl and Francis lay on the Mouth of the 
ſaid Duke until he was dead; Colfox, Hempſſey, and 
Bradſhaw, ſat that Night by the Duke on their Knees, 
weeping, and praying for the Soul of the ſaid Duke ; 
and Hall, this Examinant, kept the Door until the Duke 
was fla in. | 

After the Death of which Duke, the Duke of Vor- 


folk came in, and ſeeing him dead, ſaid, It were a great 


Matter to have the ſaid Duke living again.” 

© By whoſe Confeſſion it ſeemed to the Lords, that he 
the ſaid John Hall, had deſerved a grievous Death; 
whereupon they adjudged, by the Aſſent of the King, 
that the ſame Hall ſhould be drawn from Tower-Hill 
to Tyburn, his Bowels to be burned before him, his 
Body to be hanged, headed, and quartered, and his 
Head to be ſent and ſet upon Calais, and his Quarters 
at the King's Pleaſure ; and the Marſhal the ſame Day 
did Execution accordingly.” 

Though the Reader may find that this Revolution 
was ſufficiently ſanctiſied by the Archbiſhop of Canter - 
bury, and all the other Biſhops, except one, concur- 
ring with it, yet a more formal Teſtimony was ex- 
pected from them. And, whilſt the two Houſes of 
Parliament were acting, in the Manner aboveſaid, at 
Weſftminfier, the Biſhops and Clergy met in the Con- 
vocation at St Paul's. As the King rightly judged, 
that, in order to ſupport himſelf on the I hrone, it 
was neceſſary to make that Body his Friends, he ſent 
the Earls of Northumberland and Weſtmoreland to aſſure 
them of his Protection. Theſe Ambaſſadors, being 


admitted into the Aſſembly, ſaid, That they were 


* come from the King, not to demand Money, as was 

* uſual in the former Reign; but to acquaint the Cler- 
a 

| BY 
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« oy of the King's Reſolution to maintain them in all Eins Henry Iv. 
« their Privileges and Immunities. Adding, that they 
© had Orders to aſſure the Convocation, that the King 
vas ready to concur with them in whatever Means 
© ſhould be thought proper to extirpate Hereſy, and — — = 
© puniſh obſtinate Hereticks.” They concluded with ks — "rag 
defiring the Clergy's Prayers for the Welfare of the pating Hereſy. 
King and Kingdom. 

M. Rapin remarks here, that nothing could be more 
apt to gain the Hearts of the Eccleſiaſticks, than the 
King's Promiſe to extirpate Hereſy. The Number of 
the Lollardt, which daily encreaſed, gave the Clergy 
much Reaſon to fear, that in the End a Reformation 
might be ſet on Foot, very detrimental to their Tem- 
poral Intereſts. Accordingly, the Aſſurances the King 
gave the Convocation, were received with great De- 
monſtrations of Joy and Thankfulneſs. And, the 
Reader will find, in the Courſe of this Reign, that he 
ſtrictly kept his Word with them. 

The next Year, being Anno 1400, began with Trou- 
bles of various Kinds, but all levelled againſt Henry and The King of 
his new acquired Government. The King of France, France declares 
whoſe Daughter Richard had married, was exceedingly *#iaft Henry. 
exaſperated at the late Revolution; and made great Pre- 

rations to revenge the Affront done to his Son-in- 

w. Henry had ſent an Embaſſy into France, to ex- 
cuſe this Matter as well as he could, but the Envoys 
could proceed no farther than Calais; becauſe the French 
King had not only denied them his Safe-Conduct, but 
had impriſon'd an Herald they had ſent to demand it. 
In this preſſing Exigency, nothing but War being ex- 
pected, and the Sinews of it very much wanted, Henry 
called a great Council of Peers to meet at Weſtminſter, 
on the ꝙh Day of February, to conſult of proper Mea-,  . of 
ſures to divert this Blow. In the Collection of Public peers Only, cal- 
As is a long Memorial of what was concluded on in led, to prevent 
this Council; which, as it is there expreſſed, was cal- — — 4 
led of Lords Spiritual and Temporal only, in this preſ- any Tax for the 
ſing Neceſſity, 4% avoid ſummoning any 2 (Y), War, 
and laying any Tax or Impoſition on the Commons. 

| They 

r) Pour eſchuire aucune + Fad, ' 

2 = 32 Parlement efire ſommoner, &c. Fad, Ang 
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They therefore conſented to raiſe Forces at their own 
n . and, in the Liſt of the Names of the Peers 
then preſent, is an Account of what Number of arm- 
ed Men each Temporal Lord engaged himſelf to bring ; 
but the Spiritual, tho* there alſo named, are out of this 


ſtion. 

es were the Scots leſs frightful to Henry on the 
other Side; but taking Advantage of the Diſſentions in 
England, they broke the Truce, and made ſeveral In- 
roads, with great Devaſtations and Plunderings. To 
ſtem this Tide, Henry carried his new raiſed Forces 
towards Scotland ; and in his Way thither he thought 
to have met a Parliament be had ſummoned to appear 
at York. For we find, that Writs of Summons were 
Anno Regni 1. ſent out, directed to Henry Prince of Wales, Fc. and 
1400, dated at Weſtminſter the 19th Day of September, for a 
At York. Parliament to meet at York, on the Feaſt of All Souls, 
next coming. Cotton has given us no more than the 
Names of the Peers that were ſummoned to this Parlia- 
ment; it is probable that the Buſineſs of it was inter- 
rupted by the Inſurrections, then made in the Nation, 
in Favour of King Richard. It is not for our Purpoſe 
to be ſo particular as to deſcribe all theſe firſt Attacks 
againſt this new ſettled Goverment ; we muſt refer our 
Readers to the larger Engi/b Hiſtorians for that Pur- 
Poſe. Sufficient it is to ſay, that theſe Civil Tumults 
were ſoon quaſhed, and the Authors of them ſuffered 
. Death, or perpetual Impriſonment. In this Interval, 
.- it was thought neceſſary that the unhappy Occaſion, 
i} though innocent of them himſelf, ſhould be, alſo, re- 
moved; and Richard II. underwent the ſame Fate 
Richard IT. put With his Great Grandfather Edward II. to make ſure 
to Death, Work, and prove this common Maxim true, that 
f There is but a ſmall Space betwixt the Priſons and Graves 

of Kings (5), 
After cheſe Commotions were, in ſome Meaſure, 
Anno Regni 2, quie ted, another Parliament was ſummoned to meet on 
1401. the 21ſt of January, in the ſecond Year of this King, 
At Weſtminſter. Vhen the Knights and Burgeſſes were called into the 
Chancery Court, in Hetmin/ter-Hail, before the 
Chancellor 


i) Authors differ as to the Manner of his Death. Some ſay he was 
-murdered with a Poll-Ax : Others, that he was ſtarv d. 
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Chancellor and the Steward of the King's Houſhold, king Heury Iv. 


by Name; upon whoſe Appearance, the Chancellor 
put off the Parliament to the next Day, by the King's 
Authority. ' ö 
On the ſaid Day Sir William Thyrning, Chief Juſtice 
of the King's Bench, by the King's Command, de- 
dared, That this Parlidment was called to the End 
that Holy Church, and other Corporations and Per- 
© ſons ſhould enjoy their Liberties ; that all good Laws 
£ ſhould be executed, and Juſtice truly miniſtred; and 
© that nothing ſhould be done in Derogation of the 
Common Law. | 
Hie then rehearſed, * What great Charges the King 
© had been at for his Coronation ; for ſuppreſſing the 
© late Rebellion attempted by the Nobles ; for his Ex- 
© pedition againſt the Scots; and, laſtly, ſor reſiſting 
© the Rebels in North Wales; all which Adventures 
© he had undertaken in his own proper Perion.* He 
further told them, That the King was bound to re- 
© turn the Queen into France, with all ſuch Jewek 
and Riches as K ing Richard had with her in Mar- 
© riage. He put them in Mind of the Charges for 
© keeping of Calais, and the King's other Fortreſſes 
abroad; eſpecially for the Dutchy of Guienne, being 
© annexed to the Crown, for the which War was like- 
ly to enſue, becauſe the King of France had created 
© his eldeſt Son Duke of Guenne ; and laſtly, for the 
Wars in Scotland and Ireland. For the Support of 
all which great Charges he urged the Lords and Com- 
© mons to conſult and to confider the Importance of 
* them : He concluded with defiring the Commons to 
© chooſe a Speaker, and to preſent him the next Day 
© to the King. 
Then the Receivers and Tryers of Petitions were 
appointed for England, and the other Kingdoms and 


Sir Arnold Savage for their Speaker, who made the-ac- 
cuſtomed Proteitation, for himſelf and the Commons, 

which was accepted and enrolled. 
On the 25th, the Commons by their Speaker, in full 
Parliament, * gave the King moſt hearty Thanks for 
? his 


Countries abroad, as uſual ; and on the Day after, be- Sir Arnold Sa- 
ing Tanuaty 23, the Commons preſented to the King vage choſen 


r, 
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King Henry Iv. his Promiſe of maintaining the Catholic Faith. They 

_ © defired that the King would not give an Ear to any 

* flanderous and untrue Reports concerning their Pro- 

© ceedings, but let the Event ſhew the ſame. Which 

being promiſed, the Speaker went on and declared to 

the King, That to every good Government four 

© Things appertained, viz. Wiſdom, Proweſs, Man- 

© hood and Riches; all which he affirmed was in the 

© King and his Nobility, as the World very well knew, 

© and they would approve; for the Hearts and Good- 

* will of Subjects, which his Majeſty had, were the 

© Riches of a King. Therefore, for certain Reaſons, 

© the Commons would perſuade the King not to agree 

© to the Challenges, which the French had made to him 

© and the Lords. This the King promiſed not to at- 

tempt without their Advice, and gave them Thanks 
for their tender good Will to him (5). 

On the laſt Day of January, the Commons, by 
Word of Mouth prayed, that certain Petitions might 
be anſwered by the King, which he, again, deſired 
might be put in Writing, and then he promiſed to an- 
ſwer them. 

On the 23ſt of February, the Commons 22 the 
King to execute the Ordinance of King Richard the 
Second, upon the Conqueſt of Wales, viz. that no 
Felchman born ſhould bear any Office in that Country, 
&c. The King promiſed to ſend for the Ordinance, 
and cauſe Execution of it. | | 

They then required the King, that, according to the 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Realm, he would ſeize into 
"his Hands the Houſes and Lands of all Alien Priories, 
and Donatives, during the Wars. To this the King 
required Advice, and promiſed to do therein as the 
Biſhops and Peers ſhould inſtruct him, 

The fame Day, on a like Motion, the King revok- 
ed all Annuities granted out of the Cuſtom of Wools ; 
and at the ſame time they required the King to com- 


mit the Charge of Wool-weighing, and the ror 
o 


(s) The Duke of Orleans, Brother to the French King, a Prince of 
great Courage and Reputation in Arms, had ſent a Challenge to Henry 
to meet him at Bourdeaux, with a hundred ſtout Warriors on a Side, 
here to fight, and each Victor to have his Priſoner. This Accident is 


placed two or three Years later by all our Hiſtorians. 
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of King Richard's Goods, which the Treaſurers had King Henry Iv. 


delivered to them, to ſome Perſons as might make due 
Enquiry thereof, and diſcharge the Commons of it. 
They, alſo deſired, That all Matters tranſacted in this 
Parliament, might be engroſſed before the Departure 
of the Juſtices.” © It was anſwered, * That the Clerk 
© of Parliament had Orders ſo to do.” | 
At the ſame time the Commons declared, That it 
< was not the uſual Cuſtom for them to grant any Sub- 
« fidy before they had received Anſwers to their Peti- 
© tions; and prayed the Obſervation of that Cuſtom 
from thenceforth. Upon this the King 4 a 
Conference with the Lords; and, on the laſt of 
the Seſſion, gave the Commons this Anſwer, That 
there was never any ſuch Uſe known, but that the 
© ſhould firſt go through with all other Buſineſs, which 
* Ordinance the King intended not to alter.“ After 
which a Subſidy was granted of one Tenth, and one 


Fifteenth ; Two Shillings on every Ton of Wine, and A Subſidy, 


Eight-Pence in the Pound on Merchandize. 
The Lords Temporal, with the King's Aſſent, ad- 


judged Thomas Holland late Earl of Kent, Fohn Hul. Proceedings a- 
land late Earl of Huntington, Fobn Montagu late Earl #inft feveral 


Lords for Trea- 


of Saliſbury, Thomas le Deſpenſer and * Ralph Lumley, ſon, Ge. 


Knights, and ſeveral others, who were, for their Trea- 
ſons and Rebellions, taken by certain of the King's 
Subjects, and beheaded as Traitors, that they ſhould 
forfeit all ſuch Lands as they had in Fee, Jonny the 
fifth, in the Firſt of this King, or at any Time after, 
together with all their Goods and Chattels. To which 
Judgment all the Lords preſent put their Names. 

But the Commons ſhewed themſelves more chari- 
table than the Lords; for, coming before the King, 
March the 5th, their Speaker in an Oratſon he made 
to the Throne, took occaſion, to liken the three Eftates 
of the Realm to the Trinity, as conſiſting of King, 
© Biſhops and Lords, and the Commons; wherein, 
© adds he, ought to be Unity ; and therefore prayed 
© the King to reconcile the Earl of Rutland and the 
© Lord Fitz-walter (x). Theſe Lords kneeling, 
at the ſame time, and ſubmitting themſelyes to the 

Vol. II. E King 


(x) See before, P, 58. 


66 The Parliamentary His TORY 


| King's Will, were both pardoned, The Commons 

PEST firſt, and the Lords after, 1 that the Earl of Somer- 

ſet might have the ſame Mercy extended to him as the 

Earl of Rutland, and be both reſtored to their Goods, 

Names and Liberties, notwithſtanding the Judgment 

given againſt them, primo Regis; which the King, 

with Thanks for their Motion, alſo granted. Theſe 

Earls had forfeited the Titles of Duke of Albemarle 

and Marqueſs of Dorſet, by that Judgment. The for- 

mer of them, being Son to the Duke of York, had 

merited ſome Favour by being the firſt,tho* inadvertent, 

Diſcoverer of a dangerous Conſpiracy againſt Henry (y). 

Some more Acts of Clemency, to private Perſons, were 

done in this Parliament, which the King, like a politic 

. Prince, thought proper to gild his Cauſe with, and to 

= eſtabliſh his Throne in Mercy. 

| An Affair of the like Nature with the preceeding, 

| deſerves alſo our Notice: It ſeems, that Henry le 

| | Spenſer, the famous Biſhop of Norwich, ſo much ſpoke 

| | of in the Beginning of the laſt Reign (3 ), had been ac- 

1 cuſed by Sir Thomas Erpingham, then Vice- Chamberlain 

i to the King, of being a Stirrer in the laſt Inſurrections, 

10 or, at leaſt, a Favourer of that Cauſe. The Biſhop 

| was ſent for to gome before the King in Parliament, 

1 and on his Appearance, the King ordered him to be 

14 placed in his accuſtomed Seat; then his Majeſty declar- 

140 ed, That he took the Accuſations of the ſaid Sir Tho- 

110 mas againſt the ſaid Biſhop to be juſt, and to pro- 

1 © ceed from the great Zeal the Accuſer had for 
i! him; nevertheleſs, conſidering the Order of the ſaid 

© Biſhop, and that he was of the King's Lineage, and 

| © to oblige him to better Behaviour for the future, he 

ql} © pardoned the ſaid Biſhop all his Miſpriſions done 

1 | < "againſt his Perſon.” The whole Bench of Biſhops 

il ſtood up at this, and gave his Majeſty their Thanks 

ö : in open Parliament; and defired him to cauſe the ſaid 
Biſhop of Norwich, and Sir Thomas Erpingham, to 

ſhake Hands and kiſs each other, in Token of Amity. 

The Commons required the King to aſſiſt in pacify- 


| ing 
10 | {y) He was concern'd in a Plot, with the Earls of Kent, Hunting. 


© <> << 
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1 . Sc. [See F. 65. ] for reſtoring King Richard ; but it be- 
ö | | , ing blown, he ſav'd himſelf, by making the firſt Diſcovery, 
1118 "Jo See Vol. I, p. 377. 
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ing the Schiſm then in the Chutch of Rome, which had king Henry IV. 


continued a long time, if it could be done without 
any Charge to this Realm. The Lords alſo defired 
the fame ; the King anſwered, That the Biſhops 
© ſhould confider of it.“ And, at Home, in order 
to ſuppreſs the Reformers, or the Followers of Micl- 
lifes Doctrine, which was till adhered to by many, 
a Writ is mentioned in the Records of this Parlia- 
ment to be ſent to the Sheriffs of London for the Burn- 
ing of William Sawtre, a Clerk, convicted of Hereſy by 
his Clergy, and by them adjudged to be burnt (a). 


There was alſo a Statute made at this Seſſion of Par- An A& for put- 
liament touching the impriſoning or puniſhing, with dias Hereticks to 


Death, ſuch as held any erroneous Opinion in Religion ; 
but Cotton remarks, that the printed Statute differs 
greatly from the Record, not only in Form, but much 
more in Matter, in order to maintain Eccleſiaſtical Ty- 
ranny (b), His Publiſher, Prynne, has this Note upon 
it, That this was the firſt Statute and butcherly Knife, 
© that the impeaching Prelates procured, or had, againſt 
5s the poor Preachers of Chriſt's Goſpel.' Maſter Fax 
writes, alſo, that King Henry IV. who depoſed King 
Richard II. was the firſt of all Engliſb Kings that be- 
gan the unmerciful Burning of Chriſt's Saints (c). 


However, ſome other Laws were made in this Par- Another againſt 
liament, of great Uſe and Advantage to the State, viz. Proviſions from 
That no Proviſions ſhould be brought from Rome, dome 


1312 by 


(a) Pariſh Prieft of St. Ofith in London. Stowe ſays, He was the firſt 
Man that ſuffered Death for Religion in England. TheWrit from the King 
directed to the Mayor and Sheriffs of London, ad comburendum Williel- 
mum Sautre Capellanum, is in Rymxr's Fard, Ang. Tom. VIII. P. 178. 

(3) This Act having been repealed by Parliament 25 Henry VIII. and 
ſeveral Times ſince, is not printed at large in our Statute-Books. An 
Abfradt of it is given, Ann 2do, Hen. IV. Cap. XV. in this Manner: 
© The Catholic Faith and the Holy Church, amongſt all the Kingdoms 
© of the World, hath been very devoutly obſerved in England, and 
© endowed, which hath not been troubled with Hereſy. And there- 
© fore none ſhall preach without Licence from the Dioceſan of the 
© ſame Place. None ſhall preach or write any Book contrary to the 
© Catholic Faith, or the Determination of Holy Church. None 
© ſhall make any Conventicles of ſuch Sects and wicked Doctrines, nor 
© ſhall favour ſuch Preachers. Every Ordinary may convene before him, 
and impriſon any Perſon ſuſpected of Hereſy. An obſtinate Heretic 
© ſhall be burned before the People, &c.” See Corrie s Eeccl, Hiftory, 
P. 614, &c. Tindal, in his Notes on' Rapin, ſays, that this bloody 
Statute was not repealed till the Year 1677, Fel. Ed, 491. N. 4. 

(e) Fox's Acts and Monuments, P. 675. 
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King Henry IV. by any Religious Perſon, to exempt them from Obe- 


© dience to the Secular Power ; and that all ſuch Per- 
© ſons who ſhall bring any ſuch Provifions into the 
© Nation, ſhall incur a Præmunire. That no Perſon 
© ſhall carry any Gold or Silver Coin out of the Nation, 
* without a ſpecial Licence from the King ; and if any 
© one ſhall preſume to do to the contrary, he ſhall for- 
< feit all the ſaid Coin to the King. I hat the Chiro- 
* grapher of the Common- Pleas, the Clerk of the Crown 
and King's Bench, and the Marſhal of the Marſbalſea 
© of the King's Houſe, ſhould take no greater Fees, 
© than what are preſcribed and limited by the Sta- 
„ tutes (d).” By theſe Acts, ſays an Hiſtorian, the 
due Subjection of the Clergy and People was preſerved 
and ſecured to the King; the Traffick of the Nation 
promoted ; and the Courts of Juſtice made eaſy, and 
not an intolerable Grievance, as fince they have been, 
to all ſuch as ſeek their Rights (e). 

There is a long Chain of Petitions from the Com- 
mons, with the Anſwers to them in Sir Robert Cotton; 
but as they are moſt of them on Law-Affairs, or pri- 
vate Properties, we ſhall omit them, and haſten to a 
Concluſion of this Parliament, which may be thought 
too tedious already. | 

On Thurſday the tenth of March, being the laſt 
Day of this Parliament, the Commons all kneeled be- 
fore\the King, and beſought him to pardon them, if, 
through Ignorance they might have offended him; 
which the King readily granted. Then the whole Aſ- 
ſembly heard Maſs together, when the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury read the Epiſtle and Goſpel ; the King did 
the Sacrifice by promiſing to maintain the Faith of 
Holy Church; and when they were come to fay, Ie, 
miſſa en, & Deo Gratias, the Commons offered their 
granted Subſidy ; for the which the King returned them 
all Thanks, and the Chancellor diſmiſſed them to their 
own Home. We may well ſuppoſe this Piece of 
Mock-Devotion and Pageantry quite new, and now 
practiſed, ad Captum Vulgi, ſince we have not met with 
the like in the Records, or Hiſtories, of any former 
Reigns. Henry's 

{d) See Statutes at Large, Ann, 2. Hen, IV. 
ſe Daniel in Kennet, P. 283. 
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Henry's new got Diadem was by no means eaſy on King Henry Iv. 
his Head, as yet; for a dangerous Inſurrection was begun 

in Wales, under the Conduct of Owen Glendour, 

This Welch General made an Incurſion into Hereford- Inſurrection in 
ſhire, where being oppoſed by Edmund Mortimer, Earl Wales. 
of March, who, as is faid before, was retired to his 

Caſtle of Migmore in that County, the latter was de- 

feated and taken Priſoner (7). Henry was no ways diſ- 

pleaſed at this News ; nor in any Haſte to have the cap- 

tive Earl releafed from Impriſonment, who, himſelf 

was, at length, more reconciled to it ; for by Henry's 

Jealouſy of every thing relating to his Crown, and his 

Severity to thoſe who either could or would diſpute it 

with him, the captive Earl might think himſelf fafer 

in Priſon than in his own Houſe. This dreaded Ene- 

my being ſecured, Henry ſtill knew there were not 

wanting in the Kingdom, Perſons, who laid hold of 

every Occaſion to find fault with his Conduct. There 

was ſtill a dangerous Ferment amongſt his Subjects; 

and if the Malecontents remained quiet, it was only 

in Expectation of a favourable Opportunity to riſe. 

Reports were ſpread that King Richard was yet alive ; 

but the Authors of it, being found out, ſuffered Death 

without Mercy. The King's great Severity, ſhewn 

on this occaſion, contributed very much to efface the 

good Opinion conceived of his Clemency and Hu- 

manity. | 

In the midſt of theſe Confuſions and Anxieties, Anno Regni 4, 
Henry found himſelf obliged to call a Parliament; 1452. 
for we find in the Abridgment of Records, that Writs t Weſtminſter. 
were ſent out for one to meet at Weſtminſter, the Day 
after Candlemas, in the third of this King, and in the 
Year i402; but nothing more is given of it, than the 
Names of the Peers ſummoned to it (g). 

And it was not till the next Year, that another Par- Anno Regni 4, 
liament was ſummoned to meet, at the ſame Place, on 2403» 
the Morrow after St. Michael, or September the 3oth. <p 
Which being aſſembled, and the Knights, Cc. called 
over, as uſual in the Court of Chancery, the next 


E 2 N Day 
(Ff ) See before, p. 2. 
(g) Moſt Hiftorians write, that this Parliament met at Coventry, 
but that by the Iuconvenience of the Plack on account of Proviſions 
and Lodgings, it was adJoura'd to Weſtminſter, 
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i Iv. Day the Lord High Chancellor, in the Preſence of the 
„* King, declared the Cauſe of their Meeting to be, 
Firſt, for preſerving the Rights and Liberties of Holy 
Church, and of all Corporations and Perſons. 
Then, he took for his Theme, Pax multa diligentibus 
Legem ; from which he took Occaſion * To commend 
Peace, and to fhew the great Bleſſings of it. He 
« ſaid, that Peace was always with thoſe that obeyed 
© the Laws; and, contrarily, he urged the Gall and 
- © Miſchief of Diffention and Diſobedience ; and that 
© there was no other way to check Peace-breakers than 
© by War. He declared that by Diſſention and pri- 
vate Diſcord, the Flower of all Chivalry, the Stock 
© of Nobles within this Realm, was in a manner, 
< lately, conſumed ; and that the whole Nation was in 
© danger of being fubyerted, had not God, as a Deli- 
© verer, raiſed up the King. | 
* He put them in mind of the King's late great 
Victory againſt the Scots; he much lamented the 
© 'grear Schiſm in the Church, by having two Popes, 
© and told them that the King intended to do his Part 
towards healing the fame. He then defired them to 
„provide Ways and Means for maintaining the War 
; © againſt Scotland; for utterly ſubjecting the Enemies 
in Wales; for wholly conquering teland, and putting 
a Stop to their Prince in that Country; for defending 
* Guienne, Calais, and the Marſhes thereof; and de- 
* fired the Commons to chuſe a Speaker, and to pre- 
© ſent him on the Morrow for Approbation.“ | 
The next Day the Commons preſented Sir Henry de 
— Redford for their Speaker, who making the common 
Speaker, Proteftation, it was granted. This Houſe took ſeve- 
ral Days to conſider of the Lord Chancellor's Charge to 
them ; and we find that they were much at a loſs what 
to determine. For on the roth Day of October, the 
Chancellor acquainted the King, that the Commons 
defired to have certain of the Lords ſent to them, with 
whom they might confer. The King granted their Re- 
queſt, with this Proteſtation, That the ſame was done 
* outof Favour, and not of Duty ;* which Proteſt was 
enrolled by the Clerk. Then the King ſent the Ste- 
ward of his Houſhold and his Secretary to the Com- 
mons, 
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mons, to acquaint them with it; who returned for King Heary Iv; 
Anſwer to the King, that they accepted of his Proteſ- 9 
tation; and accordingly four Biſhops, four Earls, and 
four Barons were ordered to attend them. 
On the 16th of Oclober, the Commons in full Par- 
liament, by the Mouth of their Speaker, gave to the _ 
King their moſt humble Thanks for his many valiant 7h* King's Suce 
Exploits, namely, for his laſt Expedition into Scot- Ireland, — 
© /cnd, and for his three ſeveral Journies into Wales, Scotland. 
* fince the former; wherein, they took Occaſion to 
* praiſe the Valour of the Prince; and forgot not to 
© mention the noble Service performed by the Lord 
* Thomas, the King's ſecond Son, in Ireland. As fot 
© the Victory in Scotland, they humbly hoped, that by 
© good Policy it might be made to turn to the Advan- 
tage and Eaſe of the Commons; and, becauſe, in 
© that Battle, the Earl of Northumberland behaved gal- 
* lantly, they prayed the King to give him Thanks.” 
On the 20th, the King being placed on his Royal 
Throne, the Earl of Northumberland and other Lords 1 
brought before him Sir Mordach le Steward, Son and priſoners brought 
Heir to the Duke of Albany, Brother to the King of before the Par- 
Scots; the Lord Montgomerie, Sir William Grave, Sir liament. 
Adam Foſter, Scott; and Sit James de Helſey, Sir Pierce 
Hazars, and John Darney, Eſq; Frenchmen ; who, with 
others were taken Priſoners in the Battle of Hambledon 
Hill, nigh Woolland in the County of Northumber- 
land, on the Day of the Exaltation of Holy Croſs, or 
September the 14th laſt paſt (g). 
Theſe Priſoners in coming into the King's Preſence, 
kneeled three Times; firſt, at the Mhite- Hall. Gate of 
the King's Palace, then in the midſt of the Hall, and 
laſtly before the Throne; and, whilſt they were till 
kneeling, Sir Adam Foter, in the Name of them all, 
humbly prayed the King, that they might be entertain- 
ed according to the Courſe of War; which the King, 


becauſe they were taken valiantly fighting in the Field, 
| E 4 readily 


(Or Halid-wn Hill, This Battle was gained by the Ear! of 
Northumberland and Henry ſurnamed Hotſpur, his Son; where 10,000 
Scots were ſlain, and many taken Priſoners. But a Quarrel ſoon after 
aroſe between the King and the Earl about theſe Priſoners, which had 
like to have been of fatal Conſequence to the King; but was really fs 
ia the End, to the Earl and his whole Family, 
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Ring Henry IV. readily granted. Then the ſaid Sir Adam declared, 


A Subſidy 


Piercy Earl of 


© That in order to ſtop the Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood, it 
© was now in the King's Power to have either a final 
© Peace or a League. Upon which the King anſwered, 
© That by his own Flattery and Untruth he was taught 
© to be wiſer, than to truſt them; ſince he had cauſed 
< the King, by relying upon his Word, to leave Scor- 
© [and ſooner than he intended to do. Sir Adam aſked 
Pardon for this, and then they were committed to the 
Care of the Steward of the Houſhold, to wait the 
King's Pleaſure. | 

On the 6th of November, the Commons prayed the 
King to conſider the Loyalty of Jahn Earl of Somer- 
10 and to reſtore him to the Name and Honour of 

arqueſs, which he lately loſt. The King required 
Advice upon this; but the Earl ſaid, that the Title of 
Marqueſs was new and unuſual, and therefore defired 
that he might be excuſed from taking it. 

On the 25th of the ſame Month the Commons, 
with Aſſent of the Biſhops and Lords, granted to the 
King the uſual Subſidy on Wools, Wool-Fels and Skins, 
for three Years ; alſo Three Shillings on every Tun of 
Wine, and T welve-pence in the Pound on Mer- 
chandize, beſides a Tenth and a Fifteenth. This large 
and extenfive Grant put the King into ſuch a good 
Humour, that he ſent the Earl of Northumberland to 
invite the whole Body of the Commons to dine with 
him the next Day ; which, we ſuppoſe they did accord- 
ingly. And, there being nothing worth our Notice, 
either in the farther Proceedings of this Parliament, or 
in the Petitions, we ſhall conclude with the Diſſolution 
of it, which was on the 25th of November aforeſaid. 

This Year a dangerous Rebellion was ſet on foot, 


Northumberland, which had like to have proved fatal to the King and 
and others revolt. his Government. The principal Agents in it, were the 


Family of Percy, with the Earl of Northumberland their 
Head, who had been the chief Inſtruments of raiſing 
Henry to the Throne. But, growing jealous of one 
another, they ſoon loſt all Reſpects, and turned from 
faſt Friends to be the moſt mortal Enemies. The Bat- 
tle of Hambledon or Halidawn- Hill, led on by the 
Earl and Henry Piercy, ſurnamed Hotſpur, his Son; 

where 
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(where tis ſaid, that 10, ooo Scots were ſlain, and many King Henry Iv. 


taken Priſoners, the Principal of which had been pre- 
ſented to the King in Parliament) was the chief Motive. 
For, a Diſpute happening between Henry and the Male- 
contents, about the Diſpoſal or Exchange of ſome 
Priſoners, they took that Opportunity to raiſe Forces, 
and bid Defiance to the Sovereign of their own making. 
Henry was as active in his Oppoſition, and brought 
down an Army which met with the diſcontented Lords 
at Shrewſbury, where a terrible Battle was fought be- 
tween them. Hall, in his Chronicle, tells us, that the 
Night before the Battle, the Earl, his Brother, and Son, 
ſent a Challenge to Henry, compriſed in ſeveral Ar- 
ticles, which ſeverely treated and branded him with 
Uſurpation and Perjury. Theſe Articles are given at 
length by the aforeſaid old Hiſtorian, but are ſtrangely 
abridg d and mangled by the Moderns ; therefore, tho 
not ſtrictly Parliamentary, yet they well deſerve a Place 
in theſe Enquiries, and are as follow (5): 


© We Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland, High Their Remon- 


© Conſtable of England, and Warden of the Weſt —_— 


* Marches of England towards Scotland; Henry Percy, 
our eldeſt Son, Warden of the Eaſt Marches of Eng- 
© land towards Scotland ; and Thomas Percy, Earl of 
* IWarcefter, being Proctors and Protectors of the Com- 
© monwealth, before our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our Su- 
© preme Judge, do alledge, ſay, and intend to prove 
© with our Hands perſonally, this inſtant Day, againſt 
© thee Henry Duke of Lancaſter, thy Complices and 
* Favourers, unjuſtly preſuming and named King of 
England, without Title of Right, but only of thy 
© Guile and by Force of thy Fautors ; that when thou 
«© after thine Exile didſt enter England, thou madeſt an 
© Oath to us upon the Holy Goſpels, bodily touched and 
© kiſſed by thee at Doncafter, that thou wouldſt never 
claim the Crown, Kingdom or State Royal, but on- 
© ly thine own proper Inheritance, and the Inheritance 
of thy Wife in England; and that Richard, our So- 
© vereign Lord the King and thine, ſhould reign dur- 
© ing the Term of his Life, governed by the good 

5 Coun- 

(b) Hats Chronicle, Fol. 21. 


i 
: 
T 
T7 
T7 
F 
'T 
17 
Cr 
'F 
3 
1 
13 
1 
14 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
11 
i 
F 
1 


* — » 


A > — = 
— —- — — — 


* ay, wa = 
— wo 


— * —_ de ts — Ae. ĩ˙ . EN 
- 
_ — — = up — — 


Py 
. » 
— — 
— = —— -- - - - — — ——— awd 


— — — — — 
=- — — — 
=_ 2 FS . — — 


— 


King Henry IV. 


74 The Parliamentary HisToRY 


© Council of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal. Thou 
* baft impriſoned the ſame thy Sovereign Lord and our 
© King, within the Tower of London, until he had, 
© for Fear of Death, reſigned his Kingdoms of Eng- 
© land and France, and had renounced all his Right in 
© the foreſaid Kingdoms, and others his Dominions and 
© Lands beyond the Sea. Under Colour of which 
© Reſignation and Renunciation, by the Counſel of thy 
© Friends and Complices, and by the open Noiſing of 
the Raſcal People by thee and thy Adherents aſſem- 
© bled at Weltminſter, thou haſt crowned thy ſelf King 
© of the Realms aforeſaid ; and haſt ſeized and entered 
into all the Caſtles and Lordſhips pertaining to the 
King's Crown, contrary to thine Oath ; wherefore 
< thou art forſworn and falſe. | 
© Alſo, we do alledge, ſay, and intend to prove, 
© that whereas thou ſworeſt upon the ſame Goſpels, in 
the ſame Place and Time to us, that thou wouldſt 
not ſuffer any Diſines to be levied of the Clergy, nor 
Fifteenths of the People, nor any other Tallages and 
Taxes to be levied in the Realm of England to the 
Behoof of the Realm during, thy Life, but by the 
Conſideration of the three Eſtates of the Realm, ex- 
cept for great Need, in caſes of Importance, or for 
the Reſiſtance of our Enemies only, and none other- 
wiſe : Thou, contrary to thine Oath ſo made, haſt 
caus'd to be levied right many Diſmes and Fifteenths 
and other Impoſitions and Tallages, as well of the 
Clergy as of the Commonalty of the Realm of Eng- 
land, and of the Merchants, for Fear of thy Majetty 
Royal ; wherefore thou art perjured and falſe. | 
© Alſo we do alledge, ſay, and intend to prove, that 
whereas thou ſworeſt to us upon the ſame Goſpels, 
in the foreſaid Place and Time, that our Sovereign 
Lord and thine, King Richard, ſhould reign during 
Term of his Life in his Royal Prerogative and Dig- 
nity ; thou haſt cauſed the ſame our Sovereign Lord 
* and thine, traiterouſly within the Caſtle of Ponte- 
* frar?, without the Conſent or Judgment of the 
Lords of the Realm, by the Space of fifteen Days 
and fo, many Nights (which is horrible among Chri- 
* ſtian People to be heard) with Hunger, Thirſt — 
CY 
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Cold to periſh, and be murdered ; wherefore thou art King Henry Iv. 


perjured and falſe. 
* Alſo, we do alledge, ſay and intend to prove, 
that thou at that Time when our Sovereign Lord and 
thine, King Richard, was fo by that horrible Mur- 
der dead as above-ſaid, thou by extorted Power, 
did'ſt uſurp and take the Kingdom of England, and 
the Name and the Honour of the Kingdom of France, 
unjuſtly and wrongfully, contrary to thine Oath, 
from Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March, and of 
Inner, the then next and direct Heir of England 
and of France immediately by due Courſe of Inheri- 
tance after the Deceaſe of the foreſaid Richard; 
wherefore thou art perjured and falſe, 
* Alſo, we do alledge, ſay, and intend to prove, as 
aforeſaid, that whereas thou mad'ſt an Oath in the 
fame Place and Time, to ſupport and maintain the 
Laws and good Cuſtoms of the Realm of England ; 
and alſo afterward, at the Time of thy Coronation, 
thou mad'ſt an Oath, the faid Laws and good Cu- 
ftoms to keep and conſerve inviolable : Thou and 
thy Fautors, fraudulently, and contrary to the Law 
of England, have written almoſt through every Shire 
of England, to chuſe ſuch Knights for to hold a 
Parliament as ſhall be for thy Pleaſure and Purpoſe ; 
ſo that in thy Parliaments no Juſtice ſhould be mini- 
ſter'd, againſt thy Mind, in theſe our Complaints now 
moved and ſhewed by us, whereby at any Time we 
might have any perfect Redreſs, notwithſtanding that 
we, according to our Conſcience (as we truſt ruled 
by God) have often times thereof complained, as 
well can teſtify and bear Witneſs the Right Reverend 
Fathers in God, Thomas Arundell, Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and Richard Scrope, Archbiſhop of 
York : Wherefore now by Force ard Strength of 
Hand, before our Lord Pfu Chrift, we muſt ſeek 
our Remedy and Help. 
Alſo we do alledge, fay, and intend to prove, that 
whereas Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March and Uſer, 
was taken Priſoner by Owen Glendour, in a pitched 
and foughten Field, and caſt into Priſon, and laden 
with Iron Fetters, for thy Matter and Cauſe, whom 
6 fallcly 


=. 


routed. 


Anno Regni 5. 
1404. 


; iv. © falſely thou haſt proclaimed willingly to yield him- 
n.. if Prifoncr to the faid Owen Gland, and neither 


© ftanding, we have not only concluded and agreed 


A Battle enſues, : | 
wherein they are Lords, by two Eſquires, who, having read them, an- 


At Weſtminſter, 


- 
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© wouldſt deliver him thy ſelf, nor yet ſuffer us his 
© Kinſmen to ranſom and deliver him : Yet notwith- 


* with the ſame Owen for his Ranſom, at our proper | 
© Charges and Expences, but alſo for a Peace between 
© thee and the ſaid Owen. Why haſt thou then not 
© only publiſhed and declared us as Traitors, but alſo 
© craftily and deceitfully imagined, purpoſed and con- 
© ſpired the utter Deſtruction and Confuſion of our 
© Perſons? For the which Cauſe we defy thee, thy 
© Fautors and Complices as common Traitors and 
© Deſtroyers of the Realm, and the Invaders, Oppreſ- 
< ſors and Confounders of the very true and right 
© Heirs to the Crown of England, which Thing we 
© intend with our Hands to prove this Day, Almighty 
© God helping us. 


This Charge was ſent to King Henry from the 


ſwered, very coolly, * That he was ready to prove 
© their Quarrel to him falſe and feigned, by dint of 
© Sword and bioody Battle, and not by ſlanderous 
© Words and Writings ; and that he doubted not but 
© Almighty God would aid and aſſiſt his righteous 
© Cauſe, againſt ſuch unfaithful Perſons and falſe fore- 
« ſworn Traitors.” According]y, the next Day a fierce 
and bloody Battle was fought, near Shrewſbury ; where 
tho? at firſt, the Lords had the Advantage, yet in the 
End, that furious young Hero, Hzt/pur, being ſlain, 
their whole Army was routed, killed on the Spot, or 
taken Priſoners. Amongſt whom was Thomas Percy, 
Earl of H/orcefter, who was pretently beheaded in the 
Field. 

This Battle was fought Ju 22, 1403. The Earl 
of Northumberland was then with an Army in the 
North, but the King marching againſt him, he thought 
fit to come in upon the Terms offered to fave himic!f 
and Fortune. 

The very next Winter in the 5th Year of this King's 
Reign, another Parliament was ſummoned to meet at 


Neſiminſter, 
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14th. When being all aſſembled, the Biſhop of Lon- 
don, the King's Brother (i), and then Lord Chancellor 
of England, in the Preſence of the King, Lords and 
Commons, declared the Cauſe of the Parliament ; for 
the Preſervation of Holy Church, &c. | 

He then took for his Text theſe Words, Multitudo 
Sapientium, &c, and thereby, learnedly, argued, © That 
© by Council every Realm was governed; he reſemb- 
© led every State to the Body of a Man, and applied 
© the Right Hand to the Church, and the Left to the 
* Temporal Lords, and the reſt of the Members to 
© the Commonalty ; of all which Members and Eſtates, 
© the King, as the Head, was deſirous to have their 
* Advice, and had called the faid Parliament, on divers 
£ Occaſions, for that Purpoſe. 

© The firſt Thing that he put them in mind of, 
© was the utter Suppreſſion of the Velch Rebellions ; 
© for repelling the Malice of the Duke of Orleans, and 
© the Earl of St. Paule, who had bent themſelves whol- 
© ly againſt the King and Realm, as appeared by their 
© late Deſcent upon the Iſle of Wight, where they 
© were repulſed. To conſider, alſo, the imminent 
Danger that the Marſhes of Calais, Guienne, and o- 
ther Dominions, beyond Sea, were then in; to re- 
* member the Wars in Ireland and Scotland, and 
© likewiſe to take Order touching the late Rebellion 
under Henry Peircy, and others his Adherents at the 
© late Battle at Shrewſbury; and then, defired the 
* Commons to chuſe, and the next Day to preſent 
their Speaker.“ 


Accordingly, the next Day the Commons came be- Sir Arnold Sa- 
fore the King, and preſented Sir Arnold Savage for their vage choſen 
Speaker: Whereupon the ſaid Sir Arnold made the Peaker. 


uſual Proteſtation, for himſelf and the Commons, 
which was allowed. 

The firſt Things we find that the Commons in 
this Parliament went upon, were theſe : * They de- 
* fired the King to have Regard to the Charges for 

repreſſing 


(i) This Prelate was Henry Beaufort, Half- Brother to the King by 
Katherine Swinford, He is not in LE Nzvz's Faſi, as Biſhop of 


London, 


IWiminſter, the Day after St. Hilary 2 the ging Henry IV. 
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King Henry IV. © repreſſing the Milch Rebels, and ſafe keeping of the 
Sea; to conſider the great Expences of his own 
* Houſhold; and that both the King and Prince might 
© give Liveries according to the Statute made for that 
© purpoſe. That the King would provide for the Re- 
© pairs of his Caſtles and Houſes, and, namely, for his 
« Caſtle at Vindſor, which were all greatly in Decay; 
* and not grant away the Profits of thoſe Caſtles and 
< Houſes, and ſtand to the Repairs of them himſelf ; 
© by doing wnich he muſt be obliged to charge his 
6 _ greatly, which might endanger the whole | 
6 te.” | 
On the 18th of February, the Earl of Northumber- 
The Earl of land came into Parliament, before the King and Lords, 
Northumberland and there by his Petition to the King, acknowledged to 
" have acted againſt his Allegiance ; namely, for gather- 
4ng of Forces and giving Liveries, for which he craved 
Pardon ; and the rather, for that on the King's Letters 
he yielded himſelf, and came to the King to York, 
whereas he might have kept himſelf away, The King 
delivered this Petition to the Judges, to be by them 
conſidered ; but the Lords made Proteſtation againſt it, 
* and that the ordering thereof belonged to themſelves. 
teſt agaiaſt refer- Accordingly, they, as Peers of Parliament, to whom 
ring Caſes of only ſuch Judgment beionged, in confidering well the 2 


Treaſon to the gtatute of the 25th of Edward III. touching Treaſons, 


— and the Statute of Liveries made in this King's Time, 


adjudged the Earl's Crime to be no Treaſon nor Felony, 
but, only, a Treſpaſs fineable to the King. For 
which Judgment the ſaid Earl gave great Thanks to 
the King and Lords; and at his own Requeſt, he was 
ſworn to be a true Liegeman to the King, to the 
Prince, and to the Heirs of his Body begotten, and 
to every of the King's Sons, and to then Ifſue ſuc- 
ceeding to the Crown of England, according to Law. 
'T hat done, the King pardoned the faid Earl his Fine 

and Ranſom (+). 
The Archbiſhop of Canterbury prayed the King, 
that 


(k) The Articles on which the Earl of Northumberland ſurrendred 
himſelf to Henry, and which were to be confirmed by Parliament, are 
in the Publick As under this Title; 
| Cedula Conwentionum cum Comite Northumbriæ. 


Fed. Ang. Tim, VIII. P. 364 Gallice. 
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that foraſmuch as he and the Duke of York, with other King Henry IV. 


Biſhops and Lords, were ſuſpected by many to be in 
the Confederacy with Henry. Percy Son to the Earl of 
Nerthumberland, that the ſaid Earl would ſpeak the 
Truth ; on which the Earl, by the King's Command, 
on his Oath, purged them all from that Matter. But 
the ſame Day, the levying of War by the ſaid Sir Henry 
Percy was adjudged Treaſon, by the King and Lords, in 
full Parliament. 

The Commons proceeded in their firſt Deſign of re- 
gulating the King's Houſhold, with whom the Lords 
accorded ; and they required that four Perſons ſhould 


gth, the Confeſſor, Durham and Crosbie, came into 
Parliament, before the King and Lords, when his 
Majeſty took occaſion to excuſe thoſe Officers himſelf, 
faying, That he knew no Cauſe why they ſhould be 
© removed, but only becauſe they were hated by the 
People.“ Yet, he charged them to depart from his 
Houſe according to the Deſire of the Commons, and 
would have proceeded in the ſame Manner againſt the 
Abbot, had he been preſent. The Commons prayed, 
alſo, * That ſuch might be appointed Officers of the 
* King's Houſhold, as were known to be of virtuous 
© Life, and that the Lords and themſelves might be 
© privy to the taking of them. 

Anda War with France being ſuddenly expected, the 
Commons deſired, That the Commiſion for arraying 
* and muſtering of Men, and watching of Beacons, 
© might be amended ; and that from thenceforth there 
© ſhould be no other Alteration in the Form of it.” To 
which, the King, with the Aſſent of the Lords, and, 
after Conſultation had with the Judges, conſented. 
The Form and Precedent of the ſaid Commiſſion 
ſtands next on the Roll. This Commiſſion the Reader 
will find much canvaſſed, both by King and Parliament, 
in our later Civil Diſſentions. 

At the Requeſt of the Commons, a Committee of 
Lords were, particularly, appointed to make ſome far- 
ther Regulations, who agreed on theſe Articles. 3 

wiz 


be removed out of the King's Houſe, viz. the Abbot — —.— 


of Dore, the King's Confeſſor, with Durham and remov'd upon 


Crosbie, Gentlemen of his Chamber. On February the —— of Far- 


King Henry IV. 
And other Regu- 
lations in his 
Houſhold. 
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FFirſt, that all Foreigners, in the Intereſt of the 
© Anti-Pope, be not ſuffered to be about the King's 
© Perſon, but be baniſh'd the Realm (I). And, that other 
© Strangers, who were Catholicks, and particularly 
© thoſe of Dutchland, ¶ ſo tranſlated ] be appointed to 
© remain upon ſuch of the Frontiers of the Kingdom 
© where Garriſons are. 

Next, that all French Perſons, Bretons, Lombards, 
© [talians, and Bavarians whatſoever, be removed out 
© of the Houſe from the King and Queen ; except the 
© Queen's two Daughters, Maria, and St Miches ; 
© Alder and John Purian, and their Wives (m). And 
© that no Welecbman be about the King's Perſon. 

Theſe Articles were read in full Parliament, Feb. 
the 21ſt, and confimed by the King, with the Lords 
Aſſent; and full Charge was given to the chief Officers 
of the Houſhold, there named, to put them in Execu- 
tion; who, that Evening, performed the ſame. 

But, for more Satisfaction to the Queen and her 
Daughters, the King, with the Conſent of the Lords, 
ordained and aſſigned to the Queen, inſtead of the Fo- 
reigners, two Knights, a Damoſel, two Chamber- 
maids, one Miſtreſs, two Eſquires, one Nurſe, and 
one Chambermaid for the Queen's Daughters, and a 
Meſſe: ger to wait on them at certain Times. 

The King's Letters Patents were confirmed by Act 
of Parliament, by which a Commiſſion was granted, 
that certain Revenues and Cuſtoms, there expreſs'd, 
and amounting to the Sum of ten thouſand one hun- 
dred Pounds, ſhould be yearly paid to the Treaſurer of 
his Houſe, for the Expences of the Family. In which 
Grant it appears, that the Profits of the Hanaper, in 
Chancery, was then worth only 20001. per Annum. 

After ſettling the King's Houſhold, in the Manner 
above, the Commons went upon reſtoring Peace and 
Unanimity amongſt the Peers and Great Men of the 
Land. They return'd his Majeſty hearty Thanks for 
extending his Favour to the Earl of Northumberland; 

_ and, 


(1) Benedict. XIII. The Engliſh adher'd to Boniface IX. 
(m) This Queen was Joan of Navarre, Widow of the Duke of 
Bretague'; But Henry had no Iſſue by her. 
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and, at their Requeſt, the King commanded the faid 
Earl and the Earl of Mgſimoreland, in Token of per- 
fet Amity, to kiſs each other, in open Parliament, 
thrice, and to ſhake Hands as often ; alſo, to promiſe 
that their Friends and Tenants ſhould do the like. 
The Earls of Northumberland and Dunbar were like- 
wiſe commanded to perform the ſame Ceremony. 

The ſame Time, at the Requeſt of the Commons, 
the King in open Parliament, affirmed, that the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, the Duke of York, the Earl of 
Northumberland, and the other Lords, who were ſuſ- 
pected to be in the Confederacy with Sir Henry Percy, 
were all his true Liegemen ; and that neither they nor 
any of them ſhould ever be impeach'd thereof by the 
King, or his Heirs, at any Time hereafter. 

Some Matters of a R Concern, came alſo 
before this Parliament. he Commons reported that 
King Edward III. in a Parliament held in the 11th of 
his Reign, created his eldeſt Son Duke of Cornwall, 
and annexed the ſaid Dutchy to the Crown, with divers 
Hereditaments, by Letters Patents; and by Authority 
of the ſame never to be diſmembered or ſold away (n). 


They therefore pray the King to reſume, ſeize, and putchy of Corn- 
unite again to the ſaid Dutchy ſuch Lands as were fold wall re-annex'd 
away by Prince Edward, King Richard, or by him- e the 


ſelf, Which Petition was anſwer'd in Effect following : 
It is agreed by the King and Lords, that the Prince, 
by the Advice of his Counſel, ſhall have his Scire fa- 
© cas, or other his beſt Means of Recovery; wherein 
© ſhall be allow'd no Protection, or praying in Aid of 
the King, unleſs it be for Sir John Cornwall, and E- 
© lizabeth his Wife, late Wife to John Holland, late 
© Earl of Huntington; and for ſuch Perſons to whom 
© the King is bound by Warranty ; and in Order to 
© render the Value, in ſuch Caſes, the Prince ſhall ſue to 
© the King.“ There are ſeveral other Articles relating 
to the Reſtitution of this Dutchy which we ſhall omit. 
At the Petition of Joan, Queen of England, the 


King granted, that the ſaid Queen ſhould enjoy, dur- geye.at Annvis 
ing her Life, in Lands and Tenements, to the full ties granted. 


Sum of ten thouſand Marks by the Year ; for and in 
Vol, II. F Conſideration 


(n) Sec Vol, I. P. 2244 


King Henry Iv. 
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King Remy Iv. Conſideration of her Dower, according as other Queens 
of England had done. 

Upon the Petition of Edward Duke of York (n), 
touching 1000 J. a Year, granted by Rickard II. to 
him, and his Heirs Male, the King granted to Edward 
the ſaid Duke 400 J. out of the Cuſtoms of King ſton 
upon Hull, and 2891. 6 s. 8 d. out of the Cuſtoms of 
Londen, as Parcel of the ſaid 1000 J. to him and his 
Heirs lawfully begotten. 

John Earl of Somerſet, Captain of Calais, and of the 

Marſhes thereof, declared, that whereas by Indenture 
between the King and him, he ſtood bound to keep 
the Town and Caſtle aforeſaid, taking therefore, for 
himſelf and his Soldiers, in Time of Peace or Truce 
6301 J. 11 5. 8 d. and in Time of War 10,509/. 65.84. 
whereof he was unpaid 12, 423 J. 125. 4 d. he there- 
fore for Want of this is much ftreighten'd, and prayeth 
due Payment for the future. By this the Reader may 
ſee how much Money it coſt the Government, in 
thoſe Days, to keep that important Fortreſs in Poſſeſſi- 
on. 


On the Petition of Jaan, late Wife to Thomas Earl 
of Kent, to have 1000 l. a Year during her Life, out 
of the Hereditaments of the faid Thomas, the King, by 
the Conſent of Edmund Earl of Kent, Brother to the 
faid Thomas, granted to the ſaid Joan, during Life, 
certain Mannors and Hereditaments, there named, to 
the Value of 300 Marks over and above her Jointure, 
for the which the ſaid Jaan releas d to the ſaid Edmund 
all her Dower. | 
| The Sheriff of Rutland having return'd one William 
Sheriff fin'd for Ondeby, for Knight of the ſame Shire, and not Thomas 
« falſe Return. Je Thorpe, who was choſen, he was commanded to 
amend the fame Return, by returning Thomas Thorpe; 
and farther was committed to the Fleet, and to Fine, 
and Ranſom, at the King's Pleaſure. 
'Fhe Petitions of the Commons occur next, in the 
Concluſion of this Parliament, but are no ways to our 


Purpoſe. 
It 


6] This Duke was Son to the old Duke Edmund, who died a Tear 
or two before, 
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It is obſervable that not one Tax or Subſidy appears ging Henry Iv. 
on the Record, to have been either asked or granted by | 
the King or Parliament, at this Seſſion. But a Cotem- 
porary Hiſtorian has aſſigned a Reaſon for this Omilli- 
on ; by telling us, that the Record of the Subſidy, 
which he ſays, was new and very pernicious to the 
Country, was ordered to be burned by thoſe that 
granted it (o). This Tax is ſaid, by ſome, to be twen- net of a 
ty Shillings of every Knight's Fee, and twenty Pence Oy by 
of every one that had twenty Pounds Lands a Year, Parliament that 
and one Shilling in the Pound for Money or Goods, granted it. 
and ſo upwards according to that Rate (p). If this be 
true, it was a heavy Tax indeed, and it is more than 
probable, that it was ſomewhat extraordinary, fince 
the Parliament took ſuch Care that it ſhould not be 
drawn into Conſequence, by deſtroying the Evidences 
of it. But, in vain are Precautions taken, ſays a late 
Hiſtorian, to bury in Oblivion ſuch Sorts of Precedents, 
which Princes, upon Occaſion, too frequently call to 
Remembrance (9). The Records, however, prove 
one Thing remarkable, that in the Statutes at Large, 

Cap. xv. 5th Henry IV. the Act for a general Pardon, 
there, differs from the Record, in Effect, as wantin 
the ſignificant Word, Trea/on, as likewiſe in Form (rf, 
In the ſame Year of this King, new Writs were iſ- 
ſued out, directed as uſual, for a Parliament to meet at 
Coventry, on the Third of December; tho' there is no 
Account of any Proceedings at it on Record. But in 
the next Year, other Writs came out for ſummoning 
another Parliament to meet at the fame Place, dated at 
Litchfield; Auguſt 25, and returnable the 6th of Odlo- 


F2 ber 


(e) Tho. Walfingham, His Words are theſe 3 Conceſſores ipf et A- 
thores dicti Tallagit, in perpetuum Latere Poſteros woluerunt ; nempe 
ca tantum Conditions concedebatur, ne — erius in 2 "aq 
nec ſervarentur eus Evidentiæ in Theſauraria Regia nec in Scaccario, ſed 
Scripture vel Recordationes ejuſdem, protinus py datum crema - 
rentur. Hiſt. Ang. p. 369, 370. Stowe's Chron, p. 330. 
(p) Hollingſbead's Chron. 524. Daniel in Kennet, 289. 


(9) Rapin, Fol. Edit. 495- 

(r) In the Statutes at Large, 5th Hen. IV, Cap. vi. is the AR for 
laying a Penalty on any who make an Aſſault on 3 belongin 
to a Knight of a Shire, attending the Parliament, which is the ff 45 
of Privilege we have met with, 
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King Henry IV. ber (5). Being all met in the Great Chamber within the 
Priory of Coventry, which was appointed and orna- 
Anno Regni 6. mented for that Purpoſe, Henry Beaufort, then Biſhop 
1405 of Lincoln, and Lord Chancellor, the King's Brother, 
At Coventry. jn the Preſence of the Three Eſtates of the Realm, de- 
clared the Cauſe of the Summons, in the uſual Pre- 
amble ; for Holy Church, Corporations, and Perſons 
enjoying their Liberties ; and then gave out this 
Text, Rex vocavit Seniores Terræ, on which he learn- 

edly argued, | 
* That for the Safety of the Realm, both within and 
without, and particularly, for repreſſing the Welch 
Rebels; for reſiſting their Enemies in France and 
* Britainy, who were daily getting Reinforcements, 
in order to invade the Nation, and to ſubvert the 
State; for the due Obſervation of the Peace and 
< Adminiſtration of Juſtice, the King had called the 
< Wiſe Men of the Realm to be by them adviſed for 
the beſt. That the aſt Parliament had not pro- 
< vided a ſufficient Force for ſubduing the Welch, nei- 
© ther was there a Competency granted for the Perfor- 
©" mance of ſuch great Exploits; and becauſe the 
French had determined to make War upon England, 
© and had then actually invaded Guienne, they could 
not wonder at the ſudden Calling of this Parliament, 
* ſince they ought ſpeedily to determine for the avoid- 
© ing of theſe ſo great Miſchiefs and imminent Dan- 
gers.“ He then urged the Commons to chuſe a 
Speaker, and preſent him the next Day to the 

King. 5 

This urgent Demand was as ſpeedily complied with 
by the Commons; for the next Day having preſented 
Sir William Sturmey for their Speaker, the very Day 
after, October 8, they, with the Aſſent of the Lords, 
granted the King two Tenths and two Fifteenths, alſo, 
f the 


(z) This Year another Inſurrection was raiſed againſt Henry, of which 

the Rey of York, Richard Scrope, the Earl of Northumberland, 

Thomas Mowbray, Earl Marſhal, were the Principals. The Articles 
mentioned. before, [See P. 73.] were again renewed againſt Henry, and 

publickly fixed on the Church Doors in the City of York. But, by a 

Strat uſed by the Earl of W:/moreland, the King's General, 

the"Arthbiſhop and Earl were taken and beheaded, whilſt the Earl of 

Northumberland found Means to fly into Scotland. * 8 
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the . N Wools, Wool-fells, and Skins; that is, king Henry Iv. 


of every Denizen, for each Sack of Wool 43 s. 4 4. 
for every 240 Wool-fels the like Sum, and for every 
Laſt of Skins Five Pounds: Of Aliens 10 s. more, to 
ſubſiſt for two Years ; Three Shillings on every Tun 
of Wine, imported or exported, and Twelvepence in 
the Pound on Merchandize. On Condition, that the 
ſame ſhould be employed, only, towards the Main- 
tenance of the Wars, and Defence of the Realm ; 
and the Lord Furnival, and Sir Fohn Pelham, Knights, A Subfidy gran» 
were appointed Treaſurers of War, who were then 
ſworn to execute their Offices according to the Inten- 
tion of the Grant. 

Several Biſhops and Lords offered to lend certain 
Sums of Money, in order to raiſe Forces for reſcuing 
the Lord of Coytiff, who was then beſieged in his 
Caſtle by the Welch Rebels; the King appointed, by 
Conſent of Parliament, that ſuch Loans ſhould be re- 
paid out of the firſt Payments of the Subſidy then 
granted. | 

On the 26th of Odlaber the Commons came before 
the King and Lords, in full Parliament, and begged Several Grants, 
Leave to recommend the young Lords John and Hum- 
phry, two of the King's Sons, for his Advancement of 
them to honourable Eſtates and Livings. They, alſo, 
prayed the King to remember the Duke of Yor#'s late 
Service in Guienne, and elſewhere, ſo as he might be 
paid the Arrears due to him. The like Requeſt they 
made for the Earl of Somer/et, and Sir Thomas Beau- 
fort his Brother. Laſtly, They beſeeched the King 
to reſtore to Richard, Brother to the Duke of York, 
certain Jewels, -to the Value of 4000 /. which were in 
the Hands of King Richard II. They, likewiſe, con- 
curred in the Requeſt above, for the Reſcue of the 
Lord of Coytiff. 

If what an Ancient and a Cotemporary Hiſtorian (7) 
writes be true, there is a great Defect in the Records 
relating to ſome conſiderable Tranſactions which were 
carried on againſt the Clergy in this Parliament ; for 
there is not one Word in Cotton's Abridgment ſaid a- 

F 3 bout 


(„%) The, Walſingham ſub hoc Anno. 
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the Clergy had Intereſt enough to keep it but of the 
Rolls. But, be that as it will, 'tis agreed that the 
Court had been tampering in the Elections this Parlia- 
ment, to get ſuch Members returned, as were not over 
favourable to the Intereſt of the Church. An Error in 
Government, tho'* made a principal Article againſt 
King Richard, yet over-looked in King Henry (u). 
The aforecited Author relates, That the King directed 
the Sheriffs, in his Writs for electing Knights of the 
Shire, to chuſe none that were any way learned in the 
Laws of the Land; but that they ſhould ſend ſuch to 
this Parliament as were wholly ignorant in the Courſe 
of either Canon or Civil Law ; which was done (x), 
From whence this Parliament got the Name of Parlia- 
The Laymen's enum Indoctorum, the Illiterate or Lack-Learning 
Parliament, Parliament. But it is more probable it was nick- 
named ſo, ſome Time after, by the Clergy, on Ac- 
count of the Defigns there carried on againſt that learn- 
ed Body ; for we find that other Authors call it the 
Laymen's Parliament (y). 
However, our former Authority goes on and writes, 
that when the King firſt repreſented to this Parliament, 
Motion for 3Þ- ſo compoſed, his great Want of an extraordinary Aid, 
kenns ofthe the Commons went in a Body, and, by their Speaker, 
Church to the addreſſed him, remonſtrating, That without bur- 
Service of the < thening his People, he might ſupply his Occaſions 
dy ſeizing on the Revenues of the Clergy.” They ſet 
forth, That the Clergy poſſeſſed a Third Part of the 
© Riches of the Realm, and not doing the King any 
* Perſonal Service, it was but juſt they ſhould contri- 
© bute out of their Revenues, towards the preſſing Ne- 
© ceſſities of the State: That it was evident, the Riches 
of the Eccleſiaſticks made them negligent in their 
© Duty, and the Leſſening of their exceſſive Incomes 
* would be a double Advantage both to the Church 
© and State. 
The King received this Addreſs in a Manner as 
ſhewed 
3 Daniel in Kennet, P. 290. Rapin, Fol. Edit. P. 495, 496. 


x) Direxit Brevia Vicecomitibus, ne quoſquam e Comitatibus elige · 
rent — — gui, in jure Regni, vel Docti fuiſſent vel © 
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peed, p. 619. 


(O Stowe's Chron, p. 330. 
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ſhewed that it was not diſagreeable to him ; and it is 
not unlikely that it was he who, covertly, was the 
firſt Mover of it. The Archbiſhop of Canterbury be- 
ing preſent, thought it his Duty to ſpeak on an Occa- 


King Henry IV. 


fion where his own and the Intereſt of the whole wyichis 
Clergy was concerned, He-repreſented to the King, by the Archbi- 


That tho' the Ecclefiaſticks ſerved him not in Per- ſaop 


70 


© © fon, it could not be inferred that they were unſer- 
< yiceable, ſince they ſent into the Field their Vaſſals 
4 and Tenants whenever there was Occaſion. That 
the tripping the Clergy of their Eſtates, would put 
© a Stop to their Prayers, Night and Day, for the 
Welfare of the State; and there was no expecting 
God's Protection of the Kingdom, if the Prayers of 
© the Church were ſo little valued.” Upon this, the 
Speaker of the Commons ſeemed to ſmile, and ſaid 
openly, That he thought the Prayers of the Church 
a very flender Supply (2). To which the Archbi- 
ſhop anſwered, with ſome Emotion, That if the 
© Prayers of the Church were ſo lighted, and that 
© other Conſiderations were not capable of ſuppreſſing 
© the Plots againſt the Clergy, it would be found diffi- 
© cult to deprive them of their Eſtates without expo- 
< poſing the Kingdom to great Danger; and, fo long 
© as he was Archbiſhop of Canterbury, he would op- 
© poſe this Injuſtice to the utmoſt of his Power.“ Then, 
ſuddenly, falling on his Knees before the King, he 
* ſtrongly prefled him in Point of Conſcience, and en- 
© deavoured to make him ſenſible, that, of all the 
© Crimes a Prince could commit, none was ſo heinous 
6 as an Invaſion of the Church's Patrimony.” ; 
Whether Henry was moved with the Archbiſhop's 
Speech, or that he foreſaw the ſtrong Oppoſition the 
Clergy would make, and that he could not, without 
great Difficulty, accompliſh his Deſign, he ſuddenly 
changed his Purpoſe, and reſolved to defiſt from it. He 
anſwered the Archbiſhop, That, though he blamed 
not his Zeal, . he could not help ſaying, that his 
* Fears were groundleſs ; for when he mounted the 
 F4 © Throne, 


(=) Walfingham ſays, that this Speaker was called Sir Jobn Cheney, 
who having, as "twas ſaid, taken Deacon's Orders, had deſerted his 
Character, and turned Soldier, P. 371, 372. But by the Record he is 
called Sir Millan Sturmey, 


of Canter- 


King Henry IV. 


- 


This Preject gi- 
ven up, and a 
dupply voted. 
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© 'Throne, he made a firm Reſolution to ſupport the 
© Church with all his Power, and hoped by God's 
6 Aſſiſtance to leave her in a better State than he 
found her.” The Archbiſhop, encouraged by this 
Anſwer, turned to the Commons, and ſpoke to them 
in a Manner not very proper to gain their Goodwill, 
telling them their Demand was built wholly on Ir- 
religion and Avarice. You, fays he, and ſuch like 
© as you, have adviſed both our Lord the King and his 
© Predeceſſors, to confiſcate the Goods and Lands of 
© the Alien Priories and Religious Houſes, on Pretence 
© he ſhould gain great Riches by it, as, indeed, they 
© were worth many Thouſands. Notwithſtanding, it 
© is moſt true, that the King is not Half a Mark the 
© richer for them all; for you have extorted, or, at 
© leaſt, begged them out of his Hands, and have appro- 
© priated the faid Goods to your own Uſes. So, it 
may well be conjectured that your Requeſt to have 
© our Temporalities, proceeds not ſo much for the 
King's Profit, as for your own Covetouſneſs. For, 
© without Doubt, if the King, as God forbid, ſhould 
© fulfil your wicked Purpoſe, he would not be one 
© Farthing the richer for it, at the Year's End. And, 
© yerily, adds he, I will ſooner have my Head cut off, 
© than that the Church ſhould be deprived of the leaſt 
© Right pertaining to it. 

The Commons made no Reply to this ſevere Re- 
primand, but when they came back to their Houſe, 
they reſolved to perſiſt in their Petition, and brought 
in a Bill to ſeize the Clergy's Revenues. But, there 
was no Probability of ſucceeding in their Project; the 
Solicitations of the Archbiſhop, and the reſt of the Pre- 
lates, were ſo prevalent with the Lords, that they 
threw out the Bill ; and ſo the Commons were forced 
to find other Means to ſupply the King's Occaſions (a). 


Some Petitions of the Commons in this Parliament 


Petition, That all Hereditaments, Liberties, and Cu- 
ſtoms 


(a) Walfin ſays, that the Knights and Burgeſſes were ſo aſham« 
ed of themſelves, that they confeſſed their Fault to the Archbiſhop, 
and asked his Pardon, And, That the Clergy granted the King at this 
Time a Tenth and an Half, notwithſtanding that the Half of the laſt 
granted Tenth was yet unpaid. P. 372, 


vwW vv 0e 0 


VI" Wy . oF YR 


Of ENGLAND. 89 


Rome as pertained to the Crown in the 40th Year of king Henry Iv. 


King Edward III. and have been ſince by any Means 
granted, be reſumed into the King's Hands for ever; 
provided that all Towns ſhall enjoy their Liberties, 
except alſo the Lands of ſuch as were forejudged in 


the 11th of Richard II. and ſold away. Petitions of the 
Pet. That all Tuns and Pipes of Wines granted to Commons. 


any Perſon by the King, or any of his Progenitors, 
be alſo reſumed. | 

Pet. That the Queen may be endowed of all ſuch 
Hereditaments as Anne the late Queen was, in whoſe 
Hands ſoever the ſame be, and by what Grant ſoever. 

Pet. That all Grants of King EZward III. or any 
of his Progenitors, and before the ſaid 40th Year, may 
be confirmed by Parliament. 

Pet. That no Man be reſtrained of any Warrant 
granted to build any Caſtle, or Caſlet, or to incloſe 
any Park. | 

Anfiver. The King will execute their Requeſts, as 
far forth, as by the Law, and his Prerogative he may 
do, and for that the Lands of the Crown in the 4oth 
Year of Edward III. were not certainly known : He 
would appoint certain Commiſſioners to enquire, and 
execute the ſame. ; 

Tis enacted, that Proclamation be made, that all 
ſuch as have any Patents granted fince the 40th Year 
of Edward III. of any annual Value for Life, or 
Years, dv, on Pain of forfeiting the ſame, bring them 
in by a Day there preſcribed, io the End that ſuch as 
deſerve the fame, may. have Continuance, and the reſt 
revoked, 

Upon the Petition of Henry Prince of Wales it was 
enacted by the Lords, that the ſaid Prince ſhould have 
due Payment made of One Thouſand Marks granted 
to him for the keeping of certain Men at Arms for 
the Defence of Wales. 

On the laſt Day of this Parliament, the Commons 
prayed, That the Money borrowed for ſaving of the 
Honour of the Lord Jobn, the King's Son, and the 
Eſtate of the Realm may be anſwered : That the King 
would confider the painful Service of the Duke of York, 
whilſt he was the King's Lieutenant of Guienne, and 
that he may be paid what to him is due ; and alſo to 

; remember 
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Henry IV. remember Sir Thomas Erpingham (ö), Sir Thomas Bemp- 

2 fon, Jobn Northbury, and other valiant Knights and 

Efquires, who adventured themſelves with the King 

at his coming-into the Kingdom. Likewiſe, That no 

Stranger born be a Cuſtomer, or the like Officer, neither 

enjoy any Benefice within the Realm. And, that no 

Merabers of the Commons Houſe be Collectors of Sub- 

fidies. The King's Anſwer to the Four Firſt, was, The 

King will be adviſed: And to the Laſt, It ſhall be as 

in the Reign of Edward III. Laſtly, At the Requeſt 

of the Commons, the King remitted Six Shillings and 

Eightpence of every Sack of Wool, and the like of 

other Staple Commodities of the Grant made in the 

4th Year of Henry IV. by Reaſon that ſo much was 
miſ-entered in the Roll. 

There were ſeveral other Petitions and Anſwers upon 
leſs Aﬀairs, which, being read, the Chancellor, by 
the King's Command, returned his Majeſty's Thanks 
to them all, and diſſolved this Parliament. 

In the ſeventh Year of this King's Reign (c), Writs 

Anno Regni 7. were iſſued, dated 21ſt December, for a Parliament to 
At. Wiftainfter, meet at Coventry on the 15th of February ; but on the 
1ſt of January, Writs were iſſued for their Meeting at 
3 on the Day firſt appointed: And on the 9th 
of February, Writs were a third Time iſſued for their 
_ aſſembling at Weflminfler on Monday in the firſt Week 
of Lent, or March the firſt that Year. Being all met 
at Weſtminſter, according to the laſt Prorogation, in 
the Painted Chamber of the King's Palace there, Tho- 
mas de Langley, Clerk, then Lord Chancellor, opened 
the Cauſe of the Summons, and after making the uſual 
Declaration about the Liberties of Holy Church, c. 
he took for his Subject theſe Words, Multorum Con/i- 
Ba requiruntur in magnis ; and faid, * 
© TI hat 


(b) He was Warden of the Cinque Ports, Ammo 23, Richard II. and 
was ſummoned to Parliament as ſuch, in the firſt nine Years of Henry 
IV. Nor was there any Perſon ſummoned as Warden in this Reign, but 
Henry Prince of Wales, in the Eleventh Year. 

(c) Ducyarr's Summons to Parliament, P. 372. 

This Author and Sir Robert Cotton differ oftentimes ſo much in their 
Dates of Summons, that it is hardly poſſible to reconcile them. Dugdale 
ſays, there were no Summons in the Sixth of this Reign; contrary to 
Walfingham, Cotton, and the Statutes at Large, which mention ſeveral 
Acts pais d in that very Year, 
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© That in the weighty Affairs relative to the good king Henry IV, 


Government of the Realm, and Safety of the dub- 
jects, which were annoyed by the Rebellion of the 
Welch, and likely to be invaded by the French and 
© Scots, who ceaſed not to infeſt Guienne and the 
© Marſhes of Calais; beſides the Troubles raiſed by the 
« Triſh, he had called the ſame Parliament, as meaning 
© to follow the Counſel of the Wiſe, faying, Hli nil 
« fine Confilio facias, et tune poſt Factum non ponitebit 
© wherein he purpoſed to begin, alſo, with the Example 
© of Abaſhuerus, Qui interrogavit Sqpientes, et illorum 
« cauta faciebat Conſilia. In which Conſultation, he 
declared to the King, Lords and Commons, that if 
© they would obſerve the Laws of God, they might 
then aſſure themſelves to find Peace at Home, and 
Victory Abroad.” : 
The Receivers of Petitions being appointed, the next 
Day the Commons came before the King and Lords, 


and preſented Sir John Tibetot for their Speaker, who Si John Tibe- 
excuſed himſelf on account of his Youth, and other Speaker. 


Cauſes ; but the King confirmed the Election. The 
very ſame Day the Commons, with the Aſſent of the 
Biſhops and Lords, granted a Subſidy of one Tenth and 
one Fifteenth, to be levied on the Laity for one Year ; 
and, beſides, they gave to the King, in other Matters, 
the ſame that was granted in the laſt Parliament. 

M. Rapin makes a fine Flouriſh here (4), That Henry 

* was denied an Aid of Money in this Parliament, and 
© was flatly told there was no viſible Occafion for it: 
© That the King was extremely offended at this De- 
© nial z but, however, durſt not ſhew his Reſentment, 
* for fear of exaſperating them: Mean while, he de- 
© viſed an Expedient, which procured him what he 
© wanted. This was to keep the Parliament aſſembled, 
© till they ſhould, of their own accord, be brought to 
© grant his Demand. So, without any freſh Applica- 
tion he continued the Seſſion, till the End of Auguſt. 
© This, adds he, was very inconvenient to the Mem- 
© bers, who had Buſineſs at Home, and withal very 
© expenſive to the People who were to bear their 
© Charges. At length the Commons, impatient of 
returning 

() Fol. Edit. P. 498. . 
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_ King Henry IV. © returning to their Homes, yoted him a Subſidy, not 
: roma loud Murmurs at the Conſtraint laid upon 

em.” ; 

Thus, do ſome. Hiſtorians ſet off their Labours in 

glaring Colours and pompous Expreſſions, in order to 

take the Eye, and divert the Ear of their Readers! 

A Mitake of T Þere happens to be little or no Truth in all this Parade 
MrRapin, Of Words, which our Frenchman gives us; for there 
was no Demur at all in the Parliament's granting an 

Aid. On the contrary, it was given much ſooner than 


ordinary, and in a very unuſual way; being granted on 


the very ſame Day the Commons preſented their 
Speaker, or the ſecond Day of the Seſſion. It is true, 
indeed, this Parliament was continued by Prorogation 
for a much longer Time than Rapin ſpeaks of ; but it 
was not for the Reaſon he mentions, but, as it will 
appear in the Sequel, on a quite different Occaſion, 
If Walſingbam lead him into this Miſtake, as his 
Marginal Note ſeems to infer, Cotton's Abridgement, 
which is alſo quoted in the ſame Place, would have ſet 
him right again, if he would have taken the Trouble 
to- conſult it. 

It was not till March 23d, that the Commons came 
before the King again, when Sir John Tibetot, their 
Speaker, made the common Proteſtation, and requir'd 
a Confirmation of all their Liberties and Privileges, 
and that they might at any Time ſend for any of their 
Bills from the Lords, for Amendment of the ſame ; 
which was granted. The ſame Day the ſaid Speaker, 
before the King, made ſeveral Memorandums for good 
Government, namely, for confirming all their Liber- 
ties, for ſafe keeping of the Sea, and for providing for 
3 Defence of Guienne, which was in Danger to be 

ſ. | 
The Speaker On the zd of April, the Speaker required of the 
poſes ſeveral King, that the following Regulations might be enter'd 


| Regulation — on Record, viz. 
inment. © That for the better reſiſting of the Melch Rebels, 


< the Prince might reſide in Wales, and have ſufficient 
© Power given him, by Commiſſion, for that Purpoſe.” 
© That no Heritages, conquered from the J/elth, be 


6 given away till one Quarter of a Year after.” The 
King 
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King anſwered, * That he would not grant any with- King Henty Iv. 


out Advice.“ 

That the Time for baniſhing all Frenchmen and 
© Bretons out of the Realm, be appointed.“ It was an- 
ſwered, It ſhall with all convenient Speed.” 

That it would pleaſe the King to excuſe the Com- 


mons, in that it had been reported, they had talked 


© of the King's Perſon, otherwiſe than beſeemed them, 
which was untrue.” The King anſwered, © He be- 
© lieved the ſame.” 

Then a Committee of both Houſes was appointed, 
to treat about the Safeguard of the Sea, who agreed 
upon the Articles following : 

© I. That the Merchants, Mariners, and Owners of 
* Engliſh Ships, ſhall find and provide ſufficient and 
* able Ships for 2000 Fighting Men, and 1000 Sea- 
* men, for a Lear and a half. To anſwer which Ex- 
© pence they ſhall have allow'd, upon Account, 12 d. 
© in the Pound on Merchandize, and 3 s. 5 d. 
© upon every Tun of Wine; with the fourth Part of 
* the Subſidy on Wools, Wool-fells, and Skins, grant- 
© ed in the laſt Parliament; and that the Merchants, in 
< levying the ſaid Sums, ſhould have Warrants under 
© the Privy Seal as oft as there was Occaſion. 

© II. That the Merchants ſhall enjoy all ſuch Prizes 
© as they ſhall take, having due Conſideration for the 
0 __ Captains when he ſhall appoint any. 

III. That if the Royal Navy of the ls ſhall 
© happen to be at Sea, and the King make out againſt 
them, then the Merchants aforeſaid ſhall have one 
© Month's Notice to provide. 

IV. The Merchants aforeſaid ſhall have reaſona- 
© ble Warning of any Peace or Truce to be made; af- 
© ter which they ſhall have due Conſideration for all 
© their Charges. x 

* V. That the Merchants name two Perſons, one 
© for the South and the other for the North, who, by 
© Commiſſion, ſhall have the ſame Power as other Ad- 
* mirals have had on the like Occaſion, 

© Laſtly, the Merchants demanded 4000 J. for the 
< preſent, but the Anſwer was, the King had it not (e). 

The 


(e) The King's Writ to the Mayor and Sheriffs of London, with a full 
Account 


King Henry IV. 


The Crown en- 
tailed by Act of 
Parliament, 
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The ſame Day the King, for certain weighty Rea - 
ſons, as the Record expreſſeth it, adjourned the ſaid 
Parliament, from that Day, unto the Quindene of 
Eaſter, next enſuing, to be holden at the ſaid Place, at 
Weſtminſter ; and licenſed the Lords and Commons to 
depart for that Time. | 

The Day appointed was the 25th of April, that 
Year; when, becauſe the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
with ſeveral other Biſhops and Lords, were not yet 
come, the Parliament was again adjourned for ſour 
Days more. At the Meeting, the Speaker of the 
Commons prayed the King, that, under his Protection, 
he might be allowed as great a Liberty of Speech, as 
any of his Predeceſſors ever bad, which was granted. 
They then requeſted the King to appoint certain Per- 
ſons, by Name, to be of his Council ; and that by 
Authority of Parliament. They required, that Provi- 
fion ſhould be made for the great h at Calais; 
that all Captains beyond the be commanded to 
repair ſpeedily to their Forts and Ports, as the Earl of 
Somerſet was about to go to Calais; and that Richard 
Childero one of the Admirals for the Sea, might be or- 
dered to go thither ; all which the King granted. 

Some more private Affairs next follow in the Re- 
cord, which we chuſe to omit. This Parliament con- | 
tinued fitting till the 7th of June, when the famous 
Act was paſſed for entailing the Crown of England, with 
all the Hereditaments and Rights whatſoever, on the 
preſent King, and the Heirs Male of his Body, law- 
fully begotten. In like manner, it was entailed on 
the Prince of Wales, and, for default of his Iſſue, on 
the Lords Thomas, John and Humphrey ſucceſſively ( J). 
But our Abridger remarks, that the Conveyance is 
croſſed on the Record; and on the Margin of it is 
wrote VACAT ; yet this Conveyance, he adds, was 
exemplified under the Great Seal, at that Time. 1 

a e 


Account of this Agreement of the Merchants, is in the Public As. 
The like Writs are directed to the Chief Officers of all the Cities and 
great Towns in England. Teſte Rege apud Weſtmonaſterium ſexto Die 
Aprilis. Fad. Ang. Tom. VIII. P. 437. 
There is another Inftrument in the ſaid Public Acts under this Title z 
De Admiralls conftituto per Mercatores Regi nominato. Ibid. P. 439. 
ef) Jobs the third Son is omitted, by Miftake in Cotter, 
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traordinary Act of Parliament, for ſettling the Succeſ- 
fion, and limiting of it to the Heirs Male only ; though 
we have not met, in the Courſe of theſe Enquiries, 
with an Act of this Nature. We ſhall only ſay, that 
the Excluſion of the Females, from ſucceeding, of any 
Line, whatſoever, was a tacit Diſheriſon of the 
Houſe of Vert; who, as the Reader will find in the 
uel, claimed, only, from that Source. 

he Commons required, That certain Perſons may 
© be appointed Auditors, to take and examine the Ac- 
© counts of the Lord Furnival, and Sir John Pelham, 
made Treaſurers of War in the laſt Parliament.“ They 
required alſo, © That three Parts of the Subſidy granted to 
© the Merchants for keeping the Sea, be paid to them; 
© and that the fourth ſhall only be employed for the 
© Defence of the Realm. That all Aliens may avoid 
© the Kingdom, except thoſe that are made Denizens, 
© or Men of the Church, impotent Perſons, or Dutch- 
© men. That all Lands and other Profits, let out for 
© Life, or Years by the King, or his Progenitors, may 
© be improved to greater Value. Laſtly, that all the 
© Revenues and Profits of the Realm, granted ſince 
© the Beginning of the Parliament, may be reſumed 
< into the King's Hands, and reſerved for the Mainte- 
© nance of his Houſe ; and that all the exorbitant 
© Charges of the Houſhold be ſpeedily retrenched.” 

On the 19th of June, the King, again, adjourned 
this Parliament from that Day to the Quindene of St. 
Michael, or the 15th of Oclober following. 

On which Day the Parliament being again aſſembled, 
was farther adjourned for four Days more, to give 
Time for ſome Lords and Commons yet to come up. 
And it was not till November 17th, that Sir John Ti- 
betot, Speaker of the Commons, came before the 
King, and required a Confirmation of his firſt Proteſt, 
which was granted. And, upon a Motion of the faid 
Speaker, the King charged both Lords and Commons, 
on their Allegiance, that they ſhould, particularly, 
enquire concerning any evil Government, and prevent 
it for the future. The ſame Day the Speaker required 
that the Caſtle of Manlion, which was the Key _ 


We ſhall make no Remarks of our own on this ex- King Henry IV. 
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King Henry Iv. three Kingdoms, and which was kept by Sir Charles 
de Navarr, a Foreigner, might be kept by Engliſhmen 
only. That all Fines and Ranſoms of the Welth- 
© men may be employed in thoſe Wars. That the 
© Prince may be ſent into Wales with all Speed, con- 
« fidering the Rebellion of the Earl of Northumber- 
und and others (J). That certain Caſtles might be 
© kept as Hoſtages for the Earl of Douglaſs ; and that 
© the other Scorch Priſoners ſhould not be lightly given 
© vp, conſidering, as they ſaid, that they were the 
© Flower of all Scotland.” | 

In this Seſſion of the fame Parliament, the Convey- 
ance or Act of Settlement, mentioned before, was re- 
pealed, and another Act was made upon it, whereby 
the Crown is entailed upon the King and his Sons, in 
general Tail, &c. 

Mr Ravin*s Re. Mr Rapin has beſtowed a great deal of Hiſtorical 

marks on that Learning on the paſſing and repealing of the laſt, and 

Settlement, making this new Act of Settlement; wherein the Ar- 
guments pro & con, about the Right of Females ſuc- 
ceeding to the Crown of England, is learnedly diſcuſ- 
ſed (g). We ſhall reſer our Readers to that Author for 
the whole of the Arguments on the Queſtion, and con- 
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him, on the Statute before us (5). He ſays, That 
* when Henry IV. mounted the Throne, he pretended 
© to be the next Heir of Richard II. by which he 
© ſeemed to make no Account of the Earl of March's 
© Right, deſcended, only, from a Daughter (i). And, 


223 


© it could not be denied, but that he was nearer than 
* the Earl of March, who was ſet up againſt him. 
* But this pretended Invalidity was a Point not de- 
« cided 3 for the People were generally of Opinion, 
© that Daughters had a Right to the Succeſſion, ſince, 
© without its being neceſſary to alledge Examples or 
© Precedeats in their Favour, it was ſufficient that there 

© was 


(f) The Earl of Northumberland had revolted again, but had been 
forced to fly, with the Lord Bardolf, into Scotland for Protection. 
Being betrayed there, they fled into Wales, and joining with Owen 
Glendour , were then become formidable, * 

Rr tx, Fol. Ed. P. 498. 
(5) Statutes at Large, An. 7. Hen. IV. Cap. 2. 
(i) See Vol, I. P. 387. and in this Volume, P. 24 


tent ourſelves with making ſome Obſervations from 


© indeed, ſuppoſing the In validity of the Female Right, 
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* was no Law to exclude them. Upon this Founda- g;,gyeary IV. 


tion the late Rebellion was raiſed, as appeared by the 
© Manifeſto the Rebels publiſhed, It is therefore very 
© likely, that, to remove this Pretence from the Male- 
© contents, Henry would have had this Point ſettled by 
© an Act, which in excluding the Daughters, and their 
© Tue, ſeemed to inſinuate the reigning King aſcend- 
© ed the Throne, purſuant to the cuſtomary Laws of 
© the Realm. But this Aft, which, ſays our Author, 


© was extorted the ſame way as the Subſidy, laſted but 


© till the End of the Year. The next Parliament, 
ill miſtaking, for it was all the ſame] made ſuch 
* ſtrong Remonſtrances to the King, that he conſented 
© to the Repeal. This Parliament, not ſatisfied with 
leaving the Right of the Daughters in its former 
doubtful State, paſſed a new Act, whereby the Fe- 
males and their Poſterity were eſtabliſhed in their na- 
tural Rights. Our Author concludes with obſerving, 
that the Precaution taken by the King to ſecure his 
Right in the firſt Act, was extremely prejudicial to his 
Poſterity. He thereby gave Occaſion for the ſecond, 
© which ſtrengthened the Title of the Earl of March; 
and, conſequently of the Houſe of Vor, who became 
He rs to that Prince.“ 


R „ 


„ 


* 


We ſhall make no Apology for inſerting this long The foregoing 
Quotation, from an Author of ſuch Eminence in Hi- Se:tlement re- 
ſtory ; and, where he is right in his Points, ſhall al- wer 2 
ways give him his due Praiſe. A Matter of that great Crown in Gene- 


Moment, as the Succeſſion to the Crown of England, ral Tail. 


ſettled by Act of Parliament, muſt not be ſlightly 
paſs'd over, in theſe Enquiries. We ſhall, therefore, 
give our Readers an Abſtract of the Statute itſelf, as it 
is publiſhed in the Collection of Public As, tranſlated 
from the Latin; which, with the Names of the Bi- 
ſhops, Abbots, and Lords, &:c. who ſigned the ſaid 
Act, may ſerve to conclude our Account of this extra- 
ordinary Proceeding (/). 
HENRY, by the Grace of God, &c. 


It begins with a Recital of the Act made laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament for ſettling the Succeſſion on the Male 
G Line, 


(1) Fed, Arglic, Tom, VIII. P. 462, 463, 461 
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King Henry IV. Line, only, as aforeſaid. Then adds, Nevertheleſs, be- 
| cauſe the Prelates, Lords, Clergy and the whole Com- 
munity of England, conſidering, that the ſaid Statute, 
by excluding the Female Line, tes much contracteu t he 
Right of Succeſſion, which they rather ſought to enlarge ; 
they unanimouſly petitioned us, with more than ordinary 
Zeal, to annul and make void the ſaid Statute, and to paſs 
an Aft for ſettling the Right of Succeſſion in Henry, my 
Son, and Heir, and the reſt of my Sons, and their Children, 
lawfully begotten, ſucceſſively. | 
We, therefore, judging the ſaid Requeſt to be conſo- 
nant to Right, do annul and make void the ſaid former 
Statute ; and, with the Conſent and by the Authority of 
the ſaid Prelates, Lords, &c. in Parliament aſſembled, 
ds ordain, eſtabliſh, &c. the ſaid Henry our Fir/t-born | 
Son, our true, lawful, and undoubted Heir, and 
univerſal Succeſſor, to our Crowns and Kingdoms of 
England and France, and to all our Dominions beyond 
the Sea whatſoever ; with all their Rights, Appurte- 
nances, Privileges, &c. belonging thereto ; and after him, 
ſucceſſively, to the Heirs of bis Body lawfully begotten for 
ever. 8 
For Failure of this, in like Manner the Settlement 
- eſtabliſhes it on Thomas the King's ſecond Son, and his 
Heiis, &c. then to Fohn and Humphrey his third and 
tourth ſucceeding. 
PRoOvIiDED, That by this Statute or Ordinance, we 
intend not to change or alter the on to the Rights, 
Poſſeſſions, Honours and Cuſtoms, with all other Appur- 
renances, belonging to the Dutchy of Lancaſter ; but that 
the ſaid Rights, &c. may remain as they have been ac- 
cuſtomed, this or any other Statute made in this Parlia- 
ment, notwithſtanding. 
Which is ſub In Teſtimony of which not only our Seal, tut the Seals 
ſcrib'd by the of all the Lords Spiritual and Temporal aforeſaid, for 


Gy themſelves, the Clergy and Community afore/aid, are tut 
to theſe Preſents. | 
BIS HoOrsõ. Nicholas, Biſhop of Londen. 


Thomas, Archbiſhop of Henry, of & inchiſter. 
Canterbury, Primate of Fobn, of Ely. 
Englund. Thomas, of Durham. 
Robert, 


www tu 


 "_ 
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Robert, Biſhopof Chicbeſter. The Prior of Coventry; King Heary IV. 
Richard, of Saliſbury. ; And 
Guy, of St. David's. Walter, Prior of the Hoſpi- 
Jobn, of Coventry and Litch= pital of St. 2 of Je. 
field. ruſalem, in England. 
Richard, of Worceſter. 
Richard, of Bath and Welli. DoXxes. 
Robert, of Hereford. Edmund, Duke of York. 
Philip, of Lincoln, ohn, of Somerſet. 


T homas, of rl. ; and Edmund, of Kent. 


William, of Carliſle. 


The Guardians of the Spi- 


EARLS. 


ritualities belonging to Thomas, Earl of Arundel. 
the Archbiſhoprick of Richard, of Warwick. 
York, and to the Bi- Edward, of Devonſhire. 
ſhopricks of Norwich and Michael, of Suffolk. 


Rocheſter. 


The AB BO Ts of 


Weſtminſter. 
St. Albans, 
Waltham. 
Peterborough. 


St. Jobn, in Colcheſter. 


St. Edmund's Bury. 
Abyndon. 

St. Mary's, York. 
Croyland. 

Bardoney. 

St. Bennet, of Hulm. 


Cirenceſter. 

St. Peter's, Glouceſter. 
Eveſbam. 

Rameſey. 

Hyde, near W.ncheſter. 
Winchecumbe. 


\ 


Richard, of Oxford ; andy 
Ralph, of Weſtmoreland. 


BaRoNs. 
William, Lord Roos. 
Richard, Lord Grey of Co- 

denore. 
Henry, Lord Beaumont. 
Reginald, Lord Grey, of 

Ruthyn. 

William, Lord Ferrers. 
Thomas, Lord Furnival. 
William, Lord Willoughby. 
Hugh, Lord Burnel. 
William, Lord Clynton. 
Thomas, Lord Morley, 

ahn, Lord Darcey. 

ohn, Lord Lovel. 

arth. Lord Bourghchier. 


Gilbert, Lord Talbot. 


William, Lord Zouch. 
Thomas, Lord Camois. 
Richard, Lord Seymour. 
Henry, Lord Fitz- Hugh. 
Henry, Lord Scrope, of 
Maſham. 
G 2 John, 


* 
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Ki Iv. John, Lord Welles. Ralph, Lord Cromwell. 
8 ahn, Lord Cobham. Ralph, Lord Greylock. 
eter, Lord Mauley. IlVilliam, Lord Bergavenn . 
ahn, Lord Latymere. Jobn, Lord Touchett. 

rd, Lord Charlton, Robert, Lord Ponynges. 

of Powys. John, Lord Harrington; 
Thomas, Lord De la War. And. | 
Thomas, Lord Berkeley. Richard, Lord Strange. 


And by the Alſo Sir John Tibetot, Knight, Speaker of the Houſe 
Speaker, on Be- of Commons, in this Parliament, in his own and in the 
half of the Com- Name of the whole Body, gave his Aſſent to all the 
18883 aforeſaid Articles. Laſtly, The King, with all the reſt, 
ſwore to keep all the faid Premiſſes inviolably. 

Dated in this preſent Parliament, within our Palace 
at Weſtminſter, December 2, Anno Dom. 1406, in the 
Eighth Year of our Reign. 


Sir Robert Cotton, or rather his Publiſher, Mr. Prynne, 
makes the following Remark on the Proceedings of the 
yoo in this Parliament, which we ſhall give ver- 

at m. 

At this Time the Clergy ſuborned Henry Prince 
© of Males, for and in the Name of the Biſhops and 
Lords; and Sir Jahn Tibetote, the Speaker, for and 
in the Name of the Commons; to exhibit a long 
and bloody Bill againſt certain Men called Lollards, 
* ramely againſt thoſe that preached or taught any 
Thing againſt the Temporal Livings of the Clergy, 
Other Points touching Lallardy, I read none; only, 
© this is to be marked for their better Expedition in 
this Exploit, they joined Prophecies touching the 
King's Eſtate, and ſuch as whiſpered and bruited 

. © that King Richard was ftill living; all which they 

- © inſerted, id the End that by. ſuch Subtilty they might 

© better gain their Ends againſt the poor Lallards afore- 

© ſaid. Wherein, note a moſt unlawful and monſtrous 

* Tyranny; for the Requeſt of the faid Bill was, that 

every Officer, or other Miniſter whatſoever, might 

© enquire after, or apprehend ſuch Lollards, without 

any other Commiſſion, and that no Sanctuary ſhould 
protect them. NR 299 _ 

t 


See 


OE NGL AND. tor 
But it will not be amiſs to give the Reader an Ab - King Henry IV. 
ſtract of this Bill, which Mr. Fuller, in his Church Hi- 


ſtory, ſays, he careſully took from the Records in the 
Tower. 


To our moſt redaubted and gracious Sovereign, the 


KING (m). | 
0 Our humble Son, Henry Prince of Wales, and The Lords Kn 
, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in this pre- Talg. 


« ſent Parliament, humbly ſhev!, That the Church of 
England hath been, and now is, endow'd with Tem- 
«* poral Poſſeſſions, by the Gifts and Grants, as well 
of your Royal Progenitors, as by the Anceſtors of 
the ſaid Lords Temporal, to maintain Divine Ser- 
vice, keep Hoſpitality, &c. to the Honour of God, 
and the Soul's Health of your Progenitors, and the 
* ſaid Lords Temporal. 

© Yet, now of late, ſome, at the Inſtigation of the 
Enemy, againſt the aforeſaid Church and Prelates, 
© have, as well in public Sermons, as in Conventicles 
© and ſecret Places called Schools, ſtirr'd and moved 

the People of your Kingdom to take away the ſaid 
Temporal Poli 


eſſions from the ſaid Prelates, with 
which they are as rightly endow'd, as it hath been, 
or might be, beſt adviſed or imagined by the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of your Kingdom ; and of which they 
are as ſurely poſſeſs'd, as the Lords Temporal are of 
their Inheritances. 

© Wherefore, in caſe that this evil Purpoſe be not 
refiſted by your Royal Majeſty, it is very likely, 
that in Proceſs of Time they will alſo excite the 
People of your Kingdom for to take away from the 
* faid Lords Temporal their Poſſeſſions and Heritages, 
© ſo to make them common to the open Commotion 
© of your People. 

© There be alſo others who publiſh, and cauſe to be 
* publiſhed, evilly and falſely, among the People of your 
* Kingdom, That Richard, late King of England, (who 
© is gone to God, and on whoſe Soul Gad through 
© his Grace have Mercy) is till alive. And ſome 
© have writ and publiſhed divers falſe preterided Pro- 
_” _ © phecles 


(m) Fuller's Church Hiſtory, Book IV. p. 162» 


"2 


102 The Parliamentary HistorY 


; © phecies to the People; diſturbing them who would, 
Nn. proc Power, live peaceably, ſerve God, and faith- R 
fully ſubmit and cbey you their Liege Lord. | } 
* Wherefore, may it pleaſe your Royal Majeſty, in 
© Maintenance of the Honcur of God, Conſervaticn 
© of the Laws of Holy Church, as alſo in Preſervation 
© of you, your Children, and the Lords aforeſaid, and 
* for the Quiet of all your Kingdom, to ordain by a 
© Statute in the preſent Parliament, by the Aſſent of 
© the Lords aforeſaid, and the Commons of your King- 
dom, That in caſe any Man or Woman, of what 
£ Eſtate or Condition they be, preach, publiſh, or main- 
* tain, hold, uſe, or exerciſe, any Schools; if any Sect 
t or Doctrine hereafter againſt the Catholick Faith, 
© either preach, publiſh, maintain, or write a Schedule, 
* whereby the People may be moved to take away the 
© Temporal Poſſeſſions of the aforeſaid Prelates ; or 
c preach and publiſh, That Richard late King, who is 
£ dead, ſhould ſtill be in full Life; or that the Fool in 
C Scotland, is that King Richard who is dead; or that 
publiſh or write any pretended Prophecies to the Com- 
motion of your People; | 
* That they, and every of them, be taken, and put 
© in Priſon, without being deliver'd in Bail, or other- 
© wiſe, except by good and ſufficient Mainprize, to be 
© taken before the Chancellor of England, &c. | 


At the Petition of Thomas Lord Furnival, and Sir 
Jobn Pelham Knight, Treaſurers of War as aforeſaid, 
it was agreed, that certain Auditors aſſigned in this Par- 
liament to take their Accounts, ſhould make due Al- 
lowance to them ; and that they, their Heirs and Land- 
. Tenants, ſhould be clearly diſcharged from the ſaid 
Account, 

The Speaker of the Houſe of Commons came again 
before the King and Lords, and required, in the Name 
of that Body, that all the Lords of Council might be 
ſworn to obſerve certain Articles, which they had 
drawn up, for the better Regulation of the publick Af- 
| fairs of the Kingdom. The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
for himſelf and others, refuſed to ſwear to them, but 
offered to do what they could towards their Obſervance. 


Vpcn 


. 
| 
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Upon this the King charged the ſaid Archbiſhop, with King Henry Iv. 


the reſt, on their Allegiance, to take the Oath, which 
accordingly they did ; and further, the King cauſed all 
the Officers of his Houſhold, and of all his Courts of 
Juſtice, to be ſworn to fulfil the ſaid Oath. The Ar- 


ticles were theſe : 


© T. That worthy Councellors and Officers be ap- Articles for the 


© pointed, and not to he removed without good Proof 


Regulation of 
the Government, 


© of their ill Management. II. That no due Grants be preſented by the 
© ſtayed at the Great or Privy Seal. III. That none Speaker, and 


. 0 ſ 
© about the King's Perſon do purſue any Suit or Quar- King's Cooncil 


© rel, by any other Means than by Order of the Com- 
mon Law. IV. That no Officer be appointed by 
any Mediation contrary to the Laws. V. That 
© Order be taken for the Governance of the King's 
© Houſe, Chamber and Wardrobe. VI. That the Re- 
* venues and Profits of the Crown and Realm be em- 
© ployed towards the Charges next aforeſaid. VII. 
© 'That no Perſon, under a Penalty, do receive, or take 
6 * way of Gift any of the Profits aforeſaid. VIII. 
© That two certain Days in the Week be appointed for 
© all Suitors to exhibit their Petitions to the King; and 
© that ſome Perſons may be, alſo, appointed to receive 
and give Anſwers to the ſame. IX. That no Man, 
© whatſoever, do prefer any Bill or Suit to the King on 
any other Days. X. That none of the Council hold 
© Pleas of any Matter determinable at Common Law. 
© XI. That all Statutes touching Buyers and Purvey- 
© ors may be executed. XII. That no one of the 
King's Council ſhall give Encouragement to any 
© Suitor, before Determination had in full Council, 
XIII. That no Mitters of Council may be diſpatched, 
but by full Aﬀent, unleſs the ſame require great 
© haſte; in which Caſes Word ſhall be ſent to ſuch 
© Counſellors as are abſent, to the End that their Advice 
* may be known. The XIV, XV, XVI, XVII, 
XVIII, and XIX Articles, ordain, That none of 
* the King's higher Officers, or other Under-Officers, 
* or Clerks, of any of his Courts, or of his Houſhold, 
© ſhall take any but their accuſtomed Fees, or appoint 
© any Miniſter under them to do the ſame. XX. 


* That the Queen do pay for her Journey to the 
G 4 King's 


— ow = 
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King Henry IV. 
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© King's Houſes, as Queen Philippa lately did. XXI. 
© That none of the Officers of the Mar/haiſea's, of the 

King's Houſe, or Clerk of the Market, do hold any 

© Plea otherwiſe than in the Time of Edward the Firſt. 

XXII. That all the Sheriffs before the Election of 
© Knights of the Shite, ſhall by open Proclamation in 

© their ſeveral Counties, give fifteen Days Reſpite to 

© the Time and Place. XXIII. That all the King's 

© ereat Officers of every Court, and of his Houſhold, 

© ſhall maintain the Common Laws. XXIV. That 

© all Foreigners who are not Denizens do make Fires, 

© by a Day, with the King. XXV. That the Ste- 

6 ward of the King's Houſe, with the Treaſurer, have 
c full Powet to diſcharge the Serjeants and other Offi- 

© cers, for their Miſdemeanors. XXVI. That the 
© ſaid Officers, and Chamberlain of the Houſhold, do 
© execute their Truſts according to the Statutes of the 
« King's Houſe. XXVII. That no Judicial Officer, 

or other Miniſter within the King's Houſe, or in any 
© cf bis Courts, enjoy any of the ſaid Offices, but at 
« Will. XXVIII. That all the Chief Officers of the 

© King's Houſe and Courts, do make, yearly, ſtrict - 
© Enquiries of all Miſdemeanors and Miſpriſions done 
© under them, and make Report thereof to the King's 
© Council. XXIX. That the Array of the ſpecial 
Aſſize challenged, be tryed, at large, as in general 
© Aſhzes; and that the Sheriff do take. nothing for 
© any Pannel between Party and Party. Laſtly, That 
© all the Articles, aforeſaid, ſhall only continue to 
© the End of the next Parliament.” 


Whoever conſiders well the foregoing Articles, deli- 
ver'd by the Speaker, will find that there is ſcarce a 
trifling one amongſt them ; which evidently ſhews, 
That the Commons of England were neither F ools nor 
Knaves in thoſe Days. Nor was the King leſs obli- 
ging and condeſcending, on his Part, than the Com- 
mons had been reſolute and preſumptive on theirs; 
not only ſuffering the ſaid Articles, which ſtruck ſuffici- 
ently at his Prerogative, to paſs into a Law, though 
but a temporary one; but alio, compelling the Arch- 
biſhop with the reſt of the Council, Cc. to ſwear — 

8 
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the Obſervance of them. Which alſo, demonſtrates King Henry IV 


that, whatever indirect Steps Henry took to acquire the 
Diadem, he was reſolved to keep it; and is a ſtrong 
Inſtance that the beſt Laws for the Subject, have 
been often gained under the weakeſt Titles of our 


Kings. 


Rapin remarks, that as the King's Deſign in this Par- Ac relating to 
liament was to demand Money, he readily gave his Courty-Elec- 


Aſſent to ſecure the Freedom of Elections; by which, 
adds he, it is evident that the King had done ſomething 
in the Elections for the laſt Parliament, tending to 
abridge the Liberty of Voting (n). This Act is ſtill ex- 
tant in gur Statute- Books, by which it was enacted, 
© That at the next County-Court after the Delivery 
* of the Writ of Parliament, all there preſent, as well 
« Suitors ſummoned for the ſame Cavſe, as others, ſhall 
© attend to the Election of the Knights for the Parlia- 
* liament,- and in the full County they ſhall proceed to 
Election freely and indifferently, notwithfanding any 
* Requeſt or Commandment to the contrary. And, af- 
ter they are choſen, their Names ſhall be written in 
© an Indenture, under the Seals of all thoſe that did 
© chuſe them, and tack'd to the Writ of Parliament; 
© which Indenture ſhall be holden for the Sheriff 's Re- 
turn of the ſaid Writ (e). This Method ſeems, with 
ſome little Variation, to be the Manner of chufing at 
this Time. 

There are many more Petitions, Anſwers, Cc. in 
the Abridger's Account of the Proceedings of this Par- 
lament, which, "becauſe they are on lefler Affairs, 
or private Property, are omitted. It is obſervable 
however, how anxious the Commons were that all theſe 
Matters {1culd be carefully recorded; for at their own 
Requeſt it was enacted, that certain Members of their 
Houſe ſhould be preſent at the engroſſing the Roll of 
this Parliament. 


The King, to ſhew his Generoſity and Gratitude to Ample Grants 
Sir John Tibetot, the young Speaker of the Houle. of made by the 


Commons, granted to him, in Fee, all the Lands and Fine — _ 


Hereditaments of Richard ap Griffith ap Voethus, in the speaker. 


; Counties 


(% Ravrin, Fol. Edit. P. 498. 
(e) Statutes at a ge, An. 7. Hen, IV. Cap. x% 


| 
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King Henry IV. Counties of Carmarthen and Cardigan, and elſewhere, 


in the Principality of South Wales, forfeited to the 
King by his being an Adherent to Owen Glendour, Re- 
bel and Traitor ; and, alſo, the Office of Keeper of 
the Foreſts of Waybridge and Sapley in the County of 
Huntington, without any Fee or Out-Payment. And, 
further, the King gave to the ſaid Sir Fobn the Goods 
and Chattels of Peter Prifwick, Carpenter, a Felon, 
amounting to one hundred and fifty Pounds ; all which 
muſt be allowed a truly Royal Donation (p). 

Mr Prynne makes an Obſervation again at the End 
of this laſt Seſſion of Parliament, to this Purpoſe, 
* That the Commons young Speaker took more upon 
© him, and ſpoke more boldly and fervently to the 
« King and Lords, than any Speaker had done , before 
him. Which Innovation, beginning to grow in 
* Faſhion, the King and Lords thought proper, in a 
© ſucceeding Parliament, to put a Check upon, as a 
© Novelty inconſiſtent with the King's Prerogative. 
That the Speakers afterwards, became more modeſt, 
© and did not ſay any Thing that was diſpleaſing to the 
King; or, if they caſually did, to pray that it might 
* be imputed, only, to their Ignorance, and not unto the 
Commons. It is further remarkable, that this is the 
longeſt Parliament we have yet met with; for, tho' 
it is not expreſly ſaid when it was diſſolved, yet we 
may well ſuppoſe, by the three Prorogations, that it 
continued near a Year ; which was an Innovation, in 
the ancient Conſtitution, taken Notice of by ſeveral 
Hiſtorians as a great Blot in this Reign. Hoelling/head, 
in particular, ſays, that the long Continuance of this 
Parliament was a great Loſs and Damage to the Com- 
monalty ; for the Expences of their — 2 
was, almoſt, equal, in Value, to the Sum that was de- 
manded for the Subſidy (9). 

On the zoth of Over, in the ſucceeding Year, 
a another 


( 2) He was afterwards made Earl of Worceſter, DVspALE's Bare. 


nage. 
(9) Holling ſhead"s Chron. P. 531. 
7 Stowe writes, that the Foreign Servants, which came with the 
Queen out of Bretagne, were by this Parliament baniſhed the Realm; 
as, alſo, two of her Daughters, which ſhe had by her former Huſbagd, 


Tebn de Mount ford, Duke of Hretagne. P. 333. 
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another Parliament met, by Summons, at Glacefter ; kiag Henry Iv. 


but, upon calling over the Houſe of Commons, ſeveral 
Defaulters being found, it was put off for four Days 


longer. On that Day the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, "NI 4 


Arundel, ſtill Lord Chancellor, opened the Seſſion and 


the Cauſe of the Meeting, with a Speech, and took A* Glouceſter. 


this Text for his Subject, Regem honorificate. 

In which, he endeavoured to prove, That for three 
© eſpecial Cauſes the King ought to be honoured. 
* Firſt, For that the King, by maintaining the Liber- 
© ty of Holy Church, honoured God, and therefore 
© ought himſelf to be honoured. Secondly, He ought 
© to be honoured for his great Care towards his Sub- 
© jects, as well in the Obſervation of the Laws, as in 
© his Defence of them againſt Foreign Enemies. And, 
* Thirdly, Becauſe that, ever fince his Coronation, he 
© had ſhewn Favour and Pardon to all that aſked 
© them. And added, that, as in Neceſſity, every 
© Member of Man's Body would ſeek Comfort from 
© the Head, as the Chief; ſo he applied it to the ho- 
© nouring of the King, who was the Head of the Con- 
« ſtitution. He deſired the Houſe of Commons to 
© chooſe a Speaker that Afternoon, and preſent him the 
next Day to the King; and laſtly, he required them 
all to conſider on proper Means to end the Rebelli- 
* on in Wales; to take Care for the ſafe guarding of 
© the Sea; for defending of Guienne, Calais, and IJre- 
© land, and the Northern Marches, and how by their 
Aid the ſame might be beft accompliſhed.” 


The Chancellor having finiſhed his Harangue, the gj, Thomas 
Receivers and Triers of Petitions were conſtituted ; and Chaucer choſen 
the next Day the Commons preſented Sir Thomas Chau- Speaker. 


cer (r), for their Speaker, who, after Excuſe for him- 
ſelf and Confirmation, made the common Proteſtation, 
which was granted. 

On the 9th of November the Commons came again 
before the King, where the ſaid Speaker repeated his for- 
mer Proteſtation, and began to rehear'e the Grant of the 
laſt Subſidies, and the Oaths of the Lords, and others, 
for the Diſpoſition of the ſame. But the Chancellor 
interrupted him, and ſaid, that no Accounts were yet 

made 


67 Son to that famous Engliſh Poet, Geofſry Chaucer, Stowe, P. 326, 
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King Henry IV. made for the Diſburſements of the ſame to the Com- 
mons; and that the Lords, having little Thanks for 
the laſt, would by no Means take the like Oath a- 
gain; which the King, at his Requeſt, excuſed them 
from (s). Then the ſaid Speaker made great Come 
plaints againſt Purveyors; to which the Steward and 
Treaſurer of the King's Houſe aniwered, © That the 
* ſame ſhould be remedied”, 
His Complaint of November 14, Upon the Coming of the Commons 
Grievances, before the King and Lords, the Speaker told them of 
the great Diſadvantage the Nation ſuffered by not 
guarding the Sea'z and that thoſe who had Lands on 
the Marches of Hales never dwelled thereon ; of which 
he deſired that due Confideration might be taken, which 
was promiſed : And that certain Lords, by Name, 
might be appointed to confer with the Commons on 
thele and other Matters. But, at the Requeſt of the 
Merchants, made laſt Parliament, the King granted to 
William Childers, late Admiral of the South and Weſt 
Seas, the Allowance of 2668 J. which was due to him, 
and that he be diſcharged of all Accounts. 
The Commons On the 21ſt of November, which was the laſt Day 
return Thanks of this Parliament, the Speaker deſired the King to give 
jo the Prince n publick Thanks to the Prince of Male, for his great 
Wales, Fatigue and good Conduct in Wales; for which both 
the King and the Prince returned back their Comple- 
ments to the Commons (r). After which the Prince, 
kneeling before the King, cleared the Duke of York from 
diſloyal Reports ſpread againſt him, and in open Par- 
-  Jiament averred him tobe a true and loyal Knight. At 
the ſame Time, the Speaker moved the King to ad- 
vance his Sons the Lords Thamas, John, and Humphrey, 
to ſome honourable Titles and Fortunes. 1 
A Subſidy The Lords and Commons on the fame Day granted 
granted, to the King one Tenth and a Half ; with the like Sub- 
dy for Staple and other Merchandizes, as was granted 
in the laſt Parliament, for two Years. And, in Con- 
fideration of the Subſidies aforeſaid, the King promiſed, 
that for two Years, next enſuing, he would require no 
other 
(+) See before, P. 104. 
(t) The Pricce having the Command of an Army in Nala, lad gain- 


ed two Victories there; in the latter of which the Son of Owen Glen» 
dour was taken Priſoner, Rarin, Fol. Edit. P. 496. 
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other Subſidies or Charge on his Subjects; and, for more King Henry IV, 
Aſſurance thereof, defired that this might paſs into an 
Act, and that every Member might have a Copy of it. 
It ſeems, by the Record, that the Lords and Com- 
mons did not agree ſo well, as formerly, in this Parlia- 
ment ; for a Difference that happened between the two 
Houſes about granting the Subſidy, gave Riſe to the 
following Ordinance, v1Z. : | 
* That in all future Parliaments, in the Abſence of An Order to pre- 
* the King, it ſhould be lawful as well to the Lords by ent the Lords 
© themſelves, as to the Commons by themſelves, to — — 4 
© debate of all Matters relating to the Realm, and of mons private De- 
© the Means to redreſs them ; without diſcloſing the bates to the King, 
* ſame to the King before a Determination made there- 
© of, and that to be done only by the Mouth of the 
* Speaker. Which Ordinance was niade, becauſe Part 
© of the aforeſaid Diſpleaſure aroſe on Account of the 
© Lords making the King, ſeveral Times, privy to their 
© Debates on the Subſidy, and brought Meſſages from 
him; which the Commons ſaid was abſolutely againſt 
their Liberties.” 
On the faid laſt Day of this Parliament, the Speaker 
required, that the Commons might depart with as great 
Liberty as they had done heretofore ; and again recom- 
mended it to the King and Lords, that ſufhcient Means 
might be taken for guarding the Seas, and reſiſting 'the 
Welch Rebels (u). 

It was not till two Years after the laſt, that another Anno Regni, 17. 
Parliament was called, which was to meet at Weſt- 1410, 
minſter, on the Qindene of St Hilary, or 3 the At Weſtminſter, 
18th, 1410, but they did not fit to do Buſineſs till 
nine Days after. hen the Biſhop of Wincheſter, the 
King's Brother, there being then no Chancellor, de- 
clared the Cauſe of the Summons to be for the Preſer- 
vation of the Church's Liberties, c. and then took 

for 


fu) Some more Strokes were made at the Court of Rome this Parlia- 
ment, on the Score of Provifions, &c, Statutes at Large, An. 9. Hen. 
IV. Cap. viii. 

This Year Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland, raiſed Forces, and 
enter*d Yorkſhire, bet was overthrown by the Sheriff of that County, 
and himſelf Nin. This was the End of the Father, Son, and Brother, 
deſcended from one of the nobleſt Races that came from Normandy into 
England, Broxvi's Hiſtory of the Wars between the Houſes of York 
an Lancaſter 3 P. 85. 


, 
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King Henry Iv · for his Subject, Decet nos implere omnem Juſtitiam, on 


Sir Thomas 
Chaucer again 
choſen Speaker. 


which he diſcanted to this Purport ; 

* That this Parliament was ſummoned for two 
* Cauſes ; the firſt for the inward Governance of the 
© Realm, as in the due Obſervance of the Laws ; the 
© ſecond for outward Governance, as in a proper De- 
© fence againſt a Foreign Enemy ; and in this he 
touched upon the Duke of Burgundy, then Gover- 
© nor of France, who he ſaid meant to beſiege Calais, 
with a great Army, and then to conquer this King- 
dom.“ 

He told them, amongſt other Matters, That there 
* were two Kinds of Government, the Jus Regimi- 
nis, and Jus Subjectionis; allowing the firſt to be 
better, according to the Anſwer of Ariſlotle to King 
© Alexander, who, being aſked in what Manner the 
© ſaid King might ſtrongeſt fortify the Walls of a new 
© Fortreſs, or Frontier Town, which he had built; 
* anſwered, that the ſtrongeſt Walls were the hearty 
0 * of his Subjects, and Obedience to the 
Laws.“ | | 

He ſaid, That all true Subjects owe to their Sove-- 
© reign three chief Points, ig. Honour and Obedi- 
* ence, Reverence and Benevolence, and hearty Aſſi- 
© ſtance. And, becauſe the preſent Neceſſity re- 
© quir'd ready Aſſiſtance, and ſpeedy Diſpatch, the 
King had called this Aſſembly for a full Conſultation ; 
© which he wiſhed might redound to the Glory of God, 
© the Honour of the King, and the Safety of the whole 
© Realm. For which good End he willed the Com- 
* mons to go to an Election of their Speaker, and pre- 
© ſent him the next Day to the King. 

On the 28th of January, the Commons preſented 
Sir Thomas Chaucer, again, for their Speaker, who, 
making the common Proteſtation, the King, by his 
own Mouth, allowed of it ; but added, © T hat fince now 
© the Lords and Commons were come to an Agreement, 
© he expected that they, the Commons, would ſpeak 
no unbecoming Words, or attempt any Thing that 
* was not conſiſtent with Decency.” 

Feb. the 7th, at the Requeſt of the Commons the 
Aſſizes were prorogued, by the King, during the Sit- 

ting 
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ting of Parliament. But nothing more is ſaid of their King Henry Iv. 


Proceedings till the 15th of March, which, being at 
that Time in Palm- Sunday Week, at the Deſire of the 
Commons, the Parliament was adjourn'd to the Quin- 


dene of Enfler next following. 
At that Day, being April the 7th, the Parliament 


reaſſembled, when the King granted, that certain of 
the moſt learned Biſhops, and worthy Lords, ſhould 
be aſſigned to be of his Council ; and that they and all 
the Judges ſhould be ſworn to give good Counſel and up- 


right Judgment. 


It was enacted, that all ſuch as had Caſtles and geverat Aa: 
Towns in the Marſhes of Scotland, ſhould furniſh them paſs'd for the Se- 
with Neceflaries, and keep Guard there in proper Per- — of the 
ſon. The ſame Order was taken for the Caſtles and 


Towns in Wales. Alſo, that the Revenues of the 
King's Dominions beyond Sea ſhould for three Years be 
employed on the Soldiers there; and that no Officer 
there, who is immediately accountable to the King, 
ſhall enjoy the ſame during Life. 

It was alſo enacted, that three Parts of the Subſidy on 
Wools ſhall be employed upon the Defence of Calais, 
the Caſtle there, the new Tower on Rochbank, and on 
the Marſhes of Calais, and for the Payment of certain 
Debts there. That ſuch Subſidies as ſhould be granted 
this Parliament ſhould be employed according to the 
Grant, and not otherwiſe. And, on a Remonſtrance 
from the Commons, the King ordered that all Fo- 
reigners who are come into the Realm, except Mer- 
chants, ſhall make Proteſtation to live and die in the 
King's Quarrel ; ſhall ſerve in the Wars if they are able; 
and ſhall not be lodged but in Exgliſhmen's Houſes. 
Alſo, that none of them ſhall be Brokers, and that no 
Broker ſhall be a Merchant to his own Uſe. 


On the ad of May, upon the earneſt Requeſt of the he ges 
Commons, ſuch Lords as were before appointed to be ſpect 


of the King's Council, were again declared ; 

whom, with the Judges, were then ſworn to do Juſ- 

tice 3 except the Prince of ales, who, for his Mor- 

thineſs, as is there expreſſed, was excuſed that Cere- 

mony. | 

| The Reader may obſerve, that there are ſeveral Paſ- 
lages 


all of lament to Henry 


King Henry IV. 


% 


The Commons 


praya —— of this Reign, may 


the Lollards; 
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ſages in the Courſe of theſe Proceedings, which evi- 
dently ſhew what Reſpect the Commons in Parliament 


paid to this Prince of Hales, at that Time. This does 


not, by any Means, ſuit with the light Character which 
moſt Hiſtorians have given of this Prince in his young- 
er Days. And, if he had been guilty of thoſe Levities 
he is accuſed of, he would not have had, we may well 
ſuppoſe, ſo many Compliments paid him ; nor have 
been made Prefident of the Council, as he, certainly, 
then was: For, in an Ordinance, made this Parlia- 
ment, where, if any of the King's Chief Officers or 
Judges, ſhall take any Bribe or Reward, he ſhall 
forfeit treble the Value to the King, it is wrote on 
the Margin of the Roll, Reſpefuatur per Dominum 
Principem et Conſilium. It is, therefore, ftill ,more 
evident by this, what ſome Hiſtorians remark, that 
it was the King's Jealouſy of his Son's growing 
Greatneſs and Popularity, and his Neglect of him for 
that Reaſon, which threw the Prince on the diſſolute 
Courſes which are laid to his Charge. - 

In this Parliament, there was ſome Relaxation de- 
manded of the late ſevere Act againſt Lollards and He- 
reticks ; for now it was requeſted by the Commons, 
That all ſuch Perſons as ſhould be arreſted by Force of 
© the Statute, made __ Lollardy in the ſecond Year 

bailed and freely purge them- 
© ſelves of it; that they be arreſted by no others than 
© the Sheriffs, or ſuch like Officers; and that no Ha- 
«. yock be made of their Goods.” Anſwer, The King 
will be adviſed, 

Thus far the Record. But Mr Napin relates, that 
on paſling the Act ſor regulating Electiors, the Com- 
mons were encouraged, before they granted an Aid, to 
renew their formgr Inſtances in regard to the Clergy. 
Witkiif's Doctrine had gained ſo much Ground, that 


the Majority of the Houſe of Commons were then in 
that Way of thinking; and, thus biaſſed, they preſent- 


ed two Petitions to the King, one againſt the Clergy, 
and the other in Favour of the Lollardi. In the firſt 
they ſet forth, That the Clergy made an ill Uſe of 
* their Riches, and conſumed their Incomes in a very 


« different 


POD, 
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«© different Manner from the Intent of the Donors. King Henry Iv. 


© That their Revenues were exceſſive, and conſequent- 


ly it was neceſſary to leſſen them. That ſo many And renew their 
© Eſtates might eaſily be taken from them as would Project for re- 


© ſerve to provide for 150 Earls, at the Rate of 3000 


ducing the Re- 
venues of the 


Marks, yearly, each; 1500 Barons at 100 Marks Clergy. 


© each 3; 6200 Knights at 40 Marks; and 100 
* Hoſpitals, at as many Marks, yearly, for each 
* Hoſpital. . That, by theſe Means, the Kingdom's 
* Safety would be better provided for, the Poor better 
© maintained, and the Clergy more attach'd to their 
© Duty (x). | | | 
This is Monſ. Rapin's Account of the Contents of 
this Bill ; but could fo learned and judicious an Author 
ever ſuppoſe that ſuch a Number of Earls, Barons, and 
Knights, were likely to be ſupported at ſuch a Calcu- 
lation; provided that the Commons were willing to 
raiſe ſo many new Lords and Maſters amongſt them. 
His Marginal Note refers you to Halſingham for his 
Authority ; but, unfortunately for him, that very 
Authority contradicts it, and ſhews him, if not an ig- 
norant, at leaſt, a careleſs or an unfair "Tranſlator, 
Waljngham's Account of the Contents of the Bill, 
which the Commons now exhibited againſt the Clergy, 
is this, That the Temporalities, diſordinately waſted 
by Men of the Church, might well ſuffice to find the 
F King with 15 Earls, 1500 Knights, 6200 Eſquires, 
© and 100 Almhouſes, for the Relief of poor People, 
© more than there were then in England (5). That 
Vor. IL H every 


| (*) Cent-cinguant Comter, a trois mille Marcs chacun par Annee, 
guinue- cent Barons, a 100 Mares chacun, fix-mille deux. cens Chevaliers 
a 40 Marcs, & cent Hoſpitaux a 100 Mares. 
Rarin Edit. Amſt. Tom III. p. 407. 

( y) The Form of the Petition, or Remonſtrance, in Walfngham, made 
by — Houſe of Commons to the King and Lords, runs in theſe Words, 

Excellentiſſimo Domino noftro Regi et omnibus Proceribus, in præſenti Par- 
liamento conſtitutis, omnes Communes fideles — bumiliter, dicentes 
veraciter, quod Dominus noſter Rex poteft babere de Bonis Temporalibus, per 
Epiſcopes et Abbates, ac Priores, occupatis ac ſuperbe waſtatis in Regno, 
quindecim Comites, mille quingentos Milites, ſex mille ducentos Armi- 
geros, et centum Xenodochia plura quam ſunt, bene et fideliter ſuſtentata, 
de Terris et Tenementis, nume inutiliter et ſuperbe waſtatis, a 

The ſucceeding Account of the ſeveral Stipends, Cc. is given by our 
older Chronicles, and is taken from an ancient MS Hiſtory of theſe 
Times, under the Title of Titus Livius, 


- 


/ 
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King Henry IV. every Earl ſhould have, of yearly Rent, 3000 


© Marks; every Knight 100 Marks, and 4 Plough- 
Lands; every Eſquire 40 Marks and 2 Plough Lands; 
© and every Almſhouſe 100 Marks; and be overlook'd 
© by two true ſecular Prieſts to each Houſe. And, over 
© and above all theſe, the King might put yearly, 
© into his own Coffers, 20,000 Pounds. Provided 
c alſo, that every /'Townſhip ſhould maintain their own 
Poor, that could not labour; on Condition, that if 
any was overburthen'd with them, then the faid 
« Townſhips to be relieved by the Almſhouſes aforeſaid. 
And, for to bear the Charges of all theſe Things, the 
Commons affirmed, in their Bill, that the Tempo- 
© ralities, then in the Poſſeſſion of Spiritual Men, a- 
mounted to 322,000 Marks, yearly Rent.” The 
Commons alſo alledged, * That over and above the 
< faid Sum of 322,000 Marks, ſeveral Houſes of Reli- 
© gion in England, poſſeſſed as many Temporalities, 
as might ſutfice to find 15000 Prieſts ; every Prieſt 
to be allowed, for his Stipend, ſeven Marks a Year.” 

This is a genuine Account of this extraordinary At- 
tack on the Clergy, in thoſe Days; the Bill was 
brought into the Houſe by Sir * Oldcaftle, Lord 
Cobham ; which drew upon him the Hatred of that vaſt 
Body of Men, and terminated at laſt in his own De- 
ſtruction, 

The ſecond Petition is mentioned in the Record, 
wherein the Commons prayed that the Statute paſs'd 
againſt the Lollards, in the ſecond Year of this Reign, 
might be repealed ; or, at leaſt, qualified with ſome 
Reſtrictions. 

Mr Rapin here again makes this Reflection on theſe 
two Petitions ; © That it the Parliament which firſt 
* mov'd the leſſening the Clergy's Revenues was call'd 
the wnlearned, it may well be ſuppoſed that this met 
with no better Treatment. The Name of Lollard 
and Heretich was plentifully beſtowed ; and the 
* Clergy confider'd theſe Petitions as tending to under- 
mine all Religion. This was induſtriouſly inſinuated 
© to the King, with all the Aggravation which Parties 
© concern'd are capable of diſplaying on ſuch an Occa- 
© fron. It is hard to know, ſays our Author, whether 

| The 
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© the King himſelf was of this Mind; but, however, king Henry 1V, 


he openly declared, that he had the Intereit of the 
Church no leſs at Heart than the Clergy themſelves. 
And, being now very eaſy from his Enemies, both at 
home and abroad, he had no Mind to provoke ſo 
© great and dangerous a Body againſt him. For this 
© Reaſon he rebuked the Commons very ſharply, and 
© faid, That he neither could nor would conſent to their 
« Petitions, and expreſly forbad them to meddle any more 
* with the Church's Concerns. As for the Lollards, he 
© added, that far from permitt ng the Statute againſt 
* them tobe repealed, he wiſhed it more rigorous, for the 
s utter Extirpation of Hereſy out of the Land (⁊). 

The Commons being baulk'd again in their Expec- 
tations in theſe higher Matters, contented themſelves 
with petitioning, that | Clerks when convicted, might 
be put into the King's Priſons, or thoſe of the Tem- 
poral Lords; alledging, for Reaſon, that Clerks 


by thoſe Means frequently eſcap'd the Puniſhment 


they deſerv'd (a). his Point had been often at- 
tempted by the Laity againſt the Clergy ; particularly, 
as high as the Reign of King Aenry II. when that 
Prince, and all the Peers of the Realm, maintained 
this Point ſo ſtoutly againſt Archbiſhop Becket and Pope 
Alexander III. But our Henry, fearing to be expoſed 
to the fame Troubles his Predeceflor had been, refuſed, 
alſo, to give his Aﬀent to this Bill; and, to ſhew the 
Commons how far he was from giving any Counte- 


nance to theſe Proceedings,” he ſigned a Warrant for 
H 2 the 


(z) The King had been long ſuſpected, even before he came to the 
Crown, to be as great a Favourer of Wickliff's Doctrine as his Father 
was before him. Fabian and Hollingſhead both write, that in Sir Jobn 
Bagot's Examination, before the Council, very ſoon after the late Kevo- 
lution, he declared that he heard King Richard ſay, * That he knew 
the Duke of Hereford, if he was once King, would prove a bitter and 
© cruel Enemy to the Church. Holling ſbead, ps 511. Biondi, 49. 

The Abbot of Weftminſfter, alſo, in his Speech to tae Lords engag d 
in the Conſpiracy againſt Henry, in the firſt Year of his Reign, urg d, 
© That he heard him once ſay, when Duke of Lancaſter, that Princes 
© had too little, and the Religious too much; and therefore he ſuppos d 
© him no Friend to the Church, if he continued long in that Dignity. 

N Grafionꝰs Chronicle, p · 409 

(a) Walfingham's Words are, U? Clerici convitti de cetero non trades 


wentur Ergaſtalis Epiſcoporum, ſed Carceribus regiis et tomporalium Domie 
rum. p. 379. ä 0 


Both which the 


King refuſes to 
comply with. 
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iy, the burning of one Thomas Badby, who had been be- 
W fore convicted of Hereſy (6). | 
n The Commons confider'd this Execution as an Inſult, 
Lollard to be and great Aggravation of the King's other Refuſals; 
burat, and accordingly, when Henry demanded a Power to 
levy every Year a certain Subfidy, which was a Tenth 
from the Clergy, and a Fifteenth from the Laity, with- 
out a Meeting of a Parliament, this Demand was bold- 
Which the Com- ly rejected. The Commons would have even refuſed 
mons reſent, the Supply for his neceſſary Occaſions, if he had not 
forced them to it, by prolonging the Seſſion till he got 
h his Defire. - 
li The Reader will find here much more Matter, re- 
| lating to the Proceedings of this Parliament, than the 
| 


Abridger of the Records has given us; it muſt therefore 
reſt on the Credit of the cotemporary Hiſtorians before 
I! mentioned. By theſe it plainly appears, that Henry had 
U as deſpotick Principles as his Predeceſſor, when he durſt 
| to ſhew them. 5 304 
1 A Matter of more private Concern came alſo before 
[| this Parliament, which fince it bears Reſpect to an an- 
| cient and noble Family, which we ſhall have great Oc- 
caſion to mention in the Sequel of this Work, we can- 
1 not omit the Abridger's Account of it. 

[| The Petition of Richard de Haſtings, ſneweth, that 
uM Ralph de Haſtings, his Brother, who was attainted and 
| | beheaded for High Treafon, in the fixth Year of the 
| 

| 

| 

| 


King, died without Iſſue; and prayeth to be reſtored 
1 | as well to his Blood, as to all ſuch Lands as the ſaid 
1 Ralph had at the Time of his Death, without any fur- 
I ther Suit (c). Which Petition, by the Aſſent of the 
| | whole Parliament, was granted. 
| On the gth Day of May, and the laſt of this Par- 


1 Alterations in liament, the Speaker of the Commons requir'd the cer- 
li the council 3® tain Knowledge of the Counſellors Names; whereup- 
1 eir Lege. on two of them were changed. They then, with the 
{ A Subſidy Aſſent of the Biſhops and Lords, granted the King the 
9 granted. like Subſidy as in the gth of this Reign, ſo as expreſs 
Mention 


F U ) The Writ to the Sheriffs of London, De Heretico comburendo, for 
11 burning this Thomas Badby, is in Fed. Ang Tom VIII. p. 627. 

1 (ce) He was beheaded for an Inſurrection at York, An. 1405, with the 
| Archbiſhop, and Thomas Mowbray, Earl Marſhal, | 
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Mention ſhould be made in the Grant, hat it was pro- King Henry IV. 


vided of their own good Mill; whereof they gave twen- 
ty thouſand Marks to the King, to diſpoſe of at his 
Pleaſure. After which the Speaker recommended to 
the King the Perſons of the Qucen, the Prince, the 
Lords Thomas, Fohn, and Humphrey, the King's Sons, 
and pray'd their Advancement; for which the King 
thanked them, and promited Satisfaction in this Matter 
at a proper Opportunity (d). 

Before the Meeting of this laſt Parliament King 
Henry found himſelf more at Eaſe in his Government, 
than ever he had been yet. France, which had hither- 
to been a terrible Thorn in his Heel, was now itſelf 
torn in Pieces by a Civil War between the two Hou- 
ſes of Orleans and Burgundy. This, alſo, occaſioned 
Scotland and Males, ſince they could now receive no 
farther Aſſiſtance from France, to agree to a Truce 
with England. All Henrys inborn Enemies were al- 
moſt totally deſtroyed ; and, having nothing to fear, 
either at Home or Abroad, he became more abſolute 
than ever. The Reader may obſerve, that at the Head 
of this Seſſion, when the Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons made the uſual Proteſtation, the King took 
more upon him than formerly, by prohibiting the Spea- 
ker from uſing any indecent Expreſſions ; that is, we 
ſuppoſe, from ſaying, or doing, any Thing that might 
give him Offence, We ſhall here aga'n beg Leave to 
give a remarkable Paragraph in Rapin's Hiſtory, con- 
taining ſome Reflections on the Means Henry uſed to 
pack this Parliament; as that Author does not quote 
his Authority, we ſhall reſt it, fingly, on his own; 
but, it is Matter of ſome Wonder that ſuch Expreſſi- 
ons ſhould low from the Pen of this Hiſtorian. 

Though Henry, ſays he, had cauſed Richard to be 
* depoſed for uſurping an arbitrary Power contrary to 
the Laws, yet, he himſelf. plainly ſhewed by certain 
Proceedings he would have been glad to govern with 
© an abſolute Authority. This chiefly appeared in the 
Elections of Members of Parliament. By the Di- 
© rections of the Court, certain Artifices were prac- 
© tiſed, to render the Freedom of Voting. of no Uſe ; 

H 3 _ © fince 

(4) Prince Thomas his ſecond Son, ' was accordingly created Duke of 

Clarence, 
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. * fince the Sheriffs took the Liberty to return ſuch 


© Repreſentatives as had not a Majority of Votes. This 
is a Thing of ſo fatal a Conſequence, that it may be 
affirmed, thei Liberty of the Engliſh will no longer 
ſubſiſt than whilſt the Privilege of freely electing their 
Repreſentatives in Parliament ſtands inviolated. If 
once the Sovereign comes to chuſe what Repreſenta- 
tives he pleaſes, the Bounds of the Royal Authority 
will be in the End ſo enlarged, that nothing but the 
mere Shadow of Liberty will remain. Of this, we 
have ſeen a remarkable Inſtance in the Reign of 
Richard II. But it may farther be added, that all 
the Kings of England, who have enjoyed a more ab- 
ſolute Power than the teft, acquired it by this Way; 
I' mean, by procuring their Creatures to be elected. 
When a Parliament conſiſts of ſuch Members, it is 
not the King which is charged with Encroachments 
on the People's Liberty, but it is the Nation itſelf 
that voluntarily runs into Slavery. And, if, after- 
wards, they reſolve to throw off their Chains, they 
can only ſucceed by violent Means ; and this, by the 
Way, is the Spring of moſt of our Civil Wars ſe 
often kindled in England. | 
We may venture to affirm, that no native Hiſtorian 
could more juſtly deſcant bn the Abuſe of Engliſß Par- 
liaments than this Foreigner hath here done. And, 
we wiſh we could ſay, that this Practice hath not been 
uſed in much later Reigns, and, even down to our own 
Times. Vet the Reader may well wonder, what all 
this long Preamble was to introduce; our Author goes 
on and writes, That the Parliament which met in 
: ou 14 conſidering the Conſequences of the 
King's Proceedings to over-rule Elections, believed 
the Redreſs of that Abuſe as the moſt preſſing Af- 
* fair, Accordingly, in the Beginning of the Seſſion, 
they preſented a Bill to the King, by which the She- 
riffs who ſhould be guilty of making falſe Returns, 
© were to be fined one Hundred Pounds Sterling for 
* each Offence (e). The King would have been glad 
4 + o to 
(e) This is an Emendation of the Statute of 7 Hen. IV. For the better 
Regulation of Eletioms for Knights of the Shire. Hereby not only the 
Sheriffs were to forſeit 100 J. for every ſuch Offence, but the Knights 
of Shires, ſo returned, were alſo to loſe their accuſtomed Wages, Se 
before, p. 82, and 105, 
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© to evade this Act; but as he could not do it, without King Henry IV. 


* laying himſelf too open, beſides as he intended to de- 
mand a Subſidy, he gave it the Royal Aﬀent.” 

The only Reaſon Rapin gives for gaining this Sta- 
tute is an ih dixit of his own; not one ſingle Word 
of it appearing on the Record. Nay, it is much more 
probable that the King and his Parliament agreed very 
well this Seſſion ; ſince, in the Grant of the Subſidy, 
they made him a fingular, and very unuſual, Preſent 
of 20,000 Marks at his own Diſpoſal. | 

Another Parliament aſſembled at //2/minfter, on 
the 2d of November, in the 13th and laſt Year of this 
King's Reign (//. At which Time, the Commons 
being called over, as uſual, Sir Thomas Beaufort, ano- 
ther Half-Brother of the King's, then Chancellor, by 
Virtue of Letters Patent there read and enrolled, be- 
gan, .prorogued, and continued the faid Parliament for 
a Week longer. 


At which Time the ſaid Chancellor, by the King's Anno Regni 1g. 
Command, in his Preſence, and in the Preſence of all ,, 8 


the Lords and Commons, declared, T hat this Parlia - 
ment was called for three Cauſes: For the good Go- 
vernment of the Realm, due Execution of the Laws, 
and the Defence of the Kingdom, with the ſafe Keep- 
ing of the Seas. From theſe he argued, That to 
the good Governance of the Realm belonged faith- 
ful Council without Flattery, and due Obedience 
* without Grudging. To the due Execution of the 
* Laws did appertain fincere Keeping of the fame, and 
© ſpeedy Redrels for Fear of Abuſe. To the Defence 
© of the Realm there needed their hearty willing Relief 
© to the King in his Diſtreſs, with diſcreet and ſpeedy 
* Proviſion ; far all which Cauſes they were then al- 
* ſetnbled.” He added, That it was the King's 
* Pleaſure the Chuich, with all Corporations and Per- 
© ſons ſhould enjoy their wonted Liberties ; and, for 
« expediting theſe Matters he defired the Commons to 
chuſe a Speaker, and preſent him the next Day.” 


G0 0 


% 


Accordingly, the Commons preſented Sir Thomas sir Thomas 


Chaucer, once more, as their Speaker; whoſe Excuſe Chaucer a chi! 
: not Speaker. 


(J)] Sir William Dugdale places this Parliament in the 12th Year, and 


ſays, there were no Summons in the 13th, but Corton*s Abridgment,. and 
the Statutes at Large, make it the 13th and laſt, ' 


King Henry IV. not being allowed, he prayed that he might ſpeak un- 


: 
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der the uſual Proteſtation. It was granted, that he 
might ſpeak as others before had done; but that /e 
King would have no Novelties introduced, and would 
enjoy his Prerogative. Upon this, the Speaker defired 
a Reſpite for three Days, to give his Anſwer in Writ- 
ing, which was, That he deſired no other Proteſta- 
© tion than what other Speakers had made; and, that 
© it he ſhould ſpeak any Thing to the King's Diſple a- 
© ſure, it might be imputed to his own Ignorance, on- 
© ly, and not to the Body of the Commons; which 
the King granted. 
Then the Commons, by Aſſent of the Biſhops and 
Lords, granted to the King the ſame Subſidy, as to 
Tonage and Poundage, as in the two laſt Parliaments ; 
ſo, alſo, that it might be expreſſed to proceed from 
their own Good-Will, and not of Duty. They alſo 
granted, that every Perſon poſſeſſed of Twenty Pounds, 
by the Year, above all Charges, ſhall pay Six Shillings 
and Erghtpence ; except Lands purchaſed in Mort main, 
before the 2oth of Edward I. and Lands purchaſed in 
» Frank Almoigne, ſince the ſaid 20th Year. This is the 
firſt Tax upon Land that we have yet met with. 
- On the laſt Day of November, the Speaker, in the 
Name of the Commons, prayed the King to give 
Thanks to the Prince, and others appointed to be of 
the King's Council, in the laſt Parliament, for well 
employing the Treaſure then granted ; which his Ma- 
jeſty did accordingly. 


An AA for regu · It was enacted, That the Mint-Maſter within the 
lating the Coin. Toter of Londen, and other Minters within the 


King's Grant, may coin of every Pound of Gold of 
© the Tower-Weight Fifty Nobles ; and of the ſame 
Weight of Silver Thirty Shillings Sterling, during 
© two Years ; provided that the faid Gold and Silver 
© be of as good Allay as the old Coin was (e). 

About this Time the current Coin of the Nation 
was much debaſed by Foreign Money being added to 
it; whereupon a Law was made, this Parliament, for 
prohibiting a certain bad Coin, called Galley- Haif- 
Pence, to paſs current, as, alſo, all Foreign Money, 

ge a9 

(e) Statutes at Large, An, 13. Hen, IV. Cap. vi. 
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as well of Scotland as other Nations. An Hiſtorian King Heary Iva 


writes, that tho' the King had no Tax granted this 
Parliament, (we ſuppoſe he means no Tenths nor Fif- 
teenths) yet he ſo well managed the Buſineſs of the 
Coinage, that he raiſed as good a Fund by it. For, 
partly, by ſeizing the forfeited Money, and, partly, 
by coining new Nobles, which he' made a Groat light- 
er than the old, he much enriched his own Trea- 
ſury (/). 

A Church- Affair of ſome Conſequence came, alſo, 
before this Parliament; Thomas, Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, by a long Inſtrument, in Latin, ſhewed, that 
in the Time of Richard II. the Univerſity of Oxford 
had purchaſed a Bull to be clearly exempt from the 
Viſitation of the ſaid Archbiſhop, to the End that they 
might better ſupport Hereticks and Zyllards ; and that 
the ſaid King Richard took Order that. they ſhould 
. ſtill be ſubject to the ſaid Archbiſhop's Viſitation, not- 
withſtanding the faid Bull. Yet, he added, that in this 
King's Time he had been diſturbed in his Viſitation 
aforeſaid by Richard Courtney, the Chancellor, Ben- 
net Brett, and John Birch, the Proctors of the faid 
Univerſity ; and that, by their Submiſſion to the 
King's Order, it was by him, in Chancery, decreed, 
that the whole Univerſity aforeſaid, and all Orders, 
Perſons and Faculties in the ſame, ſhould be fully ſub- 
ject to the Viſitation of the ſaid Archbiſhop and his Suc- 
ceſlors, and. to his and their Officers. And that as 
often as the faid Archbiſhop, or his Succeſlors, or his 
or their Officers, ſhould be interrupted by the ſaid 
Chancellor, their Liberties ſhould be ſeized into the 


King's Hands, until the ſaid Archbiſhop was reſtored 
to higRight. And, further, for every Time of ſuch — 
Interruption, the ſaid Chancellor, or other Officer of Power of viſiting 


the Univerſity, 


the Univerfity, ſhould be bound to pay to the King 

One thouſand Pounds. — a = 
All theſe Articles and Orders, at the Requeſt of the withſtanding the 

ſaid Archbiſhop, were confirmed by the whole Aſſent j2?*'* Bull of 


of Parliament. On all which Sir Robert Cotton makes 
this Remark, * That hence it moſt manifeſtly appears, 
that even in thoſe Days, the Prerogatives of our 

* Princes 
(f) Daniel in Kennet, P. 301. | 
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King Henry ry, © Princes were nothing ſubject to the Pope's Suprema- 


A general Pat- 
gon. 


© cy. For, otherwiſe, this Archbiſhop, the Pope's 
© adopted and Foſter-Son, would not have fo flighted 
© the Pope's Bulls, which he plainly took for mere 
© Bells and Baubles (g). 

On the 20th of December, which was the laſt Day 
of this Parliament, the Lords and Commons, by their 
Joint Petition, ſeemed to lament, that a Report was 
ſpread, that the King was offended with ſome, in both 
Houſes, for Matters done in the laſt Parliament ; and 
they defired that the King would embrace and eſteem 
them as his loyal Subjects; which Requeſt he, out of 
meer Grace, granted. Then the Speaker, again, re- 
commended to the King the Perſons of the Queen, 
the Prince, and the reſt of the King's Sons, praying the 
Advancement of their Eſtates ; for which his Majeſty 
returned them his hearty Thanks. And, after the 
more private Petitions of the Commons were anſwer- 
ed, the Chancellor, by the King's Command, gave 
Thanks to the Three Eſtates of the Realm, and diſ- 
ſolved this Parliament. 

But we muſt not omit to mention that a Statute was 
paſſed in this Parliament againſt Riots and other Public 
Aſſemblies, whereby it was enacted, That all Juſtices 
© of Peace ſhould have a very ſtrict Eye upon the 
Subject to prevent all riotous Meetings, and Sheriffs 
* to be as watchful to ſuppreſs them ; which, if they 
© negleted, they ſhould each of them forfeit 100 J. 
for every ſuch Offence ().“ By which, adds the Hi- 
ſtorian before quoted, it ſeems that King Richard's 
Ghoſt haunted this King to his dying Day ; that the 


People were never thoroughly fatisfied, but diſturbed 


his Peace, on every occaſion, by Riots and Tumiis (i). 
However, we find in the Public As a general Pardon, 
or Act of Grace, not mentioned by the Abridger of 
the Records, which muſt have paſſed in this Seſſion of 
Parliament, tho' it is dated December 22, or two Days 
after the Diſſolution of it, The King's Writ or Pro- 
elamation of the Act, was ſent to all the Sheriffs in 

England; 


15 Corrox': Abridgement, p · 480. 
(#) Stat at Large, Ann. 13. Hen, IV. Cap. VII. 
(i) Daniel in Kennet, p. 301. | 
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England; and there are but two Exceptions, viz, King Henry IV, 
Owen Glendour and Thomas de Trumpyngton, with their 
Adherents, included (I). This ſeems to be a very ſea- 

ſonable Act of Grace, both for the King and his Sub- 

jects; ſince, as he ſhewed Mercy to them, he had the 

better Title to expect it himſelf, from the King of 

Kings, before whom he was ſhortly to appear. For, 

very ſoon after, Henry was ſeized with a Diſtemper, he Death of 
which, in three Months Time, brought him to his End; Henry Iv. 
dying March the zoth, 1433, in the 46th Year of his 

Age, and the 14th of his Reign (m). 

An Abſtract from the Speech that Shateſprar makes 

this King Henry give to his Son the Prince of Wales, on 

his Death-Bed, by way of Advice to him, may not 
improperly conclude this Reign. 


KING. me hither, Harry, fit thou on my Bed, 
And hear, I think, the very lateſt Counſel, 

That ever I ſhall breathe. Heav'n knows, my Son, 

By what Bye- Paths and indirect crook'd Ways 

I met this Crown; and I myſelf know well 
| How troubleſome it ſat upon my Head. 
| — It ſeemed in mne, 
| But as an Honaur ſnatched with Baiſt'rous Hand, 
| And I had many living to upbraid 
| A Gain of it by their Aſſiſtance ; 
| | Which daily grew to Qlarrel and to Bliadſbed.— 
| — — — Der ore, my Har rYs 

Be it thy Courſe to buſy giddy Minds 
With Foreign Quarrelt; that Attion, hence 
] | born out, 7 
| May waſte the Memory of former Days. 
| More would I fay, but my Lungs are waſted a, 
3 That Strength of Speech is utterly deny) d me. 
pF 4 Hyw I came by the Crawn, O God, forgive ! 
; 


And grant it may with Thee in true Peace live. 


| * TAXES 

(D Fed. Azg. Tom. VIII. P. 711. 

(m) Moſt of our old Chronicles will have it, that Henry died before 
the haſt Parliament was diſſolved. But few of them agree in the Diſ- 
temper that cauſed its ſome ſay, that he died of an Apoplexy, and 
Polydore Vergil will have it, that it was an incurable Diſeaſe, inflicted 
for his Uſyrpation, and ſays, Subiro Morbo tentatus, nulla Medicine 
ſublevari potuit. Lib. XXI. p. 438. 
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N-his firſt Year there was granted to him 505. on 

every Sack of Wool from Denizens ; and four 

ounds from Aliens for three Years : Alſo a Tenth and 
a Fifteenth, 

In his ſecond Year, a Subſidy was granted of one 
Tenth, and one Fifteenth ; Two dhillings on every Ton 
of Wine, and Eight-Pence in the Pound on Mer- 
Chandize. 

In his fourth Year there was granted to the King, 

the uſual Subſidy on Wools, Wool-Fels and Skins, for 
three Years; alſo Three Shillings on every Tun of 
Wine, and T welve-pence in the Pound on Merchm- 
dize, beſides a Tenth and a Fifteenth. | 

In his fifth Year there was a Tax of Twenty Shil- 
lings on every Knight's Fee, and T wenty-pence of 
every one that had Twenty Pounds Lands a Year, and 
One Shilling in the Pound for Money or Goods, and 
ſo upwards according to that Rate. But the Record of 
this Subſidy was burnt by Order of the Parliament that 
granted it. 

In his fixth Year he had two Tenths and two Fif- | 
teenths, alſo, the Subſidy on Wools, Wool-Fells, and | 
Skins; that is, of every Denizen, for each Sack of | 
Wool 435. '4 4. for every 240 Wool-Fels the like Sum, | 
and for every Laſt of Skins Five Pounds : Of Aliens 
105. more, to ſubſiſt for two Years ; Three Shillings 
on every Tun of Wine, imported or exported, and 
Twelve-pence in the Pound on Merchandize. *: & 

In his ſeventh Year, there was granted a Subſidy of 
one Tenth and one Fifteenth, beſides the uſual Grant 
upon Wools. | 

In his ninth Year, he had one Tenth and a Half, with 
— ſame Subſidy as in the laſt Parliament, for two 

eats. | 
| = his eleventh Year, the ſame Tax was granted ; 

"a SE | | | 

In his thirteenth Year, it was again repeated, with 
the Addition of 6s. and 84. upon every Owner of 
Lands of 20 l. a Year clear Eſtate. | 


Towards 


1 
f 
$ 


Of ENGLAND. 125 
Towards forming ſome Notion of the Value of theſe King Henry Iv. 


Taxes, take the following Account of 
The Price of PRovIs10Ns in this Reign. 


In 1401, Wheat very dear, at 16 s. the Quarter (#)- 

In 1407,'a Cow was ſold for 75, and her Calf for 
1s, 8 d. Five Buſhels and a half of Salt for 3s. 444. 
Two Buſhels of Wheat for 104, A Threſher for a 
Day's Labour 2 d. An Ox fold for 135. 4d. A 
new Plough 104, For eleven Buſhels of ſowing 


Wheat 55. 10 1d. For eighteen Buſhels of ſowi 


Oats 45. 64. - For a Dung-Cart and all Materi 
15, 2d, For a Pair of Cart-Wheels 35. 2 d. (o) 


(n) Fanran's Chronicle, ; 
(e KennaTT's Parochial Antiquities, FizzTwoop's Chronicon 


2 retioſum, 


HENRY 
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King Henry V. 3 | 
HE NRY the Fifth began his Reign March 20, 
Anno 141;, the Day of his Father's Death, and 
was proclaimed on the next, with the uſual Ceremonies. 
Our older Chronicles, and their Copiers, impute ſeveral 
Wildnefles and light Behaviour to the Minority of this 
Prince, very unbecoming his high Birth and Station. 
But the Reader may obſerve, in the Courſe of theſe 
Enquiries, throughout his Father's Reign, that ſeveral 
high Compliments were made this Prince of Wales, on 
His Valour and Prudence, by Parliament ; very incon- 
fiſtent with ſuch a Character (p). We are told by a co- 
temporary Hiftorian, and an ancient Manuſcript Chro- 
nicle of this King's Life, that the late King, his Father, 

had ſummoned a Parliament to meet at Veſtminſter, 
on March the 24th this Year, which was four Days 
after he died (9). That being met, accordingly, 
they gave an extraordinary Teſtimony of their entire 
Confidence in the new King, by an Addreſs to him 
from both Houſes, wherein they offered to ſwear Alle- 
giance to him before he was crowned, or had taken 
the cuſtomary Oath to govern according to the Laws, 
The King gave them Thanks for their good Affections 
to him, and exhorted them to employ all their Power 
for the Good of the Nation, in their ſeveral Places and 
His Speech to Stations. He told them, © That he began his Reign 
the Parliament by pardoning all that had offended him ; and, with a 
on che Acceſſion © fincere Deſign for his People's Happineſs, faid, that 
* % © he would be crowned on no other Condition, than 
© to make uſe of all his Authority to promote it. And, 
© prayed to God, that if he foreſaw he was like to 
prove any other than a juſt and good King, he 
* would pleaſe to take him immediately out of the 
* World, rather than ſeat him on the Throne, to be a 

* public Calamity to' his People.” 

The generous Offer made by both Houſes of Parlia- 
; ment 
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(p) Lee before, p. 108, and 112. | 
(q) Titus Livius, a M. S. wrote under that Name, of this King's 


© Reign, and dedicated to his Son and Succeſſor. Nicaotion's Hifts 


Library, P. $2. SF 
Walſingbam wfites that this Parliament met on the Day after Candle- 

mas-Day, but that the King did not live to ſce the End of ity dying on 

A. arch 20, as afurclaid, P. 38a. 
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ment to this K ing, at his Acceſſion, and ſuch, as an old king Henry v. 


Hiſtorian (7), ſays, was never made before to any Eng- 
liſh Prince, is another convincing Teſtimony of the 
great Confidence they placed in his Adminiſtration and 
Juſtice. And his ſubſequent Conduct evidently ſhewed 
that they were not mittaken in him. But, whatever 
our old Chronicles ſay of the calling this Parliament, 
we meet with no Authority for it on Record-(s ). 
There is an inconſiſtent Account in Catton's Abridge- 
ment, of a Parliament called at Leiceſter, January 29, 
the firſt of this King, and prorogued to the ſame Place 
the laſt Day of April follow ing; but the Dates of the 
Writs do by no means agree with the Date of the laſt 
King's Death. This Matter, however, is ſet right by 
another Inſpector of Records (t), who has given us the 
Form of a Writ directed to Thomas Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, dated March 22, for calling of a Parliament, 
The Reaſons given in the ſaid Writ of Summons were 
theſe, * That the King by the Advice of his Council, 
© had determined to hold a Parliament three Weeks after 
© Eafter next following, in order to conſult and treat 
© with the Biſhops and other Prelates, the Lords and 
Commons, concerning the State and Safety of the 
Nation. The Archbiſhop was therefore commanded, 
© as he had any Regard to the King's Honour, or the 
© Safety and Defence of the Kingdom, to be preſent 
© at the Seſſions, and to give Notice, to the Prior and 
© Chapter of the Church of Canterbury, to the Arch- 
© deacons and all the Clergy of that Dioceſe, that the 
© Prior and Archdeacons ſhould come in their own 
© Perſons to Parliament, and that the Chapter ſhould 
« ſend thither one fit Proctor, and the Clergy two 


. © diftintly appointed, with Power to conſent to what 


© ſhould be enacted by the General Council of the 
© Nation.” The like Writs were directed to other 
Biſhops, Abbots, and Priors, to William Gaſeagn Lord 
Chief Juſtice, to Edward de Courtenay Earl of Devon- 
ſhire, and others of the Nobility. A 
n 


r) J. Stowe's Chron, P. 343. | þ | 
(s) The Reader will find in the Account we give of the next Parlia- 
ment, that the Members of the Houſe of Commons petitioned the King 
that Coſts might be allowed them for attending the Parliament, Arnre 
14 Henry IV. tho* no Buſineſs was done at it, 


(t) DuD L' Supingnz te Parliament, p. 388. 
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v. On the appointed Day, being May 15, that Vear, 
| * the Parliament met at F/efminſter ; when the King, 
1 Anno Regni z. ſitting on his Throne, and the other Eſtates of the 
14 At Wes ninfter. Realm attending, the Biſhop of Vincheſier, the King's 

1 Uncle, and Lord Chancellor, made a Speech to them, 

wherein he firſt declared, That this Parliament was 

© called in order that the Church, with all Corporations, 

© and Perſons, ſhould enjoy their accuſtom'd Liberties, 

and alſo for a genera] Conſultation. f 

The Latin Sentence he choſe for his Theme was, 

Ante omne Actum Confilium flabilire ; he told them, 

© That the King defired to conſult with them on ſeve- 

© ral Accounts, for the competent Support of his Roy- 

al Dignity ; the due Execution of good Laws and 
Government of the Nation; the encouraging his 

Allies and ſubduing his Enemies. And, that they 

might more effectually go about theſe weighty Mat- 

© ters, he urged the Commons to chuſe their Speaker, 

William Stour. and preſent him the next Day to the King.“ Then 
ton, Eſq; choſen the Receivers and Tryers of Petitions were appointed, 
Speaker. and, the Eg, whe the Commons preſented Milliam 


Stourten, Eſq; who was allowed. 
May 22. The Commons came before the King and 
Lords, when their Epeaker declar'd to his Majeſty, that 
in the Time of his Father, many fair Promiſes were 
made for the Obſeryation of the Laws, but nothing | 
dane in them ; whereupon he prayed the King to pro- 
vide for the due Execution of them. And, particular- 
ly, mentioned a late Riot againſt the Abbot of Ciren- 
ceſler, which he deſir d might be puniſh'd. The Speak- | 
er was commanded to exhibit the fame in Writing, 
that the King might the better conſider of it. > 
May 25. John Deorewcod, Eſq; and others of the 
Commons, deliver'd to his Majeſty a Scheme, tor pro- 
viding for the Defence of Ireland, the Marſhes of Wales 
and of Scotlaxd, of Calais, the Dutchy of Guyenne, for 
ſaſe guarding the Seas, for furniſhing out a Fleet, and 
for raiſing ſ.fhcient Forces to repel any Invaſion. 
On the 3d of June the Commons again attended the 
1 — King in the Houſe of Lords, and their Speaker, being 
Ely is choſen fender'd by Sickneſs, unable to ſerve, they preſented 
in his Place, the ſaid Joby Dorewood, who had the King's Appro- 
baticn. E 
* 
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And whereas Annuities were to be paid to ſeveral x; . 
Perſons by Letters Patent, it was enacted, That the — 
King for the Support of his Charges, ſhould Yearly 
© receive ten thouſand Pounds, and the Remainder 
© ſhould be paid according to the Rate.” And whereas 
Henry V. had by his Laſt Will given all his Goods 
and Chattels to diſcharge his Debts, and for the Pay- 
ment of certain Legacies, and had made Henry Arch- 


(biſhop of York, Thomas Biſhop of Durham, Fobn Pel- 


ham, Robert Waterton, and Jobn Laventherp Executors, 

and had appointed the King and Archbiſhop to be Over- 

ſeers of this his Teſtament; but the Goods falling 

ſhort, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, as Ordinary, ought 

to have the Adminiſtration of the ſaid Goods and Chat- 

tels: Therefore, that they might not be ſet to com- The King pays 
mon Sale, the King took Poſſeſſion of them, and granted his Father's 
the Sum of 25,000 Marks, the Value of theſe Goods, — 

to be paid out of the Wardrobe in three Years to the 

Executors, and diſcharg'd them of all Executions by the 

ſame Will; which ſhould be over and above the laſt 

mention'd Sum. The Commons petition'd the King, 

© That the Statute made in the Fifth Year of Henry 

* the Fourth, for the Regulation of Aliens, might be ob- 

ſerv'd. Which the King granted, ſaving his Prero- 

gative. The Commons, with the Aſſent of the Bi- A Subſidy grant- 
ſhops and Lords, granted to the King the like Subſidy ed for four Vears. 
on'Staple-W are, 2 and Poundage for four Vears, 


as they had given to his Father in the thirteenth Year 


of his Reign. ; 
In the T wenty-fifth Year of Edward the Third, an 
Act had been made for maintaining the Right of the 
Englih Kings to confer Eccleſiaſtical Preferments and 
Benefices : It was reinforc'd and confirm'd afterwards , inf pro- 
by two others, one made in the Thirteenth of Richard yiſors tromRome 
the Second, the other to the ſame Effect in the ſecond of re-iaforc's. 
Henry the Fourth, forbidding all Perſon; to accept any 
vacant Biſhopricks, or other Church Benefices, from the 
Popes of Rome, or any other than the King, under Pe- 
nalty of Baniſhment, and Forfeiture of Lands and 
Goods to the Crown. And now by this Parliament | 
in the firſt Year of Henry the Fifth, it was enacted, 0 
| * Tbat 


\ 
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© Thit all theſe Statutes made againſt Proviſors from 
* Rome, ſhould be ſtrictly obſerv'd.” 
The Houſe of Commons preſented a large Com- 
plaint of the many Oppreſſions, with which the Ordina- 
ries aggrieved the People in the proving of Wills, and 
the like; and of the Abuſes they committed by puniſh- 
ing Fornication and Adultery with pecuniary Pennance ; 
Petitions of the and petition'd the King, that theſe Grievances might 
Commons, be redreſs'd: Whoſe Anſwer was, That he would 
give Orders to the Biſhops to rectiſy 'em, and if they 
* neglected it, he would do it himſelf.” They likewiſe 
petition'd, that Coſts might be allow'd to the Knights, 
and Burgeſſes ſummon'd to Parliament in the fourteenth 
Year of Henry the Fourth, though nothing was done 
in that Seſſion. The King reply'd, That if upon 
© View of the Records any the like Precedents could 
- © be found, Allowance of their Fees ſhould be made.” 
They alſo petition'd, that the Grounds ſet out by the 
Perambulations of Edward III. might be intirely disfo- 
reſted ; to which the King anſwer'd, That ſuch as 
* had juſt Complaints againſt the Charters of the Fo- 
© reſt ſhould be heard.” And when the Commons far- 
ther aſk'd of the King a Declaration for ſurcharging of 
Sheriffs, and petition'd that they might be allow'd 
upon their Oaths in the Exchequer ; he promis'd, 
* That upon the Sheriffs coming before the Council 
and the Barons of the Exchequer, they ſhould find 
Remedy.“ To another Petition, deſiring that no 
Barge, Ship, Boat, or other Veſſel going on any River, 
be taken for-a Deodand, if a Perſon accidentally falling 
out of it be drown'd, the King reply'd, That he 
* would take Advice about it.” The like Anſwer he 
return'd to a Petition offered in favour of Merchants, 
that they might freely bring into the Nation their 
Goods of Arras, and all other Merchandize but that 
of the Staple; and paying their due Cuſtoms, might 
ſell the ſame as they pleaſed to all Men, the Gena 

Merchants excepted. 

As the Commons thus made their Petitions to the 
King, either for the redreſſing of Grievances, or for the 
Eſtabliſhment of ſuch Orders as they apprehended might 


piomote the Publick Good; ſo likewiſe many Laws 
Were 


King Henry V. 
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were enacted to render the Nation rich, flouriſhing and King Henry V. 


proſperous. It was enacted, That all Aliens ſhould 
* depart the Kingdom, and that all ſuch Merchants A- 
© liens as remain'd ſhould live in Exgliſb Families, on 
Pain of Impriſonment at the King's Will; alſo that 
all the Livings of Priors Aliens, (befides ſome which 
they excepted) ſhould be ſeized for the King's Uſe.” 
By another Act it was ordain'd, That every Juror in 
all Inquiſitions ſhould be queſtion'd upon his Oath, 
© whether he, or any other had receiv'd any thing for 
© his Uſe, as to the Proceſs of the Buſineſs, and that 
© upon Conviction by his Oath he ſhould be try'd.* 


An Act was made about the Election of Perſons to 8 eri ans 
ſerve in Parliament; by which it was appointed, pass d for the 


That none ſhould be choſen Knights of the Shire, Public 


© who were not reſident in the County on the Day 
when the Writ of Summons was dated ; nor any be 
choſen Burgeſſes, but ſuch as were Citizens or 
Townſmen and Freemen, dwelling in the Cities 
and Towns where they were elected.“ Another Act 
paſs'd to inforce the obſerving of ſome former Sta- 
tutes about the removing or ſtraiting Wears, Mills, 
Stanks, Stales and Kydels, which were a Nuiſance to 
the Rivers. Another againſt the, Forgeis of falſe Deeds, 
ordaining, That the aggriev'd Party ſhould have his 
Suit, and recover Damages, and that the Perſon con- 
« vict ſhould make Fine and Ranſom at the King's 
* Pleaſure.” By another, Proviſion was made againſt 
the Abuſes that aroſe from the Continuance of the Of- 
ficers of Sheriffs, ſuch as Under-Sheriffs, Clerks, Re- 
ceivers and Bailiffs, in their Places, from Year to Year, 
or from their interchangeable Removal out of one Of- 
fice into another: It was enacted therefore, That 
© thoſe who ſhould be Bailiffs of Sheriffs for one Year, 
* ſhould bear no ſuch Office for three Years following, 
* excepting Bailifis of Sheriffs which are inherite in 
* their Office; and that no Under-Sheriff, Sheriff's 
Clerk, Receiver or Bailiff, ſhould be Attorney in any 
of the King's Courts during their being in any ſuch 
Office. By another Act it was ordain'd, * That in 
every original Writ of Actions Perſonal, Appeals 
and Indictments, Additions ſhould be made of the 

7'S © « Eſtate 


89 7 


of the 


k Benefit 
Nation. 


King Henry V. 
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Eſtate or Degree, or Myſtery of the Perſons, and of 
© the Counties and Towns where they dwelt.” And 
whereas the Friends and Kindred of thoſe Rebels that 
were ſlain in the late Commotions in Wales, in the for- 
mer Reign, endeavour'd to revenge their Blood by 
Quarrels and Inſults. on the King's faithful Subjects, 
by Indictments or Impeachments, or Threatnings of 
Vengeance: It was therefore ordain'd by another Sta- 
tute, * That no ſuch Quart rel, Action, or Demand be 
© made, on Penalty of paying to the injur'd Perſon 
© treble Damages, and of two Years Impriſonment 


| © after the Conviction.” There were Complaints alſo 


of Neglect in executing the Law made in the 13th 
Year of Richard the Second, forbidding any Alien 


Frenchman to have or enjoy any Benefice within this 


Nation, and requiring their Departure out of the Na- 
tion by a certain Time limited: And that when any 
Benefices became vacant by the Departure. or Death of 
the Priors, Aliens or others, Engliſbmen, ſhould be put 
in. The Commons repreſented © That contrary to 
* this Act Alien Frenchmen did purchaſe the King's 
© Letters Patents to be Denizens, that they might 
enjoy the Benefices, which they did accordingly poſ- 
© ſeſs, to the great Damage of the Kingdom, by carry- 
ing away its Treaſure, and betraying the King's 
* Counſels to his Enemies.” The King confidering 


' theſe Miſchiefs, paſs'd an Act to enjoin the ſtrict Obſer- 


vance and Execution of the former; alſo for clear- 
ing the Nation of theſe Priors Aliens, thoſe that were Con- 
ventual, and thoſe” who had Inſtitution and Induction, 
only excepted, on condition that they be Catholick, 
and find Surety not to diſcloſe the Counſels and Secrets 
of the Realm. Great Diſturbances were produc'd by 
the coming over into England of conſiderable Numbers 
of 1riſhmen, and begging Prieſts, who were called 
Chamber-Deacons : Therefore, ſor the Eſtabliſhment of 
the Quiet here, and to re-people that forſaken Kingdom, 
it was ordered by Parliament, That they ſhould de- 
© part before the 1ſt of November, on Forfeiture 
s of their Goods, and Impriſonment at the King's 
* Pleaſure.” There was another Complaint exhibited, 
That whereas all the Revenues, Profits, Fiſhing 

| * Cuſtoms 
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« Cuſtoms of the Town and Marches of Calas had King Henry v. 


© been appointed by Edward III. and Richard II. to 
be levy'd by the Treaſurer of Calais to ſatisfy the 
© Charges neceſſary for its Defence, theſe Revenues 
© had been diverted from their intended Uſe in the 
© former Reign, and beſtow'd by Letters Patents on 
© ſeveral Captains, and other Perſons.” An Act was 
paſs'd to revoke all theſe Patents and Grants, and to 
appropriate the Revenues and Profits of that Town to 
their firſt Purpoſe. 

Whilſt the Parliament fat at Veſtminſter, the Con- 
vocation of the Clergy, according to the uſual Cuſtom 
of thoſe Times, was aſſembled at St Paul's; and were 
much more active in their Proceedings than the other, 


Thomas Arundel, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, being ſen- he Clergy flir 
ſible how zealous the King was for the Church, thought vp the King to 
this the fitteſt Opportunity to root out thoſe Heretical proſecute Sir 


Doctrines, which had long been a grievous Thorn in 


John Oldcaſtle ag 
a Favourer of 


the Sides of the Clergy. He hoped that the King's the Lollards. 


Youth and natural Courage, concurring with his Reli- 
gious Inclination, would more earneſtly engage him in 
a Work, by which he might merit, at once, both the Fa- 
vour of God and of his People. By the Help of twelve 
Inquifitors, which the Prelate had ſent out the Year 
before, he had collected a large Bundle of Accuſations, 
which were afterwards digeſted into no leſs than 246 
Articles, againſt the Principles and Doctrines of the 
Lollards, On the Canvaſing of theſe, in Con- 
vocation, it was, at length, decreed, © That it would 
© be impoſſible to extirpate the Doctrines of Wicklife, 
© unleſs certain Great Men, who were the profeſſed 
© Abettors and Maintainers of them, were taken off. 
That Sir John Oldcaſtle, Lord C:bham, being the 
© Chief of them, ſhould be firſt dealt withal ; and 
* that, without Delay, a Proceſs ſhould be iſſued out 
© againſt him, as a moſt notorious Heretick (a). And, 
becauſe the ſaid Lord was in great Favour with the 
King, for his Conduct and Valour, it was thought ad- 

I 3 viſeable 


(a) This Sir Jobs Cobbam had been principally concern'd in bringing 
in a Bill in the laſt Reign for reducing the exorbitant Revenues of the 
Clergy : The worſt Kind of Hereſy he could be guilty of. 
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viſeable to acquaint his Majeſty with their Deſigns, 
and the juſt Occaſion of them; that, having obtained 

his Leave, their Proceedings might be more ſucceſsful, 
and give leſs Offence (6). 

T heſe Things being ſettled in Convocation, an Ac- 
cident bappen'd, which gave the Clergy a much great- 
er Handle to work the Downfal of theſe new Refor- 
mers ; who, being openly abetted by ſome, but ſecretly 
by many more great Men, who wanted to be ſhating 
the Revenues of the Church amongſt them, were 
become exceeding dangerous to the Clergy. And, in the 
very firſt Year of this King an Inſurrection of theſe 
Reformers began in and about London, headed by Sir 
Jahn Olacafile and Others, which might have proved of 
11] Conſequence, had not the King himſelf, by his Vi- 

lance and Conduct, ſuppreſſed it. This unadviſed 
tep of the Lollards gave the young Monarch a warm 
Reſentment againſt them, and made him judge that 
— Principles were equally deſtructive to Church and 
tate. 
Anno Regni, 2. A Parliament was called to meet at Leiceſter on the 
_ 3oth of April, 1414. The Abridgment of the Records, 
; * has put the Summons to this Parliament under the firſt 
Year of this King; but the Statute-Books, and our 
older Hiſtorians and Chroricles, place it in the Second. | 
i The firſt Act that we find to be done at it, was a very 
+ ſevere Statute made againſt the Followers of W/ichliffe's f 
1 A moſt ſevere Doctrine, whereby it was (c) enacted, That whoever N 
j . read the Scriptures in Englih, which was then cal- 
| © led J/ickliffe's Learning, ſhould forfeit Land, Cattle, 
© Goods and Life, and be condemr'd as Hereticks to 
© God, Enemies to the Crown, and Traitors to the 
Kingdom; that they ſhould not have the Benefit of 
© any Sanctuary, tho” this was a Privilege then granted 
© to the moſt notorious MalefaQtors ; and that if they 
© continu'd obſtinate, or relaps'd after Pardon, they 
© ſhould firſt be hang'd for Treaſon againſt the King, 
and then burn'd for Hereſy againſt God. The Cler- 


; BY 


b) Warst xeon Au, P. 383. Danitr in KVN, P. 3 See 
alſo Furt zz Church. Eifer), and Col LIE A' Ecclefiaſticg 2 


P. 633, & ſupra. 
le Statutes at Large, An. 2, Hen. V. 


King Henry V. 
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gy having obtain'd this Act, it was ſoon put in Execu- King Henry v. 


tion ; many were taken, and ſuffer'd Death upon it, 
and others fled in great Numbers into Germany, Bohe- 
mia, France, Spain, Portugal, and into the Mountains 
of Scotland, Wales, and Ireland. 

Several Acts of publick Benefit were likewiſe paſs'd 
in this Seſſion, viz. An Act to remedy the Abuſes 
committed in diverting the Goods and Revenues of 
Hoſpitals to other Uſes than what the Founders in- 
tended. Alſo, an Act againſt the Followers of Vicl- 
life, who were called Hereticks and Lollards; in 
which it was required, That the Chancellor, Trea- 
© ſurer, Juſtices of the one Bench with the oher, Ju- 
5 ſtices of Peace, Sheriffs, Mayors, Bailiffs, and all 
© other Officers, ſhould take an Oath to employ their 
© Power to extirpate all Manner of Herefies, com- 
* monly called Lollardies, within the Places where 
© they exercis'd their Offices : And that all Perſons con- 
© vict of Hereſy, and left to the Secular Power, ſhould 
© forſeit all their Lands and Goods to the King.” 
Likewiſe an Act againſt Riots and unlawſul Aſſem- 
blies, enjoining, That ſuch Rioters as were attainted 
© of great and heinous Riots, ſhould ſuffer at leaft 
© one whole Year's Impriſonment without Bail or 
* Mainprize ; and that they who were attainted of 
_ © leſſer Riots, ſhould ſuffer Impriſonment as long as 

* the King and his Council thought fit; and that the 
* Fines on ſuch Rioters ſhould be raiſed to greater Sums 
© than they were uſually, for the Support of the Coſts 
© of the Juſtices, and other Officers.” There was ano- 
ther Act (4) paſs'd in this Parliament, by which the 
Priories Alien, who depended on ſome Capital Abbies 
in Normandy, that received the Profits of them, ſhould 
be intirely at the King's Diſpoſal : For the Houle of 
Commons confider'd, that by theſe Abbies beyond 
Sea, poſſeſſing the Lands and Revenues of theſe Alien 
Priories, great Sums of Money were carried out of the 
Nation ; and they foreſaw, that when the War was 


begun with France, all the Subjects of England who 
I 4 had 


(d) This Ad in not in the Statute Book, but is mentioned among 
the Patent-Rolls, 3 Hen, V. P. 2. M. 2. 
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King Henry v. had Lands and Eſtates in that Kingdom would be de- 
The Alien Prio- Prix d of them: They therefore made this Act to diſ- 
ries veſted in the poſſeſs theſe Foreign Monaſteries of theſe Priories Al- 
King. ien, and to veſt them in the King, who having thus 
the Power of diſpoſing of them as he pleas'd, ſoon af- 
ter by Letters Patent dated June 24, gave two of 
them, (one of Paunfeld in £ſſex, the other of Wells in 
- Norfolk, which belong'd to the Abbey of St Stephen's 
in Normandy). to Febn Wodehouſe, Eſq; and requir'd 
from him no other Acknowledgment than to preſent a 
Roſe to the King yearly on the Feaſt of John the 
Bapti/t, 
The Houſe of Commons having complain'd of the 
evil Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and undue Goverment {| 
in Shropſhire, and that by ſuch Negligencies more Mur- | 
ders and Robberies were committed there than in 
any other County of England ; the King, to remedy 
theſe Diſorders, ſent Edward Duke of York into that 
County, to ſee ſuch a Grand Jury return'd, as would 
effectually inquire into ſuch Outrages, and puniſh ſe- 
verely all that were guilty of them. 
But, notwithſtanding this Act againſt the Lollards, 
it was in this Parliament, at Leiceſier, that the Storm 
which had long heen raiſing againſt the Clergy, had 
like to have broke out to ſome Purpoſe } had not the 
Wit and Policy of Henry Chichely, then Archbiſhop of | 
Canterbury, who ſucceeded Arundel, diverted the Danger. | 
Another At- The Houſe of Commons had again put the King in 
tempt of the Mind, of what had been deſired in Parliament four 
Commons »giist Years before, about converting the Lands and Poſſeſſi- 
— Nes ons of the Clergy to the Service of the State (e). | 
: * This Bill, ſays an old ſtaunch Proteſtant Writer, 
made the fat Abbots to ſweat; the proud Priors to 
* frown ; the poor Priors to curſe ; the filly Nuns to 
s weep, and, indeed, all her Merchants to fear that 
1 Babel would down (F).“ For, at this very Time 
10 the Clergy were more apprehenſive of their Danger 
b than ever, ſince they knew not what the active and bold 
| Spirit of a young Prince, agitated by Counſels which 
had a natural Tendency to increaſe his own Greatneſs, 
might 
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might produce againſt them ; and, conſequently, they 
were in a terrible Conſternation. They once thought of 
fixing the King in their Intereſt, by the voluntary Pre- 
ſent of a large Sum of Money; but, ſome of the wiſer 
Biſhops conſidering that ſuch an Appearance of Bribery 
would be indeceat for Perſons of their Character, and 
expoſe them to the Hatred and Scorn of the People, 
this Propoſal was rejected. And as it had been conclud- 
ed, in the laſt Synod at London, that the moſt effectual 
Courſe to avert the impending Storm, was to find the 
King ſome other Buſineſs to employ the Vigour of his 
Courage, which might otherwiſe prove dangerous to 


Thoughts to War; and to ſollicite his Ambition by 


King Henry. V. 


Which is ſet a- 


1 f judged neceſſa rn his fide by prompt- 
them ; it was therefore judge ry to turn his — . 


War with 


reminding him of the Crown of France, deſcended to Prance. 


him from Edward II. one of his Royal Progenitors. 
By a Repreſentation of the juſt Right the K ing had to 
that Claim, it was hoped his enterpriſing Spirit might 
be ſtirred up to demand the Crown of Fance, as the 
undoubted Heir, and, upon Refuſal, to attempt the 
Recovery of it by Arms. And, to make theſe Coun- 
ſels more prevalent, they, alſo, agreed to make an Offer 
of a great Sum of Money to ſupply the neceſſary Expences 
of the War. Alſo, to give up all the Alien Priories in the 
Kingdom, to the Number of 110, who were poſſeſ- 
ſed of Lands that would conſiderably increaſe the Re- 
venues of the Crown. 

Theſe Reſolutions were ſoon after put in Execution ; 
for, we are told, that in this very Parliament, at Lei- 
ceſter, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury roſe up, in the 

ouſe of Lords, and addrefled the King in Words to 
this Purport (g): 

We all know, Great Sir, with what Royal Wiſ- 
© dom and Care you have eſtabliſh'd the Peace and 
© Proſperity of your People, and we all enjoy the 
© Bleſſings of your excellent Government: But while 
* your Defigns and Actions have been directed to our 
* common Good, we have not done any thing for the 
| | * Increaſe 


(g) Theſe Speeches, in Parliament, are all printed, at length, in 

EEE — 

in. 7 5 * . . I 1 Co 
Speed"s Chron. P. 626. n . 15 


The Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury's 

Speech in favour 
of the ſaid War. 
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King Henry v. Increaſe of your Empire; and among all the De- 
© bates in this Honourable Aſſembly to make Laws for 
© the Security of the Subjects Liberties and Privileges, 
© we have neglected to conſider how we may advance 
the Greatneſs of our King, and in him that of our 
© Country too. Now, fince I owe all my Fortune to 
© your Favour, Gratitude, as well as the Duty of a 
8 Cubject, obliges me to propound what I think may 
* promote the Honour of ſo gracious a Sovereign, and 
7. © enlarge his Power. You adminiſter Juſtice to your 
© People with a noble Equity, you are illuſtrious in the | 
© Arts of a peaceful Government; but the Glory ofa | 
© Great King conſiſts not ſo much in a Reign of Serenity 
and Plenty, in great Treaſures, in magnificent Palaces, 
© in populous and fair Cities, as in the Enlargement 
of his Dominions ; eſpecially when the Aſſertion of 
© his Right calls him out to War, and Juſtice, not 
© Ambition, authorizes all his Conqueſts. Your Ma- 
< jeſty ought to wear the Crown of France by a Right 
© deſcending to You from Edward III. your illuſtrious 
© Predeceſſor. That valiant King openly challenged 
© his Right by Ambaſladors, and when the French 
© endeavoured to elude it by a pretended Salick Law, 
he bravely attempted to conquer by Arms what he | 
could not obtain by a juſt Treaty. You have the | 
< ſame Title to demand that Crown, and the ſame | 
* Reaſons to make War, upon a Refuſal. I doubt 
© not but they will oppoſe their imaginary Salick Law | 
* in like Manner againſt your Claim ; but I know ve- 
ry well, that as they contradict themſelves in aſ- 
* ſigning the Original of this Law, ſo if it were granted 
© that there is ſuch a one, yet France is not concern'd 
in it. *Tis in vain to tell us, that 'twas made by 
* Pharamord the Founder of their Monarchy, as if 
he could be the Founder of a Law which had no 
Name nor Being till above four hundred Years af- 
© ter his Death: For then it was that Charles the 
Great returning from the Conqueſt of Saxony, Part 
© of his Army paſs'd the Sala, and ſeated themſelves 
© between that River and the El, and from the Name 
© of the former were called Saligue Gauls, This new 


Colony detelting the vicious Manners of the German 
Women, 
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Women, made a Law, that none of that Sex ſhould king Henry v. 


inherit Lands within the Bounds of their little Go- 
vernment. But what is all this to France? How 
will the French perſuade us, that by virtue of this 
Law the Crown of that Kingdom muſt not deſcend 
to any Daughter of their Kings, if they do not firſt 
prove their Country to be fituated between thoſe two 
German Rivers ? But tho' all were true, which they 
report of this boaſted Law, yet why ſhould they ufe 
it as an Argument againſt - the Right of our Kings, 
when they never made it any Bar in the Succeſſion of 
their own? Pepin, who by depoſing Childeric III. 
mounted the Throne, was acknowledg'd the next 
Heir as deſcended from the Princeſs Blithilda, Daugh- 
ter of Clathair the firſt ; and Hugh Capet, who u- 
ſurp'd the Crown from Charles Duke of Lorain the 
next Male Heir, to give himſelf the Colour of a 
Title, aſſerted that he ſprung from the Princeſs Lin- 
garda, the Daughter of Char/emaign. Thus Lewis 
the Ninth too, whom they honour as a Saint, neg- 
lecting the precarious Title of Hugh Capet his Grand- 
father, could ſufficiently ſatisfy his Conſcience and the 
Nation by deriving his Right from Queen 1/abel/a 
his Grandmother, as deſcended from the Princeſs Er- 
mingarde, Daughter and Heir of Charles Duke of Lo- 
rain, whom Hugh Capet had depriv'd of his King- 
dom and Life. But were it certain that this Salick 
Law had from the Beginnings of the Monarchy been 
eſtabliſh'd and inviolably obſerv'd in France, yet what 
Obligation can a Law have, which is contrary to the 
Commands of God, and the Cuſtoms of all other 
Nations, and fo offends againſt all the Rules of Juſ- 
tice and Reaſon? God declares, that if a Man died 
without Sons, the Inheritance ſhould deſcend to the 
Daughter : And there never was a Law among any 
People in the World, which excluded the Daughters 
from the Rights of Children. The French alone vio- 
late the Statutes of Heaven, and ſlight all the Laws 
that are in force on Earth, that they may devolve 
the Right of their Crown on whom they pleaſe. 
But it is your undoubted Right, my Sovereign, and 
all the Powers of France will be too weak to oppoſe 

* your 
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King Henry v. your Poſſeſſion, if you do but reſolve to vindicate it. 
© Confider therefore the juſt Title which you have to 
© this Crown, devoly'd on you by Queen Jabella, your 
* Great Grand-mother, Siſter and Heir to three ſuc- 
© ceſſive Kings of France, who died without Children, 
© and take up noble Arms to aſſert ſo juſt a Cauſe! 
Advance your Standard into France, and with aſſur'd 
Hopes of Victory march to conquer thoſe Domi- 
© nions which are your own by Inheritance ! There is 
© no true Engh/man but is ready to devote his Life 
© and Fortune to ſo glorious a Service of his King. 
And in full Perſuaſion of the Juſtice of the War, we 
© the Clergy have given ſuch a Sum of Money to 
maintain it, as was never granted to any of your 
© Predeceſſors, and will join all our Prayers for the 
© Succeſs of your Arms.” | 

When the Archbiſhop had ended his Speech (4), and 
the King ſeem'd mov'd with it, Nevil Earl of W:/t- 
moreland, who was High-Warden of the Marches to- 

ward Scotland, apprehending that the Country com- 
mitted to his Government would be expos'd to the In- 
curſions of that Nation, if the King ſhould draw his 
Forces out of England for this Expedition, thus ſpoke 
to diſſuade the War. 

Which is op- Tho, ſaid he, I freely acknowledge myſelf of the 

_— 3 fame Mind with my Lord the Archbiſhop, as to the 
Glory that will be gain'd in conquering France, and 

the Advantages that may ariſe from the Acquiſition of 

© ſuch a flouriſhing Kingdom; yet I cannot but ad- 

viſe, that our Arms ſhould be firſt turn'd on Scotland, 
that by ſubduing that People to the Englih Dominion, 
the whole Iſland may be brought under one Govern- 
ment. When all our Strength and Forces ſhall be 
united, when there ſhall be no Enemies to diſturb 
us within the Bounds of this our little World, ſeparat- 
ed from the other by the Ocean, then will be the 
proper Time to conſider of foreign Conqueſts, and 
how we may extend the Engl/b Empire abroad, 
which, while we are unſecur'd at home, we cannot 
attempt with any reaſonzble Hopes of Succeſs. It 

* has therefore been the conſtant Practice of wiſe Go- 

vernments, 


RK K „ „ „ „„ „ „„ «„ „ 


(% Holligſhevd, 56. Biondi, 


Of ENGLAND. 141 


© yernments, Who have proſper'd in enlarging their King Henry v. 


* Dominions, firſt to ſubdue thoſe People which bor- 
© gder'd on them, before they advanc'd their Arms againſt 
© the more remote. By this Method were the Mirian, 

© Perfian and Grecian Monarchies raiſed to ſuch Height 
* of Power, that a great Part of the World was forced 

* to bow to them. Thus the Romans eſtabliſh'd a 

larger Empire than any of the former; but they 

* would have fail'd in the Attempt, if they had in- 

© yaded more diſtant Nations, before they had ſubdu'd 

© their Neighbours: But when by conquering the 
* Samnites, the Volſci, the Fidenates, and other People 

* around them, they had made themſelves intire Ma- 

* ſters of all Italy, they ſoon carried their victorious 
Arms thro' moſt Parts of the Earth. But what need 

© I argue from Examples? It is reaſon ſufficient againſt 
© a War with France, that whenever to invade that 
« Kingdom we ſhall draw the Strength out of our 

© own, the Scots our ancient and inveterate Neigh- 

* bours will bring Fire and Sword into the Bowels of 
© our unguarded Country. And to put this paſt Que- 

< ſtion, I will only remind you of the old League be- 

© tween that Nation and France, by which, if either 

* of them are invaded, they are bound mutually to 

© aſſiſt one another. We have found them ſo punc- 

© tual to their Agreement hitherto, that whenever we 
© have tranſported our Armies into France, the Scots 

© have cnter'd our Country with dreadful Devaſtations. 

© If then we muſt have a War with either of theſe 

People, let it be with Scotland, where all Things 

© promiſe to us an eaſier Victory, their King being an 

© honourable Priſoner in our Court, and the unſeaſon- 

© able Severity of the Duke of Albany, who governs in 

his Abſence, having thrown that Nation into diſmal 
Convulſions. But to invade France, what a vaſt 
Army is neceſſary ; what immenſe Sums of Money 

© to raiſe and pay the Soldiers, and what a prodigious 

© Fleet to tranſport them? 


The Earl having ended the Duke of Exeter (i), gut being ſup- 


the King's Uncle, who having been deſign'd by his Fa- ported by the 


(i) Hollin „Biondi, &c. call him fo ; but he was then on! 
Eail of Dorſet, tho' created Duke after ard. | 


King Henry V. 
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ther for the Church, had received a learned Education 
in the Univerſities of Italy, thus ſpoke in Anſwer. 


We ande ,. . . . acc oc 


If 1 did not know, that the moſt effectual Courſe 
to deſtroy any Miſchief, is to cut off the Root 
which feeds it; and if Experience had not taught all 
of us that France is the Spring which has nouriſh'd 
a perpetual growing Enmity in the Hearts of the 
Scots againſt us, I ſhould adviſe that the French might 
be the laſt with whom we make War. But ſince 
they have always been induſtrious to render Scotland 
an irreconcileable Enemy, and to foment in the Minds 
of that Nation a fierce Hatred and Deſire of Revenge; 
fince they have on all occaſions ſtirr'd em up to 
invade us, and by their Aſſiſtancè have enabled them 
todo ſo; it is Certainly the beſt Counſel, that by 
a vigorous War upon France we ſhould ſtrike at the 
Head of all theſe Miſchiefs : For if that Kingdom be 
conquer'd, either the Scots will no more be our Ene- 
mies, their Hatred being no longer kept alive and 
cheriſh'd by the old Fomenters of it; or if they 
refuſe to incorporate into one People with us, yet 
deſtitute of Succour from that Nation, they muſt 


without any laſting War ſubmit to our Power, How 


will they be in a condit on to fight us, when they 
ſhall want Arms to put into their Soldiers Hands, or 
Officers to lead 'em, all Supplies from France being 
cut off? And whither ſhall they have recourſe for 
Aid, when that People is ſubdu'd by us ? Not to 
Denmark, whoſe King is Brother-in-Law to ours; 
not to Portugal and Caſtile, for the Kings of both 
thoſe Nations are allied to our Sovereign ; not to 
Italy at ſo great a diſtance ; not to Germany or Hun- 
gary, which are in League with us. Let us then 
begin the War with France, ſince we ſhall conquer 
two Nations with one Victory; and ſince a rich, 
fruitful and pleaſant Country will be the Reward of 
the Conqueror. What tho” the Scots may invade 
us, when our King with his Army is abſent ? Their 
Incur ſions ſurely will not be ſo dangerous, but that the 
Earl of We\tmoreland, who is Warden of the Marches, 
with a few ſelect Troops, will be able not only to 
make Head againſt them, but to give them a Re- 
pulſe,” The 


ov 
4 
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The Duke's Arguments prevaiPd with the King and King Henry v. 
his Brothers, who being all young and ardent of Glory, 
were impatient to ſignalize their Courage againſt the 
old Enemies of their Country : And the ſame gallant 
Spirit diffuſing itſelf thro' the Minds of the other 
Nobles, they all declar'd for a War with France; wir is declared 
which being thus reſolv'd on, the Parliament was pro- accordingly. 
rogued to WWeſtminſier. 
In this Parliament the King created his Brothers 
John, Duke of Bedford; and Humphry, Duke of G/o- 
ceſter; and Richard, Brother to the Duke of Norkt, was 
alſo made Earl of Cambridge (1). 
We have no Account of the Proceedings in this for- 
mer Seſſion of Parl@nenr, at Leiceſier; nor of the Pro- 
rogation of it, as above, in Cotton's Records; but a new 
Parliament, which he ſays, was called to meet at Ve- 
minſter, this Year, falls in exactly with the Hiftories, 
and goes on regularly with them for the future; the 
Writs bearing Date Sep/ember 26, to be holden on the 
Ottaves of St. Martin ow gy i : 
It having been our Cuſtom hitherto, to exhibit a 
Lift of 1 Lords, once or twice in a King's ng 1 
Reign, we ſhall therefore give the Names of the Peers At Weſtminſter, 


ſummoned to this Parliament (n). 


7 HO MA, _ Duke of Richard Beauchamp, Earl of 


Clarence, and Earl of MWarwic#. 


Alemarle. Richard de Vere, Earl of 
John, Duke of Bedſerd, and Oxford. 
Earl of Kendale. Thomas, Earl of Salisbury. 


Humphrey, Duke of Glo- John, Earl- Marſhal. 
ceſler, and Earl of Pem- Thomas, Earl of Der/ſet. 
broke, Michael de la Pole, Earl of 


Edward, Duke of York. Suffolk. 
Richard, Earl of Cambridge. Ralph Nevile, Earl of Vęſi- 
Edward Cour tuey, Earl of moreland, 

Devon ſbire. Eadtuard, Lord Charlton of 
Thomas, Earl of Arundel. Potuis. 


Edmond, Earl of March. William, Lord Clinton. 
Thomas, 


ö (1) Hatt 's Chronicle, Fol. xxxvi. J. Stowe, P. 345. 
(m) CorTon's Abridgement, P. 538. DuGDALE's Summons te Par- 


liament, P. 394. 


King Henry V. 


144 The Parliamentary HisTORY 


Thomas, Lord de la War. Richard, Lord Grey, of Co- 
Henry, Lord Scrape of Ma-  donore. 

ſham. Reginald, Lord Grey, of 
Henry, Lord Fitzhugh. Ruthyn. . 
William, Lord Ferrers, of Peter, Lord Maulty. 


Groby. William, Lord Zouch, of 
Thomas, Lord Morley. Harringworth. 
Hugh, Lord Burnel. Thomas, Lord Camois. 
Thomas, Lord Berkley, of William, Lord Botreaux. 

Ber hey. bm, Lord Latimer. 

obn, Lord Welles. chard, Lord Strange. 


Ih, Lord Cromwel. Robert, Lord Poynings. 


Ralph, Lord Greyſlock. CGilber rd Talbot. 
* Thomas, Lord Dacre, of Jabn, Bord Clifford. 
Gil/land. obn, Lord Talbot, of Fur- 


Robert, Lord Harrington, nival. 


Robert, Lord Willughby. | 
John, Lord Lovel, of Tich- No Lord-Warden of the 
merſh. Cingue- Ports in this Lift. 


On Nevember the 19th, the Parliament met, and the 
King being ſeated on his Throne, in the Painted Cham- 
ber of h's Palace at Veſiminſter; by his Command, 
the Biſhop of Vincheſter his Uncle, and Chancellor of 
England, opened the Seſſion by a Speech; wherein he 
declared, * That his Majeſty would, that the Church, 
* with all Corporations and Perſons ſhould enjoy their 
former Liberties. That the King not only endeavour- 
© ed to govern the Realm wiſely, but he was alſo 
* ſtrengthning himſelf to recover his due Inheritance, 
* which, tho” belonging to, yet had been a long Time 
© withheld from his Crown; which Claim he was re- 
* ſolved to proſecute even unto Death. And for the 
© attempting ſuch a mighty Exploit, great Proviſion 
« was required.“ 2 

Then taking for his Subject, Dun Tempus habemus 
eperamur bonum; he interred from thence, © That to 
every natural Diſpolition two Kinds of Times, or 
* Seaſons, were limited; for Inſtance, as to Trees, one 
* Time of growing, and another Time of bloſſoming 
and bearing Fruit; to Man, one Time for Labour, 
and another for Reſt ; to Princes, the Heads of Men, 

2 
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* a Time for Peace, and another for War, That the King Henry 


King finding his People in great Eaſe and Peace, had 
© therefore the better opportunity to attack the Ene- 
my; to which he applied, Dum Tempus. That to 
* ſuch an high and noble Enterprize, ſome Things 
© were abſolutely neceſſary, as good Advice, Obedience 
of his Subjects, and a chearful Relief from them. 
© That they ought to grant a larger Subſidy, confider- 
* ing that their Prince and only Patron, would go 
in Perſon againſt the Enemy, and freely expoſe his 
© Life to all the Dangers of the War ; and concluded 
with deſiring the Commons to chooſe a Speaker, and 


V. 


* preſent him the next Day to the King.“ According- Thomas Chau- 


ly, they elected Thinas Chaucer Eſq; and preſented him 2 elected 


in the uſual Form. 
The Commons then proceeded to conſider of the 
Supplies, and by the Aſſent of the Biſhops and Lords 


granted to the King two whole Tenths, and two whole A Supply voted, 


Fifteenths, to be levied on the Laity. 

It was enacted likewiſe, * That the King by his 
© Council, ſhould have Power to make Ordinances con- 
' © cerning the Coin, which ſhould continue till the 
© next Parliament ; 

Henry Percy, Grandſon of the late Earl of Nerthum- 
berland, and Son to Henry Hotſpur, flain at the Battle 
of Shrewſbury, being now of Age, and a Prifoner in 
Scotland, preſented his Declaration to the Parliament; 


in which he ſhew'd that the King had reſtor'd him to Henry Percy re- 


the Honour which his Father had forfeited by his Re- ſtored to his Ti- 
bellion, and had made him Earl of Northumberland: te and Ekkate. 


He therefore requir'd a general Reſtitution to it in 
Blood, and that he might be reſtor'd to all the Heredi-' 
taments which were intail'd, with free _ in all of 
them, reſerving to the King the Lands of Fee-ſimple. 
The King granted all to him, on condition that before 
his Entry into any of the ſaid Lands, he ſhould, by Mat- 
ter of Record in Chancery, prove the Lands intall'd : 
And his Majeſty appointed Sir Robert Umfrevile to treat 
with the Scots about Perq's Delivery, who, by the 
Earl of Northumberland his Grandfather, had been left 


with them as an Hoſtage. He confirmed alſo to John 


Duke of Bedford, and to his Heirs Male, the Caſtle, 
75 K Earldom, 


1 
: 
N 
1 


146 The Parliamentary HisTOR TY 


King Henry v. Eftldom, Honour, and Seigniory of Richmond, which 
Ralph Eail of Weſtmoreland held during his Life. 
As for the Re- In this Parliament it was enacted, That ſuch Per- 
gulation of Ju- © ſons only ſhould be made Juſtices of Peace, by the 
llioes of Peace 3 Advice of the Chancellor, and of the King's Coun- 
« cil, who dwelt in the County in which they were to 
«© exerciſe their Office. 
- That whereas, contrary to the Statute made in the 
Thirty-fixth Year of Edward III. forbidding any Pariſh 
Prieſt, or Yearly Prieſt, to take more than five or ſix 
Marks for their Annual Stipend, the Prieſts reſus'd to 
ſerve under Ten Pound, Twelve Marks, or Ten Marks 


The Clergy; at the leaſt: It was ordain'd, That no Yearly 


Chaplain ſhould take above ſeven, nor any Pariſh 
© Prieſt, retain'd to be a Curate, more than eight, but 
© by Licence of the Ordinary, ſo as the whole Sum 
© exceeded not nine Marks.” 

In confideration of the Abuſes that aroſe from ſuch 

| Perſons ferving on the Inqueſt and Jury, as (having no- 
thing to live upon, nor to ioſe when convicted of Per- 
jury) gave falſe Verdicts 1 to their Conſciences, 
an Act was made, That no Perſon who had not in 
* Land or Tenements forty Shillings yearly, ſhould 
And Juries, be admitted on an Inqueſt upon Trial of Life and 
© Death, nor on any other Inqueſt in Pleas Real or 
© Perſonal, of which the Debt and Damages declar'd 
* amounted to forty Marks, but upon the Parties con- 
© cern'd challenging him ſhould be rejected. 

By Authority of this Parliament, Richard, who was 
Son and Heir to the Earl of Cambridge, beheaded at 
Southampton for High-Treaſon the Year before, was 
reſtored to Blood, and created Duke of York, This 
Prince was the ſole Heir to the Houſe df that Name, 
and ſome time after married Crcily Daughter to the 
Earl of J/eftmorelard, by whom he had Henry, who 
died young; Edward, afterwards King; Edmund, Earl 
of Rutland 3 Ame, Dutcheſs of Exeter ; Elizabeth, 
Dutcheſs of Sue; George, Duke of Clarence; Ri- 
chard, Duke of Glaceſſer, aſterwards King; and Mar- 
Caret, Duicheſs of Burgundy (6). 2 

he 


— (5) Finian's Chron, Fol. CLXXIIII. 
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The King had been ſufficiently moved with the King Henry v. 


Reaſons given in the Parliament at Zeice/ter for making 
his Claim to the Crown of France, and his great Cou- 
rage and Spirit now ſpurred him on to attempt the 
Conqueſt of that Kingdom, if his Demands were not 
accepted. » The Subſidies granted, by the Clergy and 
Laity, to enable the King to begin this great Enter- 
prize, amounted, in the whole, to a very large Sum; 
and, if we may believe an old Hiſtorian, to no leſs than 
three hundred thouſand Marks Sterling. By which 
means great Levies of Men were made, ſucceſsfully, in 
all Parts of the Kingdom. 

But, to gain a more ſpecious Pretence for War, it 
was neceſlary firſt to offer Peace; tho' upon ſuch Terms 
as Henry knew well enough would not be accepted. 
There had been ſome time before a Treaty of Marriage 
ſet on foot between this young Monarch and the 
Princeſs of Frauce, who is ſaid to have been a Paragon 
of Beauty; but now Henry much enlarged his Demands 
with the Princeſs; and by his Embaſſadors to the 
Court of France, inſiſted on a Reſtitution of all thoſe 
Provinces, which his Predeceſſors had ever enjoyed in 
that Kingdom. How deſirous ſoever the French Court 
was of an Alliance with Eng/and, and marrying their 
Princeſs to a young and potent K ing, yet the reſtoring 
theſe Provinces, was a very diſagreeable Article, and 
could never be reconciled to their Politicks. 


Accordingly, all "Treaties of Peace were broke off The French War 
upon it, and the King of England made mighty Prepa proſecuted with 
rations, both by Sea and Land, to invade France, and Neat Vigour. 


aſſert his Right to that Kingdom by the Ratio ultima 
Regum. | 

To the particular Writer of this King's Life (e), and 
to the more general Hiſtorians, we mult reter for a De- 
ſcription of the glorious Exploits performed by this mag- 
nanimous Hero in France; of which, the ever-memo- 
rable Battle of Agincourt has employed their Heads and 
Pens to tome purpoſe. After Henry's Return to Eng- 
land, and his triumphant Entry into his capital City 


of London, he preſently called a Parliament; the Writs 
K 2 for 


(c) The Hiſtory of the Reign of Henry v. King of England, by 
Mr, Goodwin, Fel. Lond. 1704. 


J 


King Henry V. 


Anno Regni 3. 
14175. 
At Weſtminſter. 
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for which were dated Januaty 21ſt, and returnable the 
16th of March following. In the Abridgment of Re- 
cords we find, that John Duke of Bedford, the King's 
Brother, who had been left Regent in his Abſence, cal- 
led two Parliaments ; but there is nothing added, ex- 
cept the Names of the Peers who were ſummoned to 
them. It is remarkable, however, that there are not 
twenty Lords named in each Summons ; the reſt, we 
may well ſuppoſe, were gathering of Laurels with their 
heroic Sovereign in France. 

The Parliament met at Yeftminſter on the 16th of 
March 1415, when the King fitting in his Royal 
Throne, in the Painted Chamber of the Palace, com- 
manded the Biſhop of Mincheſter, ſtill Lord Chancellor, 
to open the Cauſe of the Summons ; who, in the Pre- 
ſence of the three Eſtates of the Realm, firſt made the 
uſual Declaration, that it was the King's royal Will 
and Pleaſure that the Church and all other Perſons and 
Corporations ſhould enjoy their Liberties, and then 
took for his Text, Vobis Viam, &c. 

In diſcourſing on which he endeavoured to demon- 
ſtrate, That a Thing well begun and continued with 


Diligence, muſt have a proſperous Event, according 


to the Saying, 
Dimidium Fatti, qui bene cæpit habet. 

© This he applied to the King's Succefles, who had 
made ſo glorious a Beginning, by invading France to 
recover his Right, and an — derived from 
* his Anceſtors; who had purſued his gallant Enter- 
prize in a continued Courſe of Victory, by the Con- 
* queſt of Harfleur, and the Defeat of the French, in 
© a general Battle at Agincourt. That it being only 
+ peculiar to divine Wiſdom to foreſee the End and 
* Event of all Things, he entirely referred that to 
God; with great Hope of Succeſs from ſo proſperous 
* a Beginning. Which, that the King might be en- 


. © abled to obtain, he had called this Parliament for 


Sir Walter Beau- 


champ choſen 
Speaker . 


© their good Counſel and Aſſiſtance.” 

The Commons, retiring to their Houſe, choſe Sir 
Walter Beauckamp, Knight, for their Speaker; who, 
being allowed, they next, with the Aſſent of the 


Fifſhops and Lords, appointed that the Tentht and Fif- 
teenths, 
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teenths, granted laſt Parliament, ſhould be paid ſooner Kivg Henry V. 


than was ordered. By the fame Authority, it was 
enacted, * That, conſidering the damnable Schiſm be- 
< tween the two Popes at Rome, all Biſhops elect, 
© and other Perſons, ſhould be confirmed by their own 
© Metropolitans, upon the King's Writ, without far- 
ther Excuſe or Delay.” 

On the'8th of April, the King prorogu'd the Parlia- 
ment to Monday in the third Week after Eafter ; when 
being again aſſembled, the Chancellor 4old them the 
Reaſon of the ſaid Adjournment, was, not only on 
occaſion of the devout Time, but that an honourable 


Peace had been offer'd by the Frenth, and that the Em- 


peror Sigiſnund was the Mediator in it; in which the 
Commons were deſir'd to give their Advice. But, 
tho” this is here mention'd in the Records, they give 
us no farther Account about it. The other Tranfac- 
tions of this Parliament are all on leſs publiek Affairs, 
no new Subſidy being either asked or granted ; which 
may be owing to the great Riches the King had acquir'd, 
either by the vaſt Plunder at Agincourt, or the Ranſom 
of Priſoners. 

The following are the moſt remarkable Petitions i 
this Parliament : 


Petition. That all Sheriffs, for the Fees of Knights Petition 
mmons 


Co 


© coming to the Parliament, might enter into all Li- 
© berties, except the Demeſnes of all Lords, and ſuch 
Tons as find Burgeſſes. 


Anſwer. * The Statute made 12th Richard II. ſhould 


© be kept. 

Pet. That all Sheriffs might be diſcharg'd in the 
© Exchequer upon their Oaths. 

Anſ. The King will be advis'd. 

Pet. That all Owners of Ships, during the Time 
of their being in the King's Service, might have three 
„ Shillings and four Pence in the Tun above the or- 
© dinary Freight. 

Anſ. The King would do according to Reaſon. 

Pet. That all Men might go to the Parts of Iceland 
© to fiſh freely, as they us d to do. 

9 4 © The King will take Advice. 
Pit. That all the Ordinaries thro' the Kingdom 
K 3 might, 


of the 


King Henry V. 


Acts paſſed, 
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* might, by an aſſign'd Day, enquire, and certify in 
to Chancery, the Foundations of Hoſpitals, with 
* alk-Circumſtances, that Redreſs might be made in 
© this Buſineſs. 

Anſ. * The Starute made at Leice/ler, ad Hen. V. 
6 ſhall be obſery'd. - 

Pet. That the King's Purveyors do take eight 
© Buſhels of Corn only to the Quarter, ſtrik'd ; and 
that they take up no Proviſion in the Market, with- 
© out the Good-will of the Party, and ready Pay. 

f Auſ. The Statutes made for that Purpoſe ſhall be 

kept. . 

Pet. That ſome Remedy might be found for the 
Relief of the poor Clergy, much waſted, becauſe the 
£ Univerſities ſwarm'd with new Learning, by reaſon 
© of the Statute of Proviſors, which caus'd the old 
5 Faith to be neglected. 5 1 

An. At the King's Motion, the Biſhops pro- 
© mis'd to provide a Remedy for this Buſineſs. 

Pet. That the Penalty of ſuffering any Priſoner 
c toeſcape, who wasguilty of counterfeiting, waſhing, 
s or clipping Money, might be a hundred Pound. 

Anſ. The Penalty ſhall be arbitrary as before. 

Pet. That all Writs of Subpæna, and Certis de 
* Caufis,, going out of the Chancery and Exchequer, 
might be controll'd, and not granted in Matters de- 
* terminable at the Common Law, on Penalty of the 
$ Plaintiffs paying forty Pounds by Way of Debt to the 
+ Defendant. , 

Anſ. The King will be advis'd. 

It was alſo enacted in this Parliament, © That where- 
© as ſeveral Bretons were come into the Kingdom, 
© either as Spies, or to carry Money and Jewels 
© out of the Nation, all of them not naturaliz'd, 
* were, by Act of Parliament, requir'd to go out of 
© the Land, before June 24 enfuing, upon capital 
© Penalty.” This was becauſe the Duke of Bretagne 
was Confederate with the King of France. 

And whereas Proviſions of Benefices from the Pope 


had been made uſe of, to exclude from the ſaid Bene- 


fices the Incumbents, who by the Gift of the Patron 


had long enjoy'd them z it was therefore ordain'd by 


another 
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another Act, That no Incumbents ſhould be moleſt- King Henry v. 


ed under Pretence of any ſuch Proviſions of the 
© Pope ; that whoever diſquieted them, ſhould incur 
© the Penalties contain'd in the Statutes of Proviſors 
© before made; and that they ſhould be proſecuted 
© by Proceſs of Præmunire facias form'd againſt them 
© and that the Perſon who ſu'd them ſhould recover 
© treble Damages. | 

Another Act paſs'd, to make Clipping, Waſhing, 
and Filing of Money, Treaſon : And whereas, (by 
reaſon that it belong'd only to the King's Juſtices be- 
fore himſelf, or by Can Commiſſion aſhgn'd, to 
judge and puniſh this Crime) it was ſo boldly and ge- 
nerally practis'd, that the Deſtruction of- all the Coin 
was unavoidable, if haſty Execution and Remedy 
were not provided; it was therefore enacted in another 
Statute, * That the Juſtices aſſign'd to take Aſſizes, 
© in all the Counties of England, ſhould have Power 
© by the King's Commiſſions to hear, and determine 
in their Seſſions, all ſuch Cauſes concerning the de- 
«* baſing or falſfifying the Coin of the Nation.“ And 
whereas, contrary to the Cuſtom in the Days of Ed. 
ward III. when no more than Half a Crown, or a 
Crown at the moſt, was paid for proving a Will, the 
Ordinaries did now take forty or fifty Shillings: It was 
therefore ordain'd by another Act, That no Ordinary 
+ ſhould take above that old cuſtomary Rate for the 
© Probate of any Teſtament, upon Penalty of forfeiting 
to the agriev'd Perſon treble the Sum ſo receiv'd.* 
This Statute was to ſtand in Force only to the End of 
the following Year. 

Theſe Acts being paſs'd, and Henry, the Grandſon of 
Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland, who had fo 
long been an Exile in Scotland, and who, in the Parlia- 
ment held at 1/:ftminſter, in the Second Year of this 
King's Reign, had been reſtor'd to his Honours and 
Lands, having now in the Houſe of Lords done Ho- 
mage to the King ſitting in his Chair of State, this 
Seſſion ended. | ; 

Next Year great Preparations being made, on -both 
Sides, to carry on the War again with Vigour. The 
Engliſh King found himſelf obliged to call a Por. 
' "Fo + _ lumecat, 
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King Henry v. 


Anno Regni 4. 
1416, 
At Weſtminſter, 


liament, in order to raiſe Supplies for that Purpoſe ; and 
Writs were ſent out dated at Sandwich, October q, juſt 
after the King's ſecond Landing from Abroad, for one 
to meet at Neſiminſter on the 19th of the fame Month; 
the preſſing Exigencies of the State requiring ſuch a 
ſpeedy Summons. | 88 | 

On the Day of the Meeting, the Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter opened the Seſſion with the uſual Formalities, 
and after quoting for his Theme this Latin Sentence, 
Operam detis ut quieti ſitis. He alledged, That as 
©. God had in fix Days created all the World, and 
© reſted the ſeventh; ſo the King, agreeable to his 
© Coronation Oath, had, in five former Parliaments, 
© endeavoured to eſtabliſh good Laws for juſt Admi- 
© niſtration at Home, and the ſecuring of an honourable 
© Peace Abroad. But that the French were ſo little 
© inclined to comply with the reaſonable Terms of- 
© fered them, that they refuſed to render the Engliſb 
© Priſoners taken at the Battle of Agincourt, or to 
© ranſom their own. That the King provoked at the 
© obſtinate Injuſtice of an Enemy, who reſolved not 
© to do him Right in any Thing, was conſtrained to 
© attempt the Recovery of his own by Force of Arms. 
And fince, ſaid he, this is his Majeſty's juſt Reſolu- 
© tion, and that there is, indeed, no other way to 
© bring his Enemy to Reaſon, Bella faciamus ut Pacem 
© habeamus, quia Finis Belli Pax eſt ; he is determined 
© to uſe Violence, and purchaſe that Peace, with the 
© Sword, which is not to be otherwiſe obtained.“ He 
concluded with telling them, that the King intended to 
make uſe of their Counſel, and required them to chuſe 
and preſent their Speaker to him. 

On the third Day of the Seſſion the Commons pre- 
ſented Roger Finwer, Eſq; who was accepted; and to 
ſhew their great Zeal for the Cauſe the King was en- 
gaged in, with the Conſent of the Lords, they granted 
two whole Tenths and two Fifteenths to be levied on 


the Laity ; the Clergy, alſo, granted two Tenths on 


their own Body. But all this being not ſufficient, or 
thought too dilatory for the King's preſſing Occaſions, 
at the ſame time it was enacted, © That all Perſons who 
would lend any Sums of Money to the King, _ 

ve 
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have Letters Patent to be paid out of the firſt Mo- King Henry v. 
6 ney raiſed by the Subſidy; and the Dukes of Clarence, 


Bedford, and Gloceſter ſtood engaged for the Perfor- 
mance of this, in caſe the King ſhould die : Upon 
which many of the Biſhops and Lords, whoſe Names 
are in the Parliament Rolls, readily ſubſcrib'd; yet all 


was fo deficient, that the King was neceſſitated to The Crown and 
pawn the Crown to Henry Beaufort, Biſhop of Win- King's Jewels 
chefter, for a vaſt Sum, and to borrow a thouſand Marks — for car- 


of the Lord-Mayor of London, upon the Security of War again 
Francg. 


many rich Jewels (d). 


At this time his Majeſty was pleaſed to grant a ge- An Ad fora Ce- 
neral Pardon for all Crimes which did not concern neral Pardon, 
Life, or Loſs of Members. — ty 


An Act was alſo paſſed, © That all Sheriffs ſhould 
have allowance upon their Accounts by Oath.” This 


had been petitioned for by the Commons in the former 


Seſſion, 

Alſo, whereas by an Act made 12 R. II. certain 
Rates of annual Wages ſor Bailiffs and other Servants 
of Husbandry were ſettled, and a Penalty ordain'd for 
any who gave or took more; by an Act now it was 
ws =o © That the Taker only ſhould incur this 

enalty.” 

. Act ordain'd, that none of the [rib Nation 
ſhould be elected an Archbiſhop, Biſhop, Abbot, or 
Prior ; and that whoever promoted ſuch to thoſe Ec- 
clefiaſtical Preferments, or brought any ſuch. /r;/þ Re- 


dels to Parliaments, Councils, and other Aſſemblies 


among the Engliſh, ſhould have all their Temporal 
Eſtates ſeiz d into the King's Hands, till they had paid 
the Fines due for ſuch Offences. 

There was alſo an Act of Pardon, by which all For- 
feitures, Fines, Debts and Demands, not exceeding 
Twenty-ſix Shillings and Eight-pence were remitted, 
and all Treſpaſſes, Offences, Conſpiracies, Cc. par- 
don'd. 

Beſides theſe, and ſome other leſs remarkable Acts, 
the 


{d) Henry Beaufort, Biſhop of Mincbeſler, on his own Account, lent 
the King 29,000 l. 
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j 


King Henry V. 


An Invaſion of 
the Scots de- 
ſeated. 
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the League and Alliance between the King and the Em- 
peror Sigt/mund, was confirm'd by the whole Aſſent (e). 
And .on the laſt Day of the Seſſion, the King fitting on 
his Throne in full Parliament, created Thomas Beaufort, 
who was Earl of Dorſet, Duke of Exeter, who had 
alſo a thouſand Pounds confirm'd to him, to be paid 
yearly out of the Exchequer, and forty Pounds out of 


the Cuſtoms at Exeter. The Lords ſo approved of this 


Example of the King's Liberality, that they ſaid no 
8 could be made, but only that it was too 


little, and not proportionable to the Merits and Ser- 


vices of that noble Perſon (/). 

In this Seſſion Sir Jahn Tibetot, who had ſo much 
diſtinguiſh'd himſelf as Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons in the laſt Reign, was appointed the King's Re- 
ſident at the Imperial Court. 

Henry, by the Aſhſtance of his Parliament, having 
again raiſed Money for the Support of the War, and 


reſolving to invade France, early next Spring ; great 


Levies of Men were made for that Purpoſe. He cauſed 
Proclamation to be made, that all Soldiers, who would 
ſerve him in his Wars, ſhould have twenty- five Crowns 
a Month ; and inFted them to partake in his Con- 
queſts, which, in all Appearance, would this Year be 
very conſiderable. Other Means he took to render his 
Army formidable; but, it was not till Jah, 1417, 
that he could get all ready to embark, and he landed 
his Army at Bevile, in Normandy, a few Days after, 
in ſpite of all Oppoſition. 

Jobn Duke of Bedford the King's Brother was left Re- 
gent during his Abſence ; and whilſt this victorious Mo- 
narch was gaining many Victories and Towns in France, 
the Scots thought proper to inyade the Eng!//> Borders ; 


but, by the Conduct of the Regent, they were ſoon 


? driven 
(e) This Emperor came over to England, and employ*d his beſt En- 


deavours to mediate a Peace between the Crowns of England and France; 
but they all proved ineffectual, and all he could do was to ſettle a laſt- 
ing Peace, on ſeveral Articles, between himſelf and the Crown of Eng- 
land, There is an Inſtrument in the Public As, under this Title; 
and refers to the next Parliament. Allegantiæ cum Rege Romanorum, 


pro Forma Tractatus inde babiti, Confirmatio in Parliamento, Dat. Viceſ- 
Amo nono Die Oftobris Reg. 4to, Feb. Aue. Tom. IX. P. 403 


(f) He was Son to the Duke of Exeter, beheaded at Chefer for 4 
Plot in the laſt Reign, 
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driven back again with Shame and Los. After the King Henry v. 


Nation was thus delivered from the Dangers of this 


Invaſion, the Duke thought proper to call a Parliament, 
the Writs bearing Date October 5, and to fit the 16th 


of November following, at Meſiminſter. 


At which Time and Place beivg aſſembled, in the Anno Regni 5. 
Painted Chamber before the Regent, Tamas Langley, at Weg niodteg. 


Biſhop of Durham, then Lord Chancellor, declared 
the Cauſe of their Meeting, and took for his Theme, 
Confortamini et viriliter agite, et gloriofi eritis. * On 
© which Words he took occaſion to, expatiate, and to 
© ſet forth their Happineſs and Glory in the Reign of a 
King, who, during his Father's Life, had ſuppreſs'd 
the Rebellion of the Velch; and, fince he came to 
the Crown, had defeated the dangerous Conſpiracies 
formed againſt the Church, and againſt his own Per- 
© ſon and Government. Who had been ſo proſperous 
in War by the Conqueſt of Harfleur, and the Vic- 
* tory at Agincourt, and who now with continued 
© Succeſſes, was ſubduing Normandy to the Englih 
Dominion. That the chief Cauſes of their Meeting 
© were to provide for the keeping of the Peace at home, 
© and due Obſervation of the Laws; to make Provi- 
* fion for the Support of the War, and to take Care 
© for the Defence of the Marches of Scotland. That in 
© all theſe Things it would become them viriliter a- 
«© gere, to act ſtrenuouſly ; which, if they did, he then 
© aflured them of Honour and Glory; conſidering, 
© Renumeratio Virtutum eff Honor.” He concluded, as 
uſual, with deſiring the Commons to chuſe their 
Speaker, and preſent him next Day to the Duke Re- 


gent. Accordingly on the third Day of their Sitting, Roger Flower, 
Roger Flower Eſq; was, again, elected; who, with Eſq; againchoſeg 
the common Proteſtation, was allowed. And, as a 


Teſtimony of their hearty Attachment to the King's 
Intereſt, and Zeal for the War, the Commons with the 


Aſſent of the Biſhops and Lords, granted to his Ma- A Subfidy 
jeſty a Tenth, and one Hfteenth (g). granted, 


We 


) Sed Pecunia imprimis imperatur Sumptus in Copias ſuo Tem- 
Ls z nempe for 3 id Aalan non maxime Cordi efſet, 
pidereturgue tam utile quam opportunum, 
Por. VIS. Lib. XXII. P. 449 · 
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King Henry v. We ſhall conclude the Tranſactions of this Parlia- 
ment with an Affair of an extraordinary Nature, which 
came before the Lords; and firſt give what the Record 

relates about it. 

On Tueſday the Eighteenth of December, and the 
© Twenty-ninth Day of this Parliament, Sir Fob» Old- 

Proceedings a- © caſtle, of Cowling in the County of Kent, Knight, 
gainkt Sir Jon © being outlawed upon Treaſon in the King's-Bench, 
— © and excommunicated by the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
* bury, for Hereſies, was brought before the Lords; 
© and, having heard his ſaid Conviction, anſwered not 
© thereto in Excuſe : Upon which Record and Proceſs 
© it was adjudged, that he ſhould be taken as a Traitor 
© to the King and Realm ; that he ſhould be carried to 
© the Tower of London, and from thence drawn thro' 
© London to the new Gallows in Saint Gyles's, without 
© Temple-Bar, and there to be hanged, and burned hang- 
T ing.” The Record out of the Armg's Bench is at 
large; the Effect whereof is, That the ſaid Sir John 
©* Oldcaftle, and others, to the Number of twenty Men, 
called Lollards, at Saint Giles's aforeſaid, did conſpire 
* to ſubvert the State of the Clergy, to kill the King, 
© his Brothers, and other Nobles.” The Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury's Inſtrument for his Excommunication, 
is there alſo at large (h). 

And a Motion being made, that the Lord Powis 
might have the Thanks of the Houſe, and the Reward 
in the Proclamation mentioned, for apprehending of 
Sir John Oldcafile, Knight, the Heretick ; it paſſed in 
the Affirmative. Quid vultis mibi dare, cries out Wil- 
liam Prynne at this Paſſage ; The Brother of Judas 

_ © craveth his Reward for betraying the Innocent; 
* wherein it is not to be doubted but that his lighter 
* Reward in this World was heavily revenged of 
God (i).“ 

| He 


(Þ) Cotton's Abridgment, P. 553. Mr. Goodwin, the Writer of Henry 
the Fifth's Life and Reign, in the Recital of the Contents of his 
Fourth Book, P. 1 50, mentions the Trial of Sir John Oldcaſtle Lord 
Cobbam, in Parliament, as an Article; but gives not one Word of it in 
the Chapter. | : 

(1) Cotton, ibidem. 

The Price ſet on Oldcaftle's Head, by the King's Proclamation, was 

: 1000 
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He adds, The Clergy at this their own Parliament, King Henry v. 


ceaſe not to rage, and roar after Chriſtian Blood, 
tanguam Leones rugientes ; and whoſoever did the 
Fault, they cry crucify Chrift, and deliver us Barra- 
bas ; for now all horrible Miſchiefs whatſoeyer were 
imputed to the poor Lallas ds.” 

Thus far Sir Robert Cotton, and his Publiſher. 
What we have to add, relating to the Condemnation 
of this great Man, by his Peers, is chiefly from Wal- 
fingham ; who, tho* a Co-temporary Hiſtorian, yet 
being a Monaſtic Writer, we may well ſuppoſe too 
partial in the Recital (#). He fays, that, 

When the Parliament was informed of Sir Jahn 
Oldcaftle's being taken in Wales by the Lord Powis, 
they ordered him to be ſent for up. He was brought 
to London in a Horſe-Litter, having been much wound- 
ed in the Conflict, and placed before the Duke Regent 
and the other Eſtates of the Realm; and the Indict- 
ment drawn up againſt him at the King's Bench, ſome 
Years before, for levying War againſt the King, was 
read in the Houſe. Being demanded what he could 
alledge in Arreſt of Judgment; he ran out into a Diſ- 
courſe very foreign to the Purpoſe, about God's Mer- 
cies; and that all mortal Men, who would be Fol- 
- Jowers of God, -ought to prefer Mercy above Judg- 
ment ; and that Vengeance pertained only to the Lord, 
and that his Servants ought not to intrench upon this 
Prerogative of the Almighty. Thus he. went on, ſays 
our Authority, talking widely from the Buſineſs, till, 
at laſt, the Chief Juſtice defired the Regent to order 
the Priſoner not to make them loſe any more Time, 
but to anſwer directly to the Point. After ſome Pauſe 
he told them, it was a ſmall Thing for him to be 
judged by them, or of Man's Judgment ; and then be- 
gan again to ramble from the Queſtion, _ = 

| ief 


1000 Marks; with a Promiſe of perpetual Exemption from Taxes to 
any Town that ſhould ſecure him, FD. ANG. Tom. IX. P. 89. 

Walfingham makes uſe of this Proclamation as an Inſtance to ſhew 
how generally Hie es Doctriae had affected the Minds of the People, 
that in ſo long time there was net found any Man, whom ſo great a 
Reward could tempt to betray him. 


(k) Walſfing. Hybodig. Neaſt. P. 590. See alſo J. Store's Chron, 
r. 355. a 
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Chief Juſtice once more interrupted him, and bid him 
anſwer peremptorily, if he had any Thing to object a- 
gainſt the Legality of the Proceſs? To this he replied, 
with a ſurpriſing Boldneſs, that he had no Fudge a- 
nongſt them, nor could acknowledge them as Judges, as 
long as his Sovereign Lord King Richard was living in 
this Anſwer, a Warrant was inſtantly 
figned for his Execution, and he was ordered to be 
hanged and burnt. The firſt Part of his Sentence was 
for Treaſon ; and the other for Hereſy. Accordingly 
he was executed on a Gallows, built on purpoſe in 
St. Giless Fields, being bung by the Neck in a Chain 
of Iron, and his Body, with the Gallows, conſumed 
to Aſhes, - 5 g 
Though this unhappy Nobleman's Paternal Name 


was Oldcgſile, yet by marrying the Lady Jaan Grand- 


Daughter to Fobn Lord Cobham, and his Heir, he took 
the Title of Lord Cahbam. He was Sheriff of Here- 
fardhhire, in the eighth Year of Henry IV. and as a 
Peer had Summons to Parliament among the Barons 


in the (4) eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth of that 


g's Reign, and in the firſt Year of Henry V. He 
had been honour'd by Henry the Fourth with a confi- 
derable Command in thoſe Troops, which in the 


twelfth Ye:r of his Reign was ſent over to aſſiſt the 


Duke of Burgundy againſt the Duke of Orleans. 

In ſeveral Parliaments (I) he had frequently repreſented 
to three Kings ſucceſſively, viz. Richard the Second, 
Henry the Fourth, and Henry the Fifth, the inſufferable 


Abuſes committed by the Clergy. 


In 139t, he made a Speech in Parliament againſt the 
Pope's Power, and againſt the Removal of Cauſes to 


| Rome io be tried there; upon which an Act paſs'd, 


* That no Perſon ſhould transfer his Suit to the Pope, 
nor publiſh any Excommunications from him, on 
Penalty of Confiſcation of Goods, and perpetual 
* Impiiſonment.” 

In 1395, and. in 1405, he had-preſented to the Par- 
hament ſeveral Diſcourſes, concerning a Reſor mation of 
Discipline and Manners in the Church. 1 


U) Ducpar.x's Summons te Parliament, P. 381, 3, 5, 9. 
(1) BatAus de Script, Fruas. ; 
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In 1395, he preſented a Book of his own Compo- King Heory V. 
ſure to the Parliament, in which he diſplay'd the cor- 
rupt Manners of the Prieſts, and annex'd ſome Verſes to 
expoſe their abominable Practices, and to excite the 
Juſtice of the Magiſtrates to puniſh them. 

Many are the Diſputes between the Proteſtant and 
Popiſh Writers, about the Character of this Nobleman, 
who was the firſt Peer of England that ſuffered for 
Religion (m). The former crying him up as a Martyr 
to Truth ; and the latter treating him with no better 
Titles than an Enthuſiaſt, a Rebel, and an Heretick. 
Mr. Goodwin 25 He had all the Qualities of a brave 
and gallant Gentleman, and was equally illuſtrious 
© in Arts and Arms: But, if what Valſingbam relates 
of his Behaviour at his Execution be true, that when 
many Perſons of Quality attended there, the laſt Words 
he ſpoke was to Sir Thomas Erpingham, adjuring him, 
that if he ſaw him riſe from the Dead again, on the 
third Day, he would procure that his Sect might live in 
Peace and Quietneſi (n); We can look upon him, in 
this latter Part of his Life, as little better than an 
Enthufiaſt. 

In this Seſſion the Letters Patent made for the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter, for one, and twenty Marks to be levy'd 
out of the Cuſtoms of all Staple Wares ſent from South- 
hampton, to ſatisfy the Sum which he had lent the King 
for the War, were confirm'd by this Parliament. 
| A grievous Complaint being made of Inſurrections, 
of which the Lollards were ſuſpected to be the Authors 

and Abettors, and a Petition being preſented that Com- 
miſſion at all times might be granted to enquire after 
them; Anſwer was given, That the Statutes provided 
in that Caſe ſhould be executed.” 

There was alſo a Motion offer'd, that no Collector 
for the Clergy ſhould be appointed out of his Deanry : 
To which this Anſwer was return'd, that the Clergy 
ſhould appoint their Collectors. 

a The 


(m) Fox r' As and Monum, P. 740, to 774. State Trials, Vol. I. 
CotLIE R' Ecc, Hi. P. 647, &c. 

(n) Adjurans eum, ut fi cerneret eum reſurgere Die tertia, Pacem pro- 
curaret Sectæ ſux, Wallingham 400. 
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King Henry v. The next Year was wholly taken up with the. gal- 
The King's lant Actions and Conqueſts in Normandy and France, 
great Succeſs in performed by our young Engliſb Alexander ; and con- 
France, cluded with the taking of the large and ſtrong City of 
Roan, the Capital of Normandy ; after which, the reſt 
of the Towns, yet untaken, in that Province, eaſily 
ſubmitted themſelves to the victorious King. It was 
not till the Year 1419, that we meet with another 
; Parliament, called in England, by the fame Authority 
as the former; for Writs of Summons were iſſued out, 
in the Regent's Name, dated Avg. 24, for a Parliament 
to meet at Wiminſter, on the 16th of October fol- 
lowing. / 
Anno Regni 7. On the fame Day the Biſhop of Durham, Lord 
1419, Chancellor, declared the Cauſe of the Summons, before 
At Weſtminſter. ihe Regent and the other Eſtates of the Kingdom, and 
ſaid, * That the King's Subjects had great Reaſon to 
< revere him, and*pray for his Welfare; ſince, as he 
© could not obtain that Peace, which he ſo often ſought 
© for, he had begun and carried on War, Timore Dei, 
© which, being Principium Sapientiæ, the Effects of it 
« were evidently ſhewn, by the many Victories he had 
© gained with Honour: All which he took care, par- 
ticularly, to enumerate. For his Theme he took theſe 
Words, Bonum facientes non deficiamus ; and from 
thence told them, hat his Majeſty was in good 
Health and Spirits, that he deſired his Subjects would 
© be careful to obſerve the Laws, and provide for the 
* Defence of the Realm ; and, conſidering, that this 
< Enterpr.ze ſo well begun could not be now left off 
* without imminent Danger, he expected new Provi- 
© fions to be made, that he might end the War to his 
- © own Honour and their Advantage.” 
After the Receivers and Triers of Petitions, for 
England, Ireland, Wales and Scotland, with Gaſcoigny, 
and the other foreign Dominions, were appointed ; 
Roger Flower, the Commons preſented Roger Flawer, Eſq; once more, 
Eſq; a third as their Speaker; and, on November the 13th, they, 
Time choſen yith the Biſhops and Lords, granted to his Majeſty 
— one Fifteenth and one Tenth, and one half Part of them 


both. 
The 
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The like Order was taken for the Payment of King Henry v. 


ſuch who ſhould lend Money to the King, as had been 
obſerv'd in the fourth Year of his Reign. There were 
twenty-three Lords, whoſe Names are in the Roll, 
who'made their Subſcription. 

It was alſo enacted, That the Lords of the Coun- 
© cil ſhould have Power to cſtabliſh Orders touching 
the Coin.” 1 

And for the keeping the Money within the Nation, 
it was enacted, That all Neceſſaries ſnould be bought 
at Home for the King's Soldiers, and ſent to them; 
© and alſo that certain Wools ſhould be bought, and 
« ſent into Normandy, notwithſtanding any Statute for 
the Staple made to the —_— 

The Queen Dowager's Confeſſor having accuſed her 
for conſpiring the Death of the King, it was ordained 
© "That all the Lands and Goods of Roger Doller and 
© Petromel Brocart, her Sureties, ſhuuld be ſeized, and 
© paid to the King; and ſufficient Warrant was pro- 
© 'vided-for all who ſhould pay the ſame (n). 

In the Year 1420, and the 8th of this King, the 
French War was brought to a Concluſion, by a Mar- 


A Loan, 


Henry marries 
Catherine of 


riage between the Princeſs Catherine of France, and France. 


Henty King of England ; whereby Henry was declared 
Regent and Heir- Apparent to the Crown of France. 
In the Abridgment of Records, there is a Liſt of the 
Peers ſummoned to a Parliament to be held at H- 
minſter on the ſecond Day of March this Year ; but 
no 'farther Account is given of it. But the Statute- 
Books tell us, that a Parliament met on the ſecond 
Day of December in the 8th of this King; and that 


in this Seſſion a remarkable Statute was made, occaſion- Anno Regni 8, 
ed by the Peace then concluded between the two 4, 


Kings; whereby it was enacted, that, © Whereas the 
Government of France was devolved on King Henry, 
* which would require his frequent Abſence from Eng- 
* land; therefore, if a Parliament ſhould be ſummoned 
| 25 the Writs of the King's Lieutenant, and the 
« King arrive ſoon after theſe Writs were iflued out 
© of Chancery, yet that Parliament ſhould not be diſ- 

Vol. II. L © ſolved. 


(n) For an Account of Queen Jean's Conſpiracy, ſee Goodwin's Hi 
Rory of Henry the Fifth, 


1420. 


7 


King Henry V. 


Anno Regni 9. 
1421, 


Art Weſtminſter, 


A Subſidy 


Bat ſome diſcon- 


tented at it, 
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« ſolved, nor new Summons made, but that it ſhould 
meet by vertue of the former (o).“ 

Another Act was paſſed, by which all foreign Mer- 
chants, buying Wool in England, to tranſport into o- 
ther Parts, were obliged to pay into the Mint of the 
Tower an Ourice of Gold Bullion; and ſor three 
Pieces of Tin the ſame, or the equal Value in Silver 
Bullion, upon Penalty of Forfeiture of their Goods. 

The next Year King Hery, covered with Laurels, 
returned to England, and found the Nation flouriſhing 
and proſperbus, under the Government of Humphrey 
Duke of Ghuceſter, his Brother; who had ſucceeded 
Jchn Duke of Bedford in the Regency, and managed 
all Aﬀairs with equal Wiſoom and Succeſs. In May 
1421, the King met his Parliament at Weſtmin/ler, 
and, with his own Mouth, repreſented - to chem the 
State of Affairs, What Conqueſts he had made in 
France, and what Supplies were neceſſary to continue 
* the War. That the Dauphin, and his Party, who 
maintained ſome Cities and Provinces againſt him, 
being ſubdued, that Kingdom might be entirely an- 
© nexed to the Exglih Crown (p).“ The Commons 
agreed to give him a Fifteenth ; tho' a Petition was 
preſented, filled with ſad Complaints of the People's 
Poverty, and intolerable Burden of the War, and that 
even his Conqueſt of France would prove the Ruin of 
England. This was done by ſome Perſons, fays an 
Hiſtorian, who, more affecting their own private In- 
tereſt, than the Proſperity of their Country, regretted 
to part with any Money to advance the Greatneis and 
Honour of the Government (g). 

However, this Hint is ſufficient to ſhew, that tho' 
the King had gained Viftories and made great Acqui- 
ſitions Abroad, yet there were ſome of bis Subjects at 
Home, who thought them too dear bought, by the 
many Taxations which had been impoſed for their 
Support of a War not likely, in the End, to prove 
beneficial to the Englj/h Nation. M. R. pin remarks, 
that to gain the before-named Subſidy, the King had 

laid 


(o) Stat. at large, An. 8. Her. V. Cap. 1, 2: 
F irie An' Chron, 380. 
(7) WN Nn, Þ. 44. 
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laid before the Parliament a State of the Revenues and King Henry V. 
Expences of the Crown (r). By this Account, a 
Fragment whereof is inſerted in the Collection of Pub- 
lic As, it appears that the King's annual Revenues, at 
this Time, amounted but to Fifty five T houſand ſeven 
Hundred and forty three Pounds Sterling; and that the 
ordinary Expences ran away with Fifty two Thouſand 
two hundred and thirty five Pounds; ſo that there re- 
mained but three Thouſand five hundred and Eight 
Pounds, to ptovide for at leaſt a Dozen extraordinary 
Articles mentioned in the Account (s). One half of 
France was till unconquered, and the Provinces ſub- 
ject to the Exgliſb fo drained, that there was no Proſ- 
pect of drawing from thence the neceſſary Supplies for 
continuing the War; for which Reaſon the Burden 
was ſtill} to fall upon Exgiand. Wherefore the above- 
named Petition muſt have been very diſagreeable to the 
King; by which it appeared that the Parliament grew 
weary of furniſhing Money at this Juncture too, when 
it was more neceflary than ever, by Reaſon of a Diver- 
fon the Kingdom was then threatned with from the 
Scots, An ancient Chronicle relates, that, to relieve 
the King in this Exigency, his Uncle, the rich Biſhop 
of Wintheſter, lent him another 20, ooo J. on the Subſidy, 
leſt the Commons ſhould be called upon too ſoon 
for the Money (:). But it does not add, that the Pre- 
late was wary enough to take the Crown in Pawn for 
his Loan ; and this is ſettled as the real worth of it at that 
Time (u). Though it is ſcarce the Value of one of the 
Jewels belonging to the Crown of England at this Day. 
During this Seſſion, there was a Convacalion of the 
Clergy at St. Pauls, who gave the King a Tenth on 
theſe Conditions, * That the Purveyors of his Majeſty's 
* Houſhold ſhould not meddle with the Goods or Poſ- 
* ſeſſions of the Clergy. That if any of that Body were 
© accus'd of a Capital Crime in the King's Courts of 
« Judicature, they might upon Bail be freed from Im- 
« priſonment; and that all caſtrated Prieſis ſhould be 
© proceeded againſt in Row as Felons. * 
2 [9 


(r) Hip. 7 Eng. Fol. Ed. P. 527. 
(s) Fed. Ang. Tom. X. P. 113. 

(t) Fabian's Chron, Fol. C VII. . 
uw) Fed, Ang. Tom, + « . 190. ; 


Eing Henry V. 


A Peace with 
France. 


Acts paſs'd 


164 The Parliamentary His TrORAY 

But tho? the Parliament was ſo backward in-giving 
Money towards carrying on the War, yet the very 
next Thing they went upon, was to declare their Ap- 
probation of the Peace concluded at Troyes, between 
King Henry and the King of France, to ęꝑive their 
Conſents, and promiſe to obſerve it. And fince that 
Peace had, not only been ſworn to, and ratified by the 
two Kings, but, alſo,” by the three Eſtates of France; 


the Lords and Commons of England would have it 


comfirm'd, in the fame ſolemn Manner, in Parliament. 


Whereupon Thomas Langley Biſhop of Durbam, Lord 


Chancellor, having, by the King's Order, read the 
Articles of it, both Houſes of Parliament avowed, that 
they approved and accepted it, as moſt conducive to 
the Good of both Nations, and of all Chri/iendom ; and 
every one promiſed for himſelf, his Heirs and Succeſ- 
ſors, that they would inviolably obſerve it (x); © - 


During the fitting of this Parliament, ' Catherine 


Princeſs of France, whom Heu had married ſome 
Time before, and was the ſtrongeſt Cement to this 


Peace,; was crowned at Wijtminfter with ithe- greateſt 
11 11 G 8 


Solemnity (Y). N 


The moſt remarkable Act made in this Seſſion, was 


one, by which it was ordain'd;; * That whereasWaſhers, 


Clippers and -Counterfeits of the Money had debas'd 


and fpoiPd the Coin; none ſhould receive auy Gold, 


but by the King's Weights appointed for that Purpoſe; 
and that the Gold which was not of due Weight, nor 
of right Alloy, ſhould be ſent to the Mint to be new 
coin'd,' the King at his on Charge making up the 


Deficiencies . 


It was alſo enacted, That every third Benefice, the 
Preſentation of which belong'd to the Prelates and Mo- 
naſteries, ſhould be confer'd on ſome Scholar of Ox- 


ford or Cambridge.” An excellent Method for the 
Advancement and Encouragement ol Learning. 


Whit 


(x) In the Collection of Public AF, is a Copy of the King's Letters 
of Exemplification, under the Broad Seal, teſtifying the Parliament's 


Approbation of the Peace, and enrolling a public Inftrument of the 


Hom Dated at Canterbury, June 1, 1421, Far. Ax c. Tom. X. 
125. ä 
And the Inſtrument itſelf is publiſhed in the ſame Tome, P. 110. 


(3) Pelyd, Verg, P, 456. 
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Whilſt Henry was advancing his Conqueſts againſt the King Henry v. 
Dauphin in France, his Brother, the Duke of Bedfard, ad- 
miniſtred the Regency in England, with great Wiſdom 
and Fidelity. This Governour thought fit to call a, Regni 9. 
Parliament, which met at Veſiminſter on the firſt of war. 
December, in the ſame Year as the former. The Bi- At Weſtminſter, 
ſhop of Durham opened the Seſſion with a formal 
Speech, or rather a Sermon, of little or no Significancy ; 
except, that in the Concluſion he told them, They 
ought to eſtabliſh good Laws, and defend the Frontiers 
of their Country with manly Courage.” 

On the third Day of their ſitting the Commons pte- Richard Baynard 
ſented Richard Baynard Eſq; to the Regent for their Eſq; choſen 
Speaker; and the fame Day, with the Conſent of the — 
other Houſe, they granted the King one Tenth, and one 
Fifteenth, 10 be levied on the Laity; but with this & $9697 
Condition, ſays Walſngham, that the firſt half of it 
ſhould be paid in the Money then current. It was 
alſo, ordained, That all fuch Money, with other, 
ſhould paſs till March 25, if it was not notoriouſly 
clipp'd and waſh'd (z). The Gold Coin had been leſ- 
ſened in the Value, by clipping and waſhing; therefore 
the Parliament ordained, for the Relief of the People, 
that the Receivers of the Tax ſhould take all ſuch light 
Pieces, if they did not want in Weight more than 
Twelye-pence in the Noble; or, if they did, thoſe aa fer Regulat- 
who paid them were to make up the Defect. The ing the Coiu, 
People therefore put off their Gold as faſt as they 
could, and hoarded up their Silver (2). By which the 
King, tho' then under Neceſſities for Money, was 
contented to loſe almoſt Three Shillings in the Pound, 
for the Benefit of the People. | 

Several more Statutes were made this Seſſion of Par- 
liament, relating to the Coinage; the Heads of which 
are as follow: 

That all the Statutes un- repealed concerning the good 
and lawful Management of Gold and Silver ſnould be 
{triftly obſerved and executed.” 

That the King ſhould appoint his Exchanges of 

L 3 | the 


(z) Hift. Ang. P. 406+ Nec Tonfione wel Lotione enormiter diminutum. 
This ſhews that the Cuſtom of clipping and waſhing Money is ancient. 
(a) WartsinGy am, ibidem, FAB! AN's Chron, Fol. CLXXVIII. 


Daniel in Kennet, P. 335. 


King Henry V. 
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the Money of Gold and Silver in the City of Landon, 
and other Towns, to be kept in open Places in High 
Streets, for the Eaſe of the People; and that all who 
came to the Tower of London to have Money new 
coin'd, ſhould have it deliver d to them within eight 
Days, according to the Value of what they brought, 

ying for the Coinage of Gold at the Rate of five 
Solling; in the Pound; and for coining a Pound of 
Silver, fifteen Pence: And that ſuch who would not 
bring their Money to the Tower, but deliver'd it into 
the King's Exchanges, ſhould pay a Penny in the 


Noble, and fo proportionably.” 


Another was, * To oblige all the Maſters and 


Workers in the Mint, to make due and 2 Pay- 


ment of the new Money, either by Weight or Number, 
to all who brought in their old; and that if there was 
any Default in the new Money, either as to Weight 
or Alloy, the Maſters of the Mint ſhould preſently 
change it, and melt it down.” 

Alſo it was enacted, That the Wardens, Survey- 
ors, and Miniſters of the Exchanges out of the Tower, 
ſhould not divert the Gold and Silver received hy them, 
to any other Uſe ; but ſhould be oblig'd to bring it to 
the Mint to he coin'd, that there might be the fuller 
Circulation of Money thro' the Kingdom.” | 

A Mint was alſo eſtabliſh'd at Calais, in the ſame 
Manner as at the Tower. | 

And it was likewiſe ordain'd, That the new-coin'd 
Money ſhould be of as good Alloy and Weight as the 
old. 

Alſo, © That the Chancellor of England ſhould de- 
liver to thoſe who would have them, good and juſt 
Weights of the Noble, half Noble, and Farthing of 
Gold, to prevent the People's being abus'd by ſuch as 
were counterfeit.” 

T he Sheriffs and Juſtices of Peace were alſo requir'd 
to make a Search after all Falſifiers of Weights, and to 
keep them in Priſon till they had made Fine and Ran- 
ſom at their Diſcretion 

An Act having been paſſed Anno 14, Richard II. 
wherein it was ordain'd, That for every Exchange 
made by Merchants in the Court of Rome, or in yur 

Parts, 
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Parts, they ſhould be bound to buy within three Months King Henry V. 


following, Merchandizes of the Staple, to the Value of 
the Sum ſo exchang'd, upon Forfeiture of the ſame: 
And whereas the Merchants had repreſented to the Par- 
liament, that the Time allotted was too ſhort to buy 
fuch Merchandizes, and ſhip them, and that in Default 
of Exchanges, the Money of the Nation would be car- 
ried beyond Sea.” 

It was thereſore enacted, That all Merchants, who 
ſhould make ſuch Exchanges, ſhould be bound perſonal- 
ly in the Chancery by Recognizance to buy within 
nine Months following the Merchandizes and Com- 
modities aforeſaid.” 

As the Parliament granted the King a Tenth, and 
Fifteenth, ſo a Convocation, which had met at York, 
Sept. 22. foregoing, gave him a Tenth ; and the Duke 
of Bedford requir'd the Archbiſhop, by an Order dated 
Oe. 27. to appoint ſome of his Clergy to be the Col- 
lectors, and to return their Names into the Exchequer 


before Ea/ter. 
This was the laſt Parliament called in the Reign of 


Heary the Fifth, who died of a Dyſentery, Auguft 31, 


1422, at Vincennes in France and in the tenth of his he Death of 
Reign (5). In the midſt of his Conqueſts, and in the Henry the Fifth, 


Zenith of his Age was this great King ſnatched away; 
leaving one Son to ſucceed him, an Infant ſcarce nine 


Menths old. 
The glorious Reign of this Prince has furniſh'd all 


our general Hiſtorians, with Abundance of Matter for 
raiſing the moſt finiſh'd and exalted Character. But 
though his vitorious Sword cut them out Work enough 
to fallow ; yet theſe Enquiries, under a civil Capacity, 
have not been much enriched thereby. Fer Henry 
ſtrictly purſued his Father's laſt Advice to him; and 
by amuſing his Subjects with this foreign War, kept 
them all quiet and peaceable at Home. by theſe Means 
his Title to the Crown was never once called in Que- 
ſtion all his Reign; and as long as either England or 


France remain, or any Memoirs continue in either of 
L 4 them, 


(4) There is an Inſtrument in the Public Afr, dated Tee — « apud 
Caſtrum de Bois de Vincen. XXX. Die Auguſti, which was the Day be- 
fare he died. Fad. Ang, Tom. . P. 251. 
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King Henry v. them, his Virtues and brave Actions will be revered, 


Taxes grent d in Ware, T unnage and Poundage for four 


his Reign 


and celebrated, as the Glory of the one and the Terror 
of the other. To cloſe: up this poor and imperfect 
Sketch of this great Prince's Character, we ſhall only 


add, what a co-temporary monaſtic Chronicle has left 


us of it. It is there ſaid, that Henry the Fifth, at his 
coming to the Crown, made it one of his firſt Acts to 
convey King Richard's Body, from Langley,where it had 
been ignobly interred, to Weſiminfler ; and depoſited it 
near the Tomb of S. Edward, King and Confeſſor. 
This was done, according to the Piety of thoſe Times, 
to make ſome Attonement for the Cruelties exerciſed 
againſt Richard, as his Depoſition and Sentence of per- 
petual Impriſonment, which this King Henry by no 
means approved of ; and all thoſe who had been in- 
ſtrumental in his Death, he looked upon as guilty of 
High Treaſon (x). 


TAxEs in this King's Reign. 


In his firſt Year he had the like wing on Staple- 
ears, as had 
been given to his Father in the thirteenth Year of his 


Reign. 


In his ſecond Vear an Act was paſs'd, whereby the 
Priories Alien, who depended on ſome Capital Abbies 
in Normardy, that received the Profits of them, ſhould 
be veſted in the King for carrying on a War againſt 
France. | 

The fame Year the Parliament granted him two 
whole Tenths, and two whole Fifteenths, to be levied 
on the Laity. | 

In his third Year no Tax was aſk'd or granted. 

In his fourth Year, he had two whole Tenth; 


and two Fifteenths to be levied on the Laity; the 


Clergy, alſo, granted two Tenths on their own Body. 
But this being not ſufficient, he was oblig'd to pawn his 
Crown and Jewels to carry on the French War. 

In his fifth Year he had one Tenth and one Hy- 


tetentb. 


is 
(*) Qui quidem Regis Richardi lonem, ac ejus FOND: .- 


carcerationem, nullatenus approbans 3 ſed omnes qui Cauſa ejus Mortis ex- 


titerant, Proditionis reos fore dizjudicans, 
Hiſt. Croylandenſis Continuatic, ad An. 1414. 
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His ſixth Year was wholly ſpent on the Conqueſt of King Henry v. 
France. But, | 

In his ſeventh Year the Parliament granted to his 
Majeſty one Fifteenth and one Tenth, and one half 
Part of them both. 

In his eighth Year he had one Tenth and one Fif- 
teenth. | 

Our Hiftorians are 5 4 deficient in noting the 
Prices of Proviſions in this Reign; their Pens are ſo And Value of 
employed in deſcribing the glorious Victories of this enen. 
Engliſh Hero, that they ſeem almoſt to have forgot 
Domeſtick Affairs. Fabian's Chronicle however tells 
us, That, in the Year 1416, Wheat was ſo dear as to 
be ſold for 16s. a Quarter : And that in 1422, it ſold 
for 8 5. and Malt at 5s. A Ram ſold alſo for 8 d. 


HENRY 
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ENR the Sixth was an Infant of about nine 
Months old when he began his Reign, Some Au- 
thors affirm, that he was proclaimed King of all his 
Dominions, both at London and Paris; but he could 
— The Acceſſion of not then be ſo proclaimed King of France, becauſe | 
Sang Henry VI. Charles the Sixth was ſtill living, and by the Treaty of 
Troyes, the King of England was not to be ſtiled King 
| of France till after Charles's Death. But, that happen- 
| ing very ſoon after, for he died within leſs than two 
Months of King Heury V. the Infant King was pro- 
claimed King of France and Englaud, in Paris ; and 
in the other Parts of France, by the Name of Henry 
the Second in that Kingdom, tho' the Sixth in EAgland. 
Jabs Duke of Bedford, the young King's Uncle, was 
; conſtituted Regent of France ; and after the Death of 
Charles, who was the ſtrongeſt Support to the Engi/h 
Intereſt in that Kingdom, had work enough upon his 
Hands to defend what they had got from the Efforts of 
the Dauphin of France, who cauſed himſelf, alſo, to 
be crown'd King at Poitiers. 
Whilſt theſe Affairs were in various Agitations a- 
duns Regal: x broad, the ſame Year, Anno 1422, Writs 0: Summons 
1422. were iflued out, in the young King's Name, dated Seh- 
At Weſtminſter. tember 29, for a Parliament to meet on the Monday 
next after the Feaſt of St. Martin, at Il im nſter. 
And, on the ſame Day before any other Buſineſs was 
begun; a Commiſſion directed to Humphrey Duke of 
Glacefter, the King's Uncle, empowering him to begin 
the Parliament, was read, in the Preſence of the faid 
Duke, ſitting in the Painted Chamber, and before the | 


Lords and Commons aſſembled (a). 
Aſter 


11 fa) The Commiſſion itſelf, being one of the firſt Acts of State done 
14 by this Infant King, may not be incurious to the Reader. 
Hznarcvs, Dei Gratia, Rex Anglia, & Franciæ, & Dominus Hi- 
berniæ, omnibus ad guet, c. Salutem, 
Sciatis quod, cum, de Awiſamente Concilit noſtri, pro gquibuſdam arduis 
T & urgentibus Negotiis, Nes, Statum & Defenſionem Regni noſtri Angliæ, 
ac Eccleſia Anglicanæ, contingentibus, guoddam Parliamentum noſtrum, a 
Weſtmonaſterium, Die Lune, proximo ante Feſtum Sancti Martini, pro- 
ximo futurum, tencri erdinaverimuss Et quia vero, propter certas 
Cauſas, ad Parliamentum prædictum, perſonaliter, non poterimus inter- 
eſſe ; ac de Circumſpectione & Induſtria, cariſſimi Auunculi neftri, Num- 
fredi Dacis Clcuceſtriæ pleram Fiduciam reportantes 5 eidem Avunculo 


ro, 


Sees. s «©. .. 
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After which Henry Chicheley, Archbiſhop of Canter- King Henry VI. 


bury, by Command of the ſaid Duke, the King's Com- 
miſſioner, declared the Cauſe of calling the faid Parlia- 
ment, and took for his Theme, Principes Populorum 
congregati ſunt cum Deo. 

In diſcourfing on which Words he introduced many 
notable Examples and Apothegms ; and, amongſt them 
obſerved, * That God of his great Mercy had left Iſſue 
* unto them of the moſt victorious Prince Henry, be- 
* gotten of the Royal Blood of France, whereby the 
fame Iſſue was now become King of France. That, 
© as all Perfections were compriſed within the Number 
© of Six, ſince God had made all Things in fix Days, 
* ſo, his divine Majeſty was to accompliſh the godd 
© Beginnings of the famous fifth Henry, in the ſixth 
* Henry his Son; who, he added, would that all E- 
© ſtates and Perſons ſhould enjoy their full Liberties.* 
He then declared, That, conſidering the King's ten- 
der Age, this Parliament was called for three Cautes ; 
« the firſt for the good Governance of the King's Per- 
© ſon; the ſecond for preſerving the Peace, and laſtly, 
© for the ſure Defence of the Realm. But, that it 
« principally imported them to provide fome honoura- 
© ble and diſcreet Perſons for the Governance aforeſaid, 
© in which, they all ought to give their beſt Advice. 
© He deſired them, in this, to follow the Counſel, 
* which Fethro gave to Moſes in Exodus, vis. ſuch as 
« feared God, wiſe, religious, hating Covetouſneſs, 
* puiſſant, Sc.“ And then concluded with deſiring 
the Commons to chuſe a Speaker, and preſent him 


next Day to the Duke. 
Receivers 


, inchoandum, & in eo procedendum, & ad faciendum onmnia & 
2. gur pro Nobis, & per Nos, 2 bono Regimine & Gubernatione 
f noftri pradifti, ac aliorum Dominiorum noftrorum, cidem Regno 


Repni 
75 pertinentium, ibidem fuerint fucienda. Nec non ad Parliamentum 
i ſian, & diſſakvendum, de Afſ:nſu Conftlii —— plenam, tenore 


Preſentium, committimus Poteftatem. Dentes ulterius, de Aſſenſu 
22 Concilii noſtri, tam uni ver ii: & 7 Archiepiſcopis, Epiſcopis, 
tibus, Prioribus, Dacibut, Comitibus, Baronibus, & Militibus, quam 
omnibus aliis quorum intereſt, ad Parliamentum noſtrum prædictum corven- 
turis, fimiliter Tenore Præſentium, firmiter in Mandatis, quod eidem A- 
vunculo noftro intendant in Præmiſſis, in Forma ſupradifa. In cujus, Cc. 
Teſte Rege apud Weſtmonaſterium ſexto Die Novembiis, per Bre ve de 
friuato Sigillo, Fad, Ang. Tom. A. P. 257. 


| 


f 


Roger Flower, 
Efq; a fourth 
Time choſen 
Speaker, 


A Protector 
appointed, 
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King Henry VI. Receivers and Tryers of Petitions being appointed 


for England, Ireland, Wales, and Scotland, with G 
coigny, other foreign Parts, and the Ifles ; on Tueſday 
being the ſecond Day of the Parliament, the Commons 
preſented Roger Flower, Eſq; to the Duke and Lords. 
for their Speaker ; who, with the uſual Proteſtation, 
was allowed. 

The two Biſhops of unk and London; the for- 
mer having been Chancellor of England in the late 
Reign, and the other Chancellor of the Dutchy of 
Normandy, who had both delivered the ſeveral Seals 
of theit Offices to the Duke of Glacier, prayed to be 
diſchayged by Act of Parliament, and that the ſame 
might be -enrolled , which was granted. It was then, 
alſo, enacted, That the King's Stile and Titles ſhould 
be changed, and that upon all his Seals ſhould. be en- 
graven this Motto, Henricus Rex France, & Anglie, 
& Dominus Hiberniæ. 

At the Requeſt of the Commons, the Duke of G/- 
ceſler declared to them, that the King had appointed 
the Biſhop of Durham to be his Chancellor; Wilkam 
Rindrofe, Treaſurer of England ; and, Jobn Stafford, 
to be Keeper of the Privy Seal ; for all which Offices 
their Patents were made, and confirmed by Parlia- 
ment, 

The ing by his Letters- Patent, confirmed, alſo, 
by Parliament, appointed John Duke of Bedſord Pro- 
tector and Defender of the Realm and Church of Eng- 
land, and Chief Counſellor to the King; but becauſe 
the ſaid Duke was then beyond the Seas, it was enacted, 
* That during his Abſence Humphrey Duke of Glo- 
© ceſter ſhould ſupply the ſaid Office; which ſaid Duke 
* tock upon him the Dignity aforeſaid, under a Pro- 
© teſtation that it ſhould be no Prejudice to the Right 
of his Brother ().“ And it was alſo enacted, That 
* the Protectors ſhall, during the King's Minority, 
* diſpoſe of ail the Offices of bs Foreſts, Keepers of 

Parks, 


(5) The Inſtrument for conſtituting the Duke of Bedford Protector, 
and in his Abſence the Duke of Glocefter, is, alſo, in the Publick Acts, 
Tom. X. P. 261, 

Ropin ſays, that this was a neceſſary Expedient to perform the de- 
ctaled Ki ing's Will, who had appointed Duke Furphrey Protector, 
without Gerogating fiom the elder Brother's — Fel, Ed. P. 336 


9 —_— > Vo Py - vor 
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© Parks and Warrens; and that all Beneſices in the King Henry VI, 


King's Gift, being above che Value of twenty Marks, 
<. ſhould, continue in their Diſpoſal during their Lives.” 
And it is likewiſe ſaid, that the Protector's Salary was 


ſettled then at 8000 Marks a Year. The Parliament The Parliament 


alſo appointed Governors to take care of the King's 12mes Guardians 
Perſon” and Education, Who were Thimas Beaufert King. TY 


Duke of Exeter, and Henry his Brother Hiſhop of Minu- 
<hefter, both great Uncles to the K ing (o e 
And, it was then enacted, That all Eſtates ſhould 
© have their Liberties confirmed, which, have not been 
© revoked, without the Word Concedimus to be in any 
© of: the ſaid Confirmations-: And that all, Writs, 
* Commiſſions and Dependants of the ſame, made by 
© the King's Council, relating to this Parliament, be 
confirmed by the Authority of the ſame.” +271 
And whereas the late King Heury V. conſtituted 
and appointed Henry Lord Htz-hugh, Walter Hun- 
« gerford, Halter Beauebamp, Lewis Robſart, William 
Porter, Robert Babthorpe: Fohn bod, and Fohn 
© Leventharpe Eſquires, Executors of his laſt Will 
« and Teſtament, the King granteth, now, to them 
40500 Marks for the Performance of the ſaid Will. 
Nineteen Marks due to the Executors of Harry IV. 
by Overſight of the Supetviſars of the ſaid Will from 
© the Duke of Glace er, and other Lords there named'; 
A Schedule thereto annexed, containeth the King's 
Letters Patents for the ſaid Sum. a 
The Commons, Rh the Aſſent of the Biſhops 


and Lords, grant to the King the ſame Subſidy on A Subſidy, 


Woollen or Staple-Wares, Tunnage and Poundage 
* as formerly, for tuo Veats to come“. And it was 


7 
alſo, enactod, That ell ſuch, Petitions as are not de- Abe. renee 
at 


f a during the Mis» 
King's Council to be concluded according to their nority. 


© tetmined in this Parliament, ſhall be referred to the 


* Ditcretions Allo, certain Biſhops, and Lords, and 
© others were then named to be Counſellors and A ſſiſ- 
© tants to the Lord Protector in the Governance afore- 
© ſaid. And, that all Juſtices of Peace, Sheriffs, Eſ- 
* cheators, Collectors of the Cuſtoms, Comptrollers, 
© Weighers, Searchcrs and other Officers be placed, or 

| * Ciſplaced 


cc Ragin 
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King Henry vi. diſplaced, at their Determination. That theſe Coun- 


Several good 
Laws paſs d. 


* ſellors may have the Advantage of all manner of 
* Wards, Marriages, Farms, and other Caſualties of 
© the Crown. And that nothing be ordained in Coun- 
© cil but by Six at the leaſt, or more; and, in all great 
* Cauſes, by all, or the greateſt Part of them; and, 
* when the King is to be conferred withal, that nothing 
de done without the Aſſents of the Dukes of Bedford 
and Glocefier, That the Treaſurer of England and 
the two Chambetlains of the Exchequer may have 
© each of them a Key to the King's Receipt z but that 
they be ſworn in Council, to make none privy thereto 
but the Members thereof, That the Clerks of the 
Council be ſworn to take down duly the Names of 
© ſuch of the Councellots as attend, and to regiſter truly 
© all their Ordinafices'. All which Articles were en- 
ated and confirmed by Parliament; with a Proviſo, 
© That all fuch Officers, as held the ſame for Life, or 
© otherwiſe, may be allowed to appoint Deputies, any 
of theſe Articles notwithſtanding”. 

Theſe excellent Rules and Ordinances being ratified 
in Parliament, all poſſible Care was taken for the good 
Governance of the Realm, during the King's Minori- 
ty. The other moſt memorable Tranſactions of this 
Parliament were, Firſt, a Statute was enacted That all 
* ſuch as were impriſoned it any of the King's Goals 
© fur Hereſy, or Lallardy, ſhould be delivered to the Or- 
* dinary to be puniſhed”. J 

VU pon two Petitions of Katherine Queen Dowager 
* of England, the King, in Performance of the League 
made between the French King and Henry the 
Fifth h's Father, by two Letters Patents granted to 
the ſaid Queen for her Dowry, ſundry Manors, Cui- 
* toms, and other Hereditamenis in the Principalty of 
* Waits, and Dutchy of Lancaſter, there named, to 
* the clear Yearly Value of 20,000 Marks; all which 
* Dowry and Letters Patents were confirmed in Parlia- 
ment with ſeveral Proviſo's. $01.28 

Ann, Counteſs of Stafford, Daughter and Heir of 
Eleanor one of the Daughters and Heirs of Humphty 
de Habun late Earl of Hereford, Efjex and Northamp- 
tau, and Conſtable of England, recited a 1 

ma 
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made between Henry Fifth and her, of the ſaid Earl's King Henry vl. 


Inheritance, in the ninth of his Reign, at which 
Time certain Knights Fees in Groſs were not divid- 
ed; wherefore, She now prayeth Remedy for thoſe, 
© as well as concerning certain Members belonging to 
the Caſtle of Brechnoch in Wales. Anfiver, The 
King's Council ſhall have Power, by Authority of 
Parliament, to ſettle the ſameꝰ. | 

« Bartholemew Gold-better, Maſter of the Mint, with- 
© in the Tower, * — larget Commiſſion, touching 
* the Coinage and Exchange of Money, in the faid 
Tower, although it be ordered by the King that no 
Minter ſhould hold the Exchange; an Ordinance was 
made that the ſaid Maſter ſhould keep the Exchange 
till the next Parliament, ſo that he take not above 
Three- half pence for the Exchange of a Noble.” 

It was etacted, that Thomas Chaucer, Chief Butler 
© to the King, ſhall hold the ſaid Office duting his Life, 
according to the Letters Patents made to his Father 
* Geoffty Chaucer, and to himſelf by King Henry IV.” 

A Statute was made * That the King's Council 
might aſſign Money to be coined in as many Places 
as they pleaſed. — Another, That all the Statutes re- 
© lating to Purveyors ſhall be proclaimed, in every 
County, four Times in a Year. — What Sort of [ri/b- 
© men, only, may come todwell in England, 

That the Maſter of the Mint ſhall fend to the Mint 
© to be coined, all the Gold and Silver that ſhall come 
© to his Hands by Exchange. A cettatn Allowance 
* ſhall be made to thoſe who were returned to ſerve 


King Henry V. in his Wars out of the Gains of the 


War (d). Thoſe Jewels which King Henry V. did 
mortgage, ſhall he redeemed or forfeited, ſaving the 
* Jewels of the Crown (e). 

The laſt Thing that we find worth Notice, amongſt 
the Tranſactions of this Parliament, is That Humphry 
© Duke of Glaceſter had granted to him, by Authority 
© of the ſaid Parliament, the Offices of Lord Great 
* Chamberlain and Conſtable of England with - the 

* Profits 


(d) Theſe are ſaid to be maimed or decrepid Soldiers, called now Invalids, 
(s) Statutes at lr An, Primo HEX. VI. Cap. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
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King Henry VI. Profits thereunto belonging, to continue to him dur- 


Anno Regni 2. 


ing the King's Pleaſure”. 


The next Year another Parliament was called by 


. Writs, dated September the firſt, returnable on the twen- 


tieth Day of Oober following. It is remarkable, that a 
much ſmaller Number of Peers were ſummoned to this 
and the laſt Parliament, than uſually; from whence we 
conclude, that the greateſt Part of the Eng//b Nobility, 
at that Time, were engaged abroad, as Governors of 
ſome canquered City, Town, or Fortreſs; or other- 
wiſe witheld by, ſome: important Poſt in the Army. 


1423. 
Ar Weſtminſter. A Liſt of thoſe called to this Meeting is as follows. 


Humphry, Duke of Gl- William, Lord Bottreaux, 


a Thomas, Lord Dacre of 
Henry, Eail of Northum- Gilfland, 8 
berland, Wilkam, Lord Clinton 


Ralph, Earl of Weſimore- Miliam, Lord Harring- 


land. Ton, 


Thamas, Lord D- la Marr, Thomas, Earl Marſhal, 


IWilliam, Lord Ferrers of Edmond, Earl of 1 
Groly, March, ; / 
John, Lord Welles, Thomas, Duke of Exe- ; 
John, Lord Grayſ/lock, a | (f) 
Reginald, Lord Grey of Richard, Earl of War- 

Ruthin, © _- wick, 


John, Lord Latymer, Ir. Lord Audley, # 
Richard, Lord Strange, . Richard, Lord Cromd ell, 
Robert, Lord Paynings, -. Henry, Lord Fitz- Hugh. 


On the Day of the Meeting of this Parliament, a 
Commiſſion was again read to conſtitute the Duke of 
Glece/ler Lord Preſident (g); and, by his Command, the 
Biſhop of Durham, Lord Chancellor, opened the Cauſe 
of the Summons, under this Text, 


Deum timete, Regem honorificate. 
On theſe Words he argued, That we ought to fear 
God, even, with a Child-like Fear; guoniam qui 
timet 


) Theſe four are placed in both the Lifts after ſeveral of the Barons. 
Omitted in this Liſt, James, Lord Berkeley, 


(g The Commiſſion is in the Publick Att; dated at Weftminfter, Ofobrr 
19. Tom. X. P. 310. | 
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* timet Deum, dil git eum, et tunc illuminabitur Cor King Henry VI. 


eius. And that the King ought to be honoured, ſince 
now this Realm had attained their Wiſh; which 
* was, that the King of England might alſo be King of 
* France. And ſince this great Undertaking was brought 
* about by the Labour and Conqueſts of their preſent 
King's Father, they ought to honour him equally for 
© it; for Omnis qui diligit eum qui genuit, diligit eum 
© quinalus eff. 

© That all the Lords of the Council, appointed by the 
© laſt Parliament for the Regency, and for the due Ob- 
© ſervation of the Peace, during the King's Minority, 
* were allembled ; in order to take the Advice and Con- 
* ſent of Parliament, towards perfefting the fame.” 
Then, he defired the Commons to chuſe their Speaker 
and preſent him to the Duke, the King's Commiſſioner 
in this Parliament.” 


The Receivers and Tryers of Petitions being appoint- John Rude! Eq 
ed, the Commons preſented John Ruſſel Eſq; as their choſen Speaker. 


Speaker, who with the uſual Proteſtation was allowed. 

And whereas, ohn Lord Talbot of Furnival, be- 
© ing the King's Lieutenant of /reland, had accuſed 
James Butler, Earl of Ormond, of certain Treaſons; 
* which Accuſation was then 72 before John 
* Duke of Bedford, Conſtable of England, in his Mar- 
* ſhal's Court; the King, to take up the Matter be- 
* twixt them, doth, by Aſſent of Parliament, utterly 
© abolia the ſaid Accuſation, and all Suits upon the 
* ſame.* The Accuſations are particularly recited in 
the Record, | 
A Committee of the Commons were appointed to 
wait upon the Duke of G/efter, and to give him their 
hearty Thanks for vouchſafing to communicate to them 
the Treaty with the Suti Ambaflidor, for the Delive- 
ry and Marriage of Fames King of Scotland, which they 
greatly approved of. 

An Ordinance was made. That the Mint-Maſter in 
© the Tower ſhall keep the Exchange, allowed him b 
the laſt Parliament, during the King's Pleaſure. And, 
it was enacted, at the Petition of the Northern Counties, 
* That a Coinage ſhould be at York, during the King's 


* Pleaſure; and that all Perſons do bring in their Gold, 
Vo. II. M © there 
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King Henry VI. © there to be new coined, which is not of full Weight. 
Theſe are all the Acts and Ordinances, which the 
Alridger has thought proper to take Notice of, made in 
the Firſt Seſſion of this Parliament, which was adjourn- 
ed the 17th Day of December, on account of the ap- 
proaching Feſtival, to the 15th of January following. 
Oa the Day prefix'd being again aſſembled, the firſt 
Thing worth Notice thar they went upon was, That 
on the Petition of the Executors of the laſt Will of 
* Henry IV. the King had by his Letters Patents aſſigu- 
* ed the Payment of 40,000 Marks to the Executors of 
Henry V. to the End that the laſt Executors ſhould 
| © pay the firſt, and, alſo, diſcharge the Will of Henry V. 
1 * which Letters Patents were confirmed by Parlia- 
| ment. The ſaid Executors prayed, that they might 
F © havethe Jewels, Plate, and Goods of the ſaid King 
| Henry V. to the Value of 40,000 Marks, which was 
1 ar _—_ granted. And that the ſaid Executors ſhall have all the 
1 bats King's ce. Wards, Marriages, Goods, Debts and Chattels, which 
|. De. te. vyere the ſaid King's for the Payment of his Debts.“ But 
14 then it was enacted, That the Executors of both the 
1 © Jate Kings ſhall pay all their Debts; as well thoſe due 
1 by Talley as by Debentures'. At the ſame Time an Act 
was paſſed, To ſecure thoſe Perſons who had only the 
* late King's Jewels in Pawn, and that they ſhould not 
be obliged to deliver the ſame till their Debts were paid. 
And that the Biſhop of Wincheſter, who lent the King 
< 20,000 Marks cn the Crown, ſhould have Letters Pa- 
© tents io receive the faid Sum out of the Cuſtoms, 
The Biſhop of Durham, Executor to Henry Bowet 
late Archbiſhop of York, and others, petitioned the Parlia- 
ment To order the Payment of goo Pounds lent to 
King Henry V. on a Tabernacle of Gold, once be- 
* longing to the Duke of Lancaſter ; and to be diſcharg- 
© ed from the ſaid Executors on the Delivery of the 
* ſaid Tabernacle ; which, by common Aſſent, was con- 
* firmed', On the Petition of Katherine Queen of Eng- 
* land, a new Dower was afligned her, inſtead of the 
* other granted by the laſt Parliament, it being, in man 
Places, found faulty and erroneous. Laſtly, Jahn Stef 
* ford, Treaſurer of England, by his Petition, prayed, 
That the Schedule, indented, made between him on 
Boy | the 
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© the one Part, and the Executors of Henry V. on the kiag Heniy vl. 


© other; relating to the Goods of the faid King, deli- 
© yer'd to the ſaid Executors, to the Value of 40,c00 
Marks, might be confirmed by Parliament, and he 
© be diſcharg'd thereof; which was ted.” Cotton 
remarks that the Inventory of theſe Goods are on the 
Record, containing the Jewels, Cloths of Arras, Ap- 
parel, and other Particulars, with the Prices an- 
nex'd to them; wherein, adds he, may be ſeen the 
Frugality of the late King, there being ſome plain 
Gowns of his not worth forty Shillings, with other leſs 
coſtly Apparel, and ſuch as the worſt Pages of the leaſt 
Nobleman, in our Days, would ſcorn to wear. 

The Parliament having thus honourably provided for 
the Payment of the late King's Debts, an Affair of 
more publick Concern came before them. James, 


King of Scotland, had been a Priſoner in England, ever A Peace with 
ſince the Reign of Henry the Fourth; wherein the Po- the Scots. 


licy rather than the Juſtice of this Detention, muſt be 
commended. However, it was now thought, that if 
the Scotch King was ſet at Liberty, Things might be fo 
manag'd with him, that a firm and laſting Peace might 
be eſtabliſh'd between the two Nations. And leſt the 
Obligation ſhould be too ſoon forgot, it was alſo pro- 
pos'd to give him to Wife Jane, Daughter to John 
Duke of Somer/et, and Coufin-German to the young 
King (5). Accordingly, by Letters Patents, directed 
to certain Biſhops aud others, a Treaty was ſet on 
Foot at Durham, between the Commiſſioners of both 
Nations; and the ſaid Letters Patents were not only 
confirmed by this Parliament, but the Power to deli- 
ver up the King of Scots, on the Conditions agreed on, 
was alſo ratified by them. The Scotch King was releaſ- 
ed from his Captivity of eighteen Years, and marry'd 
to the Lady, with whom he had a large Dower, be- 
ſides many Gifts of Plate and Jewels, which her Kin- 
dred of the Nobility preſented them with. At his De- 
parture, he was alſo induc'd to take an Oath of Friend- 
ſhip and Fidelity, ſay ſome ; or as other Hiſtorians 

M 2 write, 


(5) The moſt beautiful Woman of her Time, with whom he was 
delpetately in Love. 
Buchaxan's Hiſt, of Scotland, by Bond, Vol. I. p. 444+ 
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King Henry VI. write, did Homage to the young King of England, at 
his Caſtle of Windſor ; wherein he own'd that he held 
15 and claimed his Kingdom under a ſuperior Lord (i). But 
what are Oaths or Bonds to Kings? James, ſoon after 
his Arrival in Scotland, forgot them; and either out of a 
natural Affection to the French Nation, or elſe being de- 
ſirous to ſhake off all Badges of Subjection to the Exg- 
J, he entred into a ſtrift League with the King of 
France, and entirely deſerted the other's Intereſt. 
Petitions in Par- The reſt of the Proceedings of this Parliament we 
lament, ſhall range as follows : 
Edmund, Earl of March, Son and Heir to Roger 
Earl of March, preſented a Petition, wherein he ſhew- 
ed, that King Henry V. for the Sum of 10,000 Marks, 
paid to certain of the King's Creditors by the ſaid Earl, 
promis'd to him, by Word of Mouth, his own Mar- 
riage, he being then the King's Ward, which he re- 
queſts may be confirmed by Parliament ; and it was 
granted. | 
Thomas, Duke of Exeter reported, how, that th 
late King, a little before his Death, much repented 
him to the ſaid Duke, for confiſcating the Land of the 
Lord Scrope, upon the Attainder of Henry, the laſt 
Lord, and his Beheading at Northampton ; becauſe, he 
fince underſtood that the ſaid Eſtate was entail'd upon 
Geefrey, Stephen, and John le Scrope, his Brothers; and 
that the Lord Fitz- Hugh and William Perter, to 
whom Part of the ſaid Lands were given, were con- 
tented, on Proof of the Entail, to make Reſtitution 
of the fame. But we do not find what the Parliament 
did further in it. 


On 


-(i) The Oath was in theſe Words, © I James Steward, King of 
Scotland, ſhall be true and faithful unto you Lord Henry, by the Grace 
© of God, King of England and France, the noble and ſuperior Lord of 
the Kingdom of Scorland, which I hold and claim of you. And, I 
| ©* ſhall bear you my Faith and Fidelity of Life and Limb, and word!y 

1 Honour, againſt all Men; and faithfully 1 ſhall acknowledge and do 
1 © you Service due for the Kingdom of Scotland aſoreſaid; ſo help me 
| [ * God, and theſe holy Evangeliſts. — Chron. p. 587. 

1 Buchanan, according to his uſual Partiality, mentions this Oath but 
ſlightly ; and beſtows a whole Page or two in excuſing it and the — x 
from any Ingratitude to the Engliſþ Nation, by fiding with the French, 
He was afterwards inhumanly murder d by his own Subjects. 

Bond's Tranſlat, Vol I. p. 464. 
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On the Petition of Joan, Queen of England, Wife King Heary VI. 


to King Henry IV. the. King, by Conſent of Parlia- 
ment, reſtor'd to her all her Dower, and the Arrears 
of the He with all her Goods that were taken from 
her (4). | 

At the Petition of the Maſter and Brethren of the 
Hoſpital of St Leonard's in York, it was enacted, * That 
they ſhould enjoy all their Threaves of Corn, within 
© the Counties of York, Cumberland, Weſtmoreland, and 
s Lancaſhire 3; and that they may recover the ſame by 
© an Action of Debt or Detinue.” This Statute was 
made remarkable, by being the firſt Occaſion of a great 
Revolution which happened ſome Years after, 

It was enacted, That if _ Perſon ſhould carry out 
of the Realm any Staple-Ware, ſrom the Staple of 
* Caliceuncuſtom'd, he ſhall forfeit the ſame, and make 
* Fineand Ranſom at.the King's Pleaſure. Allo, that 
* no Licence be granted to any Perſon to traniport any 
flight Looms, out of Hampſhire, Kent, Su//ex, and 
Vorl; but only to Calice.” But this laſt was only to 
continue to the next Parliament. 

Two Foreign Ladies of Quality, who had been 
marry'd, the one to the Duke ot Bedford, and the other 
to the Duke of Glocefler, were naturaliz'd this Parlia- 
ment. The former was Ann, Siſter to Philip Duke 
of Burgundy, and Wife to Fohn Duke of Bedford, 
Regent of France; the latter was Jaguet, or 7aqueline, 
iole Daughter and Heireſs to Milliam Duke of Bava- 
ria, who was married to Humphrey, Duke of Gloceſter. 
This Princeſs, by her Father's Death, had the Govern- 
ment of the Earldoms of Hainault and Holland, two 
large and populous Countries, deſcended to her ; and, 
tho” marry'd to John, Duke of Brabant, yet on Pre- 
tence that her Husband was too nearly related to her, 
before Marriage; or, as others ſay, for his unkind Uſage 
of her; ſhe left him and came into England, where 
ſhe ſoon after became Duke Humphrey's Wife, to the 
great Diſpleaſure of her former Husband; and in the 
End prov'd the Ruin of the Exgliſb Intereſt in France, 

Sir Jabn Mortimer, of Biſhip's Hatfie!ld in the 

M 3 County 


) See before, p. 161. 
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King Henry VI. County of Hertford, having been indicted on the Oath 
of one King, Servant to bir Robert Scot, Keeper of the 


An Expef Face Tower of London, upon the Statute of Eſcapes ; an Act 
Act, againſt Sir 
John Mortimer, 


was made this Parliament on Purpoſe to deftroy him, 
alledging ſeveral other Articles againſt him, As firſt, 


That the ſaid Sir Jahn had contrived, with him, to break 


out of his Impriſonment, and had promis d him imme- 
diately a Reward of forty Pounds a Year, to be aiding 
and aſſiſting to him in his Eſcape ; and afterwards ay 
Earldom. Second, That the faid Sir John told him, 
that after his Eſcape he would go into Vales to the 
Earl of March, and having rais'd 40, ooo Men, would 
enter the Kingdom again, and cut off the Heads of the 
Protector and the Biſhop of incbeſter. Third, he 
had told this Informant, T hat the Earl of March was 
rightful Heir to the Crown of Englend, and that after 
him he was the next Heir; wherefore, if the Earl of 
March refug'd to recover his Right, he himſelf would 
take upon him the Regal Power as his Due. Laſtly, 
That when he came into Wales, if the Earl of March 
would not accept his Service, nor engage in the Cauſe, 
he would then fly into France, and aſſiſt the French 
King againſt King Henry, and did not doubt but in the 
End he ſhould gain his Deſign (JJ. 

It appears by the Record, that this Sir 7a Morti- 
mer had been committed Priſoner to the Tower, for 
Suſpicion of T reaſon done againſt the late King, from 
whence he had made his Eſcape the firſt Year of this 
Reign. For which Eſcape alone, we ſuppoſe, he was 
indicted, and this Indictment, by the Authority of Par- 
liament, was allow'd to be good; and the ſaid Sir Fon 
being again apprehended and brought before this Parlia- 
ment, Judgment was given againſt him, to be carried 
back to the Tower, and drawn from thence to Tyburn, 
there to be hanged, drawn, and quartered ; his Head 
ſet on London Bridge, and his four Quarters on the 
four Gates of the City. A ſtrange Judgment and Sen- 
tence, ſays Cotton, that any Man in a peaceable Time 
ſhould be condemned on a bare Indiftment, without 
any Arraignment or due Trial. But, it is not to be 
wondered at, when we conſider that the Jealouſy the 


Houſe 
(1) Sam. Danicl in Kenna, P. 348. i 
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Houſe of Lancaſter conceived againſt any Commotion King Henry VI. 


in Favour of the Houſe of Lor, was the Occaſion of 
this Deſcendant of the latter being took off by ſo ille- 
gal and arbitrary a 3 On whoſe Death, ſays 
an old Hiſtorian (m), great Slander aroſe to the Con- 
trivers of it. And another () remarks, that his Faults 
were believed to be Calumnies, and himſelf brought to 
ſo ignominious an End for that alone, which, by vul- 
gar Politicians, is called Reaſons of State, The Earl of 
March, the immediate Heir, was, we may believe, more 
than ſuſpeCted ; but nothing being proved againſt him, it 
was thought politic to ſend him over into /reland, with 
Forces to ſecure that Kingdom, where he ſoon after died, 
without Iſſue, whoſe Inheritance deſcended to Richard 
Plantagenet Son and Heir to Richard Earl of Cam- 
bridge, beheaded at Southampton in the late Reign (o). 
There are ſeveral more As and Ordinances made 
in this Parliament, which may be ſeen in the Abridge- 
ment and in the Statutes at Large ; and having fat till 


the 18th of February, on that Day they granted the a Subſdy. 


King the ſame Subſidy on Tonnage and Poundage as 
In t 
Strangers ſhall only pay 43 5. and 4d. Duty on ever 
Sack of Wool, notwithſtanding the Grant made in“ 
the ſeventh Year of the laſt Reign. They next ap- 
pointed and named the Biſhops and Lords, with other 
Perſons that were to be of the King's Council. All 
which Perſons took upon them to act, on certain Rules 
and Articles aſſigned them, far ſtricter than the laſt, 
and very derogatory to the Power of the Protector. 
Amongſt the reſt, ſays Cotten, one carries with it a 
very good Face of Juſtice, viz. That the Clerk of the 
Council ſhall be ſworn, alway, to prefer and promote 
the pooreſt Man's Suit, or Bill, before apy other; and 
that the King's Sergeant ſhall take no Money for any 
Countel therein. 

The French War was ſtill carried on by the Regent 
againſt the Dauphin, who was, by his Party, ftiled 


Charles the Seventh, with various Succeſs ; whilſt the 
M 4 Protector 


(n) Har r.*: Chron, See alſo, J. Stowe, P. 365. 
fr) Browyr': IH. of the Citi Wars betercen the Houſer of York ard 


Lancaſter, P. 25. Hen, VI. 
% Ibid. P. 365. 


laſt. It was, alſo, enacted, That Merchant- The Protector's 
— 


184 The Parliamentary His ToR yY 


King Henry VI. Protector, England being loaded with many difficult 


Anno Regni 3. 


Affairs of State, thought fit to call another Parliament, 
in order to extricate himſelf out of them. The Writs 
of Summons were dated the 24th of February, and re- 
turnable, at Neſtminſter, the laſt Day of April follow- 
ing. The Protector and Council thought it neceſſary, 
in order to engage both Lords and Commons more 
zealouſly in their Intereſts, to bring the Infant-King 
into the Houſe ; and, accordingly, on the Day of 
their Meeting, he was carried thro* the City, on a 
great Horſe, to Weſtmin/ier. The People flock'd in 
great Multitudes to behold him; and imagining with 
themſelves that they could diſcern the Features and Ver- 
tues of his Father, to be tranſplanted into him by Na- 
ture, they loaded him with loud Acclamations and 
hearty Wiſhes of a long and happy Life (p). Being 
come to the Palace, he was from thence conducted to 
the Houſe of Lords, and fat on his Mother's Knee in 
the Throne. It was a ſtrange Sight, ſays one, and the 
firſtTime it ever was ſeen in England, an Infant fitting in 
his Mother's Lap, and before it could tell what Engl; 


meant, to exerciſe the Place of Sovereign Direction in 


open Parliament (g). Yet, ſo it was, for the Com- 
mors being called, the Biſhop of Vincheſter, then Lord 
Chancellor, opened the Cauſe of the Summons in Man- 
ner following; 

For the Head of his Diſcourſe he choſe theſe, Words, 
Glria, Honor, et Pax, emni oferanti Bonum; this he 
divided into three Branches, viz. Bonum honeftum, which 
confiſted in the due Obedience of the dubject; Bonum 4 

leabils 


) Hart's Chronicle Fol, XXIII. 3 Henry VI. Hellingſhead, 589+ 
rf. gives an Account of this Praia in theſe Words, * Two — 
« before the Parlement met, the Kinge with the Queene his Moder came 
* thorugh the Cytye from Wendeſore, and when he came at the Weſt 
© Dore of Poulys, the Lorde Protecter toke him out of the Chare, and 
© ſo was ledd upon his Fete, between the Sayde Lorde Protectour and the 
* Duke of Exeter unto the Steppes goyng into the Quyer. From whence 
© he was borne unta the hygh Aulter, and there kneled on a Traverſe 
« purveyed for hym. And when he had ben there he yode to the Rode of 
the North Dore and there made his Offerynges. And then was he borne in- 
to the Church yerde, and there ſet upon a fayre Courſer, and ſo conveyed 
© thorugh Chepe and the other Streetes of the Cytye unto S. George's 
Barre, and io held his ſournay to his Manour of Kenyngton. In the ſame 
Manner he was conveyed thorugh the Cytye to Weſtmirfter to mete the 
Parlement.“ Fabians Chron, Part 7. Fol, 181. 

7 Speed” s Chren. P. 651. a 
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lectabilt, which was giving good Council; and Bouum King Henry VI. 


utile, which was the free and willing Relief they owed 
to their Prince and Commonwealth. _ 

By the firſt, he argued that God was moſt glorified ; 
by the ſecond, the Prince beſt honoured ; by the third, 
the Subject's Safety better guarded. According to the 
ſaying in St. Luke, Gloria in excelſis Deo, in Terra Pax, 
et Hominibus bona Voluntas. Glory is given to God by due 
Obedience in the Subjects; the Prince is honoured by 
having ſound Advice given him ; and the Subjects go- 
verned in Peace by relieving their Prince. And, in 
this he affirmed, that Princes ought to be obeyed tho' they 
were evil; according to the Command of St. Peter, 
obedite Præpoſitis; for although they were not good in 
themſelves, yet, as they commanded many good T hings 
to be obſerved, they ought to be obeyed; and put them 
in mind that, Sicut Princeps tenetur regere regaliter, ſic 
Plebs abedire. 

On his ſecond Diviſion, relating to ſound Counſel, 
he urged this Text, Salus ubi multa Conſilia, and told 
them that an Elephant had three Properties, the one, in 
that he wanted a Gall; the ſecond for that he was in- 
flexible and could not bow ; and the third, in that he 
was of a moſt ſound and perfect Memory; all which 
Properties, by Application, he wiſhed might be in all 
Counſellors. That for their wanting a Gall, they 
might be thereby free from all Malice, Rancor and 
Envy ; by being inflexible, that they ſhould not ſtoop 
to any Reward, nor in Judgment reſpect any Perſon; 
and of a found Memory, that they by calling to mind 
Dangers paſt, might prevent Perils to come (7). 

His laſt Topic, for the Relief of the King; he urged 
that it ought to be done with all Readineſs of Mind, con- 
ſidering that God, by the young Prince, his choſen Veſ- 
ſel, there before them, had not only governed them in 
Safety, but had, alto, given to them many honourable 
Victories and great Conqueſts; all which ought to en- 
force them more willingly to offer, that their Grants 
ſhould be more readily taken. Laſtly, he defired the 
Commons to go together and chuſe their Speaker and 

preſent 


( Lord Cotes Character of a Member of Parliament, burlesqu'd by 
Dr. Swift, ſeems to have been borrow'd from this Speech. 
Swir T's Miſcellaries, Vol. 4. 
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8 preſent him the next Day. Accordingly, they preſent- 
I 5 ed Sir Thomas Nanton Knight, for their Speaker, before 
Sir Thomss the King and Lords, whoſe Excuſe being not allowed, 
— be, with the uſual Proteſtation, was accepted of, 

But the Bufineſs of this Seſſion was much interrupted, 
by a Quarrel between two great Men about a Right of 

John Mowbray, Earl Marſhal, and Kicb- 
ard Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, were the two An- 
tagoniſts; and each laid Claim to the higher Place in 
the Parliament-Houſe. They were, however, com- 
manded not to come to the Houte, till the Matter be- 
tween them was fully heard; and learned Counſel was al- 
lowed them to plead and ſpeak to their reſpective Claims. 
The Duke of Glocefler,/as Protector, with the Biſhops and 
the reſt of the Peers fat as Judges; and they, with the 
Members of the Lower Houſe, were all ſworn to give up- 
right Judgment in the Cauſe, without Favour or Affection. 

The Commons dir Robert Cotton, in his Abridgment, has taken Pains 
conſulted in a to extract, from the Record, the Subſtance of the Pleas 
Caſe of Prece- on both Sides; which is prefixed to his Account of the 
. Proceedings of this Parliament. Therein the Pedigrees of 

thoſe two ancient and noble Families are fairly ſet forth, 
in order to ſupport their ſeyeral Claims. 

For proving the Earl Aarſbal's Title, Roger Hunt, 
his Counſel, exhibited to the Lords a Pedigree, where - 
in it was demonſtrated, that the ſaid Earl Mar/ha! came 
of the Royal Blood, and gave the. Arms of England, 
with a Difference, in his Eſcutcheon. The faid Pedi- 
gree deduced the Earl Manſbal trom King Eqgward I. 
and ſhewed the Earl to be allied in Blood to the preſent 
King, from Thomas Earl of Lancaſter. It, alſo, ſnewed 
that the ſaid Earl was related tothe King by the Line of 
the Earl of Arundel. Wherefore the Counſel pleaded, 
that his Client ſhould have the Preſerence. 

Sir [alter Beauchamp, Counſel for the Earl of Har- 
wick, produced, alſo, a Pedigree; and, in ſhewing the 
great Antiquity of the Family, he proved, by many 
Authorities, that Antiquity hath had Superiority to the 
Blood Royal. By thcſe Arguments he enforced the 
Title of the Earl o J/arwick; but inſiſted, chiefly, on 
the ſaid Earl's great Poſſeſſions; which he made the 


ſtrongeſt Plea in his Favour. 
The 
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The Counſel for both theſe Earls having finiſhed King Henry VI. 
their Pleas and demanded Judgment ; it might perhaps 
have perplexed the Miniſtry how to pleaſe them both, 
but, that a Method was deviſed to do it effectually. 
The Earl Marſhal had been, privately, required to put 
in his Claim for being reſtored to the Title of Duke of 
Norfolk z according to the Creation of Thomas his Fa- 
ther, and as Brother and Heir to Thomas, who died with- 
out Iſſue, Son of the ſaid Thomas his Father (s); which 
Claim, when it was publickly made, was, for ſeveral 
Reaſons, granted and confirmed by Parliament, By 
this Way, the Precedency was out of Diſpute betwixt 
them; and the Earl of #arwick was the Occaſion of 
helping his Antagoniſt to the Dukedom againſt his Will; 
which the other, perhaps, would never have obtained 
without it. | 

It may, well, be ſuppoſed, that this Diſpute between 
theſe two Noblemen took up the whole Buſineſs of the 
Parliament this firſt Seſſion ; for we meet with no other 
Proceeding till May 15th, when the Duke of Glocefter, 
by Commiſſion under the King's Letters Patents, pro- 
rogued it for a Week longer. 

The Firſt Things we and that they went upon, in 
this ſecond Seſſion, was by common Aſſent, to grant, A Subſily. 
as an Aid, the former Subſidy on Wools for three 
Years longer; and Tonnage and Poundage for one 
Year; upon Condition, that foreign Merchants ſhould 
be ſtrictly looked to for their Duties, 

The Lords of Parliament, by Name, promiſed, on 
their Honours, that they would not hinder the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter, but further ſuch Security as he ſhould 
obtain from the King, for Money by him lent to the Go- 
vernment. And, it was enacted, 'T hat the King's Coun- 
cil ſhould have Power to give Securities to the ſaid Bi- 
ſhop, and to other of the King's Creditors for ſuch 
Debts as were due to them. Allo, the ſaid Biſhop hav- 
ing obtained the King's Letters Patents to receive 20,000 
Pounds, out of the firſt Money ariſing from the King's 
Cuſtoms or Revenues of the Crown, the ſame was con- 
firmed to him by Parliament. 

Sir John Cornwal Knight, Father-in- Law to the Earl 
of Huntington, then Priſoner to the Earl of Fendaſne in 
. France 
% He was beheaded for High Treaſon againſt Henry IV. 


Petitions. 
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France, having, by Aſſignment, the Wardenſhip of 
the Body and Lands of John Arundel, Son and Heir of 
Fohn Arundel of Arundel Knight, except 500 Marks 
payable to the King, petitioneth, that the Yearly Rent 
of the ſaid Eſtate might go towards Payment of 1800 
Marks, diſburſed to the Earl of Vendoſine, towards the 
Ranſom. of the ſaid Earl of Huntington; which was 
granted. And, at the Petition of the ſaid Earl, the 
Lords of Gancourt and Takervite, French Priſoners, 
were delivered to the ſaid Sir John Cornwal for 5000 
Marks diſburſed in Part of the ſaid Earl's Ranſom. 

On Petition of Ann, late Wife to Edmund Earl of 
March and Ulfer (t), it was ordained that the faid Aun 
ſhould have whey her Dower, on finding of any 
Offices after the th of the ſaid Earl, and upon her 
Oath not to marry. That Part relating to the Offices 
we do not underſtand ; but this Lady was the Widow 
of the ſaid Earl of March; and dying without Iſſue, 
he left his Honour and Eſtate to Richard Plantagenet, 
Earl of Cambridge, his Siſter's Son ; who, being there- 
by, Heir to Lionel Duke of Clarence, firſt began the 
Conteſt, between the two Houſes, for the Crown of 
England. 

There are ſeveral other Matters relating to more pri- 
vate Affairs, in the Abridgement, which we ſhall paſs 
over ; and only mention one which has a more public 
Concern, and which Cotton bath given us in theſe 
Words : 

It is enacted, that the Quarrel and Combat, betwixt 
© the Duke of Gleceſſer and the Duke of Burgundy, do 
in no Caſe proceed; but that the ſame by the King's 
Letters Patents be committed to the old French King, 
the King's Mother, and the Regent of France; and 
that the Duke of Burgundy do deliver into indifterent 
Hands the Perſon of my Lord of Glaceſier. | 

It is not eaſy to reconcile this Paragraph to the Hiſ- 

tory 

(tr) This Edmund Earl of March, e. had been a Priſoner of State ever 

fiace the Reign of Henry IV; was grown lame and decrepid with Age and 

Confinement ; but this Y ear was happily releaſed from his Miſery, Hart's 
Chron. 3 Hen. VI. Fol. xxiii, 

Shakeſpear hath given us a fine Scene of this ſume Edmund Mortimer 


gving his laſt Advice to his Nephew Richard Plantagenet, afterwards 
Duke of York, in Priſon, Henry VI. Part firſt, 
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of the Times; it ſeems by this that the old French 

King was ſtill alive, and that the Duke of Glcefer was Kine Henry VI. 
then a Priſoner to the Duke of Burgundy : Whereas all 
Hiſtories agree that the French King had been dead two 
Years before; and that Duke Fumphry was never a 
Priſoner to the other. It muſt be a Miſtake in the 
Abridger, or his Publiſher, in calling it the old French 

King, inſtead of Queen, or the Queen Mother of France; 
and ſome of our Hiſtorians tell us, that it was the Duke 
of Glaceſſer who ſent the Duke of Burgundy a Challenge 
for aſſiſting the Duke of Brabant, in the Affairs of his 
elop'd Wife; and charging him with Treaſon a- 
gainſt the King of England (u). But the Regent of 
France, confidering, that it might be of very ill Conſe- 
quence to the Engl: Intereſt, became a Mediator be- 
tween them, and made a friendly Concluſion, juſt when 
the Heroes had got every Thing prepared for the Com- 
bat. The Duke of Glaceſter had borrowed 20,000 Marks 
of the public Treaſure, to enable him to raiſe Forces 
for the Recovery of his Lady's Dominions in Flanders ; 

which was to be repaid in a certain Term of Years ; 
and it was now ordained, by Parliament, that the Lords 
of the Council ſhould take Securities for it. Duke 
Humphrey was very unſucceſsfull in this Expedition ; for 

he loſt the Lady and her Dominions, alſo; ſhe became 
at laſt reconciled to her ſormer Huſband ; and the Duke, 

to remove the Chagrin of ſuch a Diſappointment mar- 

ried Eleanor, the Daughter of Reginald Lord Cobham, 

who had before been his Miſtreſs ; which proved a very 
unfortunate Match to him (x). 

There were ſeveral Acts made for the public Bene- 

fit this Parliament. The chief of which are, I. A- Several ac; 
gainſt the Exportation of Sheep beyond Sea, without the paſs'd for the ge- 
King's Licence ; becauſe by carrying of Sheep into — — 
Flanders, and other Parts, the Wool of England would 

at length become of little Value, and the Woollen Ma- 

nufacture of the Nation be greatly diminiſhed. To 

remedy this, they laid on a heavy Tax of forty 

| three 


(u) Biondi ſeys otherways, and makes the Challenge come from 
Philip Duke of Burgundy to the Duke of Glocefter, for reflecti ng upon his 
Honour in this Affair. Biondi's Henry VI. P. 26. 

(*) Sam, Daniel in Kennet P. 35%. Sperd's Chron, P. 653, 
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King Henry V1, three Shillings a Sack upon exported Wools, which was 


nrrel between 


ten Shillings more than ever was paid before for the 
like Quantity. II. For the Exportation of Butter and 
Cheeſe, to encourage Huſbandry z giving the Chancel- 
lor of England leave to grant Licences, at his Diſcretion, 
to ſuch Perſons as ſhall defire to vend the faid Articles 
in foreign Parts, as well as at the great Staple at Calis. 
III. That all Merchant Strangers, within fifteen Days 
after they are landed, in any Port of this Kingdom, 
ſhall take Lodgings or other Habitations, in the Town 
or Place where the Port is, under ſome Engliſhmen ; 
and ſhall not make any Sale of any Goods or Merchan- 
dize till they are ſo ſettled ; and then ſhall fell all their 
Merchandize within forty Days next enſuing ; and if 
any Goods remain unſold after that Time they ſhall be 
forfeired to the King's Uſe. This Act was intended 
for a double Benefit ; firſt, that the King might not 
be defrauded of his Cuſtoms ; and next, that Strangers 
might not by keeping of ther Goods and Merchandizes, 
underſtand the Wants of the Nation and ſo raiſe the 
Prices. After paſſing theſe, and ſeveral more Acts, the 
Parliament was diflolved, and the Members ſent back 
into their own Countries ( y). 

About this Time it was, that a dangerous Qnarrel was 


Q 
the Lord Protec- ſet on Foot between two very great Men, both chief 
tor, and the Bi- 
ſhop of Win- 
cheſter, reterr'd 
to Parliament, 


Supporters to the Houſe of Lancaſter, Humphrey Lord 
Protector, and Henry Beaufort, the rich Biſhop of 

IVincheſter, great Uncle to the King. 
he latter: of theſe, by his Magnificence and Gran- 
deur, ſeemed ſo much to out-ſhine the Protector him- 
felf, tho' almoſt on the Throne, that he drew on him 
the Odium and Jealouſy of the other. The haughty: 
Spirit of the Biſhop, being Legate to the Pope in Eng- 
laid, was ſo great, that the Protector could not en- 
dure his Pride; and ſuch an implacable Enmity grew 
between them, that great Parties were raiſed, on both 
Sides, fur each other's Defence. In ſhort, a civil War 
was much dreaded would be the Conſequence z and, all 
| their 


A Petition of the Commons was exhibited this Parliament, That 
all 3 Vicars, and others, having Cures, and not reſident upon them, 
may forfeit their Benefices ; one halt to the King and the other half to 
the Patron. An/zver. The King bath commanied the Archbiſhops of 
Cortertir y and Yorkto provide a Remedy. Cotton, 581. 
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their mutual Friends could do, was not ſufficient to King Henry VI. 
pacify the Mind of the Protector, or to make the 
Prelate yield any further, than, as he thought, was be- 
coming his high Place and State. In this Situation the 
Biſhop, however, thought proper to write a Letter to 
the Duke of Bedford, Regent of France, to come over 
and endeavour to hea! Matters between them. The 
Duke came accordingly, and calling a Council of the 
chief Nobility at St. Albans, many hot Conteſts aroſe; 
and, nothing being concluded at that time, it was ad- 
journ'd to Northampton, but, to as little purpoſe ; till, 
at laſt, it was determined, that theſe Differences ſhould 
be referred to Parliament. Accordingly, Writs of Sum- Anno Regni 4. 
mons were iſſued out, dated W2fmin/ler, Fanuary 7, 1426. 
for one to meet, at Leice/ter, on the 18th Day of F- At Leiceſter, 
ruary following. 

At which Time and Place being aſſembled, in the 
great Hall of the Caſtle of wc much Care had 
been taken to prevent any Tumults between the great 
Trains of the Protector and the Biſhop, by ſtrictly pro- 
hibiting any Perſon whatſoever, to come thither with 
Swords or any other warlike Weapon, Which Order, 
tho? it was literally obſerved, yet the Lords and their 
Attendants came armed with Batts, or great Clubs, on 
their Shoulders ; from whence this Meeting got the 
Name of the Parliament of Batts ; but this, alſo, as The Parliament 
ſoon as it was taken notice of, was prohibited (z). of Batu. 
Being all, at length, fat in a peaceable manner, as a- 
foreſaid, the young King being there, alſo, preſent, the 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, as Lord Chancellor of England, 
declared the Cauſe of the Summons, in a very ſhort 
Manner ; for, after telling them that the King's Will 
was, that all Eſtates ſhould enjoy their Liberties, he 
took his Subject from theſe Words of St. Paul; Sic 
facite ut ſalvi ſitis. | 

Thefe the learned Prelate divided into three Parts, 
and referred them * Firſt to God, for protecting the 
Faith of the Church, againſt all Invaſions from Lol- 
* lards and Hereticks ; ſecondly, by imparting ſound 
* Counſel ; and, laſtly, by granting the ſeveral need- 

© ful 


(z) After this they took Stones and Plummets of Lead, and hid them 
in their $.ceves and Boſoms, Fabian's Chron, 
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King Henry vl. ful Subſidies. By which, he affirmed, three Virtues 

: © and Conveniences would follow, viz. Glory to God, 
by protecting his Faith; Honour to the King, by re- 
* ceiving good Advice; and Peace to the Subject, by 
their liberal Grants. In all which he defired, that 
every Eſtate of this Parliament would labour; and 
that the Commons would chuſe, and the next Day 
© preſent their Speaker.” 

« The King's Letters Patents were read, whereby he 
appointed John Duke of Bedford his Commiſſioner, to 
prorogue and diſſolve this Parliament at his Pleaſure. 

Sir Richard Ver- The fame Day the Commons preſented, before the 
non choſen King, Sir Richard Vernon, Knight, to be their Speaker; 
— who, with the common Proteſtation, was allowed. 

Then the Commons expreſſed their great Diſlike to 
the Diſſentions between Duke Humphrey and the Biſhop 
of V incteſter, and moved for their Reconcilemenr. 
On which, the Duke of Bedford, ſome Biſhops, and 
other Lords, made a ſolemn Decree amongſt them- 
ſelves, to hear and determine the ſaid Difference, with- 
out Favour or Affection; and, at the ſame time to give 
no Encouragement to either of them to break the Peace. 

if Which Order, after every one of the Lords had ſworn 
1 to obſerve, they ſent a Copy of it to the Commons. 
I: 1 They then proceeded in the Matter, and, at length, 
_ Cauſed the ſaid Duke and B.ſhop, by their formal In- 
ſtruments, to have their Diſputes compromiſed, and 
reſerred-to the Deciſion of a ſelect Committee of cer- 
tain Biſhops and Lords; who, after ſome time, came 
to this Reſolution about them : Firſt, that the faid 
Biſhop of Mincheſter ſhould ſubmit himſelf to the King's 
Mercy ; which he did accordingly. And, then the 
Duke of Bedford, in open Parliament, pronounced the 
faid Biſhop innocent of what was alledged againſt him, 
in that he procured a Perſon to murder the late King, 
when he was Prince, as the Murderer himſelf confeſſed 
who was drowned by the Earl of Arundel. And, alſo, 
in that he ſhould counſel and adviſe the ſaid Prince to 
have depoſed Henry the Fourth his Father. Likewiſe, 
it was awarded by the ſaid Committee, that the Biſhop 
ſhould acknowledge his Offence to the Duke of Glo- 
fer, and, in a ſubmiſſive Manner, aſk his * 
that 
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that the ſaid Duke ſhould freely forgive him; and, in King Henry VI. 


Token of a thorough Reconciliation, each ſhould take 
the other by the Hand, which was accordingly done 
before the whole Aſſembly. Some time after the Bi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter petitioned the Parliament to be diſ- 
charged of the great Seal, as Chancellor, which, by 
common Conſent, was granted. | 

This is all the Account which the Abridger of the 
Records has thought fit to extract, relating to this ſtrong 
Contention between theſe two Noblemen ; who, 
though ſo nearly related as Uncle and Nephew, yet 
they ſtill carried on that implacable Malice againſt each 
other, as ended not but in the Death of one or both 
of them. However, our elder Chronicles are not ſo 
filent in this Matter; they tell us, that when the Affair 
of the Quarrel was brought before the Parliament, and 
each Party allowed to plead his Cauſe freely, the Pro- 
tector, who looked upon himſelf as the Perſon aggriev- 


ed, exhibited five Articles againſt the Biſhop, to all 


which he was urged to give in his Anſwer. Which 
Articles, being very extraordinary, and then thought 
not unworthy a Parliament's Notice, cannot be be- 
neath the Reader's Peruſal. 


ARTICLEs (a) of Accuſation preſented to the Parliament Articles again 
by the Duke of Glouceſter, againſt Henry, Biſbop of i? 5 
Wincheſter, with his Anſwers to them ſeveralh. RE. wich bbs 


I. That Richard Wadvile, Eſq; Keeper of the I" 


Tower of London, did by the Inſtigation and Encou- 
ragement of the ſaid Biſhop of Vincheſter, deny Ad- 
mittance ta him the faid Duke of Glouce/fer, then be- 
ing Protector of the Kingdom, into the Tower, con- 
a trary 

(a) A Copy of theſe Articles are in Hall's and Hollingſbead's Chro- 
nicles, but they are only five in Number, The Anſwer the Biſhop 
gave to the Subſtance of the Letter is made a ſeparate Article, The 


Letter itſelf, which the Biſhop of Wixchefter ſent to the Duke of Bedford, 
s preſerved in our old Chronicles, in its original Language as follows: 


* Ryht highe and mighty Prince and my righte noble and, after one, 


leveſt Lorde, I recommend me unto you with all my Harte, And as 
* deſyre the Welfare of the King our Sovereign Lorde, and of his 
ealmes of Englande and Fraunce, and your awne Health and ours 
alſo, ſo haſt you hether, for, by my Trouthe, if you tary we ſhall put 
this Lande ia Adventure with a Felde, ſuch a Brother you have her 
Vor. II. N Gai 


— Cw. 
a 
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King Henry VI. trary to Reaſon and Duty, and in Derogation to the 


King's Authority. 

To this Article the Biſhop anſwer'd, That while 
© the Duke of Glouceſter was gone into Hainault, it 
* happen'd, that many Pamphlets and Reports being 
© diſpers'd up and down the City of London tending to 
© Rebellion, it was order'd by the Lords of his Maje- 
© ſty's Council, that Richard Woodvile, Eſq; ſhould 
with a ſufficient Number of arm'd Men have the 
keeping of the Tower, and ſhould, not permit any 
Man to come into the Tower ſtronger than himſelf, 
withcut the ſpecial Commandment of the King, by 
the Advice of his Council. After this ſtrict Charge 
the Duke of Glovcefter returning out of Hainault, and 
© not approving the fortifying the Tower, told the 
© Citizens, who were diſſatisfied at it, That had he 
© been in England · it ſbould not have been ſo; and imme- 
„ diately going to the Tower demanded Admittance, 
© but Yoodvile not daring to give him Entrance came 
© to the Biſhop of Winchefler for Advice, who told 
© him, That the Duke of Glouceſter too more upon him 
© than he ought, and that before he admitted him into the 
« Tower, he ought to provide himſelf a ſufficient Warrant 
© of the King and Council for his jo doing contrary to the 
former Order. | 

II. That the Lord Biſhop of Vincheſter, without 
the Advice or Conſent of the Lord Duke of Glouceſter, 
or of his Majeſty's Privy Council, contriv'd and pur- 
poſed to lay Hands on his Majefty's Perſon, and to 
have remov'd him from Eltham, the Place that he was 
then in, to Vindſor, there to put him under the Go- 
vernment of ſuch Perſons as he pleas'd. | 

The Biſhop's Anſwer to this Article was, That 
he never could propound to himſelf any Advantage 
dy removing the King, or taking him into his Cuſto- 
dy or Charge, nor did ever intend to meddle with 

* any 
God make hym a good Man. For youre Wiſdom knoweth that the 
Profite of Fraunce ſtandeth in the Welfare of Englande, & c. The 
bleſſed Trynity keepe You,” 


Written in greate Haſte on Albalow Even, by your true Servaunt to 
wy Life's Ende, Henry Wincheſter. 


See the Oath of the Lords, and the Aibitration, in Hall's Chron, 
Fol, XXVIII. . 


S 0.405 © 
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any Thing about the King's Perſon without the Ad- King Heny vl. 


vice of the Privy Council, as in Time and Place he 
* could prove, | 

III. That the Lord Biſhop of Winchefler knowing, 
that the Duke of Gloucefler had reſolv'd to prevent his 
Deſign of ſeizing the King's Perſon at Eltham, laid 
wait for him, by placing arm'd Men at the End of 
London- Bridge, and in the Windows of the Chambers 
and Cellars in Southwark, to have kill'd him, if he had 
paſs'd that Way ; all which is againſt the King's Peace, 


and Duty of a true Subject. 


The Biſhop's Defence to this heavy Charge was this, 
That true indeed it is, that he did provide a certain 
Number of arm'd Men, and ſet them at the Foot of 
* London-Bridge, and other Places, without any In- 
* tention to do any bodily Harm to the Duke of Glo- 
© ceſler, but merely for his own Safety and Defence, 
© being inform'd by ſeveral credible Perſons, that the 
© Lord Duke of Glouceſter had purpoſed bodily Harm 
© to him, and gather'd together a Company of Citizens 
for that End.” 

IV. That the late King Henry the Fifth told him, 
That when he was Prince, a Man was ſeized in his 
Chamber, who was hid behind the Hangings, and con- 
feſſed after his Apprehenſion, that he was ſet at work 
by the Biſhop of Wincheſter, to kil: the Prince in his 
Bed. He was deliver'd to the Earl of Arundel, who 
drown'd him in a Sack in the Thames. 

To this Accuſation the Biſhop r&@ly'd, That he 
© was ever a true and faithful Subject to his Sovereigns, 
and never purpoſed or contrived any Treaſon againſt 
any of their Perſons, and eſpecially againſt his Sove- 
* reign Lord King Henry the Fifth. And this he 
© thought was ſufficiently evident to any, that conſi- 
© der'd the great Wiſdom and Courage of the ſaid 
© King, and the great Truſt he repoſed in him fo 
© long as he remained King, which he would not have 
done had he found him guilty of ſuch Unfaithfulneſs 
* to him while he was Prince. 

V. That the Biſhop of Vincheſter in the Sickneſs 
of King Henry the Fourth, adviſed his Son Prince 
Henry, to aſſume the * of the — 

2 re 


King Henry VI. 
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fore his Father's Death, as the ſaid Prince himſelf told 


The Biſhop reply'd, * That this was meer Calumny, 
© which could not be proved ; and he boped the Parlia- 
© ment would appoint them Judges, that he might vin- 
< gicate his Honour, or elſe leave him to ſue out his 
© Right before ſuitable Judges.” 

VI. That the Lord Biſhop of Mincheſter had, in his 
Letter to the Duke of Bedford, plainly declared his 
malicious Purpoſe of aſſembling the People, and ſtir- 


ring up a Rebellion in the Nation contrary to the 


Which are re- 


King's Peace. | 
he Biſhop's Anſwer to this Accuſation was, © That 
© he never had any Intention to diſturb the Peace of 
© the Nation, or raiſe any Rebellion, but ſent to the 
© Duke of Bedford to come over in haſte to ſettle all 
Things that were prejudicial to the Peace; and 
© though he had indeed written in the Letter, That if 
he tarried, we ſhall put the Land in Adventure by a 
Field, fuch @ Brother you have here; He did not 
© mean it of any Deſign of his own, but concerning 
the ſeditious Aſſemblies of Maſons, Carpenters, Tilers 
and Plaiſterers, who being diſtaſted by the late Act of. 
© Parliament againſt exceſſive Wages of thoſe Trades, 
© had given out many ſeditious Speeches and Menaces 
* againſt the great Men, which tended much to Re- 
© bellion ; and yet the Duke of Glouceier did not uſe 
© his Endeavour, as he ought to have done in his Place, 
to ſuppreſs ſuch __ Aſſemblies, ſo that he fear- 
ed the King and his good Subjects muſt have made a 
Field to withſtand them: To prevent which, he 
* chiefly defired the Duke of Bedford to come over.” 
This Charge, and the Anſwers to it being thus deli- 


ferr'd to a ſelect ver d into the Parliament, the further Examination of 


Committee. 


it was by the Houſes devoly'd upon a ſelect Number 
of Lords, viz. Henry Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Thomas 
Duke of Exeter, Fobn Duke of Norfolk (b), Thomas 
Biſhop of Durham, Philip Biſhop of oy 4 John 
Biſhop of Bath, Humphrey Earl of Stafford, Ralph Lord 


Cormoal, and Maſter Allemwicke, Keeper of the Privy 
| Seal, 


(5) Jobn, Lord Mowbrey, was not Duke of Norfo/t, till after 
the Reconciliation of the Duke of Gloucefter and the Biſhop of in- 


cheſter. 


* 
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Seal, who having thoroughly examin'd all Matters, ac- King Henry VI. 


quitted the Biſhop, and by a formal Award enjoin'd 
them to be firm Friends for the future; and by ſuch 


Hands, and parted with all outward Signs of perfect 
Love and Agreement, which gave a mighty SatisfaCtion 


to all People, both of the Clergy and Laity. And the A Reconciliation 


9 


quitted of the 


Inducements wrought upon them, that they ſhook Charge. 


King, by the Advice of his Council, made a magnificent between him and 


Feaſt at I hitſuntide, to rejoice for this happy Reconci- 
liation. At this Feaſt the Duke of Bedford, Regent of 
France, knighted King Henry, who immediately made 
Richard Plantagenet Earl of Cambridge, Duke of York ; 
and reſtor'd Ibn Lord Mwbray, Earl-Marſhal, Son of 
Thomas Duke of Norfolk, who was baniſh'd by Richard 
the Second, to the Title and Stile of Duke of Norfolk ; 
and made above forty others Knights. After this the Par- 
liament fat till June the 15th following; but did nothing 
more than raiſe a Supply of Men and Money tocarry on 
the Conqueſt of France, which were gather'd out ot the 
great Cities and Towns of the Kingdom chiefly. 

The whole Buſineſs of this Seſſion of Parliament, 
was, almoſt employed, in ſettling the Differences be- 
tween theſe two great Men, very little elſe of Moment 
being done at it. What is any ways ſignificant, is as 
follows : 

After the Biſhop of [/inchefler was diſcharged of the 
Chancellorſhip, John, Biſhop of Bath and Wells, was, 
alſo, diſmiſſed from being Treaſurer of England; and 
the latter delivered to the Duke of Bedford the King's 
oreat Seal of Gold, in a Leathern Bag, which the 
Duke took, ſhewed it openly, and afterwards gave 
the ſame to John Kempe, Biſhop of London, as Chan- 
cellor of England (c). Y 

The Biſhop of Durham, by vertue of a Privy Seal 
to him directed, delivered the laſt Will and Teſtament 
of Henry V. which was ſealed with the great and privy 
Seals of the private Signet, to the Lords of the Council, 
who gave the fame to the ſafe keeping of Maſter Milliam 
Allenwich, Keeper of the Privy Seal. It was then, alſo 


enacted, that the Lords of the Council ſhall have full 


N 3 Power 


(e) Soch after made Archbiſhop of York, 
Ls Nzve's Faffi Ece, Arg. 


i 


the Duke of 
Gloceſtsr, 


8 
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King Henry VI. Power to bind the King, his Heirs and Succeſſors, to 
© © his Creditors in one Security for 40,000 /. 

It was enacted, That the King's Council ſhovld 
have Power to end all ſuch Bills as are not finiſhed by 
Parliament. And, March 20, the Chancellor of Eng- 
land, by a Commiſſion from the King, prorogued this 
Parliament from the ſame Day, unto Monday next 
after the Feaſt of St. George, at Leiceſler, aforeſaid. 

But, tho? this Prorogation was only to the latter 

End of April, we hear of no more-of their Proceedings 
till the firſt Day of June; when, by common Aſſent, 
A Subſdy. the fame Subſidy on Wools, Sc. with Tonnage and 
Poundage, was granted for two Years, @ in the pre- 

ceeding Parliaments. 
Attack upon the In the Petitions we find, that another Stroke was made 
Clergy. at the Clergy ; Which was, that no Man ſhould make 
any Advowſon, Preſentation, Collation, or Induction, 
to any Foreigner of any Benefice or other Eccleſiaſtical 
Dignity, on Pain of a Præmunire. And, that every 
Perſon-might preſent again for the Non-Refidence of 
the Incumbent. To the firſt, the King will be ad- 
viſed ; and to the other, the Biſhops have promiſed to 

take Order therein. 

It is probable theſe Anſwers of the King to the Peti- 
tions of the Commons, on the foregoing Heads, which 
amounted in the firſt to a Denial of paſſing the Bill, 
proceeded from the ſtrong Remonſtrances which Mar- 
tin V. then Pope, had male both to the King and 

The Pope's Me- Parliament againſt it. The Pope's Letters on this 

aacing i-eiter © occaſion, are preſerved by Biſhop Burnet ; the latter 
rliament, . f + 

torepeal the Sta- Of Which to the Parliament, requiring them utterly to 

tute of Pzovi- Tepeal the Statute of Proviſers, is ſo ſingular, as to de- 

0x5 >= fervea Place in theſe Enquiries, in its own Language, 


under this Note (d). The next Inſtrument, from the 
- ſame 


(4) Masrinus Epiſcopus, Servus Servorum Dei, wenerabilibus Fra- 
tribus & dilefiis Filits, Nobilibus wiris PARLIAMENTI Regni Anglia, 
Salutem & Apoſtolicam Benedictionem. 

Multis nunciis ac frequentibus exbortationibus, pro debito paſtoralis of- 
ffcii, vos ac Regnum weſirum bactenus admonuimus, ut alute anima- 
rum veſtrarum, & ipfius Regni bonore quoddam deteſt tle Statutum contra 
Divinum & Humanum Jus editum, guod fine interitu ſalutis æternæ nul- 
latenus ſervari pere, aloleretur. Et quoniam id ſine Parliament 1olli 

| * 
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ſame Authority, contains the Subſtance of a Speech King Henry VI, 


made by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury to the Houſe of 
Commons, to move them to a Repeal of that Act. 


Upon the zoth of January this Seſſion, the Archbi- The Archbiſhop 
ſhops of Canterbury and York, the Biſhops of London, of Canterbury's 
St, David's, Ely, and Norwich, with the Abbots of esch 1s the. 
Weſtminſter and Reading, went to the Houſe of Com- vour of the 


mons, then fitting, according to Cuſtom, in the Re- Pope's Demand, 


fectory of the Abbey of Meſtninſter: And here, the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury declared the Occafion of 
his coming, premiſing a Proteſtation, that neither 

N 4 himſelf 


non poſſe, ex parte Chariffimi in Chriſto Filii naſtri Henrici Regis Anglia 
illi A Diletls Fills — ray Cauſarum curiæ — — 
Auditori, tunc Nuncio noſtro, re ſponjum extitit, in n (quam primum 
peſſet) comvocato, guod fibi poſſibile foret pro noſtræ 52 execu- 
tione ſe facturum, idem Rex pollicitus eft, proteſtans Juribus ac Privilegiis 
Sage Roman Ecclſiæ & Sedis Apoſtolice in nullo velle detrabere aut de- 
ure. Nos volentes ſolita erga ves manſuetudine uti, decrevimus uſque 
— ipfius Parliamenti tempus expeciare, — guod tam Rex juxta ſuam 
Regiam Promiſſionem, quam wos pro ſalute animarum veſtrarum, Sancte ac 
Catbolice ſecundum noſtram Reguiſitionem concludetis. Itague cum Parlia- 
mentum (ut fertur) jam inſtet, vos omnes quorum animas noſtre curæ Do- 
minus nofter jeſus Chriſtus commiſit, hortamur, monemus, obſecramus, ut una- 
nimes veflrarum animarum ſalutem, ac conſcientiarum puritatem pre ceteris 
rebus amantes, prædictum abominabile Sta tutum (quod qui obſervat vel ob- 
+ ſervari faciat ſalvari non poteſt) penitus tollatur, & de Regno in perpe- 
tuum aboleatis. Quod fi quis forfitan wobis contrarium 2 audeat, 
quicunque ille fit, Secularis wel Ecclefiaftici Status, tanguam hoſtem ani- 
marum weſtrarum & honorum nullatenus audite 3 nec cum wirum Catholi- 
cum reputetis, qui adverſus Romane Eccleſia Auctoritatem, Jurague & 
Privilegia Sedi alice Divinitus conceſſa, aliguid machinari — = 
ſerit, quibus ipſe wveſter Illuftris nolle ullatenus derogare publice pro- 
teflatus . Nos quidem ipfi ſumus ab omnipetenti Deo Jeiu Chriſto, ſuper 
vos & Univerſalem Eccliſl am conflituti, cujus Doctrinæ ac perſuaſioni fine 
ulla Contradiftione omnimodam fidem vos & guilibet Chriſtianus babere de- 
betis : Nes tamen, etfi indignos, oves ſuas paſcere Chriſtus voluit, claveſ- 
que _ ac ſolvendi Carlos tradidit. Et fi quis nos audit, ſerwi 
Chriſti teftimonium Chriſtianum audit; & f quis nos ſpernit, Chriſtum 
rnere convincitur, Et guoniam de wobis ac fingulis Chriſtianis in di- 
ricto Dei Fudicio rationem reddituri ſumus, ideo wes pro ſalute weſtra 
iam ſepe — 27 efficaciter admonemus 3 & ne Kae, ſub alicijus 
damni temporalis prætextu v. ab bac nora Catbolica Docitrina ſubmoveat, 
erce nos promptas paratoſque offerimus, omnibus cauſis, f ropter quas dictum 
Statutum conditum- eſſe prætenditur, 7 nag provicere, ita ut nec Regno 
nec cuipuam private per ſonæ prajudicium aligued ex ipſius Statuti abeli- 
cio ue poſſit accidere. Super bis omnibus & noſtra intentione, plene inflirutts * 
dilefts Filio Magiſtro Joanni de Obizis, in dice Rege Nuntio & Collee- 
tori noftro, dabitis Credentiæ plenam fidem. 
Dat. Roma apud Santos Apoſtolos, tertio Die Oftobris, Pontificatus 
#oſtri Anno decimo, 
Biſhop Burnet's Collection of Records, Vol. I, P. 99. 
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King Henry VI himſelf nor any of his Brethren intended to offer any 


thing in prejudice of the- King's Prerogative, or any 
other Part of the Conſtitution. After this Preliminary 
Diſcourſe, he took this Text for the Subject of what 
he defign'd to ſay, Render unto Ceſar the Things that 
are Ceſar's, and unto God the Things that are God's. 


From theſe Words he took occafion to ſtate the Ec- 


To which the 


Clefiaſtical and Civil Juriſdictions, and to point out the 


Barrier between the Church and State. From hence he 


went on to the Pope's Supremacy ; and, that the grant- 
ing Proviſions was one Branch of this Privilege, he at- 
tempted to prove from Scripture, Preſcription, and the 
general Conſent of Chriſtendom. He therefore requeſt- 
ed the Commons to conſider how much the Salvation 
of their own Souls, and the Happineſs of the King- 
dom, was concerned in giving the Pope Satisfaction; 
putting them in mind of the Danger of an Interdict, 
unleſs the Statute of Premunire was repealed : And 
after he had preſs'd the Point home, and diſcover'd a 
— deal of Heartineſs and Zeal in the Affair, even with 

ears in his Eyes, he withdrew with the reſt of his 
Brethren. The Commons debated the Matter, but 


Commons pay no were not ſatisfy'd, it ſeems, with the Archbiſhop's Ar- 


Regard. 


Anno Regni 6. 
1428. 


guments ; for they came to no Reſolution, either for 
repealing or explaining the Act above-mentioned : 
But, on the contrary, reſolved to petition the King 
as aforeſaid (e). | 
The War with France ſtill continued to be carried on 
with great Vigour on both Sides; but the French King 
and his Party had the worſt of it by far, ti'l the un- 


fortunate Siege of Orleans was undertaken z which, 


being raiſed by that wonderful Heroine, 2 la Pucelle, 
the Engliſh Intereſt, in that Kingdom, from that Time 
forward, began to decay. A freſh Supply being much 
wanted for the War, Writs of Summons were ordered 


out for calling a Parliament to meet at Veſiminſter, on 


the Quindene of St. Michael, or October the 14th, in the 


At Weſhrr inſter. Year 1428. When being all aſſembled before the 
King, in the Painted Chamber of the Palace, John 
Kempe, Archbiſhop of York, then Chancellor, opened 
the Cauſe of the Summons, taking for his Text theſe 


Words 


e) BuxNzT, ut ſupra, 


222 
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Words, out of Maccabees, Sine Providentia Regali im- King Henry VI. 
palſibile et Pacem Regibus dare; from which he deduced 
two Heads of Diſcourſe. 

The firſt, was the Duty of the Prince towards his 
Subjects; and the other the Duty of the Subjects to 
© their Prince. The firſt of theſe he again ſubdivided 
into three other Points belonging to it; that the Sub- 
© jets ſhould be defended from any foreign Invaſion ; 
© that Juſtice ſhould be indifferently adminiſtred ; and 
© that Peace ſhould be kept within the Realm. Three 
© Things, he faid, alſo, belonged to the Subjects; 
© firſt, that they ſhould grant large Supplies for their 
© better Defence in Time of War ; in Peace, that they 
would readily obey their Magiſtrates, and meekly to 
« ſubmit themſelves to the known Laws of the Land. 
All which the better to accompliſh, the King had 
© called this Parliament, and confirmed all their Li- 
© berties: And, that Buſineſs might be ſooner begun 
© and ended, he defired the Commons to make Choice 
of a Speaker, and preſent him the next Day before 
the King.“ Accordingly the Commons choſe John JohnTyrril, Eſq; 
Tyrril, Eſq; whoſe Excuſe not being allowed, with the elected Speaker. 
uſual Proteſtation, he was admitted. 

This Parliament is ſaid to have fat, from the Date 
aforeſaid, to the 8th Day of December ; but no Account 
of any Buſineſs done at it, is given us. By reaſon of 
Chriſimas Holidays, it was then prorogu'd, by the Lord 
Protector, to the Quindene of St Hilary, or January 
the 28th following, | 

The firſt Thing we find then mention'd, is the A Subſidy. 
Grant of a large Subſidy, which was three Shillings a 
Tun for all Wine imported, and twelve Pence in the 
Pound for all Merchandize. Beſides this, there was a 
kind of a Poll-Tax granted, which, tho' not general, And a Poll-Tax. 
was laid on every Pariſh that was worth ten Marks per 
Annum ; ten of the chiefeſt Pariſhioners in it were to 
pay fix Shillings and eight Pence a Head. And in eve- 
ry Pariſh that was worth ten Pounds a Year, the like 
Number of Pariſhioners were each to pay a Mark. In 
all Corporations, it was ordain'd. that every Perſon, 
worth above twenty Shillings, befides his Apparel and 
Houſhold Goods, ſhould pay four Pence each — the 

ing; 
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King Henry VI. K ing; and ſo proportionably for every twenty they 


Acts paſſed, 


were worth more; by which means this Tax rais'd 
conſiderable Sums in the Cities and Boroughs. 

Several uſeful Statutes were pafs'd this Parlia- 
ment; Firſt, That by reaſon of the quick Retum 
of Capias's in the King's Bench, Exigents were granted 
and awarded, whereby divers Perſons being by baſe and 


fraudulent Practices outlaw'd, their Goods and Chat- 


tels were immediately ſeiz'd as forfeited to the King; 
and fo divers of his Majeſty's good and faithful Subjects 
were utterly undone, as by Complaint of the Com- 
mons in Parliament doth appear. Therefore, before 
any Exigents ſhall be granted for the future, every 
Capias ſhall be directed to the Sheriffs, at leaſt fix 
Weeks ; and if upon the Return the Judges ſhall think 
fit to grant an Exigent, they may proceed as formerly ; 
but that if any be granted before the Return of the Writ 
they ſhall be void. 

Second, T hat Sheriffs ſhall be oblig'd, under the Pe- 
nalty of Forty Pounds, to deliver to all Plaintiffs, Te- 
nants or Defendants, a true Copy of their Pannels ſix 
Days before the Aſſizes, when they ſhall be ſo requir'd 
by the ſaid Plaintiffs or Defendants. 

Third, Whereas Sheriffs by corrupt Juries have been 
wrongfully indicted to the Juſtices of Aſhze, for mak- 
ing falſe Returns of the Knights choſen in their ſeveral 
Shires to ſerve in Parliament, by which Means the 
Sheriffs were liable to pay 100 /. Forfeiture, and the 
Knights loſt their accuſtom'd Wages in Parliament, 
without Remedy; therefore, it was enacted that the 
Sheriffs and Knights againſt wbom any Inqueſts or Of- 
fices of undue Election are found, ſhall for the future 
have their Anſwer and Traverſe to ſuch Inqueſts and 
Offices, and ſhall not be endamag'd till duly convicted. 

Fourthly, It was ordained alſo by this Parliament, that 
ſeveral Commiſſions of Sewers ſhould be iſſued out by the 
Chancellor of England, into different Parts of the King- 
dom, to cleanſe and repair all Walls, Ditches, Gutters, 
Bridges, Wears, c. to prevent the great Inundations 
of the Sea and Rivers, which had then happened in di- 
vers Parts of the Nation. And, a Form of a Com- 


miſſion was compos'd on Purpoſe that it might be the 


more 
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more effectual; and an Order it annex'd to it, that for 
ten Years next enſuing they ſhould be ſo ſtrictly execut- 
ed, that all Water-Courſes ſhould be cleans'd, and the 
Nation ſecur'd againſt frequent Inundations. 

Some Matters of leſs publick Concern next occurs ; 
as that it was ordained, by the King and the other E- 
ſtates of the Realm, that no Man ſhould contract or 
marry himſelf to any Queen of England, without a 
ſpecial Licence firſt obtain'd from the King, on the 
Forfeiture of all his Lands and Goods to the Crown. 
It is remark'd by the Abridger, that the Biſhops and 
the inferior Clergy agreed to this Bill, ſo far as not to 
contradict the 1 of God, and the Church, and 
ſo as no deadly Sin ſhould be occafion'd by it. It is 
probable that this Act was occaſion'd by the humble 
Marriage of Queen Katherine ; who about this Time 
had thought fit to take to her Bed, Owen Tudor, a 
Welch Gentleman of no great Fortune, but ſaid to be 
deſcended from their Cadwallader, the firſt of the Bri- 
tiſh Princes, and a long Race of his Deſcendants (/). 

Although the Breach between Duke Humphrey and 
the Biſhop of incheſter had been in ſome Meaſure 
cloſed by a formal Concord and Agreement, made pub- 
lickly in the laſt Parliament, yet it was too wide, at 
firſt, ever to admit of a thorough Re-Union. The 
Prelate, by his Intereſt or his Money, had found Means 
to obtain a Cardinal's Hat from Rome ; and by this 
Elevation in the Church thought himſelf more than 
equal, in Dignity, to the Protector of England. 
The latter's Jexouly, in being eclips'd, we may ſup- 
poſe, occaſion'd a Motion being made, in this Parl. 


King Henry VI. 


The Queen Dow- 


ager marries 


Owen Tudor. 


The Biſhop of 


Wincheſter made 


ment, to both Houſes, by himſelf, for explaining the 


Title and Power of a Protector, or Defender of the 


Realm; affirming, that he would not fit in the Houſe. 


till he underſtood- what it was, ſince, as he ſaid, Peo- 
ple ſpoke differently of it. 


This Affair was taken into Conſideration by the A Diſpute be- 
King's Council and the Lords of Parliament; and after Ween him and 


due Deliberation this Anſwer was returned to the Duke 
by them. That they did not think he had any great 
* Right 

(f) Biondi, Sam, Daniel in Kennet, p. 382. 


the Duke of Glo- 
ceſter decided in 


his Favour, 
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King Henry vl. Right to be Protector, yet to ſatisfie his Defire they 


A Female Re- 
monſtrance to 
Parliament a- 
gainſt the Duke. 


£ were content he ſhould be ſo, and have 1uch Power as 
© was allowed him by Parliament in th-- firſt of this 
© Reign. But, that the Name of the Protector and 
© Defender imported, only, a perſonal Duty of Atten- 
© dance, in the actual Defence of the Realm againit fo- 
© reign Enemies and inward Rebels; and not au par- 
© ticlar Authority, ſuch as properly belongs to 1 utors, 
© Lieutenants, Governors or Regents, for it they had 
« deſigned otherwiſe they then would have expreſſed it 
© at the Time aforeſaid. Thus, it was allo ed that 
in Council, as principal Counſellor, he had Pre- 
© heminence ; but in Parliament, he had no Claim to 
any higher Place than as Duke of Glece/ter ; io they 
< gefired him to be content with his Place in Parliament 
© and with the other Power aſſigned him, for they ſhould 
© agree to no other Determination.“ This Order, or A- 
ward, was ſubſcrib'd by all the Biſhops, Lords and others 
of the King's Council there preſent. Laſtly, it was 
enacted, by Conſent of Parliament, that the Lords of the 


King's Council ſhould have full Power to determine all 
Petitions not yet ended, with the Advice of the Judges. . 


And, accordingly, ſeveral Bills and Petitions were an- 
ſwered and indorſed, by certain Lords, named in the 
Record, who met in the Star. Chamler for that 
Purpoſe. ' 

J. S:mwe tell us of an odd Affair, that, he ſays, hap- 
pened this Parliament, which was this ; 

One Miſtreſs Szo4es, with divers other ſtout Wo- 


mem of Londen, of good Account and well apparrell'd, 


came openly to the upper Houſe of Parliament, 
© and delivered Letters to the Duke of Glocefter, to the 
* Archbiſhops, and other Lords there preſent, containing 
© Matters of Rebuke and ſharp Reprehenſion to the ſaid 
Duke of Ghcefler becauſe he would not deliver his 
Wife Jagueline, out of her grievous Impriſonment, 
being then detained Priſoner by the Duke of Burgun- 
* dy, and juffering her there to remain, unkindly, 
© whilſt he kept another Adultereſs, contrary to the 
© Law of God and the honourable Eſtate of Matri- 


* mony (g) . But what good Succeſs this virtuous Re- 


monſtrance, 
(g) £towpe*s Chron, P, 369. 
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monſtrance, from the Ladies, had, our Author is filent ; King Henry VI. 
we may very well ſuppoſe their Arms too feeble to hurt 
ſo great a Man as the Lord Protector. : 
The next Year, being the eighth of this King, ano- * 8. 
ther Parliament was ſummoned to meet at Weſtminſter At Wellminſter. 
on the Day after the Feaſt of St. Matthew, or September 
22d ; and being all aſſembled, the King himſelf fitting 
in the Chair of State, in the Painted Chamber, John 
Archbiſhop of Vert, Lord Chancellor, opened the Cauſe 
of this Summons, under theſe Words of St. Luke, Quo- 
modo flabit Regnum, &c. 
From which Text, he argued © That in the Realm 
© of England, three Cauſes were to be noted which hin- 
© dered its Advancement. Firſt, Want of Faith, was 
the Root of all Vice, Eo quod fine Fide impaſſibile eft . 
© placere Deo; the Second, Want of Fear, which was 
© the chief in every good Mind, Nam gui nibil timet, 
* negliget ; and, Laſtly, the Want of upright Juſtice, 
© the Pillar of every Kingdom, for, Ex Juſtitia ſequi- 
© tur Pax, et ex Pace Rerum Abundantia maxime pro- 
© creatur. 
© Inſtead of theſe three Virtues, three abominable 
© Vices, he ſaid, were ſprung up; namely, Infide- 
© lity, by Errors and Hereſies; Obſtinacy, inſtead of 
© Fear; and Oppreſſion in the Place of Juſtice. Through 
© Infidelity, he told them, that the late Troubles in 
© Germany, and the Deſtruftion of the Kingdom of 
* Bohemia had happened. Fear, he again divided in two 
* Parts, the one ſpiritual and virtuous, as fearing God 
© and Man for God; the other carnal and vicious, 
© from whence ſprung Murmurs and Rebellion, which | 
* would procure ſuch Deſtruction as happened to Da- | 
© than and Abiram. From Oppreſlion, enſued the 
« transferring of Kingdoms, according to the wiſe Man, 
© Regnum alienum in Regnum transfertur propter In- 
« juſtitias & Injurias. But that if true Faith, due 
Fear, and ſtrict Juſtice was reſtored, there was then 
* no doubt but this would be a flouriſhing Kingdom. 
© He concluded, That as the Prince was bound to de- 
fend the Subjects, and to keep Peace, ſo ought the 
Subjects to grant largely to the Prince out of their 
* Goods, that he might be enabled to perform the ſame, 
* 
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King Henry VI, * to which End the faid Parliament was called. He 
then directed the Commons to chuſe their Speaker, and 
« preſent him as uſual'. 
— The next Day the Commons came again before the 
— choſen K ing and Lords; when certain of their Members in- 
formed the Houſe that they had choſen one William A. 
lingion Eſq; to be their Speaker, but defired a Reſpite of 
two Days before they preſented him ; which, being 
granted, the ſaid William Allington, on the fourth Day 
of the Seſſion, made the uſual Proteſtation, and was 
allowed. a b 
During the Sitting of this Parliament, the King 
having now entered into the ninth Vear of his Age, 
and ſnewing a toward Pregnancy of Wit and Parts, 
it was thought proper to admit him, as it were, into 
his regal Dignity, by a Coronation. Accordingly, 
TheKingcrown- on the 6th of November, being the Feaſt of St. Leonard, 
— the Ceremony was performed at Weſtminſter, with great 
ſolv'd, © Solemnity. And, very ſoon after, a Motion was 
made in the Houſe of Lords, That ſince the King 
- © had taken upon him the Protection and Defence of 
the Realm by his Coronation, the Name and Power 
of Protector and Defender, granted to the Dukes of 
* Bedford and Glouceſter, from the Day of the faid Co- 
© ronation, ſhould utterly ceaſe. And, that they the 
* ſaid Dukes ſhould have the Name of principal Coun- 
* ſcllors, only; any Order to the contrary, notwith- 
ſtanding. Which Motion, after ſome hos, was 
agreed to by the whole Houſe ; and the Duke of Bed- 
ford ſtanding up, in full Parliament, did relinquiſh the 
ſaid Titles, as to his own Perſon, ſo always that the 
ſaid Releaſe ſhould no way hurt his Title as Duke of 
Bedſerd (h). 
It 


The Memorial of this whole Proceeding in Parliament, is in the 
Publick Acts; in which is this remarkable Clauſe. a 

Pro co etiam quod, Auiſamento diligenti & Deliberatione matura habitis 
inter Dominos Spirituales & Temporales, in praſenti Parliamento exiftentes, 
utrum diftum Namen Protectoris & Deten oris, ex Cauſa praedifta, 
ceſſare deberet, necne ? Auditiſque & intellefis nonnullis notabilibus Ra- 

. tionibus & Allegationibus in hac Parte faftis, tandem widebatur prefatis 

Deminis Spiritualibus & Temporalibus, quod diftum Nomen Proteftoris & 
Defenſoris, a Tempore Coronationis prædictæ, ex Caufi: pradiftis, ſpe- 
cialiter ceſſare deberet. 

Nomine tamen, & c. Fad, Ang. Tom. X. P. 436. 
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It was not till the "_ of — that a King Henry VI. 
Supply was granted by this Parliament, of one whole 
Tenth "a — Fifteenth, to be levied on the Laity. * hte Subſidy. , 
Tho), afterwards, on the twentieth of the ſame Month, 
the Commons, at the ſpecial Inſtance and Deſire of the 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, juſt then made a Cardinal, grant- 
ed another Tenth and a Fiſteenth, to be levied as above. 
They, alſo, gave the King a Grant of Tunnage and 
Poundage, to continue till the next Parliament. This 
liberal Donation, at the Prelate's Requeſt, ſhews, that 
the new- made Cardinal was in high Eſteem with them, 
at that Time; and his Title has gained a Place in the 
Records themſelves, as follows : 
Reverendiſſimus in Chriſto Pater Dominus Henricus, 
Permiſſione divina, Titulo Santi; Euſebii Presbyteri Car- 
dinalis in Anglia nuncupatus. 
On the ſame Day the Chancellor, by the King's 
Command, and the Conſent of the Biſhops and Lords, 
prorogu'd the Parliament unto Monday next after the 
Feaſt of St Hilary next enſuing, on account of the 
Holydays. 
Being again aſſembled, the firſt Thing they did was 
to take under Conſideration, the preſent high Eſtate of 
the Cardinal Biſhop of Winchefter ;- becauſe that Dig- | 
nity exempted him from being of the King's Council, | 
but at his own Pleaſure. Therefore, the reſt of the 
Biſhops and Lords conſented to join in an humble Re- 
queſt to the ſaid Cardinal, that he would vouchſafe to 
be made one of the Council, under a Proteſtation that | 
the ſaid Cardinal ſhould abſent himſelf in all Affairs | 
and Counſels of the King, whenever the Pope or See 
of Rome was concerned in them. Which Requeſt, ſo 
made, the Cardinal condeſcended to grant under the | 
ſaid Condition. 
This High Prieſt was at that Time in ſuch Eſtima- The Cardinal in 
tion, alſo, with the Commons, in Parliament, that breat Eſteem 
they unanimouſly joined in a Petition to the King, -_—_—_ — 
praying him, that, in conſideration of the great and 
notable Services he had done the Crown, both under 
the preſent King and his Father, that he would grant 
him a full Pardon for whatever he had acted contrary 
to the Laws; particularly in regard to the Statute of 
a Premunire, 
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King Henry VI, Præmunire. This Petition was granted; and, conſe- 
; quently, the Cardinal was ſkreened from all Proſecu- 
tions. Two Acts were, alſo, paſſed in the Cardinal's 
Favour, at this Time, relating to ſome Loans of Money 
he had lent the King on his Jewels; which will be 

mentioned in the Sequel (7). | 
5 Authority was given to the King's Council to make 
| Securities to ſeveral Creditors of the Crown, for the 
| | Sum of 50,0001. It was alſo ordained, that the Trea- 
ſurer and Victualler of the important Town of Calais, 
ſhall receive a certain Quantity of Mercantile or Staple 
Ware, and other Revenues, within the ſaid Town, 
| for the Payment of the Garriſon there, and the neceſſa- 


ry Reparations. 
l The 


(7) This Petition, with the two Acts, are printed at large in Rymer; 

1 and the former being ſomewhat extraordinary deſerves a Place, in this 

| Hiftory, in its original Language. 

4 Item PxtounT LES Comunrzs gue pleaſe a wous Treſgracious Seigneur. 
- Confiderant les treſgraunds & notable Services & Natureſſes, Brien « 
ous, come 4 weſtre treſnoble Pere, qui Dieu aſſoile, avaunt ces Heures, 
faitez par le Treſverent Pere en Dieu, Henry Beaufort, Preſtre Cardi- 
nale, ſouth la Title de Saint Euſebe, & * Th de Wyncheſtre, 
& erdiner & grauntier, par Aſent des Seigneurs Eſpirituels & Tempo- 
relx, en ceſt veftre preſent Par efteanz par Auftorite de meſme le 

4 Parlement, que le dit Henry Cardinal, par guecongue Noun meſme le 
Henry ſoit nome, ne nul aultre, ſerra mye, purſue, vexe, emplede, ou 
grave, par vous, ou wos Heires ou Succeſſours, 4 Engleterre, ne 
par aſcun aultre Perſon, a Cauſe d"aſcun Proviſion, ou d aſcun Offenſe, 
ou Miſprifien, fait par le dit Henry en countre aſcun Eftatut des Proviſours, 
ou par Cauſe d aſcun Exemption, Reſceit, Acceptation, Admiſſion, ou Exe- 
eution d aſcunz Bulles Panalles, a luy en aſcun Maniere faitæ, merque le 
dit Henry Cardinal, & cheſcun e, de toutez tiels Maner d Actions, 
phy > Empechements, et Vexations, et de toute Choſes queux ſerroient 
en Offenſe de vos Leyes en celle Partie, a Cauſe gs et de toutz aul- 
tres Action et Purſuites, dount Puniſſement, al Puniſſement con - 
tenuts en Eflatutz de Proviſours, wiendrat ou ſurdroit, ſoient, et 
cheſcun de eux ſoit, par 2 F. Auctoritee, en vert vous, wos Heires et 
Succeſſours, ent quites & diſchargez tout autrement, et que toutz tielz 
Action & Purſutes, envers le dit Henry Cardinal, et Cheſcun aultre, a 
Cauſes ſurdites, ſoit extientes, et pleinement paritez, woidez, caſſez et irri- 
tes. 


Et que wous, wor Heires et Succeſſours, ſoiex et ſoient, de tout Manere en- 
5 tereſſe, et de touts Maners d' Actions et Pur ſuitet, aver ou pur ſuer par celle 
| | Encheſon, envers le dit Henry Cardinall er cheſcun aultre, forecloſe et ex- 

| cluſe pur toutz Fours, par le Auctorite ſuſdit; aſcun Eftatutes et Ordinan- 


| ces, faitz a contraire, nient oblamtsz. 
[| : Reſponſio Rx61s. 

Fiat yrovuT petitur, quantum ad prædictum Cardinalem, et omnes alics 
gui Occaſſene gjuſdeam Car dizal;s impeti poterunt wel implacitari. 

Fed. Anglican, Tom, X. P. 516. 
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The valiant Lord Talbot being then a Priſoner in Kiog Henry VI. 


France, the King, by common Conſent, agreed to re- 
leaſe Sir Milliam Bircham, Knight, a French Priſoner, 
as Part of his Ranſom; provided the ſaid Sir. William 
was not impeach'd for the Death of the Duke of Bur- 
gundy. It is remarkable, that this Lord Talbot had ſerv- 
ed the late King, in his Wars, two Years, without any 
Wages. At the ſame Time it was agreed by Parlia- 
ment, that the Duke of Orleans, Couſin to the King, 
who had been a Priſoner in England ever ſince the Bat- 
tle of "Agincourt, and was then in the Cuſtody of Sir 
Thomas Chambertuorth, Knight, ſhould be deliver'd to 
Sir John Cornwal, Knight, by him to be ſafe kept. 
And that the Duke of Bourbon, taken at the ſame Battle, 
ſhould be committed to the Cuſtody of Sir Thomas 
Chamberworth, | 

This Parliament ſat to the 23d of February, on 
which Day, as if they could not be tired with granting 
Money, they gave the King the fame Subſidy on 
Wools, as was granted in former Parliaments, for two 


Years.” And at the fame Time, they conſented to Another Subſy. 


ſhorten the Payment of the laft Tenth and Fifteenth, 
to relieve the preſſing Neceſſities of the State. | 


Before they were diſſolv'd, they alſo agreed upon Articles for the 
certain Articles, Eighteen in Number, for. the better Regulation 1 
Regulation of the King's Council. All which ſaid Ar- we King“ 


ticles, every one of the Lords of the Council, whoſe 
Names are there ſpecified, - promiſed faithfully to per- 
form. The Abridger. has made but two Obſervations 
on theſe Articles: The one, that the Dukes of Bedford 
and Ghuceſſer were accounted no higher in Council 
than as two of the ſame Body; the other is, that all 
ſuch Officers, civil or military, who have ſerv'd the 
King and his Father faithfully, ſhould be irft preferred 
to Places and Benefices in the King's Gift. A goodly 
Precedent, ſays Cotton, to encourage Officers to ſerve 
painfally and faithfully, when their Hoping is not turn- 
ed to Haltering. 5024 
Thete were many Acts made in this Parliament 
which the Reader may, it he pleaſes, conſult aitogether 
in the Statutes at large. But an Account of two or 
Vor. II. O three 


Counc i bs 


8 _ _ _ _ — — 
— 
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v1, three of them cannot well be omitted in theſe Inqui- 
bs” The firſt was, That the Biſhops and the infe- 
© rior Clergy coming to attend theirService in Parlia- 

AR relating to ment, ſhall have the ſame Privilege, in regard of 

Privilege; © the Protection of their Servants, as the Peers of the 

© Realm. That every City, Borough, and Town in 

© the Kingdom, ſhall have at their own Charge a com- 
© mon Balance and Weights, ſealed according to the 

Standard of the Exchequer, in the keeping of the 

© Mayor, or Conſtable. At which Balance all the 

and Meaſures ; © Inhabitants of the ſame City or Town were to weigh, 
without paying any Thing; but Strangers were to 
© pay a ſmall Premium there ſpecified. 

It was alſo enacted, That whereas Knights of the 
© Shire had of late been choſen by outragious and ex- 
© ceſſive Numbers of People, and of ſmall Subſtance ;_ 
© for the future, the ſaid Knights ſhall be elected in every 
© County, by People dwelling and reſident in the ſaid 
© Counties, whereof every one ſhall have, in Lands or Te- 
© nements, to the Value of forty Shillings, by the Year, 

Votes for © at the leaſt, above all Charges; and that they which 

Knights of Shire: * ſhall be ſo choſen ſhall be dwelling and refident within 

limited to Free- © the ſaid Counties. 

— In the Parliament, 10th Henry VI. Anno 1432, it 
was declared, That the ſaid forty Shillings per Annum 
© muſt be Freehold,” This Statute is in Force at this 
Day; but the Difference in the Value of Money, 
then and now, will be beſt aſcertained by the Price of 
Provifions near this Period. Amongſt the Petitions 
there are alſo fome, with their Anſwers, which deſerve 
our Notice. | 

* Pet. That the Statutes, made on all Appeals for 

Anſwers, Things done out of the Realm, ſhall be tried before the 
Conſtable and Marſhal of England ; and that all done 
within the Realm, be tried by the Laws of the 
Nation. | 
: Anſ. The Statutes made for that Purpoſe ſhall be 

ept. 81101 £9 

Pet. That Sheriffs, and ſuch other Officers, be not 
impeached by Proceſs out of the Exchequer, for Things 

An ſiu. 
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Arif. The King's Council ſhall have Power to de- King Henry YI. 


termine. this Matter. 

Pet. That all Burgeſſes of Parliament may have 
their Writs to the Sheriff of the ſame Shire, to levy their 
Fees and Wages. 

Anſw. The King will be adviſed. 

Pet. That all ſuch Soldiers as paſs thro' the Realm, 
may pay for their Victuals and Lodging. 

Auſiu. The King will be adviſed. 

Pet. That all Lands, whatſoever, do contribute to 
the Payment of Knight's Fees coming to Parliament, 
excepting the Lands of Biſhops, Peers, and Towns who 
ſend Burgeſles, | 

Anſw. The ſame as before. 

Complaint being made to the Houſe of Commans, 
that one Hilkam Lake, Servant to [ilkiam Mildred, one 
of the Burgeſſes for London, was committed to th Fleet 
on an Execution of Debt; he was immediately diſ- 


charged by the Privilege of the Houſe ; and Authority Privilege of Par- 
given to the Chancellor to appoint certain Perſons, by liament. 


Commiſſion, to apprehend him after the End of the 
Parliament. Sir Rabert Cotton remarks that no fuch 
Man, as is here mentioned, can be arreſted in the Time 
of Parliament, but for Treaſon, Felony, or Breach of 
the Peace. f | 

This Parliament being diſſolved on the 2 3d of H- 
bruary, ſome Petitions which were not anſwered, were 
left, as was uſual in thoſe Days, to the Determination 
of the King's Council, Lb 

Immediately after the Diſſolution of this Parlia- 
ment, the young King Hexry ſet out for France, at- 
tended with a great” Train of the Zngh/b Nobility 
and Gentry ; and arriving ſoon after at the City of 
Roan in Nermandy, he made his Abode there all the 


Summer. And, in November, in the Year 1430, the Henry crown's 
Eighth of his Reign, he was with the greateſt Solemnity King «f Fra. 


crowned King of France at Paris. 

Whilſt the young Monarch and bis Council were 
exerciſing the regal Power abroad, the Duke of Glo- 
ceſter, who had been left Regent in his Abſence, know- 
ing the preſſing Occaſion they had for Men and Money, 
in order io carry on the 38 War, was obliged - 
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King Henry VI. call a Parliament, at home, for that purpoſe. Writs 


Anno Regni 9. 
1431. 
At Weſtminſter. 


were ſent out, dated November 7th, and returnable at 
Weſtminſter, the 12th of January following. 
Being all met in the Painted Chamber, Humphrey 
Duke of Gloceſter, called now Guardian or Keeper of 
England, being ſeated in the Chair of State, the Com- 
mons being alſo preſent, commanded William Lin- 
wood, Doctor of Laws, to open the Cauſe of the Sum- 
mons, John Kempe, Archbiſhop of Yor# and Chancellor, 
being abſent by Sickneſs, who took for his Theme, 
Firmabitur Solium Regni ejus. 1459 
On this. he endeavoured to demonſtrate, © That the 
King and Kingdom ought to be eſtabliſhed by a three- 
© fold Virtue. The firſt, by Unity, the next Peace, 
© and the third by Juſtice. Unity he ſubdivided into 
© other three Parts, viz. colletivam, as in gathering 
© Goods together; the other, canſſtitutivam, as in com- 
© paring the ſeveral Members of a Man's Body; the 
© third, conſentaneam, as in Union of each Body my- 
© ſtical, or politic. Peace, was, alſo, threefold ; Peace 
©: Monaſtical, which every Man bath over himſelf; 
© Oeconomical, as relating to the Government over 
© his Houſehold; and Poliucal, whereby the good Eſtate 
© of the King is beſt ſecured. And, laſtly, Juſtice had 
© its three Parts; the firſt, every Subject's due Obe- 
© dience io the Magiſtrates ;| the ſecond, by adviſing his 
* Neighbours and Equals ; and the laſt, in : relieving 
* the Poor: He concluded with obſerving, that the 
© aforeſaid Unity was much broke within the King- 
* dom by: Whiſperers and Miſdoers ; from which an 


utter Subverſion was like to enſue. That it was the 


Job Tyrrd, 
— — 


< King's full Defire that every Eſtate in the Realm 
© ſhould-enjoy all their juſt Liberties ; and prayed the 
Commons to Chooſe their Speaker, and preſent him 
© the next Day to the Guardian.” „ Arms 

The ſame Day the Commons made a Report of their 
Speaker, as in the laſt Parliament; and on January 
15th,. they preſented John Tyrre! Eſq; whoſe Excuſe 


- being refuſed ; with the accuſtomed Proteſtation, he was 


allowed. 


Luhe very firſt Thing that they went upon in this 


Parliament, was the Supply; and a Grant was agreed 


on, 
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on, of dne Tenth and one Fifteenth, and a third of both. King Henry VI. 


They, ' alſo, gave Tonnage. and Poundage for two 


Vears with a Subſidy of the like Value on all Merchants 4 Subſidy, 


Aliens, over and above the faid Tonnage and Poun- 
dage. The Commons, alſo, granted to the King twen- 
ty: Shillings from 4 holding a Knight's 
Fee, and according ta the Value under or over. The 
ſame from the Clergy for all Lands purchaſed fince the 
20th Edward I. And that all other Perfons having He- 
reditaments to the Value of Twenty Pounds, over all 
Repriſes, not held as above, ſhall, alſo, pay Twenty 


Slüllings; and ſo according to Rate. This is another A Land-Tax. 


Inſtance of a Tax on Lands and Tenements. 

An Act was paſled this: Seſſion, to empower certain 
Lords, of the King's own: Family, to be Commiſſioners 
for treating of a Peace with the Perſon called here, only, 
the Dauphin of Frame. ; Nele e 

It was ordained, that the King's Council, and o- 
ther Head Officers, expreſſed in the Record, ſhould 
have Yearly out of the Exchequer, by way of Reward, 
ſuch Fees as are thete particularly mentioned. And, at 
the ſame time Authority Was given to the King's Coun- 
cil, to make Securities to the King's Creditors, for the 
Loan of 50,0004, as in the laſt Parliament. 

Several Affairs, relating to private Property, were 
tranſacted this Seſſion: But, only, one is remarkable e- 
nough for our Purpoſe; ſince it made a great Noiſe at 
that time, and produced an Act of Parliament, ftill in 
Porce in: our Statute-Boaks. I he Caſe was this: 


A Charge of Baſtardy was alledged apainſt Eleanor : 
the Wiſe of James Lord Hudley, who claimed the In- ata; 


heritance of Edmuny Earl of Kent, as being bis eldeſt 
Daughter, and'a legitimate Iſſue, or Mulie, by Con- 


ſtance his Wife; for che Proof of whith, ſhe had pro- 


cured 2 Certificate from the Ordinary. Againſt this 
Claim, the other Daughters of the ſaid Edmund Earl 
of Kent.\preſented a Petition to Parliament, alledging, 
that the ſaid Eleanor Was a Baſtard; that her Mother 
Conſtance, the late Wife to Thoma, Deſpenſer, was never 


married to the ſaid Earl; and that the ſaid Certificate 


brought from the, Ordinary, was obtained by Fraud. 


All this being fully proved, in order to prevent ſuch” 


O 3 Proceedings 


— "I "oY 


_—— 
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King Henry VI. Proceedings for the future, an Act was made, That 
in all Pleas, wherein Baſtardy is *. againſt any 

0 Perſon, Party to the ſaid Plea; tit Judge, or Judges, 

of or in the Courts where the ſaid: is depending. 

© ſhall certify it to the Chancellor of England, forcthe 

Time being, to the Intent that Proclamation , be 

made in the ſaid Chancery, for three Months, once 

* in every Month, that all Perſons. who have any 
< thing to object againſt | the ſaid Mulier, or Perſon 
« preteriding himſelf a legitimate Wlve, may pat ii 

their Ailegat' ons and O eee defore amy S 
© cate be given by the Biſhops.” | | 
An Act wan ah, — Gfievante, 

To Executors of which wass That whereas under Colour of Outaw-! 
wan g res, ſued out againſt certain Perſons, Occafion was 
© taken to moleſt others of the fame Name, and. to 

« ſeize. their Goods and Chattels, eſpecially when they 

< were. dead, Mcauſe there was no Remedy at Com- 

* mon Lad for Exrcurors to recover ſuch geiz ares; 

© therefore, it was enacted by this Parliament, iti fa- 

< your of Executers; that in Defence of the Teſtator's 
* Goods, a Writ called Tdrmtitace Nominis, ſhould' be 
© granted to them, and ſhould be as maintainable by 

them as by any other Perfon living. 
And Hindrance Complaint being made to the Houſes, that the 
= Navigation by Melcbhmen aſſembled in great Numbers, and being arm'd, 
_— did in a riotous afid reyellions Manner, — Te and 
hinder the Boats; Trows, Floats called Drays, carrying 
Wares and Merthandiſes 9 the River Severn, to 
Briftol, 'Glicefler, Moreeſler, utii other Places, and broke 
the faid Veſſels, to the End that the Traders might 
have their Boats and Veſſels of them only; therefore; 
it was enactétl, That all che King's Liege | 
© ſhould. have free Paſſage upon the faid River, to 
car their Goods and Chartels'3s they (pleaſe; wiih- 
gut any Moleſtation from the Weh; and if for the 
future, thy any ways moleſted them in their Paſhge, 
* or Traffek, the Party or Parties d&grieved ſhall have 
© their Mdion· at Common Law.“! 

\Remarkable-Petitions and Aniwets, in this Parla- 

meny 37572207 . | 

Het. That all Outlawrizs in Actions perſonal, pro- 
nounced 
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acme before the wa way of Additions, made the 1ſt of King Henry VI. 
ry V. may be pardon 
4% The King will be adviſed. —— 


Pet. That in the Writ of forging of falſe Deeds, 
the Yenire facias may be of both ounties, as well 
where the Land doth lie, as where the Writ is brought. 

Anſw. The ſame as before. 

Pet. That the Statute made Anne 8. Henry VI. 
Cap. a. touching . Deymart, may be utterly void and 
revoked. .. 

Anſw. The King expects to hear from his Ambaſ- 
ſador at chat Court; and in the mean time will be 
adviſed. 

Pet. The Commons of Northamber land, Cumber- 
land, Mi moreland, and the Biſhoprick of Durham, 
pray, that the Merchants of Newca/ftle, may, at all 
Times buy, and tranſport their own Wools. 

An ſtu. The King will be adviſed. | 

Pat. That Attachments and Prohibitions againft 
Tythe of great Wood, may be granted to every Per- 
ſon out of either of the Benches. 

Auſiu. The fame. 

Pet. That two Perſons in every 1 of the 
Realm, may by Commiſſion, be appointed to ſearch 
the due making of Woollen Cloths, and to ſeal the 
ſame, tak ing One Penny. 

Anſw. The King will be adviſed, 


In Conſideration of 200 7. paid by the Merchants of 
the Ifle of EH to certain Perſons of the County of 
Cambridge, to. buy Twenty Marks of Land by theYear ; 
it is enacted, That the faid Inhabitants for ever ſhall 
© be: diſcharged from paying any'Thing towards the Fees 

* of Knights of the Shire for Cambridgeſhire.” - 

We have no Account how long this Parliament fat ; 
but Hiſtorians tell us, that, before the Diſſolution of it, 
Ambaſſadors came from James King of Scots to the 
Duke of Glacgſter, to deſire that a Peace might be con- 
cluded between the two Nations. But the Duke, not 
willing to determine ſo important a Matter, without 
the Conſent of the People, referred it to the three E- 
ſtates, * aſter * Conſultation and many De- 

| e 40 461 a nee 
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- Kidg Henry VI. bates, ſettled' a Peace with them. Which Peace it was 
A beste with then thought would long continue, becauſe Scotland 
the Scots. 


was fo diſturbed dy home- bred Diviſions, that no Mo- 

leſtuion covid be expected from that Quarter ( H. 

a The young King ſtayed no longer in Paris, than 
un the Noblemen of Nane and Normandy had paid 

_ their Homage to him, after his Coronation; when he 

returned is Enyland, landed at Dover, and was met 
in his Way tö Ladin by the” Citizens, and cõnducted 
to Meſtminſter with great — 1 Triumph, and many 
Sers of Pageantry. 

Not gong Aﬀer the King s: Arrival, the Council 
e it neceſſary to call another Parliament for 
"which Purpoſe” tits of Summons were iſſued out 
dated Feb. 25, for one t meet at Wiftminfler, the 
2th Day of Aduy following 

At wich Time being aſſemdled, in the uſual Cham- 
ber within the Palace, che King himſelf on the Throne, 


At Weltminſtet and all the Lords and Commons attending. Jahn Staf- 


"ford, Biſhop of Bath and Noll, then Chancellor of 
England, was commanded to open the Cauſe of the 
„Summons: which he did in this Maypner, taking for 
bis Text theſe Words of Sk. Hair, Denins "Rm, Re- 
' gem honorifrate. | 
''' © Ofi' which Words he We two Points, the 
* firſt, a general Cour:ſel to Princes, that they might 
learn Knowledge; to obey and ſerve God, according 
to the Words « of the Prophet, Nunc Reges intellgite, 
Woe erudimii: gw judicatis Terram, ſervitt Domino in Ti- 
: © ore.” The' ſecond, a Commandment to Subjects 
©: t6Jekfity to obey and honour the Prince, according to 
tte Saying of the Apoſtle, Omni: Anima fublimiori- 
bus Pote ati hus ſubdita fits" non tim oft Poleſtus, Sc. 
© And àgain, Reddite omnibus an, 7. n, Ta Fi- 
butun , Ce. 
tb Which Points he teervitly entire $upon} * en- 
deavoured to prove by many Examples, Auiborhiiecs, 
and Sinmlitudes, that the King and Realm" of, Fag- 
10 2 Keen feng attain fo the: arne, of — and 
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for the attaining thereto, and ſuppreſſing ſuch Re- King Henry VI. 
© bels as deſpiſed the Rights of the Church, and would 
© deſttby the Miniſters of the ſame, was one Gauſe for 
tha calling this Aſſembly. The other was, for the 
due Exccution of the Laws, which was Salus cuſus- 
« lihet Civitatis et Regi. And the laſt. was, how to 
find Ways and Means to enrich the Subjects, who for 
aà long Time had liv'd in great Want and Penury.“ 
He concluded, as uſual, with acquainting them, that the 
King deſired that every Eſtate ſhould enjoy its on due 
Liberties; and that the Commons ſhould chuſe their 
Speaker, and preſent him the next Day to che King. 
On the ſecond Day of their fitting, the Duke of 
Glocefler. ſtood up in the Houſe of Lords and ſaid, That 
he had been informed the Commons had made a Decla- 
ration, that if they could underſtand the Lords of the 
King's Council intended to ſerve in their Station with 
perfect Unity, it would greatly encourage them to 
do their! Parts effectuallyj. That he promiſed, for 
© his Part, that although he was: Chief Preſident of 
© the Council, yet he would act nothing without the 
* Conſent of the Majority of them.“ :D his Declara- 
tion of the Duke's was, the next Day, made to the Com- 
mons, by the Chancelloo. a 
The Day after, the Commons preſented to the King JohnRuſſel,E\1; 
Fobn: Ruſſel, E1q;- for. thtir Speaker, who, making the elected Speaker. 
uſual Ptoteſtation, was allow'd of. They, then, with 
the Conlent'of the Lords, granted one Teuih and half A Subſily. 
a Fifteenth ; alſo one Vear's Subſidy on Wools, and 
the tame Tonnage and Poundage, as in the laſt Parlia- 


ment. But the King releas'd the Increaſe of Six-pence 


on every Pound, laid then on all Merchant Strangers. 


A grrat Complaint was madè to the Hauſes, by the Another Quarrel 


Cardinal Biſhop of HWinche/ter,, that he being in Flan- between Cardinal 1 


dert, inchis Way to Rome, was obliged to return back 1 — 


in order to clear himſclf from a Report that had been ceſter. 
ſpread that he was a Traytot to the Realm; of which, 


the Duke of Geer, by the King's Command, de- | 1 


clared him guiltleſs. But Sir Nobert Cet tan here re- 
marks, that the true Reaſon of the Cudinal's ſudden 
Return, was, chat having ſeveral of the King's Jew- 
.els in Pawn, he hai order'd them to be ſent after him; 

wo þF -.A65 Jo? to. '}-i 4A Which 
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King Remy V4. which Jewels, by Command ſrom the King, or ra- 
ther the Duke of Mr, were arreſted at Sendwich. 
This brought the Cardinal back in a mighty Pother ; 
and it appears by the next Article in the Record, that 
an Order was taken that the Cardinal Gould pay to the 
King 60oo/. more for them, and lend to him beſides 
14000 J. which was done accordingly ; and then he 
vll allow d to take them, or leave them behind him, at 
His Pleaſure.” The Kingalſo, with the Conſent of the 
other Eftates, granted a Pardon for all Offences, and 
for all Penalties and Pams incurred by him on the Sta- 
tute of Premuunire, Thus far Sir Robert; but another 
Hiſtofian-(?) ants us, that when the Jewels the 
Cardinal had an were deizedat Sandwich, be was 
then in Flanders upon the King's Affairs; but, on the 
News of the Seizure, be came dver in all haſte to Lon- 
Aon, without Leave 3 which gave the Duke of Glou- | 
ceſier Ocoaſion to Teige his Baggage. That, on the Day | 
after his Arrival, he went to the Houſe of Lords; and 
ſaid, he was come to clear himſelf 1 Orimes laid 
to his Charge, and vindicate his Tnnocency, againſt 
whoever ſhould be his Accuſer. That the Duke of 
-Gloutefter not thinking it proper to fupport what he diad 
advanced, the Prelate was anſwered, that fince none 
appeared to accuſe him, he ——ů—— as a loyal 
Subject. He thanked the Houſe for this Declaration, 
und defir'd it might be drawn up in Form; which was 
granted. Then he complain'd, that at his Arrival at | 
Sandwich his Baggage was feized ; and petition'd the 
Reſtitution. He maintained that the Seizure was made 
witheut'Caufe, and offered to lend the King 6000 /. 
for fix Yes; on Condition, 'thatiit the Seizure appear- 
eil tobe lawful, the Money lent ſhould be forfeited to ˖ 
E 
f 


the King's Uſe. He offer d moreover to lend him the 
like Sum, and to defer the Demand of the 13000 
Marks, due to him on another Account, provided the 
Payment of the whole ſnould be aſſign'd out of the 
next Subſidy granted to the King. His Aim was to 
ſnew his Regard ſor the King's and the People's f 
Wants. His Offers were accepted, and the Seizure re- b 
ſtor'd. Thus the Duke of Gloucefter, inſtead of hurt- 
ing 
(1) Refin's Hiſt, of Eng. Fol. Edit. p. 334, 335+ ke 
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ing his Enemy, had the Mortification to ſee, him re- King Henry VI. 

ceive the Applauſes of both Houſes. Mean While this 

Diſcord produced very ill Effects. As the Duke of Glous Which termi- 

ceſter had Friends and Adberents in the Council, the arch, favour 
ppoſition, generally between the two Parties, could : 

not but be very prejudicial to the King's Affairs. 

For, whilſt. the Duke and the Cardinal thought only of 

their own private Concerns, the War in France was 

neglected, though it was more neceſſary than ever to 

ſupport it with the greateſt Efforts. 1 nah) 

We have choſe to give this long Quotation from Ra- 
pin, as it particularly relates to this Deſign, and to ſet 
this Matter in as clear a Light as poſſible. The Autho- 
rities that Author quotes from, are ſome Inſtruments 
in the Public As, and Corton's Records. The Read- 
er may obſerve, that the latter differs widely from his 
Account, eſpecially in Regard to the Seizure of the 
Crown Jewels ; which was made on his going out of the 
Kingdom, and not on his. Return into it. And it is 
certain, that the Duke of Glouceſter was in the right to 
prevent the Cardinal from carrying ſach a Treafure over 
with him into Foreign Parts. However, the Prelate 
had Intereſt enough in this Parliament, to get the Peti- 
tion from the Commons, made in the laſt; again rati- 
fied; With the two ſubſequent Acts for Reſtitution, c. 
and all of them exemplified under the Broad Seal (m). 

But to go on with the other Proceedings of this Par- 
liament : Some more Matters of leſs Moment occurred; 
the principal of which are theſe, E 

Ihe Commons petitioned the King, that the Fees and 
Wages of the King's Judges, Serjeants, and Attorneys, 
might be paid, which was ordered accordingly. And 
» Order of the Houſes, certain Accountants of the 
. ing's Houſhold, by Name, were pardoned their Of- 

ences. 1 4118 

On the Petition of Richard Duke of York, Brother 
to Edward late Duke of York, and Couſin- German to 
Edmund late Earl of March, to have Livery of all the 
Hereditaments belonging to the faid Duke and Earl, 
by Ordinance of Parliament they were reſtored to = 

his 

(m) Fad. Ang. Tom. X. p. 516, 17, 18, 19. For an Inventory of theſe 
Jewels, x their particular Sorts, Weight and Value, ſee, alſo, 
P. $93, 5 
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vi. This was the famous Duke, of 1914, who firſt began 


"5 the open Quarrel between the two Houſes. In this 


Parliament, alſo, as was ahciently the Cuſtom, the 


King created the renowned Sir Fobn Cormoal Knght, 
Baron of Pannheppe ; there to ſit and enjoy the Liberty 


of a Baron! | 
e Fel Petitions and Hrfewers X 
H That the Deſendant in an Appeal of Maim 
may make his Attorney. : 

An: The King will be adviſed. 1 

Pet. That the Statute, made 7 Hen: Iv. 7 9. 
relating to Merchants Strangers may be executed with 
this Adjunct, viz, Pains and Penalties on the Eng//þ 
Merchants, and Officers of every Town for not execut- 
ing of it. 

Anſio. The King will be adviſed. 

Pit. That none be compelled to denn 0 in Nur 
wen, or. elſe where, touching bis F rank eee, 

Anſiu. The ſame. | 

Poel. That ſuch Perſons as ſhall have hes Goods 
taken by the Merchante of Hans, in their Parts, may 
have their Remedy by Action at Law in London, againſt 
the Hans Merchants reſiding in that City. © 

Ai. The ſame as before. | 

Pot. That no Merchant of other Perſon be impench- 
ed for the Seal of any Cloth, broad or narrow, after 


juch Time as the tl ( 2 has ſealed the ſame, and | 


Cuſtom is paid for it. 
Anf.' The fame. 


Pet. For ſpeedy Redreſsof and in all Actions 50 | 


ing to ſuch Perſons, as were e Members of the Houſe of 
Commons. 

Anſ. The ſame. 8 

Pet. That all Parſonages, . to ſome re- 
ligious Houſe, not endowing of Vicars on the ſame, 
may be within fix Months SN 
* Anſe- As defore. | | 

A Motion 


(n) Alnager, Aulra pagers in Latin, Ulniger or Ulnator, a Meaſurer of 
Cloth by Ell. This r was anciently , both Searcher and Mcaſurcr , 
of Cloth as well as Alnager, and was Collector of the Subſidy granted to 
the King by the ſeveral Statutes ; he had a peculiar Seal to denote the 
Defe&s which each Cloth contained. See Jacob's Law Dif. 
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A Motion was made, and a Device offered, for the King Henry v1. 


true making of Gaſcoign Wine. 

Anſ. The King will ſend this over to the Officers of 
Guienne, and appoint them to take Order therein, 

Pet. That Prohibitions and Attachments may be had, 
upon the Statute of the 45 Ed. III. againſt Parſons 
ſuing for Tithe-Wood above the Age of twenty Years. 
Auſ. The Statutes, to that purpoſe provided, ſhall be 
obſerved. ve | 

At the Petition of the Houſe of Commons, the King 
releaſed utterly, on account of certain Doubts, the 
Subſidy granted in the laſt Parliament on Lands and 
Tenements, ſo as it never ſhould be mentioned again; 
This looks as if all Parties were aſhamed of ſuch an 
uncommon Impoſition on the Subject in thoſe Days; 
tho' it is now no Novelty, and will continue, we fear, 
to beas immutable as. Fate. 118015 

The French War had, about this Time, run greatly 
againſt the Intereſt of the Eng/yb in that Kingdom ; and, 
in the eleventh Year of this King, another: Parliament 


e King gives | 


was called, by Writs dated May 24, to meet at est. Anno Regni 11. 


minſter on the 8th of July following. Being all aſſem- 
bled, before the King, in the Painted Chamber of the 
Palace, the Dukes of Bedford and Glecefter, both of them 
preſent ; the ſame Chancellor, as in the laſt Parliament, 
declared the Cauſe of the Summons, and took for his 
Theme, Suſcipiant Montes Pacem Populoy et Colles Fuſ- 


ticiam. bali e } 

This Subject, he divided into three Parts, accord- 
ing to the three Eſtates of the Realm; by the Moun- 
* tains, he underſtood Biſhops, Lords and Magiſtrates; 
© by the leſſer Hills, he meant Knights, Efquires, and 
Merchants; by the People, he meant Huſbandmen, 
* Artificers. and Labourers. To which three Eſtates he 
© endeavoured to prove, by many Examples and Au- 
* thorities, that a triple political Vertue ought to be- 
long; to the firſt, Unity, Peace and Concord, with- 
* out Diſſimulation; to the ſecond, Equity, Conſidera- 
tion and upright Juſtice, without Partiality; to the 
laſt, a due Obedience to the King, his Laws and Ma- 
« giſtrates, without grodging. By ſtrictly obſerving of 
all which, he affirmed, that infinite Bleſſings * great 
. cqui- 


33 
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King Heury vl. Acquifitions would acctue to the Nation; and that this 
very Aſſembly was called as a Means for that Purpoſe. 
& Wherefore he enjoined the Commons to make Choice 
© of their Speaker, and preſent him to the King as uſual”, 
| The Receivers and Tryers of Petitions being appoint- 
ed, for the different Kingdoms and Countries under 
Roger Hunt, Eſaʒ tbe Dominion of the Enghſh King, as was in thoſe 
choſen Speaker, Days the conſtant Cuſtom of Parliament, on the x 1th, 
of Ju the Commons preſented Roger Hunt, Eſq; for 
their Speaker; who with the uſual Ceremony, was 
allowed. | 2 7 

The 13th Day, the Duke of Bedford roſe up before 
the King, in the Houſe of Lords, and faid * That for 
* two eſpecial Cauſes he had come into the King's Pre- 
< ſence, and left his Charge beyond Sea: The one was for 
the Safeguard of the King's Perſon ;' and the other, to 
© clear himſelf from ſome Slanders whieh were caſt up- 
on him, as that he had been the Occaſion of the late 
great Loſſes in France and Normandy, by his Default 
and Negligence; and offered to take his Tryal for the 
© fame'. On which the Chancellor, by the King's 
Command, declared That his Majeſty took him for his 
© true and faithful Subject, and moſt dear Uncle; and, 
* for his coming, at that Time, gave him moſt hearty 
Thanks. . 

After this Parliament had ſat a Month, the Plague 
began to break out in London; therefore, the Chancellor, 
by the r called them all before him; 
gave them Thanks for their Attendance; and, on the 
13th, of Auguſt prorogued the Parliament to the fif- 
teenth Day after St. Miebael, enſuing, at Weſt- 
minſter. But, becauſe the King's Occaſions for Mo- 

ney were very urgent, and could 'not ſtay till the next 
Seffion, it was ordained, that the Treaſurer of Exgland 
ſhould keep in his Hands 2000 J. for the Service of the 
Houſhold. | warts, ques | 

It is to be ſuppoſed that this Parliament met again 
at the Time appointed, but we hear no more of their 
Tranſactions till the third Day of November; when 
the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons came before the 
King, in the other Hoyſe, and ſhewed to his Majeſty a 
Precedent, in the Reign of King: Edward II. i 
ä that 


J r . = 
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that King commanded the Biſhops and Clergy, to pre- King Henry VI. 
nounce Sentence of Excommunication againſt certain 
Offenders at that Time. The Speaker then defired bis 
Majeſty to act in the fame Manner, and cauſe the 
Clergy to excommunicate ſome that were then culpa- 
ble. But, all that was done in this Affair, was, that the 
King took the Precedent, and promis'd to be adviſed. 

At the ſame Time the Speaker preſented to the King 
and Lords one Article, amongſt others, in an Ordinance 
of Parliament, made in the 8th of this Reign, where- 
by, it was eſtabliſhed, That no Nobleman, nor other 
Perſon, ſhould retain in his Service any Offender againſt 
the Law, or maintain any Title or Quatrel. Which 
Article, all the Biſhops and Lords, there preſent, were 
ſworn to obſerve. And, ſome Days after, the King 
commanded the Duke of Bedford to go to the Houſe of 
Commons, and ſwear all the Members to perform the The whole Na- 
Article aforeſaid, which be did accordingly, —_— 

And it was alſo enacted, by general Conſent, That all aq gain 
the Lords, Knights, Eſquires, Yeomen and other Quarrels. 
Perſons throughout the Realm, ſhould, by ſpecial 
Commiſſions, de ſworn to perform the ſaid Articles. 
This Act, or Ordinance, ſeems calculated to prevent 
the evil Effect of the then mortal Quarrel, between the 
—_—_ Biſhop of Winchefler and the Duke of G- 
ceeſter. | 
Nevember 24, the Commons came again before the 
King and Lords, and by their Speaker complimented Duke of Bedford 
the Duke of Bedford, on his warlike Behaviour and fert of France 
notable Deeds done in France; and particularly, for his Thanks of the 
Conduct in the Battle of Yerney/. Beſides, they com- Commons. 
mended him for his politic Government in the Regency 
of that Kingdom ; and for which they defired the King 
to infiſt upon the ſaid Duke's perſonal Attendance about 
him; and, after ſome Conſultation amongſt the Lords, 
the Duke, at his Majeſty's Requeſt, accepted the Office. 
But at the: ſame Time he required, that fix Articles 
might be agreed to by Parliament, relating to the Go- 
rernment, which was granted. And by theſe Articles, 
Which the Abridger remarks, were all very reaſonable, 
the Duke of Bedford recover'd ſome Part of the Preroga- 
uve which the Duke of G/ocefler had loſt, oo the 

malicious 
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Kiat Heury VI. malicious Intriegues of the Cardinal and the Clergy, who 
were his ſworn Enemies. After this the Duke of Bed- 
ord took 'occafion to declare before the Parliament, 
That whereas he, and the Duke of Gloceſter, for their 
Attendance as principal Counſellors, or Preſidents of 
the Council, had ſome Years an Allowance made 

42 * them of 8000 Marks Yearly ; at other Times 6000 

um. Marks; ſometimes g odo, but never leſs than 4000 Marks 
Vearly, he would now, for his perſonal Attendance, on! 
require an Allowance of 1000/7. a Year, and 5001, 
for paſſing the Sea into France, or repaſſing it, as oft 
as there was occaſion. Which Demand, being thought 
very" reaſonable by both the Houſes, was readily grant- 
ed l ; - ” » 3 F ; 


The Subſidy granted by this Parliament, was a T en:h 
A Subſdy; and a Fteenth, to be levied on the Laity. They like- 
— - _ wiſe granted the ſame Tonnage and Poundage as was 
given the laſt Vear, for two Vears to come; as, alſo, 
.  a'Sublidy.'of 53 4. and 4 d. on every Sack of Wool for 
. _ three Years eniuing. Authority was alſo given to the 
King's Council, to enter into Securities for 100,000 
Marks for the preſent Occaſions of the Government. 
A Vote of Credit, which, the Reader may obſerve, has 
Anda Vote of been mote frequent in this Reign than in any preceeding 
Credit. one. An Hiſtorian remarks, but erroneouſly, on the 
Proceedings of this Parliament, that no Taxes wer 
given the King by it. Perhape, adds he, it was be- 
cCauſe the Duty of Tonnage and Poundage, which was 
given this King in his third Year was ſtill continued. 
24 10 And, whereas, before they were granted for certain 
Cuflos 6.6 5," ears only, they were now indefinitely given him 
called. © for the Service of the War; and from thence, as 
* Stow'' ſays, they received the Name of Cuſtoms ; 
i. e. uſual and conſtant Payments (o). 
A Petition of Thomas Langley, then Biſhop of Dur- 
ham, was preſented to the Houſe of Lords, ſetting 
forth, That whereas the King had granted a Commiſſion 
to certain Perſons, there named, and they by virtue 
thereof ſat and made Enquiry at Horton Pool, within 
the County. Palatine of Burham; he therefore prayed 
that the ſaid Commiſſion might be revoked, Hereupon 
dir William karl Knight, the King's Atorney Gene- 
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10 
1- ral, very learned!y endeavoured to prove That the King Henry VL, 
t, & ſaid Biſhop ought to have no County Palatine, nor 
ir © Liberties Royal'. On the contrary, the Biſhop pro- 
of duced his Authorities to prove his Right, and the Mat- — 
E ter was ſtrenuouſly debated between them. At laſt tine — hou 
Jo Judgment was given for the Biſhop, and the faid In- aſcertained by * 
ks quiſition returned into Chancery, or elſewhere, was Parliament. 
1 declared null and void. The Abridger remarks, that the 
. Record of this Matter is very long, and ſhews the Ful- 
6 neſs of Power in the Liberties of this County Pala- 
t tine. | 
t- Ralph Lord Cromwel, High Treaſurer of England, pe- 
titioned the Parliament, that they would take into Con- 
i ſideration the State of the Revenues of the Crown and 
e· the Diſburſements, the ſaid Revenue being not able to | 
as ſupply the Expence by 35,0001. Yearly ; wherefore he n 
o, prayed, that Order might be taken forthe King's Houſ- 
or bold; that he may enjoy the Office as freely as others 
he before him; and that no Grant be paſſed by the King | 
00 without the Knowledge of him the faid Treaſurer. He g 
It. alſo, by three long Schedules annexed, ſhewed the Par- | 
FL ticulars of the whole Revenues and Profits of the Crown, | 
Ng with the Charge out of the ſame in all Ways and 
he Means. This was thought proper to be laid before the 
re Commons, and all the Requeſts aforeſaid were granted. 
e- The ſaid Lord Cromwel by another Petition, alſo, ſhew- | 
a8 ed, that Warrants for Pay ments were come to him for | 
d, more than two Years Profits of the Crown ; wherefore, | 
in he deſired, that the Conſideration of the King's Eſtate | 
m might be ſpeedy, and that a Preſcription for his Payment | 
as ſhould be made. | 
s3 In the Statutes at Large are ſeveral Acts made | 
this Parliament, on the Petitions of the Commons, very Ag, pad. | 
. conducive to the public Good, There are likewiſe | 
Pg ſome more Petitions, on Private Properties, in the | 
on Abridgement, not anſwering this Purpoſe. Some of the 
tue moſt remarkable Acts, we think proper to give an 
win Abſtract of, are as follows. 
'ed I. It was provided by an Act, That ſuch Perſons as | 
on were Keepers of the Stews or More- Houſes in South- | 
bee wark, ſhould not be imp innell'd upon any Jury, nor | 
As | 


keep an Inn or Tavern in any other Places, leaſt Men 
Vor, II, P 
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King Henry VI. of ſuch vile Conſciences and Practices ſhould corrupt 


Juſtice, and propigate their Villanies over the Na- 
tion. | 

II. It was enacted. © That even Diſſeiſors ſhould not 
be put out of Poſſeſſion by any Colluſive Tricks of 


Law, as was then uſual, by making the Sheriff the Diſ- 


ſeiſor, and then entring upon the Lands for the Default 
of the Tenant's not anſwering ;* Wherefore it was or- 
dain'd, * Thatall ſuch Writs ſhall be abated and quaſh- 
ed And - 

III. In the Behalf of the Perſon diſſeiſed wrongfully 
of his Lands, whereas before the Law was, that the 
Diſſeiſee might ſue the Diſſeiſor in his Life-time, if he 
took the Profits at the Time of the Suit commenced, 
which to avoid, the Diſſeiſors made over the Land by 
Feoffments to others, and ſo avoided the Suit: Where- 
upon it was enacted, That the Diſſeiſees ſhould have 
their Action as well againſt the Feoffee, as Diſſeiſor 
himfelf, if either of them take the Profits of the Land.” 

IV. And becauſe divers Tenants of Lands for Term 
of Life and Years, made over the faid Lands to other 
Under-Tenants, to the end that they might not be lia- 
ble to Writs of Waſte, for the Damages done upon the ſaid 
Lands by their Order and Connivance before the Grant 
of the faid Leaſes; It was hereupon enacted, * That the 
Tenant in Reverſion might have his Action againſt 
the Tenant for Life or Years, for the Damages done, 
as well before as after the Leafe made to any Under- 
Tenants, and recover treble Damages for the ſaid 
Waſte, provided that it were prov'd, that the ſaid 
Firſt-Tenants took the Profits of the Land to their awn 
proper Uſe at che Time of the Waſte done.” | 

. Whereas divers Suits and Indictments, as well 
for the King as his Subjects, were diſcontinu'd by mak- 
ing ofnew Commiſſions for the Peace, to the great De- 
lay of Juſtice, and Wrong of the Subjects, it was en- 
ated, That no Pleas, or Procefles ſhould be diſconti- 
nu'd by any new Commiſſions, but the Juſtices ſo 
made, ſhould have Power and Authority to continue all 
Pleas depending, and determine the fame.” | 
VI. An Abuſe alſo being crept into the Nation about 
Me:tuies Contrary to the Statutes; and Purveyors, Bak- 

| ers, 
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ers, Merchants, and Buyers of Corn, taking Nine King Henry VI. 


Buſhels for the Quarter; it was enacted, That the 
Statutes for Weights and Meaſures ſhould be proclaim'd 
in every Market-Town, and that there ſhould be a Bu- 
ſhel, common Ballance and Weights in every Market- 
Town, City and Borough kept by the Mayor and Juſ- 
tices, „ to the Standard in the Exchequer ; and it 
any Perſon ſhall preſume to Sell or Buy by any other 
Weight or Meaſures, they ſhall forfeit Five Pounds to 
the Perſon that ſhall ſue for it, and Five Pounds to the 


Kin * : 

Wi. Recogniſors having found out a way to defeat 
the Executions of ſuch Perſon as they were indebted to 
by Recognizance, by bringing their Writs De Corpus 
cum Cauſa out of Chantery, and giving Sureties to the 
King only, were deliver'd out of Priſon, and their Cre- 
ditors Jefouted of their Debts; ir was therefore or- 
dain'd, That Sureties ſhould be given as well to the 
ro as to the King, that their Debts may be ſurely 
pal 2 24 | _ 

Other Acts of leſs Importance were alſo made 
this Seffion ; as about the Meafure of certain Cloths, 
call'd Streights ; for the puniſhing of ſuch as ſhall dare 
to affault any Perſon coming io the Parliament or 
Council by the King's Command: And laſtly, For 
ſetting a Price upon Wax-Candles, Images and Fi- 

ures: But theſe Acts being only Temporary, and long 
mee out of Uſe, deſerve little Regard.* ' * 

We ſhall only obſerve that this Parliament fat to the 
21ſt of December, for on 'that Day the Biſhops and 
Lords of the King's Council were aſked whether they 
would attend? The Cardinal, the two Archbiſhops, the 
Biſhops of E and Lincoln, anſwer'd ww would when 
they 1 but all the others promiſed abſolutely to 
attend. | 

The French War ſtill continued, and about this 
Time with good Succeſs to the Engliſb, under the Con- 
duct of the victorious Lord Talbot and the Earl of Arun- 
del. But the latter having the Misfortune to be kill'd, 
before the paltry Caſtle of Gerberoy, and the Dukes of 
Bedford and Burgundy commencing a Quarrel, which 
ended in an open Rupture between them, Affairs were 
again thrown into a —_— Situation in that — 
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King Henry VI. In this Interval we find that Writs of Summons were 
ſent. out to call a Parliament, dated Nevember 1ſt, to 
meet at JZ7/tmin/ler on the 8th Day of u, following; 
which was afterwards prorogued to Reading fifteen Days 
after Michaelmas, in the 12th Year of this King's Reign. 
The 2 of the Records hath given us no Proceed- 
ings of this Parliament, for which Reaſon we ſuppoſe 
they were not entered on the Rolls; nor are there any 
40 in the Statute Books relating to it. It was not 
till two Years after, that a Parliament fat to do Buſineſs, 
which was called by Writs dated at Veſiminſtor, July 
5th Auna Dom. 1435, to meet at the ſame Place on the 
Loth of ket fo 2 e 

8 On which Day being aſſembled before the K ing, ſit- 

8 ung in his Chair of State in the Painted Chamber. the 

At Weſtminſter. Biſhop of Bath and Wells (p) then Chancellor of Eng- 
land, by the King's Command, opened the Seſſion with 
a Speech, and took for his Theme this Text, Solliciti ſitis 
ſervare Unitatem Spiritus in Vinculo Paci:; and, amongſt 
other Matters, he told them That the Duke of Bur- 
* gundy, ho had ſworn Allegiance both to the King 
and his Father, had baſely broke hisOath and revolted ; 
* That he had appointed a Diet, or Sitting, at Arras, 
without the; King's Knowledge, where two Cardi- 
nals came to treat about a Peace between England and 
* France; That aſter the King was acquainted with it, he 
« ſent ſome Perſons of Quality as his Embaſſadors at this 
Meeting, who there propoſed reaſonable and honeſt 
Terms of Agreement, which the French refuſed and 
< ſcoffed atz by which nothing was done at that Diet. 
After which the King, he ſaid, was told, that the 
© ſaid Duke of Burgundy had entred into a League with 
* the French; and, as ſuch, there remained nothing 
© for the King to do, but either to loſe his Stile and Ti- 
© tle, and Kingdom of France, or elſe reſolve to defend 
the ſame by Force. How to act in the beſt Manner in 
© theſe Affairs, he added, was the Cauie of this Aſſembly ; 
© for which End he deſired the Commons to chuſe a Speak- 
er, and next Day to preſent him to the King'*. Accord- 


ingly, 


(p) John * who was afterwards tranſlated to Canterbury, 
LIZ Nzvge's Faſii, 42 
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ingly, they preſented John Bowes Eſq; whoſe Excuſe 
_ refuſed, he made the uſual Proteſtation which was 
owed. | 


| 8 
The firſt Thing we find upon the Record that this 


Parliament went upon, was to give Authority to the 
King's Council, to make Securities to the Creditors of 
the Crown for oo, ooo l. By the King's Letters 
Patents, Security was, alſo, given to certain Per ſons, 
there named, for 8000 Marks, ſent by them to the 
King, out of the Revenues of the Duke of Bedferd, 
and the Earl of Arundel deceaſed. 

An unuſual Subſidy was, alſo, granted by this Par- 


King Henry VI. 
John Bowes Eſq; 
peaker, 


An unuſual large 


lament, viz. that every Perſon holding any Frank Ten- Subfivy, 


ant in Lands, Annuities, Fees, Offices, or Heredita- 
ments, above the Yearly Value of five Pounds, ſhould 
pay Six-pence for every Pound, upon his Oath. Alſo, 
a Tenth and a Fifteenth was granted the King on the 
Laity ; deducting thereof 4000 J. for the Relief of de- 
cayed Towns and Villages. A Subſidy, alſo, on every 
Sack of Wool; 335. 4 d. from Merchants Denizens 
and 46 s, 8 d. from Aliens; and ſo according to that 
Rate on other Staple Ware, was granted the King, 
with Tonnage and Poundage for two Years, 

It is ſuppoſed that theſe large Sublidies were granted, 
as a very extraordinary Aid, to enable the King to keep 
his Poſſeſſions in France, then in great Danger of being 
entirely loſt, What gave the greateſt Blow to that Inte- 
reſt was the Death of the Duke of Bedford, Regent of 
France, who died at Roon, September the fourteenth, 
1435, ſoon after a Peace had been concluded between 
Charles the French King and the Duke of Burgundy. 
It is faid, that the Duke of Bedford ſoreſaw the Change, 
that would inevitably follow the making this Union, 
and that it would root the Engi/h out of France; 
which was one great Reaſon that haſtned his Death (9). 

Some public Acts were made this Seſſion, in order 
chiefly | to regulate ſome Abuſes in other Acts, or to ex- 
plain them better. The-moſt remarkable are, That the 
\ © Judges, in their Circuits, ſhall have Power to give 
* ſudgments in all Cafes of Felony and Treaſon, - 

well 


% Daniel in Kenner 378. 
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King Henry VI. < well upon Perſons acquitted as attainted, arid award 


| Laws Enacted, 


* Executions according to that Judgment. That all 
© Wools and Wool-fels, that ſhall be ſhip'd to be tranſ- 
4 __ ſhall be carry'd to Calais only; and no Licenſes 
© ſhall be granted to the contrary, except by the King 
* and Council. That all Wool and Wool- ſels, and 
other Merchandizes of the Staple, which ſhall be 
* ſhipped in any Creeks or Potts, clandeſtinely, in or- 
der to cheat the King of his Subſidies and Cuſtoms, 
© ſhall be forfeited tothe King. That all Perſons who 
© ſhall dare to diſturb any Foreigners, in ſelling Fiſh 
© or other Victuals, either by Wholeſale or Retale, ſhall 
* forfeit Ten Pounds, one Moiety to the King, and 
the other to the Perſon that ſhall fue for the ſame”. 
There is nothing elſe remarkable which paſſed in this 
Seſſion of Parliament; and the French War ſtill ſub- 
fiſting, another was called to meet at Cambridge, 
January 21ſt, the very next Year after the Jaſt : But, 
for Reaſons of State, not mentioned, was ordered by 
other Writs to meet at We/tmin/ter on the Day aſote- 
ſaid. 5 
John, Piſhop of Bath and Tells, Chancellor of Eng- 


Anne Regni, 15. land, opened this Seſſion with a very elaborate Speech, 


At Weitminſter. 


and made this Text his Subject, Carena Regni in Ma- 
nu Dei, &c. Iſaiab 62. On which he demonſtrated, 
* That three Sorts of Men ate crowned ; viz. all Chrij- 
tian in their Baptiſm} in Token whereof they are 
© anointed ;- all Clerks in their Order, in Token where- 
of they are ſhaven; and all King's in their Coronati- 
© on, who in Token thereof wear a Crown of Gold 
© ſet about with Flowers and precious Stones. The 
* Figure of the Crown he reſembled to the Body po- 
© litic of the Nation; the Flowers and Stones to the 
© Honours and Offices of a Prince, as Gold eſtima- 
© ble and durable; and that Commonwealth is moſt 
firm and ſtable which is governed by the faithſul 
Care ofa Prince; ſor, as Gold is flexible to the 
* Workman, ſo ought every Part of the Commonality 
© to be at the Beck of the Prince, ſeeking the Proſ- 
« perity of Him'. a ä 

The erecting and ſtanding of the Flowers, in the 
© upper Part of the Crown, denoteth the King's Pre- 
heminency 


— r o — — 
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* heminency over his Subjects; which ought to be gar» ging Henry VI; _ 


© niſhed with four Cardinal Virtues. That is to ſay, 
« in the Fore-Part ought to be Wiſdom, adorned with 
© three precious Stones, viz. Memory of Things paſt, » 
* CircumſpeRtion of Things preſent, and Prudence in. 
© Things to come On the Right Hand ought to be 
© Fortitude, accompanied with Courage in attempt- 
ing, Patience in ſuffering, and Perſeverance in well- 
* meaning. On the Leſt Side ought to be Juſtice, di- 
« {tributing ber Arms three Ways, to the beit, mean, 
rand loweſt. On the Hinder-Patrt- ought to be Lem 
perance with her Trinity, vr. Reſtraint of Senſuality. 
in Fear, Silence in Speech, and Mortification in 
Will: All which, proceeding from God, fully prov'd 
* that the Crown of the King was in the Hand of Gad. 
He concluded with declaring, hat this Parlia- 
* ment was called for three principal Cauſes; the firſt, 
for Juſtice and Peace amongſt Subjects; the ſecond,” 
how the Commodities growing Within this Realm 
might have a ready Vent; the thitd, how the Rum 
might be defended, and the Sea kept agzinſt Encmics 
and Rebels. To which End, he deſired the Com- 
* mons to chuſe their Speaker, and preſent him the 


* next Day to the King. 
The Receivers and T ryers of Petitions for England, 


and all other Parts of the King's Dominions, being ap-, "ID 
pointed, according to ancient Cuſtom, the Common: -— As 
preſented Sir John T:rret, Knight, to be their Speak- falling Sick, 
er, whoſe Excuſe being refuſed, he, with the common 3 Beerly, 


Proteſtation, was allowed, But, March the 19th, ay, 
Committee of Commons was ſent to the King, declar- 
ing that their Houſe bad newly choſen William Beer 
„ Eſq, to be their Speaker, in the Room of Sir Join 
7irrel, diſabled from attending by grievous Sickneis, 
which Milliam wasallow'd by the King under the utual 


Proteſtation. 


The Subſidies granted by this Parliamant were the... 8 


like Tenth and Fiftecuth, as in the laſt. Allo, the ſame 
Subſidy on Wool, c. was granted for three Years 
io come. Authority was likewiſe given to the King's 
Council, to make Aſlurances to the King's Creditors, 
lor the Sum of 100,000 /, And by the ſame Autho- 

rity, 
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King Henry VI. rity, the Treaſurer of England was to pay to the Car- 


dinal Biſhop of Wincheſter 2000 Marks. 

The important Town of Calais was, at this Time, 
beſieged by the Duke of Burgundy in Perſon, and a nu- 
merous Army. On this, the Duke of Ghlocefter, Cap- 
tain or Governor of the ſaid Town, petitioned this 
Parliament, that if any Misfortune ſhould happen to 
his Charge, for Want of Payment of the Soldiers in 
that Garriſon, the ſame might not be imputed to his 
Miſconduct. However, Hiſtory informs us, that the 
Duke of Gloceſſer went over in Perſon, with an Army, 
tothe Relief of that Town; on whoſe Arrival, the 
Flemings, under the Duke of Burgundy, rais'd the 
Siege, and fled away ſhamefully for fear of a Battle. 

The particular Acts that were made this Seſſion 
were, firſt, * A Remedy was provided againſt vexatious 
and troubleſome Suits of ſuch Perſons, as were nat of the 
King's Houſhold, in the Court of Stewards and Mar- 
ſhals of the King's Houſe ; and it was allowed as an 
Exemption from their Juriſdition to plead and aver, 
that they are not of the King's Houle.” | 

Second, An Allowance was given to all the King's 
Subjects of England to tranſport Corn, when at a low 
Price, out of the Realm, viz. Wheat at fix Shillings 
and eight Pence, and Barley at three Shillings and four 
Pence the Quarter.” | 

Third, An Injunction to all Sheriffs, Bailiffs of Fran- 
chiſes, and Coroners, that in Actions, or Writs of At- 
taint of Plea for Lands, of the yearly Value of forty 
Pounds, they do not return nor impannel any Perſons 
but ſuch as be inhabiting in his Bailiwick, and have an 
Eſtate to their own Uſe, in Lands and Tenzments, to 
the yearly Value of twenty Pounds or more, on the 
Penalty of forfeiting ten Pounds to the King, and ten 
Pounds to the Plaintiffs in the ſaid Action or Writs of 
Attaint ; and that no Perſon of leſs Sufficiency of Free- 
hold than twenty Pounds a Year, ſhall be ſworn in the 
King's Court upon any Iflue in the ſaid Actions, if he 
be by the Plaintiffs in due Form challenged.” - “ 

Fourth, A Permiſſion was given to all Perſons, as 
well Religious as Secular, to appoint themſelves General 
| 8 8 Attorneys 
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Attorneys to ſue or plead for them, in every Hundred or King Henry v 


Wapontake.“ And, 6 

Fifth, A Prohibition was laid upon all Merchants, 
to ſhip or cauſe to be ſhipped any Wool, Wool-Fells, 
or other Merchandizes belonging to the Staple, in any 
Place within this Realm, except at the Keys and 
Wharfs aſſign'd by the Statute, where the King's 
Weights and Wools are ſet; excepting the Merchants 
of Genoa (r), Venice, Tuſcany, Florence, Catalonia, 
and the Burgeſſes of Berwick. 

Some Petitions, alſo, of a mote publick Concern 
than ordinary, may not be improper to take Notice of, 


as, 
On a Petition of Humphrey, Duke of Glocefler, and 


Dame Eleanor his Wife, the King granted his Letters Petitions in Par- 
Patents, confirmed by this Parliament, giving Licence liament. 


to the ſaid Duke to impark 200 Acres of Land in Green- 
wich, and that they may embattle their Manor- Houſe 
there, and build it with Stone; alſo to raiſe a Tower 
of Stone within the faid Park. 

John, Earl of Oxford, petition'd for a Pardon for 
300 J. the Remainder of a Fine of 3000./. paid to the 
King for marrying without Licence. It was anſwered, 
that the ſaid Debt was aſſign'd over, but that the King 
would remember him ſome other Way. 

Sir Richard Waordville, Knight, paid to the King 
10001, as a Fine for marrying Faquet, or Faqueline, 
Dutcheſs of Bedford, without Licence. This Foreign 
Lady ſhew'd as little Continence in her Widowhood, 
as Queen Catherine had done; being quickly married 
again to the aforeſaid brick young Knight, afterwards 
created Earl of Rivers, by whom ſhe had ſeveral Chil- 
dren; and amongſt them the Lady Elizabeth, who, 
being Wife to King Edward the Fourth, was after- 
wards Queen of England. 

About this Time died Catherine (5), Queen of Eng- 
land, Mother to Henry VI. and it being notified to the 
King in Parliament, that his Mother had made him ſole 
Executor to her Will, the King appointed Robert 1 

on, 


(r) In the old Statute, this City of Genoa is always wrote Jean. 
(s) She died Jan. 2, 1436-7, at Bermondſ'a, and was buried at 
W:ftminſfter, 
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A general Par- 
don. 


Anno Regni 18. 
1439- 
At Weſtminſter, 


King Henry V1. Hon, Clerk, Keeper. of the great Wardrobe, John 


this Parliament, was the King's general Pardon of all 
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Merſton and Richard Alreed, Eſqrs. to execute the ſaid 
Queen's Will; under the Direction of the Cardinal, 
the Duke of Glaceſter, and the Biſhop of Lincoln, or 
any two of them io whom they ſhould account. 

On the Petition of Jalel, late Wife of John Bote- 
ler, of Beunſiy, in the County of Lancaſter, Knight, 
which abel, one William Pull, of M inall, in the 
County of Cheſter, Gentleman, ſhamefvlly did raviſh; 
it was enacted, That if the ſaid Milliam do not ſurren- 
der himſelf, after Proclamation made againſt him, that 
he ſhould be taken as a Traytor attainted. The faid 
Jabel, by another Petition, ſnewed how the ſaid William, 
by Dureſs and Means of Impriſonment, enforced her 
to marry him, and under Colour thereof, raviſh'd her; 
for which ſhe prayed to have her Appeal, which was 


granted. +» | 
The laſt Things we find on the Record, tranſacted 


Treaſons, Felonies, Forfeitures, and other Offences ; 
but this does not appear in the Statute-Books. And 
Authority was given to the Lords of the Council, to 
anſwer all ſuch Petitions as were not anſwered in this 

Parliament. DT | 
We have now a Courſe of three Years before we meet 
with another Parliament; during which Time our 
larger Engliſb Hiſtorians are very full in their Deſcrip- 
tions of the French War, and the various Effects of it 
to both Nations. But in the Year 1439, the Engl” 
Government wanting freſh Supplies, a Parliament was 
ſummon'd, to meet on the Morrow after the Feaſt of 
St Martin, or November 12th, at Wiſtminfter. 
Ar which Time and Place being all aſſembled, the 
Biſhop of Path and Mell, ſtilt Chancellor, was com- 
manded by the King to open the Seſſion by a Speech, 
who touk for his Subject this Text from AZattheww ii. 
Adaperiat Dominus Cor noſtrum in Lege ſua, et in Præ- 
ceptis ſuis, et faciat Pacem, &r. From which Words 
he endeavour'd to draw two eſpecial Points; the firſt, 
What great Defire every Chriſtian ought to have to 
© the Reformation of his Lite, by the only Means of 
© God; who, againſt all Hardneſs was to bend, 51 to 
a 6 incline 


6 


„ 


„ „ kay 
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« incline his Heart to God's Laws and Commandments. x. v Vi, 
The ſecond, what Thirſt every ſick Chriſtian ought 9 
« to have, to crave and ſeek Peace, after his manifold 
Conflicts and Battles in this World. 

« As to the firſt, that God ſhould open the Heart, 
and not the Hearts, ſince the Words were ſpoken 
© to the Children of ae; he noted that thereby was 
© meant a myſtical Unity, according to theſe Words 
in Judges ii. Convenit univerſus Iſrael ad Civitatem 
© quaſi Homo unus, eadem Mente, unoque Conſilio. 
Which being ſpoken to them, was left for our 
Learning, that we might follow the ſame, and might 
© attain to true Peace. 

To the ſecond, By this Word IJſrael is underſtood 
© their States, namely, of Princes, of Nobles, of 
© Power and of Wiſdom; all which, if they the fame 
© agreed in Unity, there was no doubt but Peace of 
Body and Soul would enſue. 

For the Reſtoring of which, he told them, that this 
© Parliament was called; remembring them, that the 
King would have all Eſtates enjoy their Liberties; 
© then defired the Commons to chuſe, and the next 
© Day preſent their Speaker to the King,” 

This formal Prelate having ended his Spiritual Ha- ham Tie 
rangue, the next Day the Commons preſented to the ham, Eſc; 
King William Treſham Eſq; who with the uſual Solem- Speaker. 
nity was allowed. 

'he Subfidies granted, by this Parliament, were a 

Tenth, and a F.fieenth ; and half a Fifteenth was grant- 
ed to be levied of the Laity, in ſuch Form as was in the 
fourth Year of this King. An Impoſt on Wools was 
alſo granted for three Years, as Auno 14. Hen. VI. The 
Commons allo, granted to the King, that all Aliens, 
not Denizens, within the Realm, thould pay to the 
King Yearly, Sixteen Pence for each, being an Houſe- 
keeper z- being none, Six Pence. 
"he ſame Authority was alſo given to the Treaſurer of 
England, and others, to make Securities for 100,000 /. 
as in former Parliaments. An Order was alſo taken 
for the Payment of the King's Debts, contraCted for 
the Proviſions of his Houſhold. 


Supplies granted, 


— 


December, 
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King Henry VI. December, 21, the Chancellor by the King's Com- 
mand declared to the Lords and Commons, that the 
The Parliament King had prorogued the Parliament from that Day unto 
Prorogued to the Day after St. Hilary nexc coming, to be holden at 
Reading. ng. 2 

There were no leſs than Nineteen Statutes made in 
this Parliament, tho' how long it fat at both Places, 
is uncertain. The moſt remarkable of which Acts are 

I. That Cheeſe and Butter may be carried out of 
the Kingdom without Licence.” | 11. 

II. That Merchant Strangers ſhall not ſell their Mer- 
chandizes one to another in Eng/and, but that every 
ſuch Merchant ſhall have an Hoſt or Surveyor, ap- 
pointed him at his landing, by the Chief Officer of the 
"Town or Place where he ſhall land, who ſhall keep a 
Regiſter of all he buys and ſells, and take two Pence in 
the Pound of him for all Merchandize by him bought 
or ſold, and the ſaid Merchants ſhall ſell and buy all 
within eight Months.” 

III. That all Perſons, made Juſtices of the Peace, 
ſhould have Lands and Tenements to the Value of 
twenty Pounds a Year, except in Cities and Corpora- 
tions.” The Reaton aſſigned for this Statute was then, 
as it has very lately been thought proper, becauſe that 
ſome Perſons had been appointed Juſtices, who, on 
account cf their Meanneſs and Incapacity could not 
govern or direct the People ; whilſt others, by rea- 
jon of their Neceflities, committed great Extortions 
and Oppreſſious. : 

IV. * That no Captain ſhall detain the Wages of 
Common Soldiers, except it be for their Clothing, un- 
cer the Penalty of twenty Pounds for A N and 
ten Pounds for a Bow; io be paid to the King (7). 

V. That every Perſon muſtering and receiving the 
King's Wages, who ſhall depart from their Captains 
and the King's Service, without apparent Licence 
granted them by the ſaid Captains, ſhall be puniſhed as 
Felons.” 

VII. That no Perſon ſhall be a Collector of Di/jmes 
and Quinzimes, ({enths and Fifteentks,] in any Coun- 

ty, 


Acts paſs'd, 


(:) Statute 18 Hen. VI. Chap. 18. 
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ty, who is ſo in the City of the ſame; except he be King Henry VI 


able to diſpend, in Lands and Tenements, in the faid 
County, an Hundred Shillings a Y ear, over and above all 
Charges and Repriſes.” 

There are, alſo, many Petitions on Private Affairs, 
which are not worth Notice; the moſt publick from 
the Commons, with their Anſwers, are as follows: 

Pet. That no Perſon once making Fine for not being 


K nighted, be ever again called for it; and that the P*tuions. 


Fines be no other than uſual. | 

Anſw. The King will be adviſed, | 

Pet. That every Merchant may lawfully tranſport 
all manner of Hides, Calf-ſkins, Long-Fells and Tal- 
low, to what Place he liketh, beſides to Calais. 

Anſio. The King will be adviſed. | 

Pet. That no Owner of any Ship be impeached for 
any Hurt done by his Ship to any other Ship on the Sea, 
or in Port, or Creek, if he was not a Party thereto. 

Anſio. The ſame as before. 

Pet. That every Collector of Cuſtoms, and Comp- 
trollers of every Port, may licence the King's Subjects to 
tranſport Corn from one Shire or Town, to another, 
taking Surety of Debt, to the Value, that the fame be 
not carried beyond Sea. 

Anſw. As before. | | 

Pet. That no [talian, or other Merchant, beyond 
the Streights of Morocco, [now Gibraller, ] bring any 
Merchandize into the Realm, but ſuch as is the Pro- 
duce of their own Countries; for very good Reaſons 
mentioned in the Record. 

Anſw. The ſame as above. 

Pet. T hat all Spiceries fold in any Port within the 
Realm, by any Merchants Strangers, be as clear gar- 
belled as the ſame is in London. 

Anſw. The King will be adviſed. 

An Act was made this Seſſion that the fourth Part of 
the Tenth and Fifteenth ſhall be paid to the Treaſurer 
of the King's Houſhold, in order to make ready Pay- 
ment for the King's Purveyance. And, by the ſaid Act 
it appears, the Revenues of the Dutchies of Lancaſier 
and Cormwal were alſo appropriated to that Uſe. 

On the Petition of the Judges it was enacted, That all 

the 
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King Henry vl. the Juſtices of both Benches, Juſtices of Aſſize, the 


King's Serjeant and Attorney, ſhall yearly, at two 
Feaſts of the Year then expreſſed, be paid, and allow. 
ed their Fees and Liveries, by the Hands of the Clerk 
of the Hanaper, for the Time being, out of the Cuſ- 
toms of Landon, Briſſol, and Vngſton upon Hull. 

The Archbiſhop of Roan, Cardinal Luxenburg (u), 
to whom the Pope at the Death of the Biſhop of Eh, 
had granted to the ſaid Archbiſhop, during his Life, all 
the Profits of the ſaid Biſhoprick, by the Name of Ad. 
miniſtrator, ſhew'd his Bull to the King, who utterly 
rejected it. Notwithſtanding, for his Services done in 
France, the King makes him a Grant of the Adminſtra- 
tion aforeſaid. So ſtrictly was the Statute of Præmu- 
aire, ſo often mentioned, adhered to in thoſe Days. 

The laſt Thing that we think mo to take Notice 
of among the Tranſactions of this Parliament, is, that 
in Conſideration of the great Plague of Peſtilence, ſo 
called, it was enacted, * That all ſuch Perſons as ſhould 
do Homage to the King, ſhould do the ſame without A- 
ing him; and the ſame Homage to be as good as though 
the Ki/s wasgiven.” On which #i/ham Prynne makes this 
wiſe Remark, *That, by this it appears that the Cuſtom 
* of Homage done in thoſe Times doth greatly vary 
from the preſent Ceremony; for now they ate ſo far 
from kiſſing the King, that they do not ſo much as 
* fee him.” 

In the 20th Year of this King, another Parliament was 
calledby Writ, to meet at Meſtminſier, on the Feaſt of 


Anno Rexai 20. the Converſion of St. Paul, but no more than the Names 


1442. 


of the Peers, ſo Summoned, is given in the Abridg- 


At Weſtminſter. nent of the Records about it. But, in the Statutes at 


large, there are thirteen Acts ſaid to be made in this Par- 
liament; yet, none of them being particular, we muſt 
refer the very curious Enquirer to the Statute- Book a- 
foreſaid for them (x). And, it was not *till three Years 

after 


u) Collier” s Eccles, Hi. Vol. I. P. 668. 

(x) One of them ſeems to be well calculated for the publick Good, viz. 
Thot no Officer of the Cuſtoms, or Searcher, ſhall have a Ship of his 
cn, uſe Merchandize, keep a Wharf or Inn, or be a Factor; in order 
to avid the many Frauds that would naturally enſue from thence. Chap. 5. 

M;. Davie! has wholly omitted this Parliament. 
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after this Period, that we meet with any Account of King Henry vl. 


a Parliament, when Writs were iſſued out, dated at 
Weſtminſter, Fanuary 13. for one to meet at the fame 
Place on the 25th of Feburary following. 

In Preſence of the King fitting in Perſon in his Chair 


of State, and of the Lords and Commons, 7am Staf- 2 4 23. 


biſhop of Canterbury, Primate of all England, Deputy 
to the See of Rome, and Chancellor of England, de- 
clared the Cauſe of calling this Parliament, and took 
for his Subject theſe Words from P/a/m Ixxxiv. Juſtitia 
& Pax ofculate funt. bung 
On which he told them, That thro' the great Di- 


© ligence and Conduct of the Earl of Sußolt, the King's 


ſird late Biſhop of Bath and Wells, but now Arch- At Welllinger. 


© dear Couſin, and other Noblemen, ſent as Embaſſadors The King's 
© into France, as well upon a Treaty of Marriage to Marriage notifi- 
© be had between the King and Margaret, Daughter“ 


to the King of Sicth, as for to ſettle a Peace between 
England and France, the ſaid Marriage was contract- 
ed and a Suſpenſion of Arms, for a Time, was grant- 
ed. He further faid, that the ſaid Earl ftaid in France 
© for the ſafe Conduct of the ſaid Princeſs Margaret in- 
© to the Realm of England, by which two Means he 
nothing doubted, but that, thro' God's Grace, the 
© faid Truce would end fo well that Juſtice and Peace 
© ſhould be within this Nation more than it had been.” 
He then bid the Commons chuſe and preſent their 
Speaker to the King. 

On the ſecond Day of this Parliament the Commons 


notified to the Lords, that they had choſen their Speak- William Burgh - 
er; and the next Day they preſented Muliam Burghley, 1 Flas Speak 


Eſq; to the King, whoſe Excuſe being rejected, he 
was allowed as Speaker, under the Common Proteſta- 
tion. 

This Seſſion, we find, by the Record, was continu- 
ed to March the 15 ch, but no Notice taken of any 
more Buſineſs done in it; when the Chancellor, by 
the King's Command, with the Aſſent of the Lords, 
and in the Preſence of the Commons, prorogued the 
Parliament from that Day to the 19th of April next 
enſuing, at Meſiminſter atoreſaid. 

This Prorogation vie may ſuppoſe was defizned to 

give 
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King Henry VI. give Time for the new Queen to arrive, who 


came into England, under the Conduct of the Earl of 
Suffolk, about the Beginning of April this Year, and 
was crowned at Veſiminſter, the 3oth of the ſame 


The new Queen Month, with the uſual Solemnity and Ceremonies. 


Crown'd, 


This Lady was the Daughter of Reyner, Duke of 
Anjou, and titular King of Sicily, Naples and Feruſa- 
lem ; Great Names, indeed ! but they brought the Duke 
neither Profit, nor Authority. The Match was firſt 
by the Earl of Suf#/k, at that Time ſent as 
one of Henry's Embaſſadors to treat about a Peace with 
the French King. And, tho' ſhe brought no Fortune 
with her, yet it was believed it would prove an effeCtual 
Means of uniting the Minds of the two contending 
Princes. For ſhe, being a near Relation to the King of 
France, might prove the Foundation of a firm Peace; 
which would ſave England more Treaſure than the 
eateſt- Prince in the World could give with his 
auchter (0). To 
heſe were the apparent Motives that induced the 
Earl of Suffelt to exceed his Commiſſion; and, with- 
out his Maſter's Knowledge, not only to contract him 
in Marriage, but to undertake, inſtead of receiving a 
Portion with the Lady, that the Dutchy of Arjou, with 
the whole Province of Main, then in the Hands of the 
Engliſh, ſhould be given up to her Father. Though the 
Earl of Suffolk was more zealous than cautious in this 
Affair, yet knowing well his Maſter Henry's natural 
Mildneſs and Diſpoſition for Peace, he ventured to take 
this extraordinary Step; which, though at firft was 
well reliſhed in England, both by King and People, 


| * in the End, proved very detrimental to the Eng- 


//b Intereſt, and was the Occaſion of Saffoll's own De- 
ſtruction. 


| a ( 2) Pelpdore Vergil, gives this Princeſs the following high Character; 
ve 


tam ultra alias Faminas pulchram quam prudentem, ac Animo præ- 

ter Naturam Sex:1s præditam ingenti, ejus Res geſts quas ſus Ordine 
memorabimus perſpicue declararunt. Pot vb. VN Sd. Lib. XXII I. P. 491. 
Another Foreigner complements his Country- Woman in a loftier Strain; 
L'Angieterre n' awoit point encore vue de Reine plus digne du Trone 
gue Marguerite d“ Anjou. Nulle Femme ne la ſurpaſſoit en Beaute, & pen 
4 Ilammes I egalloient en Courage. Il. ſembloit gue I: Ciel I eut formee a Deſe 
ſein de ſuppleer a ce gui manguait @ ſon Mari pour etre un grand Roi, &c. 
D*'Oxr zans Hiſt, de Revel. d' Angleterre Tom, II. P. 196. 
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That on the 4th of June, the Speaker of the Hou 
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ſtruction. What Notice was taken of theſe primary king Henry VI- 


Affairs, in Parliament, the Conſequence will ſhew. 
This Parliament being again aſſembled on the 19:h 

of April, according to the Prorogation, the firſt I hing 

we find entered upon the Record, is the Grant of a Sub- 


ſidy of a Tenth and a Fifteenth, and half a Tenth and halfa , Subſidy. 


Fifteenth, reſerving out of it 5000/. to be allowed to 
certain poor Towns, there named, which were waſted. 
A Subſidy on Wools, alſo, of 34 5. 4 d. of Deniſens, 
and 53 5. of Aliens, for every Sack of Wool, Cc. with 
Tonnage and Poundage of Deniſens, and double of 
Aliens, was granted to the King for four Years. | 
The next Thing the Parliament did was to take in- 
to Conſideration the Affair of the Peace with France ; 
and we find that the Chancellor of Egland, in the Pre- 
ſence of the King and whole Parliament, made a Pro- 
teſtation, * That the Peace which the King had made 
* with the French King, or rather was about to make, 
© was meerly of his own Motion and Will; and that 
he was not inſtigated thereto by himſelf, or any of the 
© Lords whatfover.” Which Proteſt was enrolled, 
On this, it was enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, 
© That the Statute made in the Reign of Henry V. im- 
* porting, That no Peace ſhould be made with the French 
King that now is, and was then called the Dauphin 
of France, without the Aſſent of the three Eſtates of 
both Realms, ſhould be utterly repealed and revoked. 
And that no Perſon, whatſoever, ſhould be impeach'd 
at any Time to come, for giving Counſel to bring 
© about this Peace with France. - 
T his extraordinary Act, which by the bye, is not in- 
ſerted in the Statutes of this Parliament, ſeems to have 
been calculated for a Compliment to the Earl of Suffolk, 
now made a Marqueſs for this Piece of Service, and to 
indemnify him from any further Trouble about the 
Match. We are told, by the Records, that on the 
ſecond Day of June the Marqueſs came into the Houſe, 
and made a Declaration of his Services to the King, 
Lords and Commons, and his Requeſt was, that they 
would judge all he had done to be reaſonable — 
e © 
Commons came before the King and Lords, and there, 
Vo“, II. 2 in 


A Peace with 
France. 
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King Henry vl. in Behalf of their whole Body, highly cammended the 
Perſon and numerous Services of the Marqueſs and Earl 
of Suffolk, particularly, for the King's Marriage, and 

— 3 — obtaining the Truce with France; for all which, 

by the Parlia- at the Requeſt of the Commons and Mediation of the 

ment for his Lords, a Vote was paſſed, That the faid Marqueſs 

Conduct therein. ( ſhould be eſteemed as a moſt true and faithful Subject 
© tothe King. | 

An Hiſtorian of Credit, and more circumſtantial in Par- 
liamentary Affairs than any other (z), tells us, That 
© the Marqueſs of Suff made a long and elegant Spaech 

in the Houſe of Lords on this Occafion ; ſetting forth 
the Pains and Labour he had been at in his Embaſſage 
into France, as well in concluding a Truce for a Sea- 
ſon, as in making up the Match for the King ; ad- 
vertiſing them, that, as the Truce was to expire in 
April, he like a faithful Subject adviſed that all Pre- 
paration ſhould be made for the Preſervation of the 
King's Country in France, praying them to take No- 
tice of it, and give him a Diſcharge for his Legation. 
The next Day he went into the Lower- Houſe, and 
with equal Eloquence, not only ſhewed his Fidelity 
- in his Legation, but ſet forth what great Charges he 
had been at in attending it, and fetching over the 
Queen; deſiring that this Action might be recorded 
in the Parliament Rolls, and himſelf be diſcharged by 
both Houſes, with a Conſideration for the Expence. 
Behold, (adds our Authority) what the Eloquence 
of Favourites can do! Few Men of Prudence in 
either Houſe, but knew that the Marqueſs deſerved 
little Thanks for his Labour, either in making the 
Peace or the Match; yet, as if all had been well done 
for the Nation's Intereſt, the very next Day the Speak- 
er of the Houſe of Commons, Willam Burghhy, at- 
tended with a great number of the Houſe, went up 
to the Lords, and deſired their Concurrence in a Peti- 
tion to the King, to reward the Marqueſs for his Ser- 
vices. And to ſhew their Gratitude, they cauſed the 
whole Action to be enrolled, and gave him a whole 
* Fifteenth in Conſideration of his Expencey'. 
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This is our Hiſtorian's Account, which differs not King Henry V1. 


much, except in the Embeliſhment, from the Records ; 
and, except the * rag given to the Margueſ,, of 
which there is no Mention in the Abridgment, nor in 
any of our ancient Chronicles. Rapin remarks, that 
this was one of thoſe Parliaments that was managed by 
Court Intrigues ; which, adds he, has been too often 
the Caſe. This plainly appeared in a Reſolution to re- 
turn the Marqueſs of Suffo/# public Thanks for nego- 
tiating the King's Marriage, without any Advantage 
accruing to either King or State, by uniting him to a 
Family that was a mortal Enemy to both (a). 

There are no leſs than eighteen ſeveral Acts, ſome 
new, and others explanatory, which were paſſed this 
Seſſion, and are in our Statute- Books, The Heads of 
thoſe, that chiefly regard the public Concern, are theſe: 

© A Rehearſal of the Statute made 15 Hen. VI. Chap. II. 
touching Licence to tranſport Corn, when Wheat 
doth not exceed 6 5s. and 8 d. and Barley 35. and 4 d. 
the Cnr; made perpetual” (5). No Man ſhall be 
Sheriff or Under-Sheriff, &c. above a Year.” No She- 
riff ſhall let to Farm his County or Bailiwick :* The 
Sheriffs and Bailiffs Fees in ſeveral Caſes limited.” 

An Act for the ordering and levying the Wages of 
the Knights of Parliament.” Who ſhall be Knights for 
the Parliament.” The Manner of their Election. The 
Remedy where one is choſen and another returned.“ &c. 

The King's Letters Patents under the great Seal of 
England, and under the Seal of the Dutchy of Lancaſter, 
made to John, Cardinal and Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
and ſeveral others, relating to ſome Poſſeſſions in the 
ſaid Dutchy ; and three other Letters Patents under the 
Seal only of the Dutchy of Lancaſter, made to the 
Perſons aforeſaid, of ſeveral Poſſeſſions to the Perfor- 
mance of the laſt Will and Teſtament of the preſent 
King, were read and confirmed by the whole Eſtates 
in Parliament. 

The King's Letters Patents for the EreCtion and En- 
dowment of Eaton College, founded 20 Henry VI. with 


Q 2 all 
(a) Rapin, Fol. Ed. 569. . 
(b) This was done, ſays Hall, to pleaſe the People; ad captum Vulgi. 
And was again confirmed by Edward IV. 
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King Henry VI. all the Lands and Liberties, then, and now granted, 
were eſpecially declared and confirmed by Parliament, 
As, alſo, the like Letters Patents of the King's, made 
for the erecting and endowing a College [ King's College] 
in Cambridge, wete publickly read and confirmed by 
this Parliament. 
The new Queen ſeeing the Marqueſs of Suffolk, 
who is ſaid by Hiſtorians to be too great a Favourite 
with her, particularly honoured for his Services by 
the Lords and Repreſentatives of the Nation, found it 
no Difficulty to get her eaſy Huſband to join in confer- 
ie is created a TINg new Dignities upon him. He was preſently raiſed 
Duke and gains from Marqueſs to Duke of Suffolt, and had ſeveral 
oe eaneement Manorsand Wardſhips given him to ſupport this new 
of the Kingdom . : 
by the Queen's Dignity ; and, having the Queen's Heart, who certain- 
Means. ly managed the King as ſhe pleaſed, this new Duke 
may properly be then ſaid to be the greateſt Man in the 
Kingdom. 
The Perſon that ſtood the moſt in their way to an 
abſolute Rule, was Humphry, for his great Humanity 
and Hoſpitality, juſtly, called the g9:d Duke of G- 
cefler. This Nobleman had becn long engaged in a 
mortal Quarrel with his half-bred Uncle, Henry Beau- 
fort the haughty Biſhop of Mincheſter; as the former 
Part of theſe Enquiries, and the larger Engliſß Hiſtori- 
ans, do more particularly relate. The Duke had acted 
in his Protectorſhip with great Wiſdom and Caution; 
vet, even in that great Poſt he could not eſcape a Snare 
laid for him by the Catidinal, and his other Enemies. 
His Dutcheſs was accuſed of tampering and dealing 
with Witches and Conjurers, in order to deprive the 
King of his Life, and raiſe her Huſband to the Crown. 
The ſuperſtitious Ignorance of that Age made this Ac- 
cufaticn eaſily credited; and, being found guilty along 
with her Accomplices, they ſuffered Death; and ſhe 
a ſhameful Pennance and a perpetual Impriſonment. 
W The new Favourite, as hath been ſaid, having found 
1 20 fre he CCuld not have all Things within his Gripe, without 
Due of Gloceſ- removing this great Man, ſoon contrived to effect it. 
— The ſirſt Step that the Queen and her Minion took, was 
to get the Duke of G/zuce/?er, not only diſplaced from 
having any Command about the King's Perſon, but 
| even 
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even from his Council. Not long after they accuſed King Henry VI. 


him of | ſeveral Crimes and Miſdeameanors; all 
which the Duke cleared himſelf ſo well of, that he was 
honourably acquitted of them before the King and 
Council. | 

This Diſappointment did but aggravate his Enemies 
the more againſt him, and many other Snares were laid 
to catch him; for, it was judg'd, they durſt not openly 
attack a Man of his Character, who wes really the Peo- 
ple's Darling. But, a more plauſible Expedient was at 
laſt thought of. A Parliament was reſolved to be call- 
ed, where he was to be apprehended for ſome Charge of 
High Treaſon, committed to cloſe Cuſtody, and then 
they thought they might work their Will of him. 


Accordingly, we find, by the Records, that Writs A Parliament 
were firſt iſſued out for calling a Parliament to meet at — for that 


Cambridge, on the 10th Day of February, 1447 ; but 
afterwards, for Reaſons of State no doubt, other Writs 
were diſpatched after them to ſummon the ſame Peers, 
by Name, to meet in Parliament, on the fame Day at 
St. Edmunds- Bury, When, being met in the Refedory 


of the Abbey there, John Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Aung Reg 


Primate, Legate and Chancellor, as before, opened the 


ni 253 


Seſſion by the King's Command, and took for his St. Edmunds 


Theme theſe Words out of the Proverbs, Qui autem Bury. 


intunt Pacis Concilia, ſepuitur illys Gaudium. 

In repeating his Text, Qui autem, Sc. he faid, 
© There were three Kinds of Counſels ; the firſt, of 
* the Wicked, utterly to be ſhunn'd, according to the 
* daying of the Efaimifh Beatus eft Vir, gui non ambu- 
* lavit in Conſilio Impiorum. The ſecond, of the 
* Good and Learned, who go with CircumſpeCtion, 
© according to 1/aiah 6. Finito Conſilio fuſcepit actior in 
© Domu 440 fecit Cænam magnam. The third, 
* of the Holy Ghoſt, expelling all Doubts by work- 
ing inwardly, according to the Pjalmiſ?, Confilium 
© autem Domini in æternum manet ; Cogitationes ejus a 
* Generatione ad Generationem,” 

All which, his Subject, according to the A5ridger, 
he enlarged with ſundry Sayings and Examples, and at 
laſt thought proper to acquaint them, That between 
* the Ambaſſadors of the Eng!i/h and French Kings, an 

Q 3 Agreement 
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King Henry VI.“ Agreement was made, that the two Kings ſhould 
| © have an Interview; and that ſufficient Aſſurance 
would be given for his Majeſty's ral beyond 
© Sea, his ſafe Reſidence there, and Return. For which 
© Reaſon, the King deſired their Advice, and would act 
* accordingly. He concluded, as uſual, deſiring the 
© Commons to chuſe and preſent their Speaker, and put 
© them in mind, that the King's Will was, all Eſtates 
* ſhou'd enjoy their Liberties.” 

The Receivers and Tryers of Engh/ſb and Foreign 

Petitions to this Parliament being appointed; on the ſe- 

William Tre- cond Day the Commons preſented, as their Speaker, 

COD cleft- Miiam Treſham Eſq; whoſe Excuſe being rejected, he 
was with the common Proteſtation allowed. 

It is very remarkable, after this uſual Preamble, that 
the Heads of all the Acts made in this Parliament, in 
the Statute Books, are compriſed in two Lines. And 
what is mentioned inthe Abridgment of the Records is lit- 
tle or nothing to the Purpoſe. Authority given to the 
King's Council for 100,000 /. Some Grants of the King 
to his new erected Colleges of Eaton and Cambridge, 
and an Exchange in the new Queen Margaret's Re- 
venues of 4666 J. 13 5. and 4 d. out of the Cuſtoms, c. 
for ſome other Lands and Hereditaments ſettled on her, 
during Life, confirmed, was every Thing materi- 
al done in this Parliament : Except another Article, 
Which may lead us into an Enquiry about this ſtrange 
Proceeding of calling a Parliament on ſuch a trifling 
Occaſion ; and when there was no Subſidies aſked nor 
given, nor any other Buſineſs of Moment done at it. 
The Article is this, That it is by the King enacted, 
that Eleanor, the late Wife of the Duke of Glace/ier, 
© ſhall be utterly barred from claiming any Dower of 

any of the Hereditaments, Sc. of the ſaid Duke.” 

By this it appears, that another Motive, and which has 
been hinted at before, was the Occaſion of calling this 
Parliament; and ſince it has been ſo carefully kept out 
of the Records, the more general Hiſtorians muſt inform 


us. : 
With the new Year, ſays one (c), the Lords began 

* to 
(c) Sam. Daniel by Kennet, P. 396. 
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© to prepare for meeting in Parliament at Bury (d); and King Henry V1. 


© that the Duke of Glaceſler might fear no Evil, all 
© Things at Court were carried with great Smoothneſs 
© towards him. But Care was taken to have it whiſper- 
© ed in his Ear, that it was neceſſary he ſhould be at it, 
© to prevent the Deſigns of the Queen and her Party. 
© The good Duke, not at all jealous of ill Practices, 
© but retaining his old Zeal for the Commonwealth, 
* hearkned to the Caution, and with the reſt of the 
* Lords came to the Place at the Time appointed, ready 
, to attend the National Buſineſs. 

On the firſt Day of the Seſſion, all Things went 
well enough, and the Ceremonies at the Opening of a 
Parliament were performed as uſual. On the ſecond 
* Day the Lord Beaumont (e), then High Conſtable 
© of England, being accompanied with the Dukes of 


* Buckingham and Somerſet, and many others, arreſt- = — Fe 


© ed the Duke of Gleegfter, and put him in Cuſtody un- . 


der a ſtrong Guard. His Servants were all taken 
* from him, and thirty-two of them ſent to different 
© Priſons, The Nation was in great Amaze at this 
* ſudden Action, and every Man was inquiſitive to 
* know, what new Matter was found out againſt the 
© Duke, who had fo lately cleared himſelf of all that 
could be alledged againſt him. His Enemies thought 
© it neceſſary to lay ſome Crime to his Charge, and 
therefore gave it out that Humphry, Duke of Glaceſter, 
with his Frain of Servants, had traiterouſly conſpir- 
© ed to kill the King that he might ſet the Lady Eleanor 
© his Wife at Liberty. A ridiculous Charge, but, yet 
* ſufficient to quiet the People, whom they only fear- 
© ed, in the Execution of their Defign ; for the more 
* improbable his Crime was, the eafter it would be to 
free himſelf, and ſo the People reſted content with 


Q 4 © the . 


(d) To which Town all the Commonalty of the whole County of Sufo't 
were warned to attend the King there, in their moſt defenſible Array. 
Fabian's Chron. Anno 1447. Hollingſhead writes, that Bury was pitch'd 
upon as a-much properer Place to execute their Purpoſe againſt the Duke, 
than either Weſtminſter or London, on account ot his great Popularity. 
Chron, P 627. f 

J. Stowe ſays, that the Roads about Bury, were all kept by arm- 
ed Men, both Day and Night, ſo that many died of Cold and Watching. 
Chren, P. 386. 


(e) He is called in the Lift of Peers, John Lord Viſcount Beaumont. 
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King Henry VI.* the Senſe of his Wiſdom and Innocency. But his 


And murder'd 
privately. 


Enemies had contrived otherwiſe, that he ſhould ne- 
ver come to his Defence (F); for the Night after his 
Commitment, as ſome ſay, but others a few Nights 
© after(g), he was found dead in his Bed, and his Body 
* ſhewet to the Lords and Commons aſſembled in Parlia- 
ment, and lay expoſed to open View of all Comers 
* for ſome Time; in which, becauſe no Signs of a 
violent Death appeared, it was reported, that he died 
* of an Apoplexy or Impoſthume. But, becauſe none 
© of his Servants ſuffered after his Death, which Hey 
© ought to haye done, had they been guilty of Hig 

* Treaſon, as was alledged againſt them, (though five of 
them were condemned, and when near their Exccuti- 
© on were pardoned by the Duke of Suffolt's Means (Y); 
* it was generally thought a ſufficient Ground to be- 
$ lieve, that he was murdered by the Queen's Means; 
* and ſome were ſo particular as to report, that he was 
* ſtrangled between two Pillows, or Feather- Beds, as 
« Thomas Wiodftich, Duke of Gloceſter before him, had 
© been ; others that he had an hot Spit run up his Fun- 
# diment, as King Edward II. had; others affirmed, that 
che died of mere Grief, becauſe. he ſaw he muſt now 
© fall a Sacrifice to his Enemies Malice, without being 
© allowed to defend himſelf; all which Conjectures 


_ © have little Foundation. The moil diſcreet judge, he 


Aucloriiate PARLLAMENTI, Tad. Ang. Tom, xi, P. 179, 


* 


* was murdered ; but, being tranſacted in private it 
* was not ſafe to determine by what Means. 
$12 | It 


(f ) The His Tory of Croyland, cotemporary, ſpeaks thus of the Duke, 
Qui ad Reſpenſum non odniffus, nec judiciali Famine condemnatus , Veſ- 
Pere ſeſpes et incolumis, Mane ſ prob Dolor ) mortuus clatus eft et ofterſus. 
Hift, Croyland. Continuatio. P. 521. 
(g) Fabian ſays within fix Days after the Duke was arreſted, Cbron. 
Anno 1447. 
Jobn Stowe, Twenty four-Days z and that ſome faid the Duke died for 
Sorrow, that they would not bring him to his Anſwer. Chron. P. 386. 
(+) Their Names were Sir Reger Chamberlain Knight, Middleton, Her- 
bert. and Arthur Eſquires ; and one Richard Needbam Yeoman. They 
were Sentenced to be drawn, hanged and quartered ; of which the 
D:awing and Hanging were put in Execution, but when they were cut 
down to be quartered, and marked with a Knife for that Purpoſe, the 
Marqueſs of Suffolt, there preſent, ſhewed the King's Pardon for them 
and they were releaſed. A dangerous Experiment. Fabian, ibid. 
The Pardon is in the Public Acts; at the End of which, is the Date at 
E eftnuirfler June 43 and then, Per Ipſum Regem, et de Data prædici a, 
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It is more than barely probable that this laſt Con- 
jecture is right: A Parliament had been ſummoned on 
ſo trifling an Occaſion, as is mentioned in the Lord Chan- 


cellor's Speech; and which, by the bye, was a mere 


Pretext ; for not one Word more is mentioned in the 
Records or Hiſtory, —— to the Royal Interview 
there ſpoken of. On which, we may well ſuppoſe, that 
it was a Trap laid to catch the Duke, and the Event too 
plainly ſhews that his Death either public, or private, 
was the principal Defign of it. 

The Death of this great Man was, very ſoon aſter, 
revenged upon his Enemies; the Cardinal Biſhop of 
Wincheſter died within a Month of him, and, as we are 
told, in great Agonies both of Body and Mind. And 
tho* the Queen and the Duke of Szfßlt now managed 
both the King and Kingdom without Controul, yet the 
Reign of the latter was very ſhort lived, as the Courſe 
of theſe Enquiries will ſhew. The Method they took 
to govern, was very oppreſhve and intolerable to the Sub- 
jects; and tho* the Queen made uſe of her Huſband's 
Name, yet ſhe could ſcarely hide her Uſurpation, be- 
cauſe, in England, the Queen Conſort hath no Power, 
but Title only. 

The Death of the Duke of Gloceſter had yet another 


Vert to put in his Claim to the Crown, which he ne- 
ver durſt have done, whilſta Man of ſuch Wiſdom and 
Popularity, as the former, ſtood in his Way. It does 
not appear that Jer had any Hand in the Duke's Mur- 
der ; but it may be well ſuppoſed, that he was glad to 
(ce it acted by others; and that the Queen and her Mi- 
nion went on, in the Government, in the arbitrary 
Manner they did. In a ſmall Time after Duke Hum- 
phry's Death, he began to repreſent to his Friends the 
Miſery of the Nation, which, under the Name of a 
King, weak and unable to govern, was ruled by an 
ambitious Queen, and her Favourites. He firſt put it 
into their Heads, That it was neceſſary to pitch upon 
ſome other Perſon to be King, fince the preſent King 
had depoſed himſelf, in Effect, by ſuffering the Queen 
and Salk to over-rule all; that King Henry was really 
a good Man, but fitter for a Cloiſter than a Palace, there- 


The Duke of 


ill Conſequence, by opening a Door to the Duke of _ — 


Crown. 


fore 
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King Henry VI. fore the Kingdom was to be put into better Hands than 
thoſeof Women and Favourites. H:ving thus artfully 
infuſed into their Minds a general Diſcontent, he next 
put forward his.own Title to the Crown; which, al- 
lowing Hereditary Right to be valid, was indubitable. 
Vet, added, that tho*' he would not vainly vaunt him- 
ſelf fit for ſo great an Office, he might boldly claim the 
Crown as his Right ; and hop'd, that the Diligence and 
Valour he had thewn in France, for the Preſervation 
of the Exgliſ Dominions in that Kingdom, were De- 
monſtrations enough to prove, that he had the true Spirit 
of an Engh/bman in him, and was zealous in all 
Things for the Good of the-Nation. 

Thus much is thought proper to be ſaid, tho? ſome- 
what digreſſive from our Parliamentary Defign, in 
order to keep up a Connection in Hiſtory ; and to ſhew, 
at What Time thoſe great Diſputes between the two 
Houſes began, which near- overturned the whole King- 
dom. It was two Years after the laſt, that we meet 
with another Parliament, which was called by Writs, 
dated at Muninſter, January 2d, to meet at the fame 
Place on the 12th of February following; the firſt Peer 
now on the Liſt, is Richard Duke of York. 

Anno Regni 27, On the Day appointed being all met in the Painted 

- 1449 Chamber of the Palace, John Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 

At Weltminſter, Chancellor of England, declared the Cauſe of the Sum- 
mons, and made a notable Declaration; but what it was, 

John Day Eſq; Our Abridger takes no further Notice. Three Days 

9 5 5 , 
choſen Speaker, after, the Commons preſented John Day, Eſq; for their 
Speaker, who was allowed; and ſoon after a Grant 
of a' Tenth and half a Fiſteenth, to be levied on the 
Laity, paſſed both Houſes; with a Grant, alſo, of 
Tonnage and Poundage, for five Years to come, on 
all Merchants whatſoever, with an Addition of three 
Shillings more on Aliens, as well of the Hans 
Towns as otherwiſe. Authority was likewiſe given to 
the Council of State, to borrow 1oo, oco J. as well upon 
the King's Revenues, as his Jewels. | 
We find, on Record, that another Grant was made 
A Suoſdy, and 3 to the King of half a Tenth and a whole Fifteenth, to 
ö be levied as before. Alſo, a Poll- Tax was again renew- 


ed and granted to the King, of Sixteen Pence to be 
0 
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of every Houſe- holder within the Realm, not born ging Henry v1. 


within the King's Dominions, and fix Pence of every 
other Perſon, ſo born, and no Houſe-holder; with 
fix Shillings and eight Pence of all and every Merchant- 
Stranger, and twenty Pence of all and every of their 
Clerks. Laſtly, the like Subſidy on Wools was 
granted for four Years, as before. 

A Meſſage from the Duke of Somerſet, the King's 
Lieutenant in France, was delivered to this Parliament 
verbatim, by the Lord Haſtings Chancellor of France, 
and the Abbot of Gloceſter; importing, That the great 
Preparations the French were making, were ſuch, that, 
if a War ſhould happen, then the Country of Ner man: 
dy was not able to defend itſelf. And, as the Truce 
was to endure but for fourteen Months, it was neceſſa- 
ry to acquaint the King and Council, in Diſcharge of 
the ſaid e, that they might provide accordingly. 

The Exrglih Government took ſome Alarm at this 
Meſſage, and being well provided with Money by the 


late Subſidies, a conſiderable Reinforcement. was ſent Normandy log. 


over to the Duke Regent; but theſe had ill luck, ard 
were moſt of them cut off; after which, the Duke of 
Somerſet gave up Caen to the French, and in ſhort, all 
Normandy, thirty Years after it had been conquered 
by Henry the Fifth. 

A Motion was made in Parliament, that the Soldiers 
Wages at Calais, and the Charge of the Reparations 
there, be paid out of the Subſidy on Wools ; it was 
granted, This Motion produced an Act, which bore 
this Title, Becauſe in the Reign of King Edward 
III. the Subſidies and Cuſtoms of the Staple of Calais 
vas threeſcore and eight thouſand Pounds Yearly, 
and now is not above twelve thouſand ; therefore 
no Licence granted, or to be granted by the King, 
* ſhall be available, for the Carriage of Wools, Fells, 
or Tin, to any Place out of the Realm but to Calais. 
© And whoſoever doth obtain, accept, and put in Exe- 
© cution any ſuch Licence, ſhall be out of the King's 

Protection. 

Alſo, it was enacted, that if Woollen Cloths, made in 
this Realm, ſhould be prohibited or not accepted in 


Holland, Brabant and Zeland, under the Dominion R 
the 
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King Henry VI. the Duke of Burgundy, then no Merchandize, grow- 
ing or wrought, within any of his Countries, ſhall 
come into England on Pain of Forfeiture thereof (7). 
Upon Contention between William Earl of Arundel 
and Thomas Earl of Devon (I, for Superiority of Place 
in Council and Parliament, it was enacted by the King 
and Lords, with the Advice of the Judges, That the ſaid 
Earl of Arundel and his Heirs, by reaſon of the Caſtle 
and Honour of Arundel, ſhall for e ver enjoy the Prehe- 
minence in the Preſence of the King and elſewhere, 
above the faid Earl of Devon, as worſhipfully, fo faith 
the Act, as any of his Anceſtors, Earls of Arundel be- 
fore that Time ever had. And yet, it is obſervable, 
that in all the fucceeding Lifts of Peers ſummoned to 
Parliament, the Earl of Devon is always placed before the 
Earl of Arundel. gh .. de r 
But the moſt remarkable Thing done this Patliament, 
52 Artempt of was by the Biſhops; who now made a ſtrong Puſh to 
veal the Statute have the Act of Præmunire repealed. They had made 
of Præmunire Confiderable Intereſt in both Houſes to effect their De- 
proves mefiectu- Fon, but it was in vain. The greater Part of the Lords 
; and Commons were ſo zealous for the Continuance of 
it, that they were conſtrained to endure that Eye-ſore; 
and it remains in Force to this Day (I). | 
This Parliament had two ſeveral Prorogations ; one 
from the 4th of April to the 7th of May; and the 
other, as the Record ſays, by reaſon of the Plague then 
reigning in Landon and Welbminfter, from May 30th to 
June 16th, at Wincheſter; tho" we cannot find that they 
ever met at that Place. 2 
We have hinted before, that the Exglißh Affairs in 
France were in a very bad Situation at that Time. 
| The Nation dif- The Loſs of Normandy is aſcribed by an Hiſtorian (m), 
7 323 to three Cauſes; Firſt, the * of the Natives 
there; who, tho' natural born Subjects to the King of 
England, yet being French, in Language and Cuftoms, 
they affected Subjection, moſtly, to the French King. 
Secondly, 
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i) Statutes at Large Cap. 1, 2. 

k) William Fit:-Alan Earl of Arundel, Thomas Courteney Earl of 
Devon. DuGDarte's Baronage Vol. I. P. 323. 

(I) Daniel in/Kennet, P. %. 

(m) 1bid P. 401. 
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Secondly, The Duke of Somerſet's Avarice, who kept ging Henry VI. 
not the Garriſons full as he ought to have done, that he 

might pocket the Money allowed for Soldiers. And, 

laſtly, Ihe Diviſions at Home, in which the Great 

Ones engaged with ſo much Zeal that they had no 

Regard to Affairs abroad. 

The Loſſes in France being known in England, it pakament 
bred a general Diſcontent amongſt the People; and the call'd to meet at 
Fault was totally laid on the Queen and her Miniſtry, Leicefter. 

The loudeſt Exclamations were raiſed againſt the Duke | 

of Suffolk, as the chief Inſtrument of all the Miſcon- 

duct; and it was reſolved, that he ſhould undergo a Na- 

tional Enquiry about it. The Queen, apprehenſive of 

the Danger her Favourite was in from ſuch a Pro- 

ceedure, did all ſhe could to prevent it, Firſt, by en- 

deavouring to hinder a Parliament from being called 

and next, when ſhe could not avoid that, by having it 

ſummoned to meet at Leiceſter ; where, in a Country- 

Town, ſhe imagined, her numerous Attendance might 

over-awe the Members. But the Lords and Commons, 

who knew they were ſafe under the Protection of the — 
City of London, poſitively refuted to meet at all, unleſs where but it 
they were appointed to come to Veſtminſter. So the Weſtminfter, 
Writs of Summons were iſſued out, dated Sꝙtember 23d, 

for a Parliament to meet, at the latter, on the 6th Day | _ 
of November following. ax — 

By the Abridement of the Records, we find that this accorainęly, 
Parliament underwent ſeveral Procogations ; for on the Anno Repmi 28. 
hrſt Day of the Seſſion, ohn Archbiſhop of Canterbury, — 
declared to the Lords and Commons, that, for avoiding 
the infectious Air of eim inſter, the King had, really, 
prorogued the ſaid Parliament to Landen; and defired 
the Commons to chule their Speaker, and preſent him But Prorogu d 
the next Day to the King, Sir Robert Cotton 8 
odlerves, that it ſeems the Fear of the Plague had cauſed 
the Archbiſhop to forget his Oration; and the Clerk of 
Parliament to enroll him 2s Chancellor. Which ſhews, 
that ſome Thing or other put them in great Confuſion 
at this Time. 

On the third Day of the Schon, the Commons 
preſented Sir T Popham Knight, as their Speaker, 
whoſe Excuſe for not ſerving the Office, we find, 

Was 
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King Henry VI. was accepted, and he was diſcha So on the ſame 
William Tre. Day, the Commons preſented William Treham, Eſq; for 
ſham, Eſq; elect-· the ſame Purpoſe, who, with the common Proteſtati- 
— — of Sir On, was allowed. 
John Popham December 4th the Parliament was again adjourned 
excus'd, from London to Weſtminſter, to be there held by the 
; Chancellor, in the Preſence of the King, Lords and 
— 1 — Commons the next Day. And, on the 17th Day of 
again to Weſi-⸗ the ſame Month, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury Chan- 
minſter. cellor of England, in the King's Preſence, and on his 
Behalf, gave Thanks to the three Eſtates, and prorogued 
the Parliament from that Day unto the 22d of January 
next at Wiftminlter. 

This laſt Prorogation may be accounted for, by rea- 
ſon of the Chriſimas Holidays; but we are further 
told, that on the ſaid 22d Day of January, when the 
Parliament met, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury was diſ- 

\ charged from the Office of Chancellor, and 7o/n 
Kempe, Cardinal and Archbiſhop of Vr, was put in 
Frem thence to his Place; that they fat at * _ to the thir- 
Leiceſter. tieth Day of March; and then the Chancellor, by the 
King's Command, prorogued the Parliament from the 
— Day to the 29th of April, next enſuing, at Lei- 

cefler. 


In all this Time there is not one Word more of Bu 


fineſs done this Seſſion, than is before mentioned. But, 
after this, an extraordinary Subſidy was granted ; which 

A large Subſidy, was, That every Perſon having by free Deed, Copy, 
Grant of Annuity, or Office, the clear Yearly Value 
of 205. in Frank-Tenement ſhould pay Six-pence, and 

ſo from 203. to 20/. From 20/. to 200 J. Yearly, 

T welve-pence in the Pound: From 2col. and upwards 

25. for every Pound, as well Laity as Clergy ; Guar- 
dians of Wards, Men having Fees, and all Corporations 

to pay accordingly. Several Sums alſo, out of the 
King's Revenues and Fee-Farms, to a great Value, 


were allowed to bear and pay the Charges of the Kings 


Houſhold. 
But, before the laſt Prorogation to Lercefler, came 
on the Tiial of the Duke of Sufzlk, on ſeveral Articles 


of High Treaſon ; which, becauſe he ſa w that he could 
_ not 
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not avoid, he moved for himſelf {n), For, according King Henry V1. 
to the Record, on the 22d Day of January, the Duke 
ſtood up in the Houſe of Lords, and required the King 
That he might be ſpecially accuſed, and be allowed 
© to anſwer to what many Men reported of him, that 
© he was an unfaithful Subject.“ He further told the 
King, That his Father, and three of his Brethren, 
died in his Service and that of his Father's and 
© Grandfather's That be himſelf had ſerved in the 
Wars thirty-four Years ; and, being but a Knight, 
and taken Priſoner, had paid for his Ranſom 2000 l. 
© That he had been of the Order of the Garter thirty 
© Years, and a Counſellor to the King fifteen Years, 
© and had been ſeventeen Years in the Wars, without 
© returning Home. And, aſking God's Mercy, as he 
© had been true to the King and Realm, he required 
© his Purgation.” 
Fanuary 26, the Commons came before the Lords, 
and required that the Duke, on his Confeſſion, might be 
committed to ſafe Cuſtody ; but, the Lords and Judges, 
upon Conſultation, * thought there was no good Cauſe 
© for it, unleſs ſome eſpecial Matter was objected a- 
* gainſt him. 
anuary 28, the Speaker came again, and declared, 
That the Duke of Suf9/k, as it was ſaid, had ſold this 
Realm to the French, who had prepared to come hither ; 
and that the ſaid Duke, for his own Defence, had fur- 
niſhed the Caſtle of /a/lingford with all warlike Mu- 
nition ; whereupon at the Speaker's Requeſt, the ſaid The Duke of 
Duke was committed to the Tower of London, — — 
February 7, the Speaker of the Houſe of Com- er. 
mons, the Chancellor and the Lords, ſent to the King 
a Bill of Articles, by which they accuſed William de la 


| Pole, 
; (n) Hall writes, that the Duke of Suffolk was called in every Man's 
; Mouth a Traitor and a Murderer, a Robber of the King's Treaſure, and 
TE worthy to be put to the moſt cruel Death; for which Reaſon the 


Queen, ſomewhat fearing his Dæſtruction, but more her own Confufion, 
cauſed the Parliament before begun at the Black Fryers in Londen, to be 
adjourned to Leicefter ; thinking there, by forcing the Laws, to ſubdue 
and repreſs all the Malice and 111-will conceived againſt the Duke and 
her, But few of the Nobility would appear there, ſo that the Parlia- 
ment was again adjourned to London. Halls Chron, Fol, CLVIII. 
Wliingſhead, P, 631, . Ste oe. . 387. 


on wwe 2a is 


King Henry VI. 


Articles againſt 
him. 
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Pool, Duke of Suffolk, late of Ewelm in the County of 
Oxford, of ſundry Treaſons (o), viz. 

. That the ſaid Duke having the Wardſhip of 
Margaret the Daughter and Heir of Jobn Duke of 
Somerſet, he meant to marry his Son John to her; and 
thereby ſor want of Iſſue of the King, to claim the 
Crown, and to procure the French King, by means of 
certain French Lords, there named, to depoſe the 


King. 

It That he procured the Delivery of the Duke of 
Orleans, and practiſed with him to cauſe the French to 
recover the Engliſʒ Conqueſts in that Kingdom. 

III. Related to the Duke's Promiſe of Delivery of 
Anjou and Main, to requite the King of Sicihy the 
King's Enemy, without the Aſſent of the other Em- 
baſſadors. | 

IV. For diſcloſing the King's Counſel to the Earl 
of Dumoys Baſtard of Orleans, and to others of the 
French Nation. 

V. For betraying to the French the Strength of the 
King's Piles, Ordnance, and Munition, beyond Sea. 

VI. That the ſaid Duke, by diſcloſing the King's 
Secrets, cauſed the Peace to be broken. 

VII. That the faid Duke ſupported the King's Ene- 
mies, by ſtaying ſundry Arms which ſhould have paſ- 
ſed againſt them. nt 

VIII. That the ſaid Duke had ſtrengthned the King's 
Enemies againſt him, by not compromiling in the laſt 
Peace the King of Arragon, who is almoſt loſt ; and 
the Duke of Britany, who is wholly ſo (2). 

All which Articles, the Commons require to be en- 
rolled, and that Proſecution may be awarded thereon. 

On the 9th Day of March, the Commons made a 
new Complaint againſt the Duke, in Effect following: 

Firſt, For procuring the King, in his 18th Year, to 
give away the Inheritance and Lands of the oy | 

or 


(e) Fabian writes, that James Fienes Lord Say, the Biſhop of Sali/- 
bury, and Daniel Trevilian, Gentlemen, with others, were at the ſame 
— accufed by the Commons. Fabian's Chron. A. 1450. J. Stowe, 

„387. 6 

(p) Ragin remarks, that Hiſtorians ſay the Duke cleared himſelf 
from all but this laſt Article, and has taken ſome Pains to explain its 
bee Rapin's Hift, of Ergland, Fol. Ed. P. 574. 
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For procuring many Liberties in derogation of the King Henry vl. 


Common Law, and Hinderance of Juſtice. Þ 

For cauſing the King to give away the Caſtle of 
Manlion de Scarl, and ot her Territories in Guienne. 

For that the Earl of Armanae and other Nobles of 
Guienne, were drawn from their Obedience to the 
King, by the ſaid Duke's diſcovering of Secrets, to the 
utter Impoveriſhment of this Realm. 

For procuring the King to beſtow the keeping of 
divers Towns and Offices in Normandy and Guienne, 
on unworthy Perſons. | 
For procuring the King to grant the Earldoms of 
Enreney and Longuevile, and other Lordſhips in Nor- 
mandy to the Baſtard of Orleans, and other French- 
men, the King's chiefeſt Enemies, without the Aſſent 
of the Council, F | 

For that the Duke procured the King, in his own 
Preſence, to- promiſe the French Embaſſador to attend 
in Perſon at the Convention in France, to the King's 
Subverfion if it had taken Effect. 

For cauſing the Subſidies granted to be contrarily 
employed. | 

For cauſing the King's Treaſure to be ſpent on the 
French Queen, and other French People. 

For conſuming the Sum of 60,000 /. left by the 
Lord Dudley the late Treaſurer. 

For conveying out of the King's Treafury the Ob- 
ligations of the Finnance for the Duke of Orleans. 

For procuring himſelf to be made Earl of Pembroke, 
and obtaining the Lordſhips of Haverford-W et, after 
the Death of Sir Rowland Lenthal. 

For ſtaying the Proceſs of Outlawry againſt William 
Talbois, Eſq; of Lincoln, upon ſeveral Appeals of 
Murder. 

For procuring a Pardon to the ſaid William, for not 
appearing upon Suretyſhip of Peace. 

For procuring Perſons of his Confederacy to be 
made Sheriffs. 

For procuring a Garriſon of Engliſhmen to fight a- 
gainſt the Germans, the King's Allies, on the Part of 
the French, the King's Enemies. | 


Vor, II, R All 
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King Henry VI. All which Articles the Commons required to be 
eenroll'd, and that the ſaid Duke might anſwer. to 


m. 1 VYEgWR- Wil 140 
On the qth Day of March the Duke of Suffolk was 
brought from the Tower, by the | King's Writ, into 
the Parliament Chamber, at /e/tminſter, before the 
King and Lords; to whom the Articles aforeſaid were 
rehearſed, who defir'd a Copy of them, which was 
granted. - And, for-the more ready Anſwer to them, 
he was committed to the N. of certain Eſquires, 
in the Tower within the King's Palace.  _. | 
March the 14th the ſajd Duke appeared again before 
the Lords, and on his Knees denied the Truth of the 
firſt eight Articles of Treaſon againſt him; and offer'd 
to prove them falſe in any Manner the King ſhould ap- 
point. The firit of them he denicd as impoſlible, in- 
ferring, that ſome of the Lords.knew he meant to have 
married his Son to the Earl of Varwicl's Daughter, if 
ſhe had lived. To many of the reſt, he referred him- 
ſelf to the King's Letters Patents, and to ſome Acts of 
the Council. To the yielding up of Anjou and Main, 
he referred alſo to the Acts of the Council; which 
ſhew, that other Lords were privy thereto, as well as 
himſelf, and ſaid that the ſame was deliver'd up by the 
Biſhop of Chicheſter, then Keeper of the Privy Seal. 
On Marth 17th the ſaid Duke was brought again 
before the Lords, to whom the Chancellor repeated 
the Anſwer he had made, and told him, that therein he 
had not put himſelf upon his Peerage, and asked the 
Duke which Way he would be tried ? Who, kneeling, 
ſaid, that he hoped he had anſwered all Things to the 
full, and fo proteſting his Innocency, referred himſelf 
entirely to the King's Mercy and Award. | y 
Thereupon the Chancelior, by the King's Com- 


He is ſentenced mand. pronounced this Sentence, That fince the 


to be baniſhed 


Pauke did not put himſelf upon his Peerage, the King, 


the Kingdom for ( jn relation to the Articles of Treaſon contain'd in 


* the firſt Bill, would be doubtful. And as to the Ar- 
© ticies of Miſprifion, the King, not as Judge by the 
Advice of the Lords, but as one to whole Order the 


Duke had committed himſelf, doth baniſh him the 
| © Realm 
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© Realm, and other his Dominions, for five Years ; King Henry VI. 


© from the firſt Day of May next enſuing (a). | 
After which Sentence being given, the Lord Viſ- 
count Beaumont, Lord High Conſtable, ſtood up, on 
the Behalf of the Biſhops and Lords, and required, 
© That it might be enrolled, that the ſaid Judgment 
© was by the King's own Rule, and not by their Aſ- 
© ſent; and alſo required, that neither they nor their 
© Heirs ſhould, by this Example, be barred of their 
« Pecrage and Privileges.” 
Mr Collier here remarks, that by the Enrollment of 
this Proteſtation, it appears, the Biſhops had an equal 
Right of being tried by their Peers with the Lords 
Temporal : Why elſe, adds he, ſhould it be moved, 
in Behalf of the Biſhops, that this Caſe of the Duke of 
Suffolk might not be drawn into a Precedent, to the 
Diſadvantage of their Peerage (6). | * 
We have choſe to give the foregoing Account of this 
Parliamentary Inquiry, into the Miſconduct ofa Prime 
Miniſter, from the Records themſelves ; our larger 
Engliſb Hiſtorians are much more prolix in the Circum- 
ſtances of this Trial, but not altogether ſo conſiſtent 
with Truth. What we have to add, about the Fate of 
this unfortunate Stateſman, is, that undoubtedly the 
Mildneſs of his Sentence proceeded from the Queen's 
great Indulgence to him; who was in hopes, that his ſhort 
Baniſhment might laſt longer than the Malice of his Ene- 
mies againſt him. But, unhappily for both, the Duke was 
taken Priſoner at Sea, by a private Exgliſß Captain, who 


had way-laid him, had his Head ſtruck off on the put in his Pac. 
Side of a Cock-boat, and fell openly a terrible Example fage is murdered 
of divine Vengeance, for the private Murder of the Y = Certain. 


good Duke of Glouceſter. Yet this Miniſter, bad as he 

was, hath found ſome Advocates in Hiſtory ; and 

one old Writer particularly, remarks, That the moſt 

vile Thing in this — Accuſation * . 
2 3 


(a) The Hiſtory of Creyland, after giving the Duke of Suffolt a moſt 
terrible Character, ſays, that he was condemn'd by Parliament to per- 
petua ! Baniſhment. Statuto deinde Parliamento, caventes Regis Offenſo- 
nem, ipſum in Exilium condemnabant pergetuum : Inſidias tamen ci ponen- 
tes ad Tempus, et Diem Transfretationis in Partes peregrinas peremptorium 
aſſi gnantes. Hiſt. Croyland. Continyatio, p. 525, El. Gale. 

65 Collier” s Ecc. Hiſt., Vol. I. p. 672. 


— : 
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i, © him was, that they ſhould charge that as a Crime up- 
© on Suffolk now, which they themſelves bad in a for- 


mer Parliament conſented unto and ratified (c). 
There was little other Buſineſs than what is mention- 
ed, done at this Seſſion ; and no Acts of any Conſe- 
quence were paſs'd, except one only, mentioned in the 
Abridgment of the Records, call'd an Act of Reſu 
tion; whereby Power was given to the King, To 
© take into his Hands all Hereditaments, Offices, Li- 
© berties and Grants whatſoever, from the firſt Day of 
+ his Reign to the making of this Act; except certain 
« peculiar Grants there mention'd,* T "— 
y the Duke of Sufol#s Death, the Door was made 
{till wider for the Duke of Yor#s Claim io the Crown; 
and he, with his Friends, made all the Uſe they could 
of this favourable Conjuncture. An Hiſtorian (d) tells 


us, that his Friends gave it out in all Wa es 
othful 


The Duke of © That the Nation, being governed by a 


York's Schemes c E; & A | 
for obtaining the. King and en ambitious Queen, who neither of them 


© underſtood the true Meaſures of Government, did 
daily decay in its Reputation and Intereſt, of which 
the Loſs of France was an invincible Demonſtration. 
© That the publick Good ought to be more nearly 
© look'd into, and Men of ſuch Abilities rais'd to the 
Helm, as might both advance the Honour of the Eng- 
© liſh, and be a Terror to their Enemies, That the 
* Duke of York was a Perſon every way qualified for 
© the greateſt Truſt, having given a very great Proof 
© of it in compoſing the Rebellion in Ireland, with fo 
great Satisfaction to the People, as well as Safety to 
© the King, That in reality, that Duke had the beſt 


U Title to the Crown, the amil of Lancaſter being 


© no better than Uſurpers ; and, though, indeed, King 
« Henry might be tolerable, if he was either like his? 
Father or his Grapd-Father, whoſe Virtue and Cou- 
rage made their bad Titles overlook'd ; yet fince his 
* eaſy and gentle Nature render'd him incapable of go- 
< verning well, it was better for the People to ſet up a 
© Perſon, who, if he had no Right, was the fitteſt Man 
© in'the Nation to wield a Sceptre, but much more _ | 
Det bt | * the. 
le) Speed*s Chron. p. 662. | 
(4) Same Daniel by, Kennet, p. 402. 
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* the true Heir, than ſuffer others to uſurp the Power of King Henry VI, 
| © doing them, and the King himſelf, a Miſchief. 


Theſe and ſuch like Diſcourſes being well reliſhed 
by the Generality of the Nation, it was not long be- 
fore the Reſolution of a Change was put to a greater 
Trial. The Story of the Rebellion under Fack Cade, 
who ſtiled himſelf Lord Mortimer, is too well known, 
to need any Repetition here; our Hiſtorians ſuppoſe, 
that this Fellow was ſpirited up, under Hand, by the 
Duke of Yor4, to try the Bent of the Nation, in regard 
to his Title; that Lord, or Sir Tohn Mortimer having 
been Brother to the Earl of March, who was beheaded 
in the laſt Reign, and who was then the undoubred 
Heir of the Line of rt. Our Purpoſe is, only, to 
ſhew how much the Parliament of England were con- 
cerned in this Quarrel ; and one -being called the next 
Year, in the midſt of Cade's Rebellion, we ſhall pro- 
ceed in our Enquiries of what was tranſacted at it 

It has been our Cuſtom, hitherto, to give a Liſt or 
two of the Peers, ſummoned to Parliament, in a long 
or a ſhort Reign, in order to inform the Reader under 
what Names and Titles they were then called, as well 
as the particular Number of them. We think proper 
to give the following Liſt of Peers, ſummoned to at- 
tend the next Parliament, fince in a ſmall Time after, 
they were interrupted by the Civil Wars, and moſt of 
their Meetings then were to their own Deſtructions. 


In the 29th Year of Henry the Sixth. 
The King, &c. to Richard Duke of York, &c. to meet 


Anno Regni 29, 


5 
at Weſtminſter, on the Feaſt of Sr. Leonard, &c. Mit- At Weſtminſter, 


14/5 the King at Weſtminſter, September the fifth. 


Henry. Duke of Exeter, William, Earl of Arundel, peerage at that 
7 on, Duke of Nor folk, Ralph, Earl of Weftmore- Time. 


Humphry, Duke of Bui- land, 
kingham, Richard, Earl of Saliſbury, 
Edmund, Duke of Somerſet, John, Earl of Oxford, 
Richard, Earl of Warwick, Fohn, Earl of Worceſter, 
Henry, Earl of Northumber- Fames, Earl of Viliſbire, 
land, | ahn, Viſcount Beaumont, 


Thomas, Earl of Devonſhire, Fames, Lord Berkeley, 
R 3 | Edward, 
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King Henry VI. Edward, Lord Gray, of Thomas, Lord Clifford, 


Groby, y Viſcount Bourchier, 
Edmund, Lord Gray, of Edward, Lord Broke, of | 


_ Ruthin, Cabham, N 
Robert, Lord Hungerford Fobn, Lord Talbot of Liſle, 
ſenior, Thomas, Lord Scales, 


Ralph, Lord Grayſftuck, Reginald, Lord Gray de 

Henry Percy, Lord Poin- Wilton, 

. ings, John, Lord Stourton, | 

William, Lord Bottreaux, Richard Woodvile , Lord 

Thomas, Lord Dacres, of Rivers, 

. Gilſland,  - William Bourchier , Lord 
obn, Lord Beauchamp, Fitzwarren, 
ames, Lord Audley, William, Lord Bonevile, 
alph, Lord Cromwell, Henry Bromfleet, Lord 

William, Lord Zouch, of Veſcy, 

_ Harringworth, Thomas, Lord Roos, 

John, Lord Scrocp, of Ma- Robert, Lord Hungerford, 
. ſham, of Molins, 

William, Lord Fitzhugh, Ralph, Lord Boteler, of 

Henry, Lord Siroop, of Sudley 


5 
Balton, gd Thomas, Lord Gray, of 
Leonard Lord Welles, Richmond, 
Jabn, Lord Clinton, William Beauchamp, Lord 
Wilkam, Lord Lovel, St. Amand, 


Edward Nevile, Lord Ber- Thomas Percy, Lord Egre- 
gavenny, | mont, | | 
Robert, Lord Willbughby, TFohn Sutten, Lord Dudley, 


William Fynes, Lord Say and Seal (e). 


Theſe great Men, with the Prelates, Clergy and 
Commons, being aſſembled Navember 6th before the 
King, fitting in his Chair of State, in the Painted 
Chamber at Weſtminſter, John Kempe Cardinal, Arch- 
biſhop of ork and Chancellor of England, by the 
King's Command, declared, That this Parliament was 
called to provide for the Defence of the Realm, the 
< ſafe keeping of the Seas, and to make Provifion for 
an Army againſt the French; but, particularly, for 

5 * ſuppreſſing. 

(e) Beſides theſe Dukes, Earls and Barons, Writs were directed to 


about fourteen Knights, &c. to attend the Service of the Houſe of Peers 
this Parliameut. DuGpaLe's Summons to Parliament, P. 445. 
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« ſuppreſſing of Inſurrections at Home.” To which King Henry VI. 
End, he defired the Commons to chuſe, and preſent 
their Speaker, as uſual. | 
But, according to the Record, it was not till the 
19th of November, that the Commons preſented Sir 8, w:1;.., 01- 
William Oldball, Knight, to be their Speaker, who was hall choſen 
allowed, with the uſual Proteftation. Speaker. 
The firſt Thing, we find, that this Parliament went 
upon, was to deviſe ſeveral Orders and Regulations 
about altering the Manner of collecting and paying 
the Subſidy granted by the laſt Parliament ; tho” what 
Regulations they were, are not mentioned in the 
 Abridgement. | T 

Nor is any thing elſe given us from the Record, 
except a Complaint and Appeal for a Murder, tho? this 
Seſſion laſted above a Month; when, on the 17th of 
December, the Chancellor, in the Preſence of the King 
and the three Eſtates, prorogued the Parliament to the 
ſame Place, on the zoth Day of January, following. 

And, again, on the 29th Day of April, it was, alſo, 
prorogued to the fifth of May next enſuing. | 

The firſt Thing that we find, now, in this third 
Seſſion, is a Grant to the King of 20,0007. out of 
the Cuſtoms of London and Southampton, by hundred 
Pound Payments, to relieve his immediate Wants and 
Poverty. Beſides, in Conſideration of 4 000 J. delivered 
to the King, in Alum, by ſome Genocſe Merchants 
there named, it was enaCted, © That they ſhall be al- A Monopoly 
© lowed to ſhip any Staple Ware out of the South of granted, in order 
England, until they be anſwered the faid Sum.“ o rale Money, 
Alſo, it was enacted, * That certain Merchants of the 
South ſhall have all the Alem aforeſaid, on advancing 
to the King in Hand Sooo J. and that no Man de 
allowed to bring, buy or fell any other Alm, for 
© the Space of two Years, on Pain of forfeiting the 
fame.“ This was a ſtrange Monopoly, and ſhewed 
the preſſing Occaſions of the King and Sta:e, for Mo- 
ney at that Time. 

A very extraordinary Petition of the Commons was The Commons 
preſented to the King, importing no leſs than the Re- deſire the Remo- 
moval of moſt, or all his Court, from him. For it — 
was deſired, that Edmund Duke of Somerſet, Alice © F 

R 4 Poole, 


King Heary VI. 
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Poole late Wife of William Poole late Duke of Sufpli, 
William Biſhop of Cheſter (J, Sir John Sutton Knt. 


Baron of Dudley, William Daniel late of London, Eſq; 
_Fobm Treuilian and Edward Grimſlone of London, Eſqrs. 


homas Kemp, Clerk of the Commons; Reginald, 


| Abbat of St. Peter's in the County of Glorefter ; The- 
mas Pulford of Landon, Eſq; John Hampton, Williem 


Myners, Jobn Blackwell, John Penerile, Jahn Gerge- 


ran, Stephen Slegg, Thomas Stacey, s Hore, 


Eſquires; the Lord Haſtings, Sir Edmond Hungerford, 
Sir Thomas Stanley, Knights; Fenkin de Stanley, Eſq; 
Uſher of the King's Chamber, Bartbal. Hawley, Raiph 


Baltborp, 3 Sir Edmund Hampton, Sir Robert Ming- 


field, K nis 


r. Gervaſe Deberre, one of the King's 
Secretaries, Mr. Jahn Somerſet, and Mr. Jahn News- 


port of the Iſle of Wight, © be bani from the 


King's Preſence during their Lives, and not to come 


within twelve Miles of the Court, becauſe the Peo- 
© ple ſpoke evil of them.” 


The King's mild 
Anſwer. 


The Rebellion 
in Kent under 
Jack Cade. 


The King's Anſwer to this Petition, was, That 


as to himſelf, he was well contented, that they 


* ſhould go, unleſs they were Lords, and a few others 
© whom he could not well ſpare from about his Per- 
© ſon, and ſo to continue abſent for one Year, to ſee 
© if any Man could truly lay any Thing to their 
© Charge.” 

Whether this laſt Petition was made in order to quiet 
the Clamours of the People of Kent, &c. who were 
then up in Arms under the Conduct of Fack Cade, we 
know not. But, a very ſevere Act was paſſed this 
Seſſion againſt that Rebel ; whereby he was attainted of 
Treaſon, all his Lands, Tenements, c. given to the 
King, and his Blood corrupted (g). 

But tho' our Records are ſomewhat ſilent, as to the 
Complaints of the Commons, under Cade; Hiſtory - 
is not ſo, but hath given us the Contents of two Bills, 
which, it is ſaid, they exhibited to the Houſes, then ſit- 

ting 
The Biſhopricle of d it |; 
Hoy vill. bar the Biſhops of LAchfeld and. Cee, wats et 


ſtiled Biſhops of Cheſter. This Man was one William Boothe, tranſlated 
the next Lear to the See of Terk, Lx Neve's Faſti Ecc. Arg. 


(g) Stat, at Large, 29 Henry VI. Cap. 1. 


ENGLAND. 126; 


ung at /4f miner, that they might have their Con- . 
—— Ws, in the Reformation they were King Henry VI 
bringing about in the Government. | 
(b) The firſt they called The Complaints of the Com- The hich De- 
mons of Kent, and the Cauſes of their aſſembling at mands of the 
Blackheath. In it they repreſented to the Parliament, Rebels. 


That it was reported that Kent (ſhould be depopulated 
6 2 made a Forreſt, to revenge the Duke of 22 8 
© Death, tho' the People of that Country were no way 
© guilty of it. That the King had given the Revenues 
© of the Crown to his Favourites, and reſolved to live 
on Taxes raiſed on his Subjects, which would impo- 
« yeriſh his People. That Lords of the Royal Blood 
« were excluded from his Government, and mean Per- 
© ſons preferred, who would not adminiſter Juſtice 
«© without Bribes and Gifts, That the Proviſions of 
« the King's Houfe were taken of the Subjects, and 
© not paid for, to the undoing of many. That the 
King's menial Servants falſely accuſed many of High- 
© Treaſon, in order to get their Eſtates. That the 
King's Servants by unjuſt Claims of Feoffments, 
© have deprived divers of the Commons of their E- 
© ſtates and Rights. That certain Traitors who have 
© loft the King's Territories in France, ſhould be pu- 
© niſhed without Mercy. That the Sheriffs and Un- 
* der-Sheriffs of Counties, farming their Offices and 
© Bailiwicks, are forced to extort unjuſt Fines from 
© the People to pay the Sums. That the Officers of 
© the Court of Dover in Kent, vex and arreſt Men, in 
all Parts of the Country, upon untrue Actions, and 
© require great Fees of them for their Deliverance. 
© That the Freedom of Election for Knights of the 
© Shires hath been taken from the People by the great 
Men, who ſend Letters to their Tenants and Depen- 
© dants to chuſe ſuch Men as the People approve not 
© of, That Collectors of the King's Taxes being 
made, for Bribes, by the Knights of the Shire, uſe 
© many Extortions to raiſe them. And, laſtly, that 
© the Seſſions being held in the fartheſt Part of the 
County, Eaſtward, the People were forced to go five 
* Days Journey to them, to their great Trouble and 
; | Damage; 
(Þ) Sam. Daniel by Kennet, P. 403. 
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King Henry VI. * Damage; which they deſire might be ſettled in two 


© Places more conveniently.” “ 

The other Paper they ſtiled, The Regue/is of the 
great Aſſembly in Kent; and, in this, they humbly pe- 
titioned, That the King would aſſume to himſelf the 
* Demeſnes of the Crown, that he might live con- 
© formable to his Royal Dignity. That the Duke of 
© Suffolt's Kindred ſhould be puniſhed, according to the 
Las of the Realm; and the Lords of the Blood- 
© Royal, viz: the Dukes of York, Exeter, Buckingham, 
© and Norfolk, be taken into Favour, and entruſted 
© with the Government, and that then he would be 
the happieſt and richeſt Prince in Chriſtendom. That 
© all Perſons guilty of the Duke of Glxeter's Death 
© be puniſhed as falſe T raitors to the King and Realm; 
< and the rather, becauſe by their Means, the Duke of 
© Exeter, the Cardinal of Vincheſter, and the noble 
Prince the Duke of Warwich, with many other Lords 
and Gentlemen, and all the King's Countries in 
* France have been loſt. Laſtly, that all Extortions 


Wax, King's-Bench, and King's Pourveyors and Sta- 

- © tutes of Labourers be ſo regulated, by the King and 
his Council, that they may not be ſuch an intolerable 
* . Burthen to the Commons of England. 

Theſe Complaints of Grievances, c. having been 
ſeen and peruſed, as well by the Lords and Commons 
in Parliament aſſembled, as by the King's Council, 
were not only, ſays our Hiſtorian, condemned and diſ- 
approved, but the Authors. of them voted proud and 
preſumptuous Rebels, not to be gratified with fair Pro- 
miſes, but ſuppreſſed by Force of Arms. But another 
Hiſtorian ſays, more juſtly, as ſeems probable by the 
Abſtract from the Records, that it does not appear the 
Complaints of theſe People were rejected by Parliament, 
only that the Council condemned them ; as they would 
have done, had they been more reaſonable; conſidering 
the Method of preferring them (i). | 

£O Howe ver, it was not long after, that Fack Cade and his 
| — 5p fup- Followers were put to Flight by the King's _— 
(i) Hofrincsnxan's Chron, P. 634- 


© uſed daily among the common People, viz. Green- 
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their Leader ſlain, having had a Price ſet on his Head King Henry vl. 


by Proclamation (#). 
This ſmall Commotion, in Compariſon to what 


3 
followed, being ſettled, and the War with France en — 


tirely ended; for all Aguitain, which had been in the 
Engliſh Hands near 300 Years, being yeilded up; there 
was nothing left to contend for The Duke of York, 
who was then in Ireland, hearing of the bad Succeſs 
of his firſt Attempt, came over to conſult with his 
Friends in England what Game they were next to play. 
The chief Supporters of his Party, were John Meaw- 
bray Duke of Norfolk, Richard Nevil Earl of Saliſbury, 
with the Lord Richard Nevil his Son ; who was after- 
wards the famous Earl of Warwick, by the Mar- 
rage of the Lady Anne Beauchamp; Thomas Courtney, 
Earl of Devon, and Edward Broke, Lord Cobham ; 
all of them Perſons of great Authority, numerous At- 
tendants aad daring Valour. Theſe Noblemen, with 

many 


(k) In the Public Acht is a Licence from the King to one John Miſ- 
telden, and three of his Servants, to carry on a Proceſs, in Alchemy, 
for the Tranſmutation of Metals, or to find out the Philoſopher's Stone. 
There are no leſs than three Licences before, in this Reign, to different 
People, for this Piece of Folly, or Knavery, which was ſtill carried on 
to much greater Lengths in later Reigns. This Grant is ſpecified, at the 
End, to be done by the King, with the Authority of Parliament, which 
ſhews the Ignorance and Credulity of that Age, Fed. Ang. Tom. XI. 
Pag. 309. | 

But, in another Licence granted to Jobn Fauceby, Jobn Kyrkby, and 
Jobn Rayny, about four Years after, this Myſtery is farther explained in 
theſe Words : as er Phil ſuis | * 

Cum antiqui ſat ientes amo Pbilaſapbi, in ſuis ſcriptis 12 
Iris, {ob * Int ny docuerint & relinguerunt, ex Vino, ex 
Lapidibus pretiofis, ex Olcis, ex Vegetabilibus, ex Animalibus, ex Mctallis, 
& ex mediis Mineralibus multas Medecinas glorioſas & notabiles confici 
pee; & preſertim quandam pretiofiſſimam Medicinam, quam aliqui Me- 
dicerum Philoſopborum Matrem, vel Imperatricem Medicinarum dixerunt ; 
alii Gloriam ineſtimabilem eandem nominarunt; alii, vero Quintam- 
Eſſentiam, aliis Lapidem Philoſophorum & Elixir Vitze noncupaverant ; 
Cajus Medicine Virtus tam efficax & admirabilis exiſteret, quod per cam 
gquecungue Infirmitates curabiles curarentur faciliter, Vita bumana ad ſuam 
prorogaretur Terminum, & Homo in Sanitate & Viribus naturalibus, tam 
Corporis quam Anime, Fortitudine Membrorum, Memoriæ Claritate, & 

ngenti Vivacitate, ad eundem Terminum mirabiliter præ ſervaretur: Que - 

cungue etiam Vulnera curabilia fine Difficultate ſunarentur, 22. in ſuper, 
contra omne Genus Venenorum, foret ſumma & optima Medicina, 75 ad 
alia plura commoda, nobis & Reipublice Regni noſtri utiliſſima, per can- 
dem fieri poſſent, veluti Metallorum Tran ſmutationes in veriſſimum Aurum 
& finiſſimum Argentum, &c. 

Tefte Rege apud Weſtmonaſterium 23 Aprilis 1456. — ipſum Regem, 
& & Auctoritate PARLIAMENTI., tad, Ang. Tom, XI. Pag. 379. 
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King Henry VE many others of leſſer note, had divers Meetings about 
ſetting the great Machine in Motion; and the old To- 
pic of redreſſing Grievances in the Government, was 
thought to be the moſt plauſible Way to begin the 
Quarrel. Accordingly, a Letter of Remonſtrance was 
wrote by the Duke of Jo to the King, ſhewing the 
Male- Adminiſtration of the Miniſtry, pointing out ſome 
Ways to redreſs them, by impriſoning and bringing to 
Tryal the chief Offenders, particularly the Duke of 
Somerſet. The King returned a mild Anſwer to this 

He raiſes an Ar. Letter; but that not tar'sfying the Duke, he haſtned 

my. into Wales, raited a Army, and encamped with them 
on Burnt-heath, near Dartford, within ten or twelve 
Miles of London. The M uniſtty had, alſo, taken 
ſome care of themſelves, by raifing Forces, which, un- 
der the King's Command, were encamped on Black- 
heath, fome few Miles diſtant from the other. 

Henry had no mind to come to a Battle, being al- 
ways ſparing of his Subjects Blood, and therefore ſent 
Meſſengers to the Duke to know his Reaſons for com- 
ing thus armed againſt him. The Duke's Anſwer was 

Accommodation to the fame Purport as his Letter; the Biſhops and 

between him and Lords who were ſent by the King, had a Commiſſion 

COTS to grant any reaſonable Terms of Accommodation ; 
they, therefore, aſſured him, that the Duke of Somer- 
et ſhould immedi:.tely be clap'd up in Priſon; on which 
he inſtantly diſmiſſed his Army. Nay, he is ſaid to 
have taken an Oath, ſome Time after, in St. Paul: 
Church, before the King and all his Nobles, never to 
take Arms again, or diſturb King Henry in the Poſſeſſion 
of the Crown. 

In this Interval, when the Sore was thinly ſkinned 
over, which was likely to break out more violently af- 
terwards, a Parliament was called to meet at Reading, 
by Writs dated at Veſiminſler the 20th Day of Fanuary, | 
for an Appearance at the Place aforeſaid on the th 
Day of March following ; Richard Duke of York and 

Anno Regni 31. Edmund Duke of Somer/er being the firſt Perſons named 
1453- on the Lift. | | 

At Reading, At the Day appointed they all met in the great 

Chamber or Reſectory, within the Abby of 2 | 

when | 
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when (I) IWilliam, Biſhop of Lincaln, in the Abſence King Henry VI, 


of Jahn Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Chancellor of Eng- 
land, very notably, according to our Authority, de- 
clared the Cauſe of the Parliament; chiefly, for the 
good Government of the Realm, and ſafe Defence of 
the fame; to which End he bid the Commons chooſe 
their Speaker, and preſent him as uſual. And the next 
Day, after the Receivers and Tryers of Petitions, ac- 


cording to antient Cuftom were appointed, the Com- Thomas Thorye 
mons preſented to the King Thomas Thorpe, Eſq; to nd, 


be their Speaker, who, with the common Proteftation 
was allowed. | | 

The firſt Thing they went upon in this Seſſion, was the 
Supply; when the Commons granted to the King, one 
Tenthand one Fifteenth ; likewiſe, Tonnage and Poun- 
dage during his Life. The Commons, alſo, granted 
to the King, for the ſame Term, the Subſidy on 


Wools; that is 235. 4 d. for every Sack of Denizens, , $,1,a,. 


and 5 J. from Aliens, and ſo for other Staple- ware in pro- 
portion. Likewiſe, they gave the King of every Mer- 


. chant, not born within the Realm, and no Denizen, 


and keeping Houſe, 40 5. and of every ſuch Merchant, as 
ſhall remain within the Realm but fix Weeks, 20 s. per 
Annum. And of every Merchant alien, being no De- 
nizen, 13 5. 4d. Yearly, during the King's Life. 
Aſter this, the Speaker came before the King, and 
declared that the Commons had voted 20,000 Archers, 
for the King's Service, for the Term of half a Year. 
And, March the 18th, when theſe Money Bills were 
paſſed, and Thanks for them given to the Lords by 


the King himſelf ; John, Cardinal, Archbiſhop, and The Parliament 
Chancellor, by the King's Command, prorogued the —— — 


Parliament from the Day and Town aforeſaid, to the 
20th of April then enſuing, at Veſiminſter. 
Being met again, the King diſcharged the Commons 
of 7000 Archers, pact of the 20,000 granted — laſt 
| | ons. 


(1) William Alnewick died Biſhop of Lincoln, Anno 1449; to whom 
ſucceeded Marmaduke Lumley, who died in 1451, and was ſucceeded by 
Jobn Chedworth, the ſame Year. Le Neve Faſti Ecc. Ang. There 
muſt be ſome Miftake therefore, either im that Author, or in the Record. 
In Dugdales Summons to Parliament the Writ is directed F. Epiſcops 
Lincoln, tor this Meeting. =_ 
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King Henry VI. Seſſions. And, a due Proportion was ſettled, for every 
particular County in the Realm, what they would 
bear towards the Support of 13,000 Men for his Ma- 
jeſty's Service. But, in Conſideration of a conſidera- 
ble Sum of Money, to be levied by the Commons, the 
King was content to reſpite the railing the ſaid 13,000 
Archers; unleſs, upon great Neceſſity, or being obliged 
to go in Perſon to the Wars, he be forc'd to take them. 

t was ordained that Edmund Duke of Somerſet, late 
Captain of Calais, ſhall be paid 21, 648 J. 105. out of 
the Cuſtom of the Staple Wares going out of the Port 
of Sandwich, for Fees and Wages due to him and 
other chief Captains and Soldiers, whilſt he was Go- 
vernor there. Alſo, a particular Rate was made out 
of the Grant of a Fifteenth, to certain Perſons in every 
County in England, allotted to the repairing of Calais, 
and for making a Riſe-bank there. Likewiſe, an Al- 
lotment of 20 5. out of the Subſidy for every Sack of 


Wool, was allowed towards the Wages and Victualling 


of Soldiers in the Garriſon at Calais. 
The Commons farther grant unto the King the Moi- 
| ety of one Tenth and one Fifteenth, for which the 
King thought proper to return them Thanks; and af- 
ter theſe Words, viz. Me thank you for your Grant, 
for the which be you aſſured, we will te a geod and gracious 
Lord unto you ; the Lord Chancellor, on the ſecond Day 
of Fuly, prorogued the Parliament again to Reading, 
to the ſeventh Day of November following. And, at 
Reading, on the ſame Day, we find that the Parliament 
was adjourned from thence to theeleventh of February 
next, at J/eſtmin/ier. But on that Day, Jobn Earl 
And to Weſt- Of Worceſter, and Treaſurer of England, by the King's 
minſter again. Letters Patents, made another ſhort Prorogation of 
three Days, to the fourteenth of the ſaid Month at 

Neſiminſter. | | 

On which Day being again aſſembled to do Buſi- 
The Duke of Nels, Richard Duke of York, by the King's Letters Pa- 
York Preſident tents, was appointed Prefidentin the ſaid Parliament (m). 
of the kala. On the ſame Day, a very remarkable Caſe came be- 
g ſore this Parliament. The Commons repreſented 7 the 
| | Ling 
(m) The Inſtrument for it is in the Public Alls, and the Adjournment 


to WWeſlini mentioned, f 
. Dates at Mer, Feb, 13. Anne Regni, 3i. 


To Reading; 


D rr 
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King and Lords, that Thomas Thorpe, their Speaker, King Henry VI, 


and William Rail, a Member of their Houſe, were both 
impriſoned z they therefore requeſted, that the ſaid 
Members might be ſet at Liberty, according to the 
Privileges of.their Houſe. | 

The next Day, the Duke of ort ſtood! up in the 
Houſe of Lords, and acquainted their Lordſhips, 


That he had received Damages in an Action of Treſ- 

His Complaint 
againſt Thorpe 
the Speaker for a 


« paſs againſt the ſaid Thorp, laſt Term, by a Verdict 
in the King's Exchequer for carrying away the Goods 


« of the ſaid Duke of York, out of Durham- Houſe; Treſpaſs, 


for the which he remained in Execution, and prayed 
that he might continue there.” 

The Advice of all the Judges being taken in this Mat- 
ter, they made Anſwer, That it was not their Part to 
judge of the Parliament's Actions, who were Judges 
© of the Law themſelves; only, they faid, that a 
© General Super ſedeas of the Parliament there was not, 
but a Special there was; in which Caſe of Special Su- 
© perſedeas, every Member of the Houſe of Commons 
6 ought to enjoy the ſame; unleſs it be in Caſes of 
© Treaſon, Felony, Surety of the Peace, or for a Con- 
© demnation before the Parliament.” | 
After which Anſwer being given, the Lords came 


to this Reſolution, * That the ſaid Thomas Thorpe 
© ſhould remain in Execution, notwithſtanding his Pri- 


* vilege.” And, ſent a Committee of their own Houſe The Commons 
to the Commons, to require them, on the King's chuſe Sir Tho- 
Behalf, to chuſe a new Speaker. Accordingly, a Com-**, Charlton i 


mittee of the Commons. were ſent to the Lords to ac- 
quaint them that they had newly choſen, in the Place 
of Thomas Thorpe, Sir Thomas Charlton, Knight, for 
their Speaker ; to which the Chancellor anſwered, that 


the King approved of him, and willed thera to proceed' 


effectually. 


About this Time, King Henry fell dangerouſly ſick 
at Clarendon, and happy had it been for him, if he had 
then ended his Days; his Sickneſs continued a long 
Time, but, at laſt, he was perfectly recovered of it. 


The Joy at Court, on this Occaſion, was augmented 
by the Birth of a young Prince, Queen Margaret hav- 
ing been delivered of him this Year, who was chriſtned by 

| tte 


4 * 


his ſtead. 


q 
$ 
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xing Henry v1, the Name | of - Edward. - The Tranſactions of this 


Parliament take Notice of both theſe VT wow as wil 
appear by the Sequel. 

A Committee of the Houſe of Lords was appointed 
to go to the King, lying Sick at Mindſor, to learn hi 
Pleaſure touching two Articles ; the Firſt, 10 
know who ſhould be Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
who Chancellor of England, in the Place of Jah 
Kemp, by whoſe Death they lay in the King's Diſpo- 
ſal. The ſecand, to know whether certain Lords, 
there named, to be of the Privy Council, were agree- 
able to him, or not. On the 25th of March the fail 
Committee reported to the whole Houſe, That they 
© had been to wait upon the King at Vindſir, and al. 
< ter three ſeveral Repairs thither, and earneſt Sollicitz- 
tions to [ſpeak with the King, they could by 10 
© means have Anſwer, or Token of Anſwer, being 

© only told the King was Sick.” 

And whereas the Lords, on the 27th of March, had 
appointed the Duke of Dort to be Protector and De- 
fender of the Realm, ſo long as the ſame ſhall pleaſe the 
King, the faid Duke thereupon required the Anſwer of 
the Lords to the Articles following. 

I. * That it be enacted, that the ſaid Duke doth 
© take upon him the ſaid Office, by the particular Ap- 
< pointment of the Lords, and not of his own Seeking 
or Dehre.” 

Anſwer, © The like Aude ſhall be made for this, 
© as was made during the King's Minority. 

II. That all the Lords will affiſt the Duke in 
© his Office.“ 

A 72 © It is agreed by all lawful means. 

III. © To preſcribe the Power thereby given to the 
« ſaid Duke. 

Anſwer, * He ſhall be Chief of the Council, Pro- 

© tector and Defender, which implies a perſonal 
* Attendance againſt foreign Invaſion, and inward Re- 
* beilion; but no Authority of Governance; and al 

© this ſoit be no Prejudice to the Prince. 

IV. © To appoint how much Money the ſaid Duke 


« * take = the Exerciſe of the faid Office. 
Anſwer, 


( 
| 
] 
| 
V 


this 
will 
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Auſeuer, Precedents ſhall be ſearched, and the Duke ins Henry Vl, 


« conferred withal about it, after which an Act ſhall be 
made to ſettle it.” | 

Then the King's Letters Patents were read in the 
Houſe, appointing the ſaid Duke to be his chief Coun- 
ſellor, Protector and Defender of this Realm, during 
the King's Pleaſure ; or, unto ſuch Time #s Edward 
the Prince, ſhall come to Age of Diſcretion (n). Which 
great Office the Duke, in full Parliament, took upon 
him to perform. Hence it appears, ſays a late Hiſtori- 
an, that it was believed the King's Indiſpoſition would 
laſt as long as he lived, and that it affected his Under- 
ſtanding more than his Body. In the next Place, adds 
he, by reſerving this Office, for a Child of ſix Months 
old, who was to exerciſe it when at Age, the Parlia- 
ment ſhewed their Intention, to preſerve entire the - 
Rights of the Houſe of Lancaſler, though the Duke of 
York was declared Protector. Other {ew Patents 
were read, which were made to Edtoard the young 
Prince, as in Anno 1. Henry VI. with the Yearly Fee 
of 2000 Marks, only; belides Allowances for learn- 
ing to ride and ſuch other Exerciſes; provided the 
ſame be no ways prejudicizl to any Grant made to 
Margaret Queen of Englaud. Again, 

The King, by his Letters Patents, createth his Son 


Edward Prince of Wiles, and Earl of Cheer, to him — — 


and to his Heirs, Kings of Lug land, with the Revenues Wales, Sc. 


thereunto belonging; which were conhimed by the 
Hands of all the Lords, anJ by the Commons in Par- 
liament. 

By the ſame Authority the King granted to his 
Queen Margaret, the Sum of 1000 J. Yearly, for her 


Life, out of the Cuſtoms and Subſidy of Wools in the A Powry ſettled 
on the Queen. 


Port of Soutlampton ; beſides ſundry Manors and 
Hereditaments in the Counties of Nerthampton, South- 
hampton, and Oxfordſhire, which were, alſo, confirm- 
ed to her by Parliament. 
The further miſcellaneous Proceedings of this 
Vol. II. 8 Parliament 


(n) This Inſtrument is, olſo, in the Pablie Aci, and another imme- 
diately following it for conſtituting Edevard the young Prince, tho' then 
ſcarce ſeven Months old, Protector, Cc. when he ſhall arrive at Years of 
Diſcretion, They are both of the ſame Date, vis. April 34, but the 
firſt is (ail to be done by Authority of Parliament, which the other is 
not. Fad. Arg. Tem. XI. P. 346, 347% 
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King Henry VI. Parliament were, that Richard Earl of Salisbury, John 
Earl of Shrewſbury, Fobn Earl of Worceſter, James 
Earl of Wiliſbire, and the Lord Stourton, were appoint- 
ed to keep the Sea; to whom was allotted the three 
Years Tonnage and Poundage granted by the laſt 
Parliament. And April 15th; it was agreed, that to- 
wards the Support of the Expence of the Lords afore- 
faid, there ſhould be a Loan made from certain Cities 
and Towns, there named, of particular Sums, and they 
were to be anſwered for the ſame out of certain Cuſ- 
toms and Subſidies. 

In this Parliament Thomas Courtney, Earl of Devmn, 
was accuſed of Treaſon, and acquitted of the fame, 
by his Peers; Humphry Duke of Buckingham being 

igh Steward for the T'ime being. But, becauſe the 
Duke of 79r# judged the Honeſty of the faid Lord to 
be touched, the faid Earl made a public Declaration 
of his Loyalty before the Houſe, and referred further 
Tryalofit, as a Knight ſhould do; On which. the Lords 
wholly acquitted him, as a loyal Subject. 

The King by his Letters Patents, publickly read in 
this Parliament, acknowledg'd Edmond of Hadſban, 

„ and Faſper of Hatfield, the Sons of Queen Katherine his 
—— Mother, to be his lawſul Half- Brothers and Denizens. 
Earls with Pre- The King, alſo, created the ſaid Edmond, Earl of Rich. 
cedency. mand; and that in Parliament, and elſewhere, be 
ſhould have Preheminence above all Earls. The King, 
likewiſe, granted to the ſaid Edmond, and to the Heirs 
Male of his Body, lawfully begotten, the whole Coun- 
ty, Honour, and Dominion of Richmond, with all the 
Hereditaments and Appurtenances, with Warranty by 
the accuſtomed Services. Likewiſe, by Aſſent of Par- 
liament, the King granted to the ſaid Earl of Richmond, 
in Tail- general, the Manor of //ore/dale, with the 
Appurtenances, in the Counties of Lancaſter, Weſt more 
land and York, late belonging to John Duke of Bedford, 
to hold only by Fealty, with certain Proviſions therein. 

The King, alſo, by other Letters Patents, created 
Jaſper of Hatfield, Earl of Pembroke, with the Prehe- 
minence to take Place above all Earls, next unto bi 
elder Brother Edmond; and gave him, likewiſe. the 
whole County, Honour and Dominion of Pembr it, 
as above, In both which Creations and Grants, are 
| ceilain 
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certain Proviſoes, or Exceptions, and both theſe Let- King Henry VI. 


ters Patents were confirmed by Parliament. 

The Commons required the Lords to call to mind 
the Hazard that the Town of Calais was then in, and 
the ſafe keeping of the Sea, and that the Subſidy grant- 
ed might be really employed to that Purpoſe. They, 
alſo, defired the Lords to excuſe them, from granting 
any other Subſidies ; finally, they required, that a grave, 
or wiſe Council, ſhould be eſtabliſhed, to anſwer all 
Petitions, &c. which was promiſed. 

It was ordained, that the Mayor, Conſtable and Fel- 
lowſhip of the Merchants of the Staple at Calais, ſhall 
be paid 10,000 Marks out of the Sublidy of Wools there, 
which Sum they lent towards the Payment of the Sol- 
dier's Wages in that Place. The ſaid Mayor and Mer- 
chants made ſeveral Demands beſides, which are not 
ſpecified; to which they had Anſwers given them. But, 
Richard Duke of York, being appointed Captain, or 
Governor ofCalais, and requiring SatisfaCtion in 13 Ar- 
ticles, or Demands, concerning ready Payment, and 
other proper Supplies for keeping the ſame, could ob- 
tain no Anſwer to them. 

Sir William Oldhall, Knight, who was Speaker in the 
laſt Parliament, was, alſo, attainted of Treaſon for 
being concerned in Cade's Rebellion, and a Writ of 
Outlawry againſt him, was confirmed by Parliament. 

Whereas Robert Peynings: of Southwark Eſq; being 
Carver, Sword-bearer and chief Actor with Jack 
Cade, had his Pardon, upon which he, with certain 
Sureties by Recognizance, was bound in the Chancery 
for his good Behaviour; fince which Time, he had 
committed many Rio:s, particularly, in raiſing and 
going with Men armed in Kent, againſt the Law; 
thereſore it was ordained, that an Extent, upon the 
ſaid Recognizance, ſhall go againſt the faid Poynings, 
and his Sureties, and him, and their Lands and Goods. 

We ſhall conclude the Acts of this Parliament, with 
a ſhort Account of a Statute made on a private Affair. 
A Complaint was made by Henry Beaumont, Eſq; Son 
and Heir to Sir Henry Beaumont Knight, and Charles 
Powel Eſq; againſt Edward Lancafler of Skipton in 
Craven, Eſa; for taking oY Dame Joan Beaumont, 
| | 2 | late 
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King Henry VI. late Wife to the ſaid Henry, being lawfully married to 
the ſaid Charles, and for that the ſaid Zdwarg married 
the ſaid Dame, againſt her Will, and thereby raviſh- 
ed her; againſt which Edward, and many. others there 
named, Remedy is given by way of Appeal. Theſe, and 
ſuch like Practices, produced a Statute, which in the 
Acts of this Year goes under this Title, A Remedy for a 
IF oman inforced to be bound by Statute or Obligation, 
It has been faid, that the Wars with France being 
now ended, the Civil Diflentions, between the two 
Houſes of York and Lancaſter, began in contending for 
the Crown; tho! hitherto Matters had been carried 
on both Sides with Moderation, the Houſe of Yort 
having yet, not openly, made their Claim to the Re- 
gality, neither in Parliament nor out; but, only, raiſed 
an Army, under Pretence of reſorming Abuſes in the 
Government. The Title this Family had to the 
Crown, ſays an Hiſtorian (o), was very fair, accord- 
© ing to the Law of the Land; Richard, the preſent 
Duke, being Great-Grandion of Lianel Duke of Cla- 
rence, eider Brother to John of Gaunt, Duke of Lan- 
caſter, by whom the three Henrys derived their Right 
to the Crown. But Henry VI. tho” his Title was 
not ſo fair and clear, yet, not being the Uſurper 
himſelf, but ſucceeding upon the Uſurpation of his 
Father and Grandfather, two very great Princes, 
and he being. of known Goodneſs and Piety, had 
© Jonz kept Poſleiſſion of it. Therefore it required 
great Art, Cunning and Force, in the Duke of York, 
to wreſt the Diadem from him.” 

Moſt of our Hiftorians relate, that the Duke of Ser- 
ſet was accuſed of Treaſon, in the laſt Parliament, h.v- 
ing been arreſted ſome Time before, and ſent Priſoner 
io the Tower (p). How far this laſt Circumſtance 

| may 


8 @& 


oo GS 3 @ 


« 


% Daniel by Nennet p. 410. , 

(p) Fabian writes, that the Duke of Somerſet was arreſted of High 
Treaſon December, 1. 1451. when the Parliament was fitting, and his 
Goods torne out ol his Houſe in the Black Friers and embezled. For, 
at this Tim?, adds he, the Lords Servants and Attendants who came to 
Parliament were very numerous; the temporal Lords keeping then more 
Hoſpitality y\and had greater Retinues of Servants, far, exceeding, what 

tue Lores 1. Lis Time did. FaRrlat's Chron, Anno 1451. 
» J. Stetue 
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may be true, is uncertain; but the former is apparently Ri VI. 
falſe, by the Proceedings of that Parliament given be- NENT 
[ 


fore. It is ſaid further, © That the Queen, who was 
as intent to ſave Somerſet, as his Enemies to deſtroy 
© him, had ſo contrived Matters, that nothing ſhould 
© be done againſt him; for the King, being ſomewhat 
* recovered from his Illneſs, and come well to his Senſes, 
© ſhe cauſed him, tho' very weak, to be carried to the 
* Houſes, and there to diſſolve the Parliament, fo 
© that nothing was determined in the Matter.“ It is 
not poſſible to ſuppoſe that the careful Abridger of the 
Parliamentary Records, would have overlooked this 
laſt Circumſtance; and, therefore, fince he has taken 
no Notice. of it, we may well ſuppoſe it as erroneous as 
the former. Inſtead of that, Edmond Duke of Samer 
ſet is the ſecond Perſon, on the Liſt of the Peers, 
ſummoned to this Parliament; and he was ordered to 
be paid 2 very large Sum, due to him, for Fees, 
Wages, Sc. whilſt he was Governor of Calais, by 
Conſent of both Houſes. 

It is certain, however, that the Duke of Joy, find- 
ing he could not get 8:mer/et removed from the King's, 
or rather the Queen's, Protection, which probably he 
was not forry for, -rais'd another Army and encamped 
with it near St. Aang. The King and his Courtiers- 
were as ready to oppoſe him, and a Battle was fought 
near that Town, May 23, Anno 1455, in which the 


Duke was victorious ; and the Duke of S2mer/er, . 
Earls of Northumberland and Stafford, Foln Lord Clif-.Amy ; and takes 
ford, with many others, Perſons of Note, and about-the Ning Pricon- 


doo common Men, were ſlain ; and what rendred this“ 
Victory more compleat, the King himſelf was taken 
Priſoner. Tod | 6 
T he Duke of York, and the Lords his Confederates, 
carried the King with them to St. Albans, and paid 
: S 3 2 2 bin 


J. Stotue has gi ven us the Articles, which, he fays, the Duke of York 
exhibited againſt the Duke of Somerſet in Parliament ; but they are very 
trifling and inſignificaat. Cin. P. 3333 

By two laſtrumeats in the Public Ats, we find, that the Dukes of 
York and Somerſet were bound to each other in the Sum of 20, 
Marks, to refer their Differences to the Arbitration of the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, and ſeven other Biſhops and Noalemen, there named. 
Fed. Arg. Tom. XI. P. 362, 363. ; | 
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King Henry V1. him all the Honour and Reverence due to his Dignity. 
They beſought him, on their Knees, to forgive the Ac- 
tion of that Day, and accept them for his loyal Sub- 
jets, For now the Duke of Somerſet, the common 
Ehemy of the Nation, and the Caute of this Commo- 
tion, being dead, he, and all his Adherents, would re- 
main, during their Lives, his faithful and obedient Sub- 
jects; and that he ſhould find, that the Deſtruction of 
Somerſet was his own Preſervation. 

With ſuch artful Speeches they amuſed the . 
King. who ſeemed well fatisfied with their Actions. 
After which the confederate Lords ſpent their Vbitſun- 
tide together at London ; where it was reſolved to call a 
Parliament, to ſettle and compoſe Things for the ge- 
neral Good of the Nation. Writs were accordingly 
iſſued out for ſummoning a Parliament, dated May 26, 
at Weſtminſter, to meet at the fame Place on the gth 
Day of July following. It is to be noted, that no 
Peers of either Side of the Queſtion were omitted in the 
Summons ; this Lift being conformable to the laſt, 
except in the Names of the Peers ſlain in the laſt 
Battle (g). | 

Anno Regni 33. Our Abridger of the Records begins his Account of this 

At Wed singer. Parliament in this Manner: In the Preſence of the 

King, -fitting in his Chair of Eſtate, and of the 
Lords and Commons, Thomas (r) Archbiſhop of Can- 
© terbury and Chancellor of Engiand, declared the Cauſe 
© of the Parliament, and took for his Theme, &c. 
© Other Report there is none, Wherefore the Chancel- 
© lor willed the Commons to chuſe their Speaker, and 
© the next Day to preſent him to the King. And far- 
© ther ſhewed to them, that the King's Pleaſure was, 
that all Eſtates ſhould enjoy their Liberties,” 

It was not till the next Day of the Seſſion, that the 
Chancellor cauſed certain Articles to be read before the 
Houſes containing the Cauſe of the Summons, which 
were divided as follows : 

Firſt, to take Order for the Expences of the King's 
Houſhold.— For the due Payment of the Garriſon 
at Calais, and the Marches there. <— To provide for 

: keeping 
- (5) Duonrarr's Summons to Parliament, Anno Regni 33. 

(r) Thomas Bourchier. Lz Nxzvs's Faſti Ecc. Ang. 


n TY -.0 
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keeping the Seas againſt any Invaſion of the Bench; King Henry VI: 


particularly, to guard againſt the Scots, who had be- 
fieged Berwick, notwithſtanding the Truce. —— To ap- 
point how and what Time the 13, ooo Archers, granted 
laſt Parliament, ſhould be empioyed. —— To procure 
a perfect Accord and Unity amongſt the Lords. 
To reſtrain the carrying out of Gold and Silver Coin. 
— — To provide for better keeping of the Seas. 
To take Precaution that the Peace may be kept in 
Wales.—— To every one of which Articles, a Com- 
mittee of certain Biſhops and Lords were, ſeverally, 


appointed. 
The Day after, the Commons preſented Sir Jahn 


Venlict to the King, as their Speaker; who, with the - on 


uſual Ceremony, was allowed, The ſame Day a long Speaker. 


Conveyance, or Charter, made by the King, whereby 
he acquitteth Richard Duke of York, Richard Earl of 
Warwick, and Richard Earl of Saliſbury, of any diſ- 
loyal Practices, and taketh them to be his good and 
faithful Subjects, was read and confirmed by Parlia- 
ment. In which it is remarked, that- Edmund late 
Duke of Somerſet, Thomas Thorp (5), and William 

oeph Eſqrs. by their falſe Dealings, had cauſed the 

ing to think the contrary of theſe Lords, and raiſe a 
great Power againſt the Duke and them. 

Then ſome Letters were read, wrote by the Duke 
of York, and ſent to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Chan- 
cellor of England, dated from Roy/ton, in May laſt, 
concerning his coming with an armed Force to meet 
the King, in order to redreſs the Grievances he had 
complained of : One of theſe was alſo ſigned by the 
Earls and Lords that accompanied him, and expreſſed 
their great Obeyſance and Submiſhon to his Majeſty. 
But, theſe Letters. it ſeems, were kept from the King's 
Knowledge, by the Duke of Somer/et, and others, until 
ſuch Time as the ſaid Duke of York, &c, met with 
the King at St. Albans, laſt May, in order to have ipoke 
with him; but that the Duke of Somer/et, and others, 
did reſiſt them with a great Number of armed Men, 

84 in 

(s) Thorpe was a Baron of the Exchequer 3 and Joſeph is called by 


Stowe, tor what Reaſon we know not, the King's Collateral Compariong 
' STow&z's Chron, P. 400. 


King Henry VI. 


The Duke of 
York and his 
Contcderates de- 
clarcd ianocent, 


"i p 
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in which Conflict the ſaid Duke of Samerſet was lain. 
Laſtly, it was urged, that the Duke of ort and his 
Allies, waited on his Majeſty very civilly, and made 
their humble Obeyſance to him atter the Battle. 

Upon which the Duke of I, and all his Accom- - 
plices, were acquitted of coming with him to the ſaid 
Conflict or Battle, and of any Harm done at it. This 
was confirmed by the King, and the general Conſent 
of both the Houſes, and ordered to be enrolled, Ju 
23, in the 33d Year of his Reign. All the Biſhops 
and Lords were ſworn to be true to the King, in open 
Parliament, tho' none of their Names are, as uſual, 
entered upon the Record. The ſame Order was taken 
for all other Lords that ſhould come to Parliament, to 
take the like Oaths. 29951 TEES, 

At the Requeſt of the Earls of Saliſbury, Shrewſbury, 
and Wiorcyfter, and of the Lord Stourtin,' who were 
made Guardians of the Seas, by the laſt Parliament, 
they were diſcharged from that Office. And, Jul 31, 
the Archbiſhop' of Canterbury, as Chancellor, in the 
King's Preſence prorogued the Parliament from the 
ſame Day and Place to the 12th Day of November en- 
ſuing, at Weſtminſter 3 after a general Pardon had 
been granted by the King, and confirmed by their Au- 
thority, for all 'T reaſons, Felonies, Contempts, T tel- 
pale, e. re io 1074 


9 . 


This is a pretty long Prorogation; and as to what 
was done in the Interval, Hiſtory being ſilent, we may 
conclude, that every Thing till continued in a ſeeming 
amicable Way. At the Time appointed, the two 
Houſes met again; but here, it ſeems, the King was 
abſent, for his Letters Patents were read the firſt Day, 
conſtituting Richard Duke of Lek to preſide in this 
Seſſion; which Commiſſion was read publickly, firſt 
before the Lords, and next before the Commons (t). 

| - November 


10 The Preamble to this Inſtroment is in theſe Words: 

-Hznzicvs, &c. Scidtis quod cum Nes, undecime Die Novembris u/timo 
preterito, de Aﬀſſenſu Confilii noftri, pro eo quod nos Parliamento noſtro, 
guod rono Die Julit ultimo præterito apud Palatium noſtrum Weſtmona- 
fierii tenuimus, & triceſſimo primo ſulii tunc proximo ſequente uſq; ad 
duodecimum Diem Novermbfis ultimo præteritum ad Palatium noſtrum pre 
dict um proroegavimus & adjornavinius, ob certas juſtas & rationabiles 


Ca:fas in Perſona naſtra interaſſe non paſumus ; # 
e 
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Nevember 13th, a Member of the Houſe of Com- King Henry vl. 


mons, whom the Abridger of the Records calls, only, 
by the ſingle Name of Burley, with others, were ap- 
pointed a Committee from that Body, to go to the 
Lords, and require that the Duke of Vert, and the 
Lords, might move the King to appoint an able Pro- 
tector and Defender of the Realm, ince be would not 
himſelf, attend the publick Service, and that the Com- 
mons might be made acquainted with his Perſon and 
Character. 

The next Day the ſaid Burley, and others of the 
Commons, came again before the Lords and renewed 
their Suit about the Protectorſhip; as they did the 
Day after. Upon this, the Lords held a Conſultation 
on the Affair, when it was reſolved, that the Duke of 
irt was the moſt worthy for the Office; and there- 
ſore a Requeſt was made to the ſaid Duke by the whole 
Houſe, that he would take upon him the ſaid Protec- 
torſhip, according to the Precedents uſed before on the 
like Occaſion ; the Duke excuſed himſelf from accept- 
ing the Office, but defired Reſpite to conſider of it. 

This Conſideration took up but a very little Time; 
for, the next Day, Burley and the reſt coming, as be- 
fore, to the Lords, again repeated their Defire. To 
which the Lord Chancellor anſwered, that the King, 
with the Aﬀent of the Lords, had requeſted the Duke 
of York to be Protector and Defender of the Realm. 


The Duke accepted of it, and made the fame Proteſta- The Duke a8 fin 
ton and Demand, as he did in the laſt Parliament, and appointed gro 
had the ſame Anſwer. And, after the ſaid Duke had **** 


had ſome Conference with a Committee of the Peers, 
appointed for that Purpoſe, it was agreed, that he 
ſhould have, yearly, towards his Charges four thouſand 
Marks. Only, he deſired that it might be recorded, he 
louzht not this Honour himſelf, but had it laid upon 
him by them (u). 1. 

t 


De Circum , PX . . . _ . . 2 
2 12 & Induſtria cariſimi Conſanguinei noſtri Ricard 
Dated Now. 12, Anno Regni 34. Fed. Ang. Tom. XI. P. 370. 
10 The Preatable to this Commiſſion is ſtill more remarkable than 

e former. 


Rex, &c, Cum Communitaz Regni noftri Anglia in pr eſenti Parla- 
| menta 


King Henry VI. But this great Power, we ſuppoſe, was thought too 


 - FENSOR EM Regni noftri prediftt conflituere & ordinare, cujus Sapientia 
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dangerous, to remain long in the Duke's Poſſeſſion ; for 
a ſmall Time after, before this Parliament broke up, 
the King came in Perſon to the Houſe ; and, as well 
by his Letters Patents, in the Nature of a Writ directed 
to Richard Duke of York, as by the whole Conſent of 
the ſaid Parliament, revoked and repealed the Power 
of Protector and Defender, and chief Counſellor, be- 
fore committed to the faid Duke (x). And, at the 
ſame time the King committed the whole Eſtate, Af. 
fairs, and Governance of the Realm, to the Lords 
of his Council. Only, for Matters concerning his 
Perſon, they were not to proceed without making him 
privy to it. | oF 

In this Parliament, the King, by ſeveral Letten 
Patents, confirmed to his ene Son, Edward Prince 
of Wales, and his Heirs, Kings of England, his Cres. 
tion of the Principality and Eatlidom of Chefter, with al 
the particular Dominions and Hereditaments belonging 
to the ſaid Honours. And, as it is recited, becauſe the 
ſaid Prince, the King's firſt-born Son, on the Day of hi 
Birth is, and ought to be Duke of Corrwal, the King de- 
livered up the fame to him, and all other Hereditaments 

| 2 Ty | belonging 
mento exiftens nabi r bunalli caverit & inflanter per- 
9 —— Ekel, Ie, Mites & — — 
indies diwer ſis cjuſdem Regni Partibus attemptantur & committuntur, & d 
benum publicum Tuitionemgne ejuſdem Regni ac Pacis neſtræ, nec non Trar- 


uilitatis Subditorum noftrorum Conſervationem, inclinare & conſentire vr. 
os Per ſonam aliquam potentem & idoneum PROTON & Dr 


— «% — —_— 


& Induftria, Potemia & Fuvamine, Regni Negotia melius, tutius & fe- 
licius dirigi & expedire valeant ; | 

Nos, Petitionem Communitatis prædictæ contemplantes, Infirmitatequ!, 
qua altiſſuno Salvatori noſtro Perſonam noſtram viſitare placuit, Impe- 
dimentum preftante quo minus ad actualem Executionem Protection 
& Defenſionis Regni noftri prædicti & Eccleſia Anglicane intendere pol 
ſunus, & & plurimis , vexaremur Negotiis, celerique Sanitati recuperandz 
Obſtaculum toret, confilerata. | | 

De Circumſpectione & Induſtria cariſſimi Conſanguinei noftri Ricud, 
Ducis Eborum, &c. 

A Clauſe is added, that this Grant ſhall be void, as ſoon as Ede 
his Son ſhall arrive at Years of Diſcretion, Dated at Weſtminſter, Nw 
19. By Authority of Parliament. 
, | ; Fad. Ang. Tom. XI. Pag. 369, 37% 


(x) This Inftrument is dated Feb. 25. Under it, 
Per ipſum Regem & Conſilium in Parliaments, Ibid. P. 373+ 
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* belonging to that Dukedom. Alſo, it was ordained, King Henry VI. 
up that the ſaid Prince ſhall be at Diet, and live in the 
vell King's Court unto the Age of fourteen Years ; for the 


ted which Diet, the King ſhall yearly take all the Reve- 
t of nues and Profits of the ſaid Principality, Earldom, and 
Dutchy of the ſaid Prince, until the ſaid Prince come 
be. io the Age of fourteen Years. Allowing yearly, to- 
the vards his Wardrobe and Servants Wages 10,000/. unto 
Af. the Age of eight Years; and from that to fourteen 
orss Tears 20,000 Marks yearly, with ſeveral other Provi- 
his Wfions there expreſſed, which were all confirmed by Par- 
hi lament (Y). 

At the Requeſt of the Mayor and Company of the 
Staple at Calais, Sir John Cheyney Knt. Victualler of 
that Town, who by the Appointment of the Council 
had delivered to the ſaid Mayor and Company certain 
of their Obligations, to the Sum of 2000 Marks, which 
they lent the ſaid Sir Fobz, by Conſent of Parliament, 
was acquitted of the lame. 

The King for 20, ooo l. borrowed of the Merchants 
of the Staple, by the Aſſent of Parliament, granted to 
them the Repayment of the ſame, out of the Cuſtoms 
and Paſſage-Dues in the Ports of Sandwich and South- 
hampton. 

A particular Allotment of 39344. 195. 444. out 
of divers of the King's Revenues, Cuſtoms and Fee- 
Farms, is allowed, yearly, towards the Charges of the 
King's Houſhold, 

Babes A general Act of Reſumption of all Lands, Offices, 
& it- and Fees, c. from the firſt Day of this King's Reign, 

„Vas paſſed, with ſeveral Proviſions made therein, 

— And, after all this Buſineſs was tranſacted, Thomas 
tions BY Archbiſhop of Canterbury and Chancellor of England, 
© ro by the Appointment of the Duke of Vorꝭ, the King's 
Commiſſioner, in the Preſence of the Lords and Com- 
cad, WF mons, prorogued the Parliament from that Day, 4 

| cember 


* (y) Notwithſtanding theſe Royal Donations, Hiſtorians ſtick not to 
476 ſay, that he was not ſv much as the Queen's Son, but changed in the 
Cradle, FaBn'An's Chron, Anno 1453. 
HoLtINGSHEAD writes, that it was the Opinion of the common 
P eople, perchance yntruly, ſays he, that the King was not able to get 
o Child, Chron, P, 641, 
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King Henry VT, cember 14, to the 14th of January next enſuing, at 


Reſolutions 


- 


Weſftminſltr. _ Le 

But tho' we hear no more of a Meeting of this 
Patliament, yet it is neceſſary to learn what Hiſtorians 
have collected relating to the Proceedings of it, that 
the Reader, by comparing them with the foregoing Ac- 
count, from the Records, may better come at the 
Soutce of the Miſchiefs, which ſoon after involved all 
England in Blood and Ruin. : 

It is ſaid that this Parliament met on the Day appoint- 
ed, July, ↄth, in order, indeed, to ſettle. Things ac- 
cording to the Will of the conquering Lords, but under 
a Pretence of doing all for the public Good (2). Some 
few AQs were made, more for the Colour of Juſtice 
than the common Safety. One was, That Servants 
of Perſons lately deceaſed, who have embezzled their 
< Maſter's Goods before the Executors can enter upon 
them, if they are found (guilty, | ſhall be attainted of 
© Felony. That whereas the ers of the Exchequer 
< were guilty of great Extortion in exaCting Fees of the 
© People, it was ſtinted what Fees ſhould be taken by 
« them in the feveral Cauſes, there tried and adjudged. 
That there ſhould be but fix common Attorneys in 
the County of , Norfolk, fix in Suffolk, and two in 
© Nerwich ; becauſe it was found by Experience that the 
Multitude of Attorneys in thoſe Counties ſtirred up 
and procured many Suits at Law, far ſmall Trepaſſcs, 
litile Offences and ſmall Debts (a).“ Theſe Acts were 
paſſed. and publiſhed, to let People ſee what a Reforma- 
tion they might expect, if the popular Lords had the 
Rule. But, (adds our Authority) they ſerved but, 
as a cufious Prologue to what followed, and was chiefly, 
intended, 9212, the following Votes and Reſolutions z 
Firſt, That the Government, as it was managed 


G.. e the Queen, Duke of $:mer/zr, and -their Friends 


had been of late a great Injuſtice and Oppreſſion 10 

© the People. 
That the King, who Was himſelf a pious and good 
u PR 7 © Plincs 


* 


(2) Sam. Daniel by Kenner P. 412. 


I] Ser Statures ar lange, Ane 33. Hergy VI. Chap. 1, 3, 7. 
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« Prince, had been abuſed by thoſe who counſelled and King Henry vl. 


« adviſed him, io his great Djſhonour. 22 

'« That the Duke of Glatefter , whoſe Memoty had 
© been ſtaihed with a Charge of Treaſon and Rebellion 
« 'fince his Death, was a true and faithful Subject both 
© to the King and Ready r 

That alſ manner of Alienations and Gifts of the 
« Revenives and Lands of the Crown, whether made by 
« the King bimiſelf, or Parliament, from the firſt Year of 
© his Reign, ſhould be reyoked, and the ſaid Lands 
« and Reyenues reſumed and taken into the King's 
© Hands (6). +> ov ISL man n 

« That no Perſon, or Perſons, ſhould judge or report 
that the Duke of York, with the Earls of Salichury 
and JYarwich, were guilty of Rebellion or Treaſon, 
© in coming againſt the King in a warlike Manner 
© to St. Albans, fince the Action was neceſfary; and 
© taken in Hand to free the King from Captivity, and 
© bring Peace and Safety to the Nation; but all the 
© Blame was to be laid on the Diike of Smerſet, Lord 
© Chief. Baron Thorpe and William Foſeph, Eſq; who out 
© of a malicious and evil 1 85 kept a Letter ſent by 
© the Lords from the King's Knowledge; which, if it 
© had been delivered to the King's Majeſty, would have 
© taken away the Cauſe of theſe Diſorders (c). 

By theſe Votes and Acts, (adds our Authority) they 
made Way for the Reſolution, which was the main 
Drift of all; by which it was appointed, that the Duke 
of ork, ſhould be Protector of the Realm, and the Earl 
of $a/jbury Lord Chancellor, and the Earl of Warwick 
Governor of Calais and the Territories thereunto be- 
lonzing. So that all Authority, Civil and Military, 

Was 


(b) Holling ſbead, P. 644. Rapin P. 580. 

(c) The Purport of the Letter — this? That as faithful and humble 
Subjects, they required only that it would pleaſe the King, whoſe Honour, 
Health, Surety and Preſervation, they chiefly wiſhed, not to give Credit to 
their Adverfaries malicious Suggeſtions, till their coming tohis Preſence 3 
unto which they humbly beſought him, that they might be admitted as 
bis faithful Liege People, to ſhew the Intent and Purpoſe of their com- 
ing; which was to no other End than to declare their Felity and Al- 
legiance towards his moſt Royal Ferſon; intending to put themlelves with 
much Diligence and Labour, to procure him as much Honour, Health, 
and Safeguard as any Subject living. | 

"A | Hatr*s Chron. P. 644+ 


* 
- 
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Kirg Henry VI. was in a manner, put into the Hand, of the Confede. 


rate Lords, who made a kind of a Triumvirate, and 
Henry had only his Title of King, without any other 
Power. Under this Eſtabliſhment, the Lords were 
N to adminiſter Juſtice impartially; to avi 
Delays of Suits, and to puniſh Bribery; in order t 
ingratiate themſelves with the People. | 

An Hiſtorian remarks, that they had no mind to de. 
15 the King, left, they ſhould, ſuddenly, provoke 
the Fury of the common People againſt them; among 
which ſimple Sort, adds he, for his Holineſs of Lite, 
and abundant Clemency, he was much favoured an 
eſteemed (d). | - 

Thus far our Hiſtorians; whoſe Account, if com: 
pared with the Records, is ſomewhat contradiCtory, 
tho the main Syſtem of this Demi-Revolution, ſeem: 
to be ſet in a true Light. But, this exalted Power, f 
ſnatched as it was, continued on its Baſis, but for: 
ſmall Time, for the _ ſoon found Means to over 
turn it. Notwithſtanding the Loſs of the Duke d 
3 and others, in the Battle at St. Aibans, he 
had then ſeveral very eminent Lords in her Intereſ; 
and, being a Lady of a maſculine Spirit, ſhe was nat 
afraid to undertake any Thing to keep up the Dignity of 
her Hufband's Crown. It is probable, that ſhe cauſed the 
King to revoke the Grant of the Protectoi ſhip to the 
Duke of York, in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, befor: 
it was prorogued ; as it is particularly mentioned in 
the Records, tho' all our Hiſtorians are ſilent about 
that, and, only ſay, that the Duke and the Earl d 
Salisbury were diſplaced from their great Offices, by 
an expreſs Order, under the Great Seal, ſome Time 
after the Parliament broke up (e). 

It is not in the Compals of theſe Enquiries to trace the 
Beginning, or Progreſs, of theſe inteſtine Trouble 
any further than the Parliament of England was con- 
cerned in them; ſome neceſſary Connections being al 
lowed. The Queen and her Party being again reſtor- 
ed to the Government, kept their Ground for ſome 

Time; 


(4) HalPs Clren. Fol. CLXIX. 
(e) It was done by Att of general Courcil, called for that purpal 
to Greenwich, ; Helingſbead. P. 64% 
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Time; tho' the diſcontented Lords watched all Op- King Henry VI. 


portunities to diſlodge them. Some 'T umults and 
Skirmiſhes happened betwixt the two Parties, and 
another general Battle was dreaded; to prevent 
which, the pious King and his Biſhops interfered, and 
Terms of Accommodation were offered to reconcile 


them. A grand Meeting of the Heads of both Parties an A 
appeared at London, with numerous Retinues of armed between the 
Followers (/); and there, Sword-in- Hand, as it were, a . 


ſeeming Reconcilation was effected, the Terms of rate Lords. 


which are contained in eight Articles. Which Award, 
or Agreement, was ſealed with the Great Seal, in the 
King's Palace at Weftminſter, March 24, 1458. and 
the thirty fixth of his Reign(g). 

And, on the Day of Publication, a ſolemn Proceſſion 
was made to St. Pauls Church; the King in his Royal 
Robes, and the Duke of Nor+ leading the Queen, before 
whom marched the Duke of Samerſet, and the Earl of 
Salisbury, the Duke of Exeter, and the Earl of Var- 
wick, with the reſt of the Lords, thus coupled, at- 
tending (Y). | 

Affairs continued in a peaceable Manner, after this, 
but a very ſhort Time; for the ſame Year, a Fray 
happening near the King's Palace at Wefminſter, be- 
tween a Servant of the King's and ſome of the Earl of 
Warwick's, the Quarrel run ſo high, that, many join- 
ing on each Side, the Earl himſelf had like to have been 
ſlain, who came to appeaſe it. The Earl taking this 
as a Deſign of the Queen's, to murder him, and tearing 
worſe might happen, he haſtned down to York, where 
meeting the Duke and his Father, they ſoon concerted 
Meaſures together to begin a new Commotion. 


The Civil War was, again, entered into with great But the Quartel 
Briſkneſs on both Sides; but Fortune did not favour ſoon renew d. 


the Duke of Yor# and his Party in this ſecond Attempt ; 
for when the two Armies were come ſo near that a Bat- 


tle 

(f) Fabian has left us an Account how and where, the Lords of both 
Parties were lodged in the City and Suburbs. That ſome had 609 armed 
Men, ſome goo, and none leſs than 400, in their Retinues. So that the 
Mayor was obliged to keep a ſtrong and diligent Watch, Night and Day, 
to prevent Tumults. | Chron. Anno 1458. 

(g) See the Form cf this Award in Hellingſhrad, P. 647. and the other 
Enghjb Chronicles, Sub hoc Anno. 

(b) Hellingſhead, P, 648. 
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King Henry V1, tle was expected, the King's Proclamation of a gene- 


Themas Tre- 
ſham, Eſq; cho- 
2 


OS 


The Duke of 
York, See. at + 
tainted. - 


ral Pardon, for paſt Offences, cauſed moſt of the Duke's 
Followers to throw down their Arms, and accept 
it ; and their Leaders were forced to fly into different 
Cauntries for Protection. 2 
Henry having thus got a Victory, without Blood- 


- ſhed, | came to Coventry ; where he had ſummoned 2 


Parliament to meet on the 20th of November by Writs 
dated at Leominſter, or Lempſter, the qth of Q#tober 
foregoing. It appears by the Liſt of the Lords, called to 
this Parliament, that it was wholly made up of thoſe who 
were ſtaunch Friends to the Houſe of Lancaſter ; tho 
the Archbiſhops, Biſhaps, Sc. were ſummoned x 
uſual (i). 1 5 


On tbe Day of their Meeting, the King Gttiog i 


his Chair of State, in the Chapier- Hoy/e, belonging to 


the Priory of our Lady at Coventry, the Lords and 


Commons being, alſo, preſent, William (4), Biſhop 
of Wincheſter, then Chancellor of England, made: 
notable Declaration, (ſays our Authority) why this 
Parliament was called. But gives us no more of it, than 
that he willed the Commons to chooſe their Speaker, 
and preſent him the next Day to the King. Accord- 
ingly, the Commons preſented Thomas Treſbam, Eſq; 
whoſe Excuſe being rejected, with the common Pro- 
teſtation, he was allowed. | | 

The firſt Thing this Parliament went upon, was to 
bring in, and paſs a Bill of Attainder againſt Richard 
Duke of /A, and others, his Accomplices, The In- 
ſtrument is very long, and contains, amongſt other 
Matters, the following Charges. 

Firſt, * ACommemoratiaon of the King's great Care in 
bringing the ſaid Duke up from a Child; and the many 
< Kindnefles and Honours, he had beſtowed upon him. 
Next, the Confederation of the ſaid Duke with Fact 
* Cade, to get himſelf advanced to the Crown. The 
s Duke's coming out of Ireland with Forces, even, in- 
to the King's Court and Preſence. His Practices to 


© be Protector. His Intent to have raiſed an Army 
againſt 


(i) Ducnar.n*; Summons to Parliament, Anno 38. Henry VI. Fabia 
calls this Meetina a Parliament or a great Council. Chron, 1459, 60. 
( William Ii ayngiete. Ls Neve's Tai Ecce Ang. 
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© againſt the King at Dartf1rd in Rent. The Duke's King Henry VI, 


* Submiſſion and Oath to the King in Paul's, after 


© the ſame. The Duke's Oath at large. His Con- The Articles a- 
© federacy with the Earls of 4 arwick and Salisbury. gainſt him, 


A Rehearſal of the King's ſundry Favours and 
«© Benefts conferred on the ſaid two Earls. The 
King's Pardon granted to the ſaid Duke and Earls, 
and their Promiſes of due Obedience, with a Renu- 
* meration of divers Benefits beſtowed upon them 
© after. The Ambition of the ſaid Duke and Earls; 
their new Oaths and Promiſes made to the King; 
© their Policy in not coming to the Council ; and 
© their Readineſs in getting together from a great 
© Diſtance. The Expedition of the Earl of Sal 
* bury,with Thomas and Fohn Nevile, Knights, Sons 
© tothe ſaid Earl ; Thomas Parkin, William Stanley, 
* Eſqrs. Sons to Thomas Lord Stanley ; and Thomas 
Oringe of Tongue in the County of York, with 500 
Men and Banners diſplayed at Bloreheath, on the 
* Feaſt of St. Matthew, AnnoRegni 37. Fames Lord 
* Audley ſlain at the Battle of Bloreheath, in Staf- 
* ford/hire (1), by the ſaid Earl; and 7obn Lord 
Dudley, with ſeveral others taken Priſoners. The 
King's purſuing them for the Space of 30 Days 
* and Nights ; the King's Pardon offered to them, 
© and their Refuſal, The Aſſembly of the ſaid Duke 
© with Edward Earl of March, Richard Earl of 
* Warwick, Richard Earl of Salisbury, Edmund 
Earl of Rutland, Jahn Lord Clinton, John Men- 
* luk, James Pickering, Fobn Coniers and Themas 
Parr, Knights; John Bourchier and Edward 
* Bourchier Eſquires, Nephews to the ſaid Duke; 
* Thomas Colt of London Gentleman, John Clay of 
* Cheſhunt in Hertfordſhire, Roger Egerton of 
© Shrewsbury, and Kobert Bold, Brother to Sir Henry 
* Bold, Eſquires; who, with many others, pitched 
© their Field near Ludiow in the County of Here- 
* ford, on Friday, the Vigil of the Tranflation of 
© St. Edward, Anno Regni 38. That the Duke 
* made a Pretence to the Army that the King was 

Vol. II. 'T dead, 


(1) Near Drayton, Sept. 23, 1460. 
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© dead, for whoſe Soul Maſs was ſaid publickly in 
© the ſaid Duke's Camp. The King's Expectation 


of the Duke, and the Duke's ranging his Army in 


*% 


«© Battle Array, fortifying the Ground with Carts, 
placing Guns between them; an Ambuſh laid, 
© and his Intention to have ſuddenly ſurpriſed the 
King's Forces. Fhe Departure of the faid Duke 
and Earls out of the Field, about Midnight, under 
Colour to repoſe themſelves at Lud/aw ; and their 
Flight into Wales, becauſe that their Army faint- 
ed and ſubmitted themſelves to the King, who 
granted them Pardon.” - 

W herefore, for theſe and many other Cauſes, 
the ſaid Duke, Earls, and others, were attainted of 
Treaſon by Parliament, and voted Traitors to the 
King and Kingdom; Alice the Wiſe of Richard Ear! 
of Sal;/bury (m), Sir William Oldhall, Knt. and 
Thomas Vaughan, of. London, Eſq; were, at the 
ſame time attainted as 'I raitors, for procuring and 
aiding the T reaſons aforeſaid. And all and ſingu- 
lar Hereditaments, &c. of the ſaid Duke, and o- 
thers, attainted, in Fee or Fee- Tail, were adjudped 
to be forfeited to the Crown ; and their Heirs 
diſinherited to the Ninth Generation (a). 

Richard Gray Lord Potis, Sir Henry Radford 
Knt. and Walter Devereux Eſq; were pardoned 
their Lives, for being in the Field with the Duke 
at Ludlow ; but their Hereditaments, and other 
Profits, were forfeited as before. 

It was enacted, * That all Letters Patents and 
* Grants of any Office to any Perſon that was a- 
* gainſt the King in the Fields of St. Albans, 
© Blireheath, and Ludlow, ſhall be void; and that 
all Grants made by Richard Duke of York, or 
* by the Earls of Salisbury and Warwick to any 
* Perſons, being in thoſe Fields againſt the King, 
* be alſo, void. But that all Grants made by the 
* King to Perſons with him in the ſaid Fields, may 
* ſtand good; ſome Proviſo's excepted,” 

At 


(m) He was Earl of Salſibury in Right of his Wife, who was 
Daughter and Heir to Thomas de Montacute, the laſt Earl of that 
Name. DuGDaL e's Baronage, Part I. Pag. 302. 

(n) HoLLINGSHEAD, p. 652. Danizy in KanNgT. p. 420. 
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At the Requeſt of the Houſe of Commons, 
Walter Hepton, Roger Keniftone, Hul Stafford, 
William Haſtings Son to Sir Leonard Haſtings, 
Knt. and William Bnwes, Eſquires, for being in 
the Field againſt the King at Lud/ow, paid their 
Fines, and were pardoned. At the ſame time the 
Commons accuſed the Lord Stanley, in ſundry Par- 
ticulars, of being in Confederacy with the Duke 
of Vort; and pray'd, that he may be committed to 


"Priſon. Anfwer, The King will be adviſed. 


After which a very ſolemn Oath was framed, 
which all the Biſhops and Lords, there named, 
did take, ſubſcribe and ſeal, on the 1ith Day of 
December in full Parliament. 

The more private Tranſactions of this Parlia- 
ment, on the Record, are theſe ; 

The King, by the Authority aforeſaid, gave to 
the Queen the Manor of Corſbam, with the Appur- 
tenances in Wilts, and 20 J. yearly, out of the 
Aulnage of Cloth in London, in Exchange for the 
Manor of Havering - Bower in Eſſex. 

All ſuch Manors and other Hereditaments of the 
Dutchy of Lancaſter, as are compriſed in an Article 
made 23 Henry VI. which with other Heredita- 
ments of the ſaid Dutchy, were granted to Tho- 
mas Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and to ſeveral o- 
ther Feoffees in Truſt, for the Performance of the 
King's laſt Will, were commanded to paſs under 
the Great Seal, and were confirmed by Parlia- 
ment. 

Edward Prince of Wales, by his Petition, re- 
citeth the Erection, Donation and Annexing of 
the Dutchy of Cornwal, with all the Hereditaments 
and Liberties belonging to the ſame, granted by 
Parliament ; and ſeveral other Patents granted the 
I:th of Edward III. were alſo recited at large; 
whereupon the ſaid Prince required, that he may 
enjoy the ſame accordingly ; and, amongſt other 
Things, that all ſuch Tenants, as hold of the faid 
Dutchy, in chief, may therefore ſue Livery out of 
the ſaid Duke's Hand, although they hold other- 

But ways 


; 


A ſolemn Oath 
taken do Henry. 
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King Henry VI: ways of the King in Chief; and that he may free- 


ly enjoy the ſaid Dutchy, with all the Revenues 
and Liberties of the ſame, as it ought to be, not- 
withſtanding a Statute, made Anno 33 Henry VI. 


all which were granted, by common Conſent, 


with certain Proviſo's and Exceptions. 

The King's Letters Patents were confirmed, by 
this Parliament, to the Provoſt and Scholars of the 
College of Eaton, and as well all and fingular 
his Grants, as all other Men's Grants made to 
the ſaid Provoſt and Scholars. The ſame Confir- 
mation was made to the Provoſt and Scholars of 
King's-College, Cambridge; with a Proviſion for 
a College called Pembrote- Hall, in that Univerſity. 
Likewiſe the Royal Foundation and Donation of 
the Priory of Syon, erected by King Henry V. was 
confirmed by the whole Aſſent of Parliament. 

The Commons exhibited a Complaint againſt 
twenty-five Knights and Eſquires, by Name, of 
ſeveral Counties, for their manifold Robberies, 
Rapes, and Executions ; againſt which ſtrict Or- 
ders were taken to cauſe them to anſwer for the 
fame. 

It was enifted, That all Letters Patents made 
to any Perſon or Perſons, of the Offices of She- 
* riffs or Eſcheators for Life, within the Counties 
© of Cheſter and Flint, be utterly void; except 
© certain Perſons there named.” 


-d Range ARt in Laſtly, and what is very remarkable, An Act 
. paſſed, that all ſuch Knights of any County. 


rogative. 


as were returned to this Parliament by vertue of 
the King's Letters, without any other Election, 
© ſhould be valid; and that no Sheriff, for return- 
ing them, ſhall incur the Penalty of the Statute 
© made Anno 23 Henry VI.“ 

Aſter all which, on the 25th Day of December, 
ſays The Abridgement, the Chancellor, in the Pre- 
ſence of the King and the three Eſtaics, and by 
his Majeſty's Command, after giving Thanks to 


the whole Bedy, diſſolved this Parliament. 


T hele 
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Theſe were the Tranſactions of this extraordi- King Henry VI. 


nary Parliament, extracted from the Records; of 
which our Hiſtorians are, almoſt, altogether ſilent; 
nor is there any Mention of it in the Statutes at 
large, except, that we find an ACt was made, in the 
next, fo repeal and aboliſh all the Proceedings of 
this Parliament at Crventry. It is very remarkable, 
however, what ones cotemporary Hiſtorian hath' 
left us concerning King Henry's Conduct on the 
Bill of Attainder ; he writes, That when the 
Clerk of Parliament had read the Statute to the 
Lords, the King's Modeſty and Love for Mercy 
was ſo great, that he cauſed a Proviſo to be in- 
© ſerted and added to the Bill, That it might be 
« lawful to him, at all Times, fully, without Au- 
* thority of any other Parliament, to pardon the ſaid 
© Noblemen, and reſtore them again to their former 
* Eflates, Degrees, and Dignities ; if, with a Spirit 
_ Lt they came to beſeech his Grace and 
© Fatour (o).“ 


But, not long after their Riſing, Affairs had a A fecond Battle. 


new Turn; and the Partizans of the Houſe of 
Vert overthrew all the Meaſures that had been 
taken againſt them. A Battle was fought near 
Northampton, with great Obſlinacy on both Sides 
till at length the Victory fell to the young Earl 
of March, eldeſt Son to the Duke of York, who, 
in his Father's Abſence in Ireland, was General 
in Chief, Ten Thouſand of the King's Forces 
were ſlain ; amongit whom were theſe Men of 
Note, Humphrey Duke of Buckingham, John Tal- 
bet Earl of Shrewsbury, Thomas: Lord Egremont, 
Jam Viſcount Beaumnt and Sir Milllam Lacy. 


The King himfelf was, again, taken Priſoner in The King agoin 
his Tent ; whilſt the Queen, with the young Prince taken Per. 


Edward her Son, and the Duke of Samerſet, fled 
25 far as the Biſhoprick of Durham, before they 
thought themſelves ſafe from the Purſuers. This 

Battle was fought 49 6, 1461. 
The victorious Lords having the King once 
RY more 


{+) J. WHETHANSTEAD, Abbot of St. Ans. 
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King Henry vi. more in their Power, and ruling all Things, almoſt 
at their own Pleaſure, proceeded vigorouſly in 

the Execution of their Defigns. To that End, 

they ſummoned a Parliament to meet at Veſi- 

minſter, on the 7th of October; the Writs bearing 

Date at the ſame Place, Zuly the 3oth, Anno R-gni 


5 There is a Miſtake of a Year in the Date of 
Dugdale's Summons to this Parliament, in which 
the Abridgment of the Records is right. But then, 
the former has given the Names of all the Spiri- 
tual and Temporal Lords, Sc, which are wholly 
omitted in the other; in which we remark, that 
the Summons was general ; for all the Peers, 
which were left alive, of both Parties, were called 
to it, without any Exception. And there is no- 
thing in the Body of the Writ which is contrary 
to the uſual Form ; the firſt of thoſe to the Lay- 
Lords, was directed to Richard Duke of York in 
the ſame Stile as before (p). 

In the Preſence of the King, fitting in his 
Chair of State, in the Painted Chamber, within 
At Weſtminſter. the Palace at We/tmin/ter, and of the Lords and 

Commons, George Biſhop of Exeter (g), then 

Chancellor of England, made a notable Declara- 

tion, taking for his Theme, Congregate Populum, 

& Santtificate ＋ 2 Joel 2. At the Conclu- 

ſion of which, the Commons were defired to 

chuſe their Speaker, and preſent him to the King. 

The next Day the Commons made a Declaration 

to the Chancellor, that they had made choice of 

a Speaker; and, on the fourth Day of this Seſſion, 
they preſented John Green, Eſq; whoſe Excuſe 
choſen Speaker, * refuſed, he was admitted as uſual. 


Anno Regni, 39+ 
1401. 


was to paſs an Act to repeal the laſt, held at 
Coventry, November 20ih, Arno 38 Henry VI. and 
| that 


(p) Rex chariſſimo Conſanguinee ſuo Ricardo Duci Ebor, Cc. 
DvuGvar xs Summons, Anno Regni 38. 
(g) George Nevile, Son to the Earl of Salizhzry, and Brother 
to the famous Earl of Warwick, afterwards tranſlated to York, 
Le Neve, Sc. 
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that all Acts, Statutes, and Ordinances, made by King Henry VI. 


the Authority of the ſaid Parliament, ſhall be re- 
verſed. For which this Reaſon is aſſigned, Becau/e 


Knights and Burgeſſes not Dueßy choſen (r). 

The Reader may obſerve, by a Paragraph in the 
Account of the laſt Parliament, that the King was 
obliged to get the SanCtion of the Houſes to gloſs 
over an undue Practice, in the Return of Knights 
of the Shires for that Parliament. It is probable 
that Henry's Credit was then at ſo low an Ebb, 
that he durſt not truſt the Country, on ſuch an 
important Occaſion ; and therefore, ſummoned 
the Knights by Letters, expreſsly, from himſelf. 
This unwarrantable Proceeding muſt be the firſt, 
that the Duke of York and his Party would take 
hold of, to caſſate and annul that terrible Bill of 
Attainder which was carried againſt them in that 
Parliament. And, ſo effectually they did it, that 
the Acts and Statutes of the Parliament at Coven- 
try, have no Place nor Mention in our Statute- 
Books, except in the Repeal as is ſaid before (5): 

And now we begin with the firſt Time that 
Richard Duke of York made his publick Claim to 
the Crown of England, in the Face of an Engli/6 


Parliament. It has been many times hinted at 74, Doke of 
before, in the Progreſs of theſe Enquiries, that his York's Claim to 
the Crown ; ac- 


: ' \ at 
ng the many ſpecious Pretences of raifing Ar- — the 


ſole Aim was to gain the Diadem ; notwithſtand- 


mies to reform Grievances, in order to hide his 
real Deſign. As this is a Criterion of Time, very 
remarkable in Engl Hiſtory, and the Duke of 
Torts Claim made valid, or diſputed, by Writers 
of different Sentiments; we ſhall firſt give what 


Sir Robert Cotton hath extracted from the Records; 
1 and 


(r) Sce Statutes at Large, Anno 39 —. VI. Cap. 14. 

(s) In the Public Achs is a Mandamus tent to the Sheriffs, 
Fc. thro' England, commanding them to make Proclamation in 
their ſeveral Diviſions, that the Acts, &c. done at Coventry are 
null and veid. Dated at Canterbury, Auguſt 8, 1460, Auftoritate 
PABLIAMENTI, Fed, Ang. Tom. XI. P. 460. 


8 the late Parlia- 
that Parliament was unlawſully ſummoned, and the ment at Coventry 
repeal'd, 
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King Henry VI. and next, what our beſt Hiſtorians have left us 


about ir. 

On the 16th Day of O#ober, the Council for 
the Duke of York exhibited a W riting to the Lords, 
in full Parliament, containing the Right and 
Claim of the ſaid Duke to the Crown of Eng- 
land, and Lordſhip of Ireland. The Lords, upon 
ſome Conſultation amongſt themſelves, agreed that 
it ſhould be read, but not to be anſwered without 
the King. | 

The Duke, in his Claim, derived his Pedigree 
from King Henry the Third to King Edward the 
Third, and proved himſelf deſcended in a right 
Line from Lionel Duke of Clarence, third Son to 
King Edward the Third, by which he avouched 
himſelf the undoubted Heir to the Crown before 
any of the Line of Jobn of Gaunt, who was, only, 
the fourth Son to the ſaid King Edward. - 

The Lords, after a long Conſultation thought 
proper to lay this Claim and Title before the King, 
who deſired them to call the Judges, King's Ser- 
jeants, and the Attorney-General, io anſwer the 
ſame. But they, well confidering the Danger 
in meddling with this high Affair, utterly re- 
ſuſed to be concerned it. Upon which an Order 
was made, that every Peer might freely and in- 

differently ſpeak his Mind, without Fear and Im- 
peachment. And, in the End, the following Ob- 
jections were made to the Duke's Claim. 


Clieftions to his I. The Oaths of all the Lords taken to the 


* King in being, and, particularly the Oath of 
© the Duke himſelf,” 
II. The ſeveral Acts of Parliament made a- 
© gainſt the Title of the ſaid Duke.” 
III. © Several Acts of Entail made of the Crown 
© of England.” 
IV. © That the Duke, by pretending to draw 
* his Title from Lionel Duke of Clarence, ſhould 
rather bear his Arms, than thoſe of Edmund 
Langley Duke of Je, K.“ 


Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, That at the Time Henry IV. took King Tlenry vi. 


upon him the Crown of England, he had the 
« ſame, not as Conqueror, but as right Heir to 
« King Henry the Third.“ 

The Anſwer which Richard Plantagenet, com- 
monly called Duke of York, gave to the ObjeCtions 


aforeſaid, was as follows: 
Firſt, * That no Oath, being the Law of Man, The Duke's An- 
© ought to be performed or kept, when the ſame 


© tendeth to the Suppreſſion of Truth and Right, 
* which is againſt the Law of God.” 

To the ſecond and third, he knoweth no o- 
© ther Acts of Parliament than one, Anno I. Hen- 
, LV, touching a general Tayl by him a Wrong- 
© doer; for if he had any Right to the ſame, he 
© neither needed, nor would have made ſuch an 
* Entail.” 

* To the fourth, hejuſtly might have born the 
Arms of the Duke of Clarence, and of England; 
only he forbore the ſame for a Time, as he did 
* his Claim ro the Crown.” 

© The Fifth, being a manifeſt, and an approved 
* Untruth, was only a Cloak to ſhadow the violent 
© Uſurpation of Henry of Derby.” 

After this Anſwer of the Duke, to the Objecti- 
ons againſt his Title, was read in the Houſe, the 
Lords went upon Ways and Means to compromiſe 
Matters, and came to this Reſolution, T hat the 
King ſhould enjoy the Crown of England, during his 
Life ; and that the Duke and his Heirs ſhould ſuc- 
ſeed after him. Which Determination the Chan- 


cellor was appointed to declare tothe King. And The Parliament 
the Duke of Yor#'s Pedegree and Title being again determine him to 


; ; - fucceed to the 
repeated to him, the King confented to this Award; Crown, after 
and it was drawn up in Form following; Henry's Death, 


« Firſt, That the King ſhould, during his Life, 
© enjoy the Crown and Preheminence of the 
© Realm of England. 

© That the ſaid Duke, the Earl of March, and 
Edmund Earl of Rutland, his Sons, ſhould be 
* ſworn by no means toſhorten the Days, or impair 

the 


King Henry VI. 
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a — Sovereignty of the ſaid King, during his, 
© Life.” 

© That the ſaid Duke, ſhould be from thence- 
© forth reputed, and ſtiled, the very Heir apparent 
© to the Crown aforeſaid, and ſhall enjoy the ſame 
© after the Death, or Refignation, of the ſaid King. 

© That the ſaid Duke, ſhall have Lands and 
© Hereditaments allotted to him of the clear yearly 
© Value of 10,000 Marks; that is, 5000 for him- 
c ſelf, 3500 for the Earl of March, and 1500 
© Marks for the Earl of Rutland. 

© That the Compaſſing the Death of the ſaid 
© Duke ſhall be Treaſon. 

That all the Biſhops and Lords, in ſull Par. 
© liament, ſhall ſwear to the ſaid Duke and to his 
* Heirs, in Form aforeſaid. 

That the ſaid Duke, and his two Sons, ſhall 
© ſwear to defend the Lords on this Agreement.” 

The King, on his own free Motion, and Con- 
ſent of the Lords, agreed to all the Ordinances 
aforeſaid. And, by the Aﬀent aforeſaid, he ut- 
terly repealed the ſaid Statute of Entail, made An- 
10 1, Henry IV. fo, always as, hereafter, no better 
Title could be proved for the defeating of this Ti- 
tle and Act. 

After all this, on the Vigil of the Feaſt of A 
Saints, the Duke of York,. and the two Earls, his 
Sons, came into the Parliament, before the King 
and Lords; and there both promiſed and ſwore, to 
perform the Award aforeſa'd ; provided, the King, 
on his Part, duly performed the fame ; which the 
King, then, alſo promiſed to do. All which Pro- 
teſtation the Nuke and Earls required to be enrolled. 

Then the King, by his Letters Patents, aſſigned 
to the Duke of York ſeveral Diſtricts and other 
Hereditaments in Wales, and elſewhere, to the 
yearly Value of 10,000 Marks, as aforeſaid ;. in 
which Grant are ſome Provilo's, particularly, for 
the Dutchy of Lancaſter. All this was confirmed 
by the full Conſent of Parliament; and, an Act 
was publiſhed ' declaring the Duke of 15 to be 


* right Heir to the Crown; by which, alto, a 
Power 


| 
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© Power was given him, to ride thro' the whole King Henry VI. 


Kingdom, for ſuppreſſing of all Rebellions and 
Inſut rections; wherein Commandment is given 
© to all Sheriffs, Officers and Subjects, to obey 
© him as the King, under ſome Rettrictions.” 

An Affair or two, of leſs Conſequence, concludes 
the Buſineſs of this Seſſion in the Records, 

Whereas for ſuch Hereditaments, of the Dutchy 
of Lancaſter, which the King had put under Feoffees 
in Truſt, to the Uſe of his laſt Will, there was 
appointed one Chief Steward and Chancellor, one 
Receiver-General, an Attorney-General with Au- 
ditors, with Fees accordingly ; the King by Aſſent 
of Parliament, revokes all the ſaid O and 
Fees in the ſaid Grant, ſo as all the (aid Pre- 
miſſes in Feoffment ſhall be under the Rule and 
Government of ſuch Chancellors, and other Of- 
ficers, as were and had the ſame, before the faid 
Feoftment was made. And, it was further en- 
ated, © That all the Revenues of the Dutchy of 
Lancaſter, as well of Land and Feoffment, as o- 
therways, ſhall be received by the Receiver-Ge- 
neral of the ſaid Dutchy, for two Years, and by 
him paid over to the Treafurer of England; with 
other weighty Affairs of the Realm, wherein are 
contained ſome principal Proviſionsfor Foreigners, 
and Officers of the ſid Dutchy.“ Laſtly, * all the 
Conveyances and Feoffments, in Uſe for all the 
Hereditaments, mentioned in the 38 of Henry VI. 
were rehearſed ; and it was enacted that all and 
ſingular the Premiſſes ſha!l go only to the Perfor- 
mance of the King's Will, and not otherwiſe.” 

One only Act, made in this Parliament, is enter- 
ed at length in our Statate- Books, which is; 
* That a Woman at fourteen Years of Age, on 
© the Death of her Anceſtor, ſhall have Livery of 
© her Land,” This Act was paiſed. ſays Sir Ro- 
bert Cotton, on the Petition of 7% Nevil, Knt. 
and ſabe! his Wife, the Daughter and Heir of 
Edmond Gold/thorp, Knt. 

Thus far the Records. We ſhall next examine 
how our Hiſtorians have treated this important Al- 

ſair, 
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| vl. fair of the Succeſſion, which was the greateſt that 
9 ever came before an Exgliſ Parliament. And firſt, 
Mr. Daniel tells us, that after the victori- 
ous Lords, who had now the King in their Power, 
had cauſed him to call a Parliament, they ſent 
Meſſengers, with all ſpeed, to Feland, to inform 
The Duke's the Duke of York of their Succeſs. Ambition, /ays 
Claim, as related our Author, needs no Spurs; the Duke preſently 
by Hiſtorians. embarked himſelf and his Retinue at Dublin, land- 
ed at Cheſter, and October 10th, made his public 
Entry into London; with Trumpets ſounding, a 
naked Sword born before him, a great Train of 
armed Men accompanying him; and took up 
his Lodging in the King's own Palace, and in his 
own Apartments, the humble King contenting 
himſelf with the Queen's Lodgings. | 

The Parliament had fat three Days before the 
Duke arrived; and he having paſſed thro' the City, 
in the Manner aforeſaid, went directly to W:/t- 
minſier, into the Houſe of Peers, and placed him- 
ſelf on the King's Seat or Throne; tho” other (t) 
Hiſtorians ſay, that he did not fit down, but only 
took hold of the Cloth of State. He ſtood a 
while in that Poſture, looking upon the Lords 
ſtedfaſtly, as tho* he would read their Counten- 
ances, their Thoughts, and Reſentment of that 
Action. At that Inſtant, Thomas Bourchier, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, came from Henry in- 
to the Houſe, and after making the uſual Reve- 
rence to the Duke he aſk'd him, Mether he would 
not go and pay his Reſpetts to the Ring? The Duke, 
at this Queſtion, was obſerved to change Colour, 
and then anſwered him im a Paſſion, That he knew 
none in this Kingdom, to whom he aved that Duty or 
Flonour ; but, en the contrary, a Men ow'd it to 
=_ 3 and therefore Ming Henry ought to come to 

im. | 
The Archbiſhop, having heard this Reply, 
went back to the King to let him know it ; which 
the 


(rt) Bioxdi's Henry VI. P. 172. 
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the Duke perceiving, he roſe up and followed him King Henry VI. 


into the Palace, got Poſſeſſion of the King's 
Lodgings, breaking open ſeveral Doors and Locks 
for Entrance. He ſtaid there but a little while, 
and then returned to the Houſe again, leaving his 
Servants and Chief Attendants to keep them for 
him. Being, again, ſeated on the Royal Throne, 
he boldly made. his Demand of the Crown and 
the regal Authority of England, in a Speech for 
that Purpoſe. ; 

Hall, in his Chronicle, hath given us 2 
Speech, which he ſays the Duke of Yor# ſpoke 
from the Throne, in the Houſe of Peers, when 
he made his Claim to the Crown at that Time. 
But, the Subſtance and Language of it, is ſo very 
mean, that it does not deſerve our Notice, 
not even as it is altered by Mr. Daniel; eſpecially, 
when the Claim, hath been much better made out 
by the Record itſelf. Livy is ſaid to be very remark- 
able for putting fine Speeches into the Mouths of 
his Heroes and Senators; but the Non-ſenſe, and 
Stupidity of this makes it impoſſible to come from 
any Body but the Hiſtorian himſelf (u). Beſides, 
John Methamſiead, Abbot of St. Albans, a Cotem- 
porary, and probably, by his Station, in the Houſe 
of Peers at that Time, makes no mention of any 
ſuch Speech, in the Hiſtory he wrote of this Reign ; 
and, particularly, of this Revolution (x). 


The 


(u) As an Inftance, in the firſt Paragraph of it, is this remark - 
able Expreſſion and Metaphor, This noble Realm, and our natural 
Country, ſpall never be unbuckled from ber daily Fever, except I, 
as the principal Phyfician, and you, as the true and truly Apothe- 
caries, 105 teget ber + making of — _ try out the clean 
and pure Stuff, from the corrupt and putrified Drugs. 

1 Hat's i. Fol. C.LXXVII 
See Hellingſhead, alſo, P. 655, 

(x) The Hiſtory of Croyland, near Cotemporary with theſe Times, 
ſeems to ſay that the Duke of York did make his Claim in the 
Houſe, by Word of Mouth; Accedens ad Thronum Regis, Sedem 
illam wendicavit tanquam ſuam, deſcribens Genealogiam ſuam line- 
aliter, &c. HisT« CROYLAND CONTIN. 550. * 

e 
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King Henry vl. The French Jeſuit, indeed, has put a Speech 


His Speech to the Gier, thoſe who had it full Sixty Years, 


into the Duke's Mouth, on this Occaſion, not un- 
worthy either of the Speaker or the Author, for 
ſuch we ſuppoſe him to be ; which, fince it comes 
within the Compaſs of our Deſign, well deſer ves 
a Place in theſe Enquiries. 

It was ſuppoſed by the Parliament, ſays that 
Hiftorian, t the Duke would now take off the 
Maſk; but they were perfectly convinced of 
it, by an open Declaration, which he himſelf 
made to them, the firſt Time he entered the Houſe. 
For, being ſeated on the Throne, without aſking 
Leave of any one, he ſpoke as follows; (y) 

You all know very well, ſays be, that the 
Throne whereon I fit hath been uſurped from my 
Anceſtors; and you cannot be ignorant, = 


Poſſeſſion of it. Henry the fourth embrued bis 
Handi in the Blood of Richard the ſecond ; and Hen- 
y the Afb deftroyed my Father. But, we will 
pare the Remembrance of theſe Things, which can 
only ferve to ſitr 7 a Breaft, di poſed to take that Ven- 
geance which I will be the Public Gad. 
Whilft the Houſe of Lancaſter did no other Hurt, 
but to me and mine, I thought myſelf well recompenſ- 
ed by the Honour which accrued to the Nation, in 
ſubduing fo many great and fine Provinces to the 
Engliſh Scepter. I little regretted the not being a 
King, whilft jau had a Monarch, who well deſerv d 
to have been one. But, at this Time, when a weak 
feeble Heir to that happy Uſurpat on, keeps from me a 
Crown, and loſes thoſe Conqueſis which have of} you 
fo much Blood, I fhould be unworthy of that of fo 
many Kings evhich runs in my Veins, J, to ww 
! 


The 1» Act of State which Henry did, or was commanded to do, 
was to giant a Commilon to Edzvard Duke of York, after his Fa- 
ther Rio ard was lain at the Battle of Wakefield, for raifing Forces 
to fight agninſt his and Son. Dated Feb, 12, 1461. t 
Weftmin/icr. Ryman x. Tem. X. 

27 Pere D' Orleans Hift. de Revel, D' Ang. Tom. II. P. 228. 
Patris. 2 Fe 
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thoſe Congueſts, I do not take the Cron. Aid me king Henry VI. 
— your Aſſiſtance to ſupport the Weight, and you * 
hail partake with me in the Advantage of it. 
Our Hiſtorian goes on, and tells us, that the 
Countenances of the Houſe, during the Time the 
Duke was ſpeaking, and their profound Silence at 
the End of his Harangue, appeared to that Prince 
a ſure Token that the Crown, on Henry's Head, 
was not ſo looſe as he imagined. Greatly cha- 
in'd, he left the Houſe very abruptly ; and, in a 
on ſaid at his going out, Think of this Matter. 
II have taken my Courſe, take you yours. 
While theſe Things were doing, many hot 
Diſputes paſſed between the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and the Commons, about the 
Settlement of the Crown. Some thought it very 1,4... thereupon 
unreaſonable to call King Henry's Title in Queſti- 
on, who had been ſo long in Poſſeſſion of the So- 
vereignty ; and ſo much the rather, becauſe the 
Duke of Vert himſelf had, in ſwearing Allegiance 
to King Henry ſo often, and declaring him his 
lawful Sovereign, tied up himſelf from claiming 
the Crown, if he had any Right to it. Buton the 
other Side, the Duke of Yor#s Friends, which 
were not a few, argued that the Duke's Title was 
ſo clear, and ſo well known to them all, that it 
would be the greateſt Injuſtice in the Worlg to 
deny him his Right; and tho' King Henry, it is 
true, had been long in the Poſſeſſion of the 
Throne, yet his Uſurpation being 10 evident, he 
ought to be as willing to recede from what he was 
wrongfully poſſeſſed of, as they were in Juſtice 
bound to declare him deprived. T was true, they 
faid, the Duke of York had often ſworn Allegiance 
to King Henry, and taken him for his lawful So- 
vereign, yet he never renounced his Right; and 
'twas plain, his Oaths and Promiſes were out of 
Fear or Force, and not willingly (=). 


— bu 


; 
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Another 
( wg this weighty Aﬀfir vas debating in the lower Houſe, _ 
which was the then Fratry, as it is called, in 2 ; 


mi nſler, 


* 
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King Henry VI,” Another old Hiſtorian hath drawn up the Ar- 


guments made uſe of in favour of the reigning 
King, and the Houſe of Lancaſter, in a much bet- 
ter Manner; and ſays, that tho the Effect of the 
Duke of Yor#'s Title, as to the Points of Pede- 
gree, was very true, yet the Friends of King 
Henry, without denying what could not be denied, 
had ſomewhat to ſay for him; and amongſt o- 
ther Things, they alledged (4), * That Richard the 
© ſecond reſigned up his Crown and Regality at 
large; and that none elſe making Claim, but 
* Henry Duke of Lancaſter, he was thereunto, 
4 Conſent of all the three Eſtates, admitted. 
© That Richard Earl of Cambridge was, for High 
© Treaſon attainted and executed, and his Iflve 
made incapable of any Inheritance; that this 
© Richard his Son, now challenging the Crown 
© of England, being reſtored by the meer Clemen- 
© cy and Goodnels of this King Henry the Sixth, 
had voluntarily acknowledged him for his lawful 
Sovereign, and ſworn the ſame ; and that the 
ſaid Richard was finally, for Treaſon, attaint- 
ed and adjudged uninheritable. They alledg'd al- 
ſo ſeveral Acts of Parliament made to eſtabliſh 
the Right of the Lancaſirian Line; the Suc- 
ceſſion of three Henrys, that is to ſay, the 
fourth, fifth, and fixth ; the politic Government 
of the firſt of thoſe Kings, the noble Victories of 
the ſecond, and the holy Life of the third ; 
which three King's Lives contained in reigning 
near threeſcore Years, in which Number this 
was the 39th of Henry the VIth, who was de- 
ſcended from the Uncle; and the Duke of York 
© but from a Female, of which Females none 
gad ever been in Poſſeſſion of the Crown. Theſe 

| great 
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N Crown which hung for Ornament from the Roof ſudden- 
elldown ; and at the ſame Time, another Crown, placed for the 
ame Purpoſe, on Pever Caſtle, fell likewiſe. Theſe Umens were 
vulgarly conſtrued, that King Henry's Reign was at an End, and 
that the Crown ſhould be transferred from one Royal Line to 2n» - 
ther, 
(2) Speed” s Chron, 
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great and weighty Points, adds our Author, were King Henry VI. 


confidered, and the rather, becauſe that King 
Henry being at that Time no better than a Pri- 
ſoner, no Act of his to eſtabliſh the Title of the 
Houſe of York, could be fo valid as to diſinherit 
his own Son; who was then at Liberty, and with 
the Queen his Mother, in Arms, ready to free 
his Father, or hazard the Deſtruction of the whole 
Engliſh Name. To all theſe Arguments the 
Yorkiſts objected one Rule of Law, which was, 
Fura Sanguinis nullo Fure civili dirimi poſſunt. 

However, the Arguments, Pro and Con, being 
thought ſtrong on both Sides, a Medium was hit 
upon, and thought proper by the Lords, in order 
to avoid a Diſpute leſs amicable. And, on A 


Saints Day, November 1ſt, an Award, or Agree- The Lords in 
ment, was. ſettled between theſe two Princes Parliament make 


King Henry and Richard Duke of York, under 
theſe Articles (c): 


and the Duke of 


I. That notwithſtanding the clear and undiſ- York. 


putable Title of Richard e of Nori, to the 
Crown of England, as Heir to Lionel Duke of 
Clarence, the ſaid Duke tenderly defiring the 
Wealth and Proſperity of this Land, and to lay 
aſide all that may be a Trouble to the ſame; and 
conſidering the long Poſſeſſion of the faid King 
Henry, who hath all his Time been named, taken, 
and reputed for Ki'g of England, and Lord of 
Feland, it is conſented, and agreed to, that the ſaid 
King Henry, ſhall be taken and reputed King of 
England, and Lord of freland, during his natural 
Life, and the ſaid-Duke ſhall honour him as his 

II. That the ſaid Richard, Duke of York, with 
his two Sons, Edward Earl of March, and Ed- 
mund Earl of Rutland, ſhall promiſe and bind 
themſelves by ſolemn Oaths, neither to do, pro- 
cure, or ſuffer any Thing to the Prejudice of the 
natural Life of King Henry VI. or to the dimi- 
Vol. IL U . niſhing 

(e) Sam. Daziel in Kennge, P. 424. Hollingſhead, P. 657. 
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King Heary VI. niſning of his Royal Dignity, but ſhall withſtand 


to their utmoſt Power any Perſon that ſhall atuempt 
it, as God ſhall help them. | 

© II. That Richard, Duke of: York ſhall from 
thenceforth be called and reputed the very and 
rightful Heir to the Engh/b Crown, and after the 
Deceaſe of the ſaid King Henry; the ſaid Duke 
and his Heirs ſhall immediately- ſucceed to them. 

IV. That the ſaid Richard Duke of York ſhall 
have, by the Authority of this pteſent Parliament, 
Caſtles, Manors, Lands and Tenements, with 
their Appurtenances, to the Vearl 8 Value of 
10,000 Marks, over and above all Charges and 


Repriſes, of which 5000 Marks ſhall be for. his 


own Eſtate," 3000 for the Earl of March, and 2000 


for the Earl of Rutland, yet with ſuch Intents and 


Cankiprations, as ſhall be declared by the Lords 
of the King's Council. a 


VV. That if any Perſon imagine, « or compaſy | 
tze Death of the ſaid Duke, and thereof be con- 


yy they ſhall be adjudged guilty of High 
reaſ 

VI. That the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, ſhall take 
an Oath, to accept, take, worſhip, and repute 
the ſaid Richard Duke of York, and his Heirs, as 
aboveſaid, and theiſaid Duke . them in 
1 this Agreement. f 

I. That this Accord and Agreement ſhall 

be notified and publiſh/d by the King's Letters Pa- 
tents, and his Conſent and Agreement be openly 
dec la eguto all and every one of them; and if 
the faid King Henry ſhall break, ot go againſt, any 
Point of this Accord, then the ſaid Crown — 
Royal Digni n immediately devolve and 
come to the of York, if he be alive, os to 
the next Heir of his Lineage. | 

VII. Phat all Statutes and Acts of Parliament 
made i in the Time of Henry IV. or V. to entail 
the Crown on their Heirs, thal) * 2 and 


Te | 
pcal' d. * — 4 7 os 7? "1% 
k .* 
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© TX, That the Duke of Jork ſhall be Protector King Henry VI, 
of the Realm for the future, and be called Prince 
of Wales, Duke of Cornwal, and Earl of Cheſter. 

This Agreement drawn up in the Form above- 
ſaid, was engroſſed, ſealed, and ſworn unto by 
both Parties on A. Saints Day; and then it was 
enacted by the Parliament, that it be made unal- 
terable on all Hands. King Henry was obſerved 
to be very much pleaſed with this Agreement: 
Not, doubtleſs, becauſe he was willing his Son 
ſhould be excluded from the Crown ; but becauſe he 
feared more ſevere Dealings with himſelf, and 
hoped Time would better provide. for his Son ; 
and therefore appointed a ſolemn Proceſſion the 
fame Day, to give Thanks to God for this 
peaceable Settlement of Affairs. The King rode 
to the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, attended 
with the Duke of Vd, Earls of Salisbury and 
Warwick, and many other Lords, with his Crown 
upon his Head, and heard Even-Song, and then 
return'd to the Biſhop's Palace, where he continued 
ſome Time. | 

The next Day Richard Duke of York was by 
Sound of Trumpet ſolemnly proclaimed, * Heir- 
«* Apparent to the Crown of England, and all his 
© Progeny after him, alſo Lord Protector of the 
© Nation, during the King's Life (d). 8 

We cannot avoid giving here a Reflection from 
2 much later Hiſtorian, on this Criterion of Eng- 
4% Hiſtory, as remarkable as any is to be found 
in that celebrated Writer. After a very ſhort 
Abſtract of the Articles, he adds, that (e very 
likely, this Agreement did not come up to the 
Duke of Yor#'s Expectation. He was contented, 
however, becauſe he perceived it would be very 
difficult to obtain more, without open Force. 
It cannot be denied, that he behaved with a Mo- 
deration very uncommon in ſuch Caſes. In his 
preſent Circumſtances, and according to the Rule 
generally followed by Parliaments, to declare far 

2 * the 
d) FABIA Y Chron, Anno 1461. 
e) Rarin's Hiſt, of England, Fol. Ed. P. 385. 
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Ring Henry VI. the ſtrongeſt, nothing was more eaſy for the Duke 


than to cauſe the Crown to be adjudged to him 
immediately. He had at his Command a victo- 
rious, and at that time, irrefiſtible Army. Be- 
fides, moſt of the Members of Parliament were 
in his Intereſt, and probably, after acknowledging 
his Title to be indiſputable, they would not have 
wanted much Sollicitation to proceed one Step 
farther, and place him on the Throne. It is 
therefore manifeſt, if the Parliament ſhewed any 
regard for Henry, it was, becauſe they thought 
themſelves at Liberty to uſe this Equity, notwith- 


' ſtanding the victorious Army which might have 


offered them Violence, if the Duke would have 
made uſe of his Advantages. It muſt be farther 
obſerved, that the Duke of York was older than 
the King, and therefore naturally could not ex- 
pect to out-live him. And yet, thoſe who have 


| writ the Hiſtory of theſe Troubles, have put an 


il! Conſtruction upon all they have ſaid concern- 
ing this Prince, The Reaſon may be eaſily gueſ- 
ſed. The Houſe of York enjoying the Throne 
but twenty-four Years, we have no Hiſtorian in 
that Interyal ; all we have being later, and writ- 
ing fince the Reſtoration of the Houſe of Lan- 
fer in the Perfon of Henry VII. This muſt be 
always remembred in reading the Hiſtory of theſe 
Civil Wars. | 
But, to put the laſt Hand to this Affair, the 


| Duke of Tt was very defirous'that the Queen 


and her Son ſhould, alfo, be preſent to ratify the 
Treaty. The King wrote to them both to come 
up, but he ſoon found the Spirit of that fierce 
Princeſs otherways diſpoſed than his own. In 
ſhort, ſhe abfolutely refuſed to and having 
an Army with her of 18,000 Men, with the 
Dukes of Somerſet and Exeter, the Earls of Mit- 
Hire and Devonſhire, the Lord Clifford, and a 
conſiderable Parry of the Northern Nobility, ſhe 
hoped to manage better for their common Intereſt 
than her Huſband had done. * 
e 
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The Duke of Hort being appriſed of the Queen's King Henry VI. 


Refolution, and the Preparations ſhe had made 
to preſerve the Crown to her Son, march 
down his Forces into the North; and, leaving 
King Henry to the Care of the Earl of Warwick 
and the Duke of Netfolt, advanced with the Earl 
of Salisbury as far as Wakefield, He had given 
Orders to his Son, the Earl of March, to foilow 
and join him with what Forces he could raiſe ; 
and, till their Arrival ſecured himſelf and his 
ſmall Army in the Caſtle of Sandal, vear the 
Town aforefaid. . The Queen well knew that 
ſhe had no Time to loſe, and therefore came her- 
ſelf in Perſon, at the Head of her Army, to at- 
tack the Duke before his Son could come to his 
Aſſiſtance. The Duke was ſcarce 5000. ſtrong, 
but his great Courage was the Occafion of his 
Ruin; for ſcorning to be cooped up in a Caſtle 
by a Woman, contrary to the Advice of the Earl 
of Saliſbury and other old Officers, he ventured to 


give her Battle; where, being overpower'd by 


Numbers, he bravely fell, and his ſmall Army 


Another Arm 
ed d by the F 


were cut in Pieces. With him was ſlain alſo the The Duke of 


Earl of Sal;/bury, with many more of Note; but 
none is ſo remarkable as the Death of the young 
Earl of Rutland, ſcarce twelve Years old, who 
was butchered by the Lord Clifford after the Bat- 
tle was over, becauſe he had the Misfortune to be 
Son to the Duke of York. 

The Heroine Margaret was much elated at this 
Victory, and the Death of her greateſt Enemy: 
She firſt ordered his Head to be ſtruck off, crown- 
ed with Paper in-Derifion, and, with the Heads 
of the Earl of Saliſbury, and others, ſet on one 
of the Gates of York ; then marched Southward 
with her victorious Army to deliver her Huſband ; 
and, in a new Parliament, to get the late Accom- 
modation with the Houſe of York annulled, and 
ſet aſide. For ſome Time longer Fortune was 
her Friend; ſhe defeated the Earl of J/arwick 


near St. Alban, retook the King, and marched 
U 3 for 


York and many 
others lai 


ſlain, 
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King Henry VT. for Londen with her Forces, in order to Compleat 

her Deſign. But hearing that the young Kar! 

of Aderch, now Duke of York, had beaten the Earl 

of Pembroke in Wales, and was. marching towards 

her, joined with the Earl of Martuict and hi 

ſcatter d Troops, ſne changed her Rout and went 

Northward, not having any Confidence in Caſe of 

x Battle, in the Londoners, or her Southern Sub- 

jets. Edward, being informed of this, marched 

directiy for the Capital, where he was joy fully 

received; and having aſſembled all the Biſhops 

and Lords that were in Town, along with. the 

principal Citizens, like Alexander, he cut the Knot 

at one Stroke, which his Father had ſo long been 

endeavouring to unlooſe. In ſhort, in that Aſ- 

ſembly, he claimed the Crown, firſt by an un- 

doubted hereditary Right ; and next by an In- 

fraction of the ſeventh Article in the Accord, 

made between Henry and his Father, in the laſt 

Parliament, which the ſaid Henry had broke. 

But his Son Ed- The Affair was puſhed ſo warmly, that he was, 

* ward proves vie- upon the Spot, declared King, by the Name of 

torus, and is Hdtuard the Fourth, March the 4th, 1461 ; be- 

— ing then juſt twenty Years of Age. The next 

Day he made a ſolemn Proceſſion thro' the City, 

firſt to St. Pauls, and next to We/tminſter- Abbey ; 

and was proclaimed King by the Title atoreſaid, 
with the uſual Ceremonies. 


EDWARD 


E WARD having thus obtained the Title of King EdwardTV. 
— King, Ji Arm, as it were, had yet much 
te do to get A of the Crown; for the heroic , 
Margaret was ſtill at the Head of an Army, 
7 of all the Forces belanging to the Ræd- 
Reſe Party „, fghüng for a King Who had been 
long recogniſed as, ſuch. and w hic h had been twice 
orious in, What was then called, the Royal 
ſe, £dware, therefore, had no time to loſe; 
he knew very, well tat he had 9 other way to. 
ſecure Landau, but to leave It immediately, and 
march awards Nr, The Queen was then in 
that City; and hearing of his Approach, ſhe ſent 
out her Army; commanded by the Duke of Se- 
merjet, the, Ef of | Narthumberland, and the” 
Lord Giger wo meet him. Some Advantage 
was gained by theſe Generals, at fit, by the 
Surpriſe, of the important Poſt of Ferrybridge; 
but the Yorizts having quickly-tegained it, they 
marched over the River Aire, and met the Bulk . 
of the Queen's Army, drawn up in order of Bat- Ty. fatal Battle 
tle, in the Fields near a Village called Tototon, t Ton ton. 
about two Miles Soutb- weſt of Tadcafter. * 1 

It is not to our Purpoſe, to enter. into the Par- 
ticulars of this bloody Engagement; the greateſt 
and moſt obſtinate that, to this Day, was evcr 
fought in this Iſland; it is ſufficient to fay that Ed- 
ward was yiftatious, after the Loſs of above thirty- 
fix thoufand Exglih Men, who then fell by each 
other's Swords. King Henry, his Queen and Son. 
fled into Scꝛtland; and Edward mirched into York, 
where he ſcon took doun the Heads of bis Fa- 
ther, the Earl of Salibury, and others, which had 
been put over one of the Ciry-Gates; and placed 
in their Room the Heads of ſome. of the moſt 
mortal Enemies of his Houſe, who were taken 
or ſlain in the Battle. 

Edward ſtaid ſome Time at ri to fix the Nor- 
thera Provinces more fully in his Intereſt ; and 
leaving every Thing quiet in thoſe Countries, he 

| U4 returned 
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King Edward IV. returned to London, and was ſolemnly crowned 


* 
— 


ſoon after at Weſtminſter, with the uſual Ceremo- 


nies. Then to ſettle all other Matters of State, 
on the moſt laſting Foundation, he ſummoned 
a Parliament by Writs, dated at Veſtminſter, 
May 23, to meet at the ſame Place the 6th Day 
of July following. But, becauſe the King of 
Scots was entered into England with an Army, in 
favour of King Henry, Edward and his Council 
thought proper to poſtpone the- Meeting of the 
Parliament; and, by other Writs dated July 26, 
the ſame Peers were ſummoned to appear at Weſt- 
minſter on the 4th Day of November following (H. 
The former Writ of Summons directed to Th 
mas (g), Archbiſhop of Canterbury, is in the uſual 
Stile, with the reſt of the Biſhops, Abbots, and 
Priors, as well as the Temporal Lords; but the 
Names of the latter, in this firſt Parliament after 
ſo great a Revolution, may not be unacceptable 
to a curious Enquirer. | 
The King to his dearly beloved Couſin 

ahn Duke of Norfolk, Fohbn Lord Audley, 

chard Earl of Mar- * Lord Scrempe of 

wick, ſham 


ahn Earl of Oxford, 725 Lord Clinton, 


ilkam Earl of Arundel, Fohn Lord Lovel, 
Ralph Earl of Weſtmore- Edward Nevil Lord 
land, 


5 Berg avenny, 
Henry Viſcount Bour- Edward Brook Lord Cob- 
chier, ham, 
Edward Lord Grey of Reginald Lord Gray of 
Ruthin, Wilton, 


James Lord Berkeley, Jobn Lord Stourton of 
George Lord Latimer, Stourton, 

Ralph Lord Grayſtock, William Bourchier Lord 
William Lord Bottreaux, Fitz-Waryn, 

John Lord Beauchamp, 


79 Ducpar r' Summons to Parliament, Anno 1, Edward IV. 
. Prynne, the Publiſher of Corton"'s Abridgement, has made fad 
Miſtakes in the Dates of theſe two Writs. 

(g. Bourchier, Lz Nevs's Fafti Ecc, Ang. 


1 eo ITT . 
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Vaſo, Fauconberge, 

1 Lord Boteler of John Bourchier Lord 
udliy, rners, | 
Thomas Lord Gray of Richard Welles Lord 
Richmond, - Willoughby, * 
Jahn Lord Sutton of Sir Henry Htz-Hugb, 


Dudley, Sir Henry Grey, 3 
William Fynes Lord Sir Richard Weſt, | 
Say, Sir Thomas Stanley, 
Richard Hues Lord Sir Jobn Nevile Lord 


Dacre, ontacute. 


Beſides theſe Lords, c. other Writs were di- 
rected to ſummon the twelve Judges there named, 
and, in the Writs for altering the Time from Fuly 
to N:vember, ſeven are called, to fit in the Houſe 
of Peers (B). 

The Parliament met, at the Time and Place ta 
laſt appointed, when, in the Preſence of the 2 
King fitting on the Throne, and of the Lords At Weſtminttr. 
we ems Je George (i), Biſhop of Exeter, de- 
clared the Caute of the Summons in a notable O- 
ration, taking for his Theme, Bonas facite Vias 
& Studia Vera. IIR. 7. After which he or- 
dered the Commons to chuſe, and the next Day 
to preſent their Speaker. = 

The Receivers and Tryers of Petitions for 
England, Ireland, Wales and Scotland, with Ga/- 
' coigny and the Iſles, being, according to ancient 
Cuſtom inted; on the third Day of their Sit- 
ting the mons preſented to the King Sir 
James Strangewaies Kant. to be their Speaker; 
whoſe Excuie being rejected, he, with the com- 
mon Proteſtation, was allowed. At the ſame 3 
time, the faid Sir James Strangewaies made a Sl chün 

| Speech Speaker. 
6 „ . e 
Po ney nn r 
Summonitiones ad Parliamenta, 1 Edward IV. 

(i) George Nevile, Brother to the famous Earl of Warwick, 
afterwards Archbiſhop of York, 

Lz Nevz's Faſti, &c. 
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King Edward Iv. Speech to the Throne; in which he took ccaſion 
to commend the King fot his — u. 
rage and Conduct againſt his Enemies; a ha 
7 — Thanks to God for the great Vic 
iven-to him. 
e next Thin 8 0 find that was done b this 
Parliament, was t read a long Declaration pf the 
King's Title to the Crown ; containing, irt effect, 
what his Father had delivered to Parliament the 
39th of the laſt Rei To which was ated, 
a, Recapitulation of the tyrannous Re e 
Henry the Fourth, with his heinous murde g of 
| King Richard the Second (k). 
. After a a Ae ad. by abe Softer! | 
| Henry IV. de. Conſent of both Houfes of Parliament, that King 
clared to have Bakogrd the Fourth was: and is undoubted King 
— 3 of Exgland; from the 4th Day of Aueh Wes lat 
| 1 paſt, when all the Eſtates Vielded themſelves o- 


Family diſinhe- 
nteg. beyſant Subjects to the faid Edward IV. and bis 
| Heirs for ever; affirming the Reign of IV. 
to have been an Intruſion and U ſurpation. It was 
alſo enacted, that King. Edward IV. was ſeired 
of the Crown and Profits of the Realui of Eng- 
land, from the ſaid 4th Day of March, in ſuch 
Sort as King R churd. II. enjoyed the ſame, in the 
23d Year of his Reign. In which Act is one 
Proviſion, and one general Proviſion for all Men's 
Rights, except thote who claim by Grants from 
Hawy IV. Henry V. and m_y N. "The 


4) M. 81 ee 

going Inſtances demonſtrate, that the F e bf 7 land 
never attempted to {werve from that wholeſome Principle 
< chring for the ſtrongeſt; and adds, der what we hall for in 
e * the Sequel of Yus very Reign will ſtill farther confirm it.” 

RAI 1 Fel. Ed. P. 507. 

- (1) The Act of Patliamert, is very long, bears this Title 

the Statutes at Large, viz. 

Which Adi, done by King Henry IV. V. and VI. or by others | 
during their Rau, — corntemve gut, and u , — 
The ble runs thus: 

© For the Eſche wing of 'Arliguities, Donbts, and Diverſities of 
« Opiarions, which may riſe, enſue, and be faken of and upon 
0 7 Acts, and * 6 of the — * 
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ſaid a_ of Derby, 0 
and the Heirs of his Body Lag are, by this Act 
utterly diſabled to enjo enjoy any erkance, Eſtate 
or Profits, within this Realm or Dominions of 
the ſame for ever. And thus, ſays, an Hiſtorian, 
it is remarkable that, the Law, in this and in the 
Attainder that followeg, reached Henry, even, 
under the Shelter of 2 ng Faeta.(m): 

Then a whole Recital of the 2 or A- 

t, made between. Hen, n and Richard 

of York, — 395 116d Was read, and 
the — of it by ſundry Means was declared. 
By which Breach it was, alſo, declared, that King 
used IV. was diſcharged "from the ſaid Con- 
cord, and that no Article of it ſhould bind him, 
28 King, to that Agreement. 

Mr. Hobington in his Life of King Edward the 
Fourth, ſays, that at his Coronation, bei ng r ſeated 
in the moſt perſpicuous Place of the Great Hall at 
Weſtminſter, he himſelf made an open Declara- 
tion of his double Title to the Crown... © Firſt, 
* by Deſcent, as before mentioned; and next, by 
* Authority of Parliament ; which, upon Exami- 
© nation of the late Duke of Vries Title, confer- 
red the Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom immediately 
on him or his Heirs, when Henry VI. ſhould 
make Forfeiture of it, by Death, Reſignation 
© or Breach of that Accord ſworn there ſo ſolemn- 
* ly between them. And that this Accord was 
© broken, the laugh ter of the ſaid Duke, oppreſs d 
© with unequal. Numbers of Henry's 9 at 
ö the Battle + of Wakefield, did but too ſadly mani- 

© feſt, N Per he proteſted he — * 


Sarnen Meney the P 
© his Son, and Henry the Sixth his Son, or any of them, late 
Car ef England ſuceefiively, in Decd and nat ef Right, 

65 . 

There is only another Act in the Statute Books made this Par- 
liament, which was, that Juſtices of Peace may award Proceſs upon 
. taken in a Sheriff's Tourns. inne 1. Edward IV. 


n 5 4 Ecclefiaſt, Hi. Book VII. P. 699. 


iſe called Henry IV. King Eduard! Iv. 


King Edward IV, 


Attainders with. 
out Number, 
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© the Juſtice of his Claim, rather than enter up- 
© on it without their free Vote. At which, una- 
* nimouſly, the Aſſembly cried out, ng Edward, 
© King Edward ; joyful” that their Voices might 
© confirm him King, who had deigned them fo 
© humble a Compliment, as to profeſs that he 
< would not receive the Title without their Suf- 
frage. In another Place, the fame Author 
makes this Remark, that © Perhaps this Ceremo- 
N ay did then appeat needful, in regard the ſame 
Voices had vowed Obedience to another. O- 
© therwiſe, whoſoever ſhall alledge that the Suf- 
© frage of the Multitude is neceſſary to confirm a 
© Prince, deftroys the Right of Succeſſion, and in 
that the Monarchy, which ſo long and trium- 
phantly hath ruled this Nation. But, to return 
to the further Proceedings of this Parliament. 
Next follows a long Bill of Attainder of divers 
Perſons for the Death of Richard Duke of York, 
and others; particularly, Henry VI. Margaret 
late Queen of England, Edward called Prince of 
Wales, Henry late Duke of Somer/et, and Henry 
Earl of Northumberland. Reciting, that William 
Lord Bonevile, Sir Thomas Kuriel, Knights of the 
Garter, and Sir William Gnwer, Knt. Standard- 
Bearer to Richard Duke of York, were againſt 
Law beheaded and murdered. 

Another Bill of Attainder was paſſed againſt 
Thomas Courtney late Earl of 1 mos 
Lord Roos, Fohn late Lord Nevile, Baldwyn Fulli- 
hurft, Alexander Hedie, Nicholas Latimer, James 
Lutterel, Edmond Meountfort, Thomas Fundern, 
Henry Tao, Yohn Herm of Ford, Richard 
Tunſtal, Henry Bellingham, Robert Whittinghart, 
Knights; Andrew Trollp, late of Guineſcoe Eiq; 
with ſeveral other Eſquires, Gentlemen, and Yeo- 
men, for being at the Death of the Duke of York, 
at Wakefield, the 3oth Day of December laſt paſt. 
And, : 

Henry, - Duke of Exeter, William, Viſcount 
Beau mont, John Gray, late Lord Rougemont, 
Randif 
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Randolf, late Lord Dacre; Humphrey Datren, King Edward IV. 


Philip Wentworth, William Rawhkeſley, Edmund 
Hampden, Thomas Findrey, John Courtney, Jahn 
Ormond, alias Botler, William Mill, Simon 
Haynes, William Holland, called the Baſtard of 
Exeter, Thomas Ormond, alias Botler, Thomas 
Everinghaom, Henry Roos of Rockingham, with 
ſeveral other Eſquires, Gentlemen, Yeomen and 
Prieſts, were attainted for being againſt King Ea- 
ward IV. March 29, laſt, being Palm Sunday, 
in the Fields called Saxton Fields, and Towton 
Fields, in the County of York. . 

King Henry VI. Queen Margaret, Prince 
Edward and ſome others, there named, are at- 
tainted, for delivering up the 'Town of Berwick, 
to James, King of Scots, on the Feaſt of St 
John the Evangeliſt laſt paſt. Likewiſe, for 
practiſing to deliver up the Caſtle and City of 
Carliſie to the Scots, And the laſt named Perſons, 
with Faſper, Earl of Pembroke, * Earl of 
Wilts, Robert, Lord Hungerford, with certain 
Prieſts and Friars, were alſo attainted, ſor pro- 
curing Foreign Princes to invade the King and 
Realm. 

Henry VI. with certain Perſons afore-named, 
John Forteſcue, William Talbois, and other Eſ- 
quires, Gentlemen, Prieſts and Friars, were at- 
tainted, for being in the Field againſt King Ed- 
ward IV. in the Biſhoprick of Durham, the 18th 
Day of June laſt paſt. And the Duke of Exeter 
aforeſaid, Faſper, Earl of Pembroke, and others, 
were attainted for raiſing War againſt the King 
at Tubal, beſides Caernarvon in Wales, on Friday 
next after the Feaſt of St Edward laſt paſt. 

The Attainder and Forfeiture of all and ſingular 
the Hereditaments of the aforeſaid Henry VI. and 
namely of all the Land belonging to the Duchy 
of Lancaſter ; that the ſaid King Edward IV. 
ſhall hold the ſaid Duchy and County Palatine of 
Lancaſter, to him and to his Heirs Kings of Eng- 
land, with all Offices and Liberties to the fame 

belonging 
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Kivg EdwardIV. belonging, feperate from the Crown; and that 


the Tenants of the ſaid Duchy do enjoy all their 
Liberties, in ſuch wiſe as when Henry VI. held 
the ſame on the third Day of March laſt. 


And Reſtitutions. After paſſing all theſe Bills of Attainder and 


Edu ard's Speech 
t. his firſt Par- 
Basica. 


Forfeitures, the Parliament went upon Ads of 
Reſtitution; and the whale Proceſs and Judg- 
ment, as well by Parliament as otherwiſe, againſt 
Richard, Earl of Cambridge, and ſeveral. others, 
was utterly made void 'and repealed, The 
like Judgment in Parliament againſt Jabn Aan 
tague, late Earl of Salisbury, and Thomas, 
Lord Deſpencer, was made void; and Richard, 
Earl of Warwick, ard Ann, his Wife, the 
Daughter of Jabel, Daughter and Heir to the ſaid 
T homas,' in Right of the. faid Ann, was reſtored 
to all the Hereditaments of the ſaid Thomas. Alſo, 
Alice, Counteſs of Salisbury. Daughter to Tho- 
mas Montague, late Earl of Salisbury, Son of the 
ſaid Zobn, was reſtored to all the Hereditaments of 
the ſaid John. Laſtly, Thomas Lumliy, Knight, 
Son to Ralph Lumley, Knight, was alſo reſtored to 
all the Hereditaments of the ſaid Rab, and the 
Judgment againſt him, made void. 918 

Theſe were all, or moſt, of the Acts and Ordi- 
nances which paſſed this Parliament. At the 
Cloſe of the Seflion the King came to the Houſe, 
and ſending for the Commons, after they had 
given tbeir Aſlent to the Attainder Bills and the 
reſt, addreſled himſelf to them as follows. 


James Stranways, and pe that be commyn 
tor the Common of This my Lond, . 


DR the true Yertes and tender Confivera- 
ciens that ye have had to my Right and 
Dikle, that y and my Aunceſtres have had unto 
the Coronne cf this Reame, the which from 
us have been long Time witholde. And nowe 
thanked be almpghty God, of whog Grace 
ereweth all Uigorp., by pcure true Kertes 
and grete ſi tens, p am reffored unto ht 
hat 


that is my Kight and Title, fore y thanke King Edward IV. 
— hertely as y can. Allo for the tender 
and tre LEertes- that ye have ſhewed unto me, 
in tha * Have "tenderly had in 'Remetn- 
braunce, the Correccion of the horrible Burdre 
and cruel” Beth of my Lord my Fader, my 
Brother Rutland, and my Coſyn of Salysbury 
and other y thanke you right hertely, and y 
ſhall be unto you with the Grace of Aimighty 
God, as good and gratious Sovereign Lors as 
ever was eny of my noble Progenitours to 
their Subgettes and £ iegemen., And for the 
feithfull. and lovyng Hertes, and alſo the grete 
Labouts that ye have born and ſuſteyned towards 
me, in the—recouering of my ſaid Right and 
Title which v now pollede, y thanke you with 
all my Verte, and yt y had eny better Gcod to 
reward pou with all then my Body - ſhuld 
have it, the which ſhall alwep be redy for pour 
Defence, never ſparing nor letting for noo Jeo 
pardie. Praying you all of youre 45 ſlil⸗ 
tens and good Contynuance, as y ſhall be unto 
mY 8 veray rightwiſle and lovyng liege 


2 


This honeſt and well meaning Speech, we 
have choſe to give in the Language and true 
Orthography of the Times. And, leſt it ſhould 
be faulty in the Abridgment, we have procur'd 
a faithful Copy from the Roll itſelf ; which, by 
comparing, will be found to differ ſomewhat, 
both in Senſe and Spelling (a). 

After the King had ended his Speech, the 
Record tells us, that the Lord Chancellor ſtood 
vp, and declar'd, that ſince the whole Buſineſs 
of this Parliament was not yet concluded, and the 
approaching Feſtival of Chriſimas would obſtruct 
it; He, therefore, by the King's Command, 
prorogu'd the Parliament to the 6th of May next 
enſuing. At the ſame Time he told them, the King 
had put out a Proclamation againſt giving of 

; Liveries 

(* ) Tie this. and. many ** Ts. mm oblig'd — 
curio earn riquary, Ceerge uty- 
— 6 Preis 
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King Edward IV. Liveries and Badges, contrary. to Law, alſo 
againſt Maintenances, Robberies and Murders ; 
all, and every of which, the Biſhops, Lords and 
Commons, there preſent, promis'd to obey, and 
to ſee obſery'd throughout the Kingdom. 

Theſe were the Tranſactions of this firſt Par- 
liament called by this King, as they ſtand on Re- 
cord ; and of which few or none of our Hiſtorians 
have taken any Notice. The Hiſtory of _— 
indeed, near cotemporary with theſe Times, 
obſerves, * That Edward having gain'd the laſt 
Victory near Tadcafter, kept his Eaſter at ork 
< with great Splendour; and having ſettled all 
© [Things to his Mind, for the Preſervation of the 
« North, he return'd to London, where he was 


Parliament, call'd immediately after, almoſt 
© every Act of State, that had been done by the 
© three preceeding Kings, was reſum'd or annuli'd : 
© That all the Coin of the Kingdom, both in 


that, at length, the very Name of Henry 
might be blotted out: That by the Act a- 
© forelaid, two Charters of Poſſeſſions and Li- 
© berties granted to their Abby by King Henry 
the Fifth and Sixth, were rendered abſolutely 
© invalid : And, that in thoſe Days, the King- 
dom was reduc'd to, Obedience, for which 
Mercy. granted from Heaven againſt its Ene- 
mies, Thankſgiving to Almighty God was 
© tendered by every one (o. 
He diſtributes the At the Cloſe of this Parliament, Hiſtorians tell 
forfeited Eftates ug, that Edward beſtow'd great Largeſſes to his 
Friends. Friends, out of the Eſtates ferfeited by his Ene- 
mies (p). Nor were Honours and Titles wanting 
to 
ee Pall Crates ire 
reddiderunt omnipotenti Deo, H1sT. Czovri and Continuatio. 
Ed. Gale, P. 533. 

(p) — giv, ut oft in veteri Varbe, laborantem Agricolam opor- 
tet primum de Fruftibus percipere, primum omnium de Sententia et 
Auctoritate Concilii, ſuis Militibus meritis Agros ilhrum, -= 
—_— Partes ſequebantur , diſh ibuit, &c, Por, VISO. Hiſt. 

g. P. 513, | 


< ſoon after crown'd at Weſtminfler : That in a 


© Gold and Silver was chang'd and new ſtruck, 
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to particular Perſons, whom either Proximity of 
Blood, or Merit, had rendet'd dear to him. His 
two remaining Brothers, George and Richard, he 
created Dukes; the former of Clarence, the other 
of Glaceſter. John Lord Nevile, Brother to the 
Earl of Warwick, he made Viſcount Montacute, 
afterward Marqueſs of Montacute. Henry Bour- 
chier, Brother to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
was created Earl of Eſex; and William Lord 
Fauconberg Earl of Kent : He rais'd ſeveral others 
to the Title of Barons, and honoured many with 
Knighthood. Puniſhments ſucceeded to Re- 
wards; for John Earl of Oxford, Aubrey de Vere, 
his Son, = Tiddenham, Knight, Will'am 
Tirel and Walter Montgomery, Eſquires, were, 
without any Trial, attainted and convicted of 
Treaſon, and beheaded on Tower- Hill (g). 
Though the great Earl of Warwick, is not men- 
tioned here as receiving any higher Titles and 
Rewards; yet, a Cotemporary Hiſtorian (r), aſ- 
ſures us, that he was not without an ample Share 
of the latter. He had ſeveral Manors and Lord- 
ſhips beſtowed upon him by the King; ſome out 
of Crown Lands, and others that were confiſcat- 
ed, He was conſtituted Governor of Calais, and 
had other great Offices; ſo, that our Author has 
himſelf heard, that he received annually in Pen- 
ſions, and theſe kind of Profits, Eighty Thouſand 
Pounds, beſides his own Inheritance. All theſe 
enabled him to ſpend the moſt in Hoſpitality, that 
ever any Subject did before him; of which 
our older Chronicles give ſome ſtrong and familiar 
Inſtances. But, an unwarrantable Defection, after- 
wards, from the Family who hatl beſtowed 
theſe Gratuities upon him, loſt this great Man 
his whole Income, and his Life into the Bargain. 
Some new Commotions happening about this 
Time, prevented King Edward from meeting this 
laſt Parliament, at the Time of the Prorogation. 
Therefore, it is entered on the Roll, that on the 


Vol. II. X ſixth 
7 Hart's Chron. Anno 1461. Habington in Kennett. P. 433. 
r) Les Memoires de Phil, de. Compmines, Livre, II. Chap. iw. 
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King award NV. fixth Day of May, in the ſecond Year of this 


John Say, Eq; 
choſen Speaker. 


A Subſidy. 


Reign, becauſe the King could not attend to be 
there, Thomas, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, by 
the King's Letters Patents, diſſolved the ſaid Par- 
liament. Dugdale has given us a Summons to 
a Parliament at Yor#, to be held the 5th Day of 
February, Anno 2. Edward 1V. and another the 
ſame Year to J/e/iminiſter the 29th of April, but 
no Notice is taken in that Author, of any other 
Parliament, till the 6th of this King. 

However, the Abridgment gives us the Proceed- 
ings of a Parliament ſummoned by Writs, dated 
February 28th, to meet at Wiftminſler the 29th of 
April, Anno 3. Edward, IV. When and where 
being all met, as uſual, George Biſhop of Exeter, 
then Lord Chancellor, declared the Cauſe of the 
Summons in a ſet Speech ; after which he di- 
rected the Commons to chooſe a Speaker; and 
on the third Day of the Seſſion they preſented 
John Say Eſq; who was accepted. | 

The only material Tranſaction of this firſt Seſ- 
fion of Parliament was, to grant the King an Aid 
of 37,000 /. to be levied in the Counties, Cities 
and Towns, according to a Rate there expreſſed. 
And, on the 27th Day of June, in the Preſence 
of the King, Lords and Commons, the Chan- 
cellor, by his Majeſty's Command, gave Thanks 
to the Commons for the Subſidy granted, and 
prorogued the Parliament from the ſame Day un- 
to the fourth of November next, at 1 

On the ſaid 4th Day of Nævemler, Thomas 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the King's Kinſman, 
by his Letters Patents, held and continued the 
Parliament; and the ſame Day the Chancellor 
told them that the K ing, out of his meer Grace, 
releaſed unto the Commons 6000 J. Parcel of the 
Grant aforeſaid ; whereupon it was enacted that 
31,000 /,, ſhall be levied in Manner of a Fifteenth, 
and be called by that Name. And then the 
Chancellor, in the King's Name, and as his 
Lieutenant, adjourn'd the ſaid Parliament, _ 

. r i 4 al 
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that Day to the zoth of February enſuing, at king Edward IV. 
Vork,. | 
At which Time and Place being again aſſem- 
bled, William (/) Biſhop of Lincoln, by Com- 
mand of William (t) Archbiſhop of York, the 
King's Commiſſioner, by Letters Patents, held 
the ſaid Parliament, and adjoutned it over from the 
ſaid Day, to the firſt Day of May next enſuing, 
at York as aforeſaid. The Reaſon for this laſt Ad- 
journment is ſaid, in the Abridgment, to be becauſe 
that ſome Conſpiracies and Rebellions being raiſed 
againſt the King in n 4 Lam he was obliged 
to go in Perſon to ſuppreſs them. | 
On the firſt of May the Lords and Commons Anno Regni 4. 
were again aſſembled, in the great Hall, within 1464 
the Palace of the Archbiſhop at York. The At Vork. 
King's Letters Patents were read, conſtituting 
and appointing Richard Earl of Warwick and the 
Earl of Salisbury, his Commiſhoners to hold and 
continue the ſaid Parliament, from the ſaid firſt Day 
of May to the 25th Day of November ſollowing; 
and upon reading thereof the Abbot of Fonntain's, 
by Commiſſion under the Privy Seal, adjourned 
the ſame accordingly. The Cauſe of which laſt 
Adjournment, is aſſigned to be, that the King was 
bufily employed, in the more Northern Parts, for the 
ſuppreſſing of Rebels, and Defence of the King- 
dom againſt a foreign Invaſion. 
On the 25th of November, at the ſame Place as 
before, the Parliament once more met, when the 
ſame Commiſſioners were appointed, to hold and 
prorogue the ſaid Parliament, from that Day to 
the z th of January next enſuing, at Weſtminſter, 
and the Abbot of St. Mary's in York, by the King's 
Appointment, prorogued the ſame accordingly. 
Theſe Interruptions and diſtant Adjournments 
X 2 | were 


There was no William Biſhop of Lincoln, according to Lx 
Kage Faſti at that Time. 7055 Chedwworth was then Biſhop, . 
and died fo, Anno 1471. 

(t) This was William Boothe, who died the next Year, Anno 
1454 and was ſucceeded by George Newile, Brother to the Earl of 
arwick, Lx Nzve's Fa Eccleſiæ Ang. , 


King Edward TV, 
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were occaſioned by the Unſteadineſs of the Times; 
Edward, tho? in Poſſeſſion of the Crown, yet it 
was not ſo firmly fixed on his Head, but his Enemy 
Margaret found means to ſhake it. Some Aids 
ſhe had from France, but they were diſcomfited on 
their Landing in the North, by the Baſtard Ogle. 
However, by giving up Berwick, and ſome other 
Fortreſſes on the Borders, to the Scots, ſhe got ſome 
Forces in that Country, and marching into Nor- 
thumberland with them, took the Caſtle of Bam- 
burg, and paſſed forward to the Biſhoprick of 
Durham ; her Army daily increaſing. But they 


Edward defeats were met with, and defeated at Hegeley- Moor, by 
— King Edward ; and another Army which was fol- 


taken Priſoner. 


The Parliament 
meet at Weſtmin- 
ſter, after four 
Adjournments, 


lowing with King Henry, underwent the fame 
Fate at Hexham, in Northumberland; Henry him- 
felf with much Difficulty eſcaping. Shortly after 
which, this unfortunate Prince came into England 
in Diſguiſe ; but, being betrayed, was apprehend- 
ed at W/addington- Hall in Lancaſhire, as he fat at 
Dinner; from whence he was conveyed to Lon- 
don, with his Legs bound to the Stirrups, where 
he was arreſted by the Earl of Warwick, and 

committed Priſoner to the Toter. 1 
The 26th of January being come, the Parlia- 
ment met at VMeſiminſter, according to the laſt 
Prorogation. And now we find that ye" had 
they 


and grant Edward Time to do Buſineſs ; and the very firſt A 


a Subſidy for Life. 


went upon was to grant a Supply to the King, 
which was done too in a very effectual and un- 


uſual Manner. For, the Commons, with the 

Aſſent of the Biſhops and Lords, granted to the 

. during his Life, the Subſidies following : 
irſt 


 ©* Tonnage and Poundage of every Engliþ 

Merchant, for every Sack of Wool 33s and 4. d. 

For every 240 Wool-fells 33% 4d. For every 

© Laſt of Hides 3 J. 6 s. 8 d. Of every Merchant 

Stranger, whether Denizens or not, for ev 

« Sack of Wodl, 3 l. 6. 8 d. For every Laſt of 
ä | * Hides 


. 
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« Hides, 3 J. 13 5. 4 d. For every 240 Wool-fells King Edward IV, 


31.65. 8 d. with a Proviſo only made, that 
© the Town of Calais, and the Soldiers in Garri- 
«© ſon there, may be viCtualled and paid with 
part of the ſaid Subſidies according to a Rate 
there ſtated.” 

It was, alſo, ordained, That the Treaſurer 
© of Calais be obliged, under a Penalty, to ac- 
© count Yearly in the Exchequer; and that he 
© may diſpoſe of all the Offices, under him, in 
© the Town or Marches of Calais, to whom he 
© pleaſes, to hold the ſame at the King's Will.“ 

The Government andStaple of Calais, having 
been often mentioned in the Courſe of theſe En- 

uries, it will not be amiſs in this Place, to give ſome 


ccount of it out of the Memoirs of Philip de 


Commines. That Author tell us, That this was 
the richeſt Jewel in the Engliſß Crown, and the 
* moſt profitable Government in Chrifendom, if 
© not in the whole World. That he was there 
© ſeveral Times, during the Differences between 
* the Houſes of York and Lancafler, and was told 
© by the chief Officer of the Staple for Cloth, that 
he would willingly farm the Government of 
© the Town, at fifteen Thouſand Crowns, per 
* Annum ; for the Governor of Calais receives 
© all Profits on that Side of the Sea, has the Be- 
* nefit of Convoys, and the entire Diſpoſal and 
Management of the Garriſon (z).“ 

And, in another Place, the ſame Author tells us, 
That it is almoſt incredible what prodigious Re- 
* turn for their Wools, the Merchants make 
twice every Year from that Place.” 

But to proceed. Next, came on the At- 
tainders of ſeveral more Perſons, of Quality, and 
others, who were ſlain or taken in the late Battles ; 
particularly Henry wean; pale late Duke of Somer- 
ſet, was attainted for raiſing War againſt the King, 
and joinipg with Henry VI. at the Battle of Hex- 

1 bam, 

(u) Les Mfemoire: de Phil, de Commines, Livre iti, Chap, iy, 


FI Chap, vi. 
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Followers, 
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ham, in the County of Northumberland, on the 
8th Day of May laſt paſt. 
Sir Ralph Piercy Knight, was alſo attainted for 
delivering up the King's Caſtles of Bamburgh and 
Dunſtanburgb to Henry, and for raiſing War 
againſt the King at the Battle at Hegeley- Moor, 
in Northumberland on the Day of the Feaſt of St. 
Mark, laſt paſt (x). + 

Sir Humphrey Nevile, Sir Henry Bellingham, 
Sir Thomas Philips, Knights, many other Eſquires, 
Gentlemen and Yeomen, were likewile attainted 


for taking Part with Henry at Bamburgh. 


Edmund Beaufort and John Beaufort, Brothers 
toithe ſaid Duke of Somerſet, Sir William Cari, 
alias Carce Knt. and others, were alſo attainted 
for adhering to Margaret late Queen of England. 
Some more of leſſer Note. are mention'd ; and, 
to all the above named Perſons, as the Record 
ſneaks, the King had granted Pardon in the firſt 
Year-of his Reign. And, it was enacted, That 


the Attainders of the ſaid Duke of Somerſet, Hun- 


phrey: Nevile, Ralph Peircy, Henry Bellingham, 
and others, made, Anno Regn; 1. ſhall ſtand; 
and that the Reſtitutions to them made ſhall be void. 
A Proclamation, alſo, was ordered to be iflued 
out againſt ſeveral Knights, Gentlemen, and 
Others, by Name, who hadeſcap'd from the Bat- 
tles, That if they did not yield themſelves to the King's 
Mercy by ſuch a Day, they ſhould flaud attainted if 
High Treaſon, and incur the Pains of the ſame. 
Then an Act of Reſumption was paſs'd, 
whereby the King took into his Hands all Man- 
ner of Hereditaments belonging to the Crown, 
| the 
(#) This Sir Ralph Piercy is celebrated by all, or moſt of our 
Exgih Hiſtorians, for dying bravely-at this Battle, and with theſe 
Words in his Mouth, I have ſaved the Bird in my Breaft ; mean- 
ing the Oath that he had ſworn to King Herry. But, by the Bill 
of Attainder, it ſeems to appear that he had guilty of a Piece 
of Treachery, in delivering up two Caſtles, which he had been en- 
truſted with the keeping of by King Edward, And Hall, in his 
Chronicle confirms this, by ſaying that he forgot that he 


had before abandoned King Henry in his utmoſt Neceflity, and ſub- 


mitted himſelf to King Edward, Fol, . 
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the Principality of Males, the Duchies of Cern- King Edvard Iv. 


wal and Lancaſter, and the Earldom of Cheſter ; 
from the Feaſt of the Purification of our Lady laſt 
before, in ſuch Manner as he had, or ought to 
have had, on the 4th Day of March, in the firſt 
Year of his Reign ; any Letters Patents, or 
Grants, to the contrary notwithſtanding, And, 
that all Grants, Leaſes, &c. made by the King, 
before the ſaid Feaſt, of any Hereditaments be- 
longing to his Duchy of York, or Earldom of 
March, be alſo void; but with many Pro- 
yiſoes, 

The laſt Act of this Parliament, that we think 
proper to mention, is, That whereas the Sum 
of 32,831, J. was due to the Mayor and Com- 
pany of the Merchants of the Staple of Calais, 
the King, by the Authority of Parliament, in or- 
der to content them and diſcharge that Debt, aſ- 
figned them a Power to take a Yearly Rate out of 
the Subſidy on Wool, until full Payment be 
made. 

There were ſeveral Statutes made, in this and 
the preceding Seſſions of this long Parliament, 
for the Encouragement of the Woollen Manu- 
factory, and Trade in general; which the Reader, 
if he pleaſes, may find in the Szatute-Books ; 
it being needleſs here to take any further Notice 


of them. One Act or two, however, deſerves gumptuary Laws. 


mention, which was to reſtrain the exceſhve Va- 
nity then uſed in Dreſs or Apparel; which, not- 
withſtanding the Deſtruction and Miſery the Ci- 
vil Wars had occaſion'd, was grown to a very 
great Height. One Thing, in particular, was, 
the extravagant Way the People then had got of 
adorning their Feet. They wore the Beaks, or 
Pikes, of their Shoes ſo long, that it incumbred 
them in their Walking, and they were forced to 
tie them up to their Knees. The Gentlemen did 
it with Chains of Silver, or Silver gilt; and thoſe 
who could not afford to be at chat Charge, with 
Silk Laces. This ridiculous Faſhion had been in 
| X 4 ſore 
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King Edward IV. ſome Meaſure uſed, ever ſince Richard the IId's 


Edward marries 
the Lady Gray, 


Time; but theſe enormous Pikes were now, by 
AR of Parliament, curtailed to two Inches ; un- 
der a Penalty both to the Shoemaker and the 
Wearer (y). | 

Likewiſe, during one of theſe Seſſions of Par- 
liament, a Convocation met at London, in which 
the Clergy very willingly gave a Tenth to the 
Crown; in Acknowledgment for an extenſive 
Charter lately granted them. And here, a Com- 
plaint being made of the Violation of Sanctuaries, 
the utmoſt Cenſures of the Church were decreed 
againſt thoſe, who ſhould drag any Perſons out 
of Churches or other priviledg'd Places, and carry 


them to Priſon. There was, alſo, a Conſtitu- 


tion paſs'd, for the Regulation of the Clergy's 
Habits (z). 

After the Diſſolution of the laſt Parliament, we 
meet with no. other Summons for three Years ; 
during which Time Edward's Affaiis were again 
thrown into a very precarious Situation. The Earl 
of Warwick, his greateſt Friend, had been diſ- 

gracedin an Embaſly to the French King, to con- 
clude a Marriage between the King of England 
and his Siſter, whilſt Edward was actually con- 
ſummating one at Home, with a Widow Lady, 
and one of his own Subjects (a). The Earl, from 
a faſt Friend, became, on this, Edward's bittereſt 
Enemy; and returning to England, had the good 
Fortune, by Surprize, to take King Edward Pri- 
ſoner, and ſent him, as ſuch, to his le of Mid- 
dleham in Yorkſhire. Here, being ſlenderly guard- 
ed, the King found means to make his Eſcape ; 
and ſoon after drove the Earl of #arwick with 
the King's Brother George Duke of Clarence, who 
had alſo deſerted his Intereſt, out of the King- 
dom. But, returning ſoon after, with F my 

t 


(y) See Srarurzs AT Lazer, An. 4. Ed. NV. Cap. 7. 

(=) ColLtien's 111 Wy, = Vol. I. P. 680. 

(a) The Lady El: Gray, the Relict of Sir Jobn Gray, 
fin at the Battle of St. Alban's on King Henry's Side. She had 
been a Maid of Honour to Queen Margaret, and was herſelf crown - 
ed Queen of England, May, 26, 1465. 
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lent them by the French King, they reduced Ed- king Edward Iv. 
ward to ſuch an Extremity, that he, in his Turn, 
was forced to fly the 2. and Henry, be- 
ing releaſed from a long Confinement, was once 
more ſeated on the Throne. 
In the Interval of theſe Commotions, and vari- 
ous Turns of Fortune, we find that a Parliament 
was ſummoned, in the Year 1467, by Writs, 
dated at Weſtminſter, the 28th Day of February, 
to meet at the ſame Place, on the third Day of 
June following (5). George Duke of Clarence, 
and Richard Earl of Warwick and Sarum, are here 
both ſummoned as uſual. 
In the Preſence of the King, fitting on the 
Throne, in the Painted Chamber of the Palace of _ — 7. 
Maſtninſter, and of the Lords and Commons, At Weſtminſter, 
William (c), Biſhop of Lincoln, in the Abſence of 
George Archbiſhop of York, Chancellor of 
England, by the King's Command, declared the 
Cauſe of the Summons ; after which, he ordered 
the Commons to chuſe their Speaker, and preſent 
him as uſual. Accordingly, Sir Jobn Say Knight, 8 John Say cho. 
was preſented, and accepted by the King. ſen Speaker. 
After which, the King, with his own Mouth, 
made the following Oration to the Commons. 


John Say, and ye Sirs come to this my Court 
of Parliament for the Commons of this 


my Realm. 
E Cauſe why J have cald and ſummon⸗ Edward's Speech 
ed this my preſent Parliament, is, that * che Parliament. 
qarge m1 to live upon mine own, and not to 


rge my Dubjects but in great and urgent 
auſes, concerning more the Weale of them- 
ſelves, and alſo the Defence of them and of this 
my Realme, rather than mine owne Pleaſure, 
as heretofoze by Commons of this Lan hath 
beene done, and bozne unto my Progenitozs 
in time of need; wherein JJ truſt that pee, Sirs, 
and all the Commons of this my Land will be 
as 


(b) Dugdale places this Summons in the 6th of Edzverd IV. 
(e) A Miſtake again for Jobn Chedworth, 


King Edward IV. 
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as tender and kinde unto me in in ſuch cafes as 
heretotoze any Commons have been to any of 
my Progenitours. And fo2 the good Mill, 
Kindneſs, and true Rearts that pee have bozne, 
contmued, and ſhewed to me at all times hereto- 
foze, I thanke you as heartily as J can: Alſo 
I trult-yee will continue in time coming; fo2 
which by the Grace of God A halt be to you as 
good and gracious a King, and reigne as 
righteonfly upon pou as ever did any of my 
rogenitozs upon Commons of this mp 
calme-in Dapes paſt, and ſhall afſo in time 
of need apply my Pezſon foz the Meale and 
— — 0 — and of 1 — —5 — not 

azing my Body noz Life ſoz any Jeopar 
t might happen to the ſame (4). * 


An Act of Reſumption was paſſed, the ſame in 
Effect as the laſt Parliament; alſo another that the 
King ſhould for ever enjoy all ſuch Hereditaments 
as Richard Duke of Y:r+, poſſeſſed on the zoth 


Day of Decemler, Anno 39 Henty VI. any Grant 


© 


to the contrary notwithitanding (e). 

 Ritbard Welles, Lo:d Willoughby Son and Heir 
of (J) Leonard Ielles Lord Willoughby, was re- 
ſtored in Blood ti the ſa d Lord Leonard, and to 
all his Hereditaments, notwithſtanding the Attain- 
der made againſt the faid Leonard, Anno 1. Ed- 

ward IV. As was, alſo, Sir Thomas Treſbam, 
Knight, and his Attainder made void. | 
Theſe were all the Tranſactions of the firſt 
Seſſion of this Parliament; for, on the 5th Day 
of July, Robert (g) Biſhop of Bath and Mell, 
then Chancellor, in the Preſence of the King, 
Lords and Commons, firſt anſwercd certain Peti- 
tions 
(4) ow — 8 * 2 IV. — This * is 
en wvertos, m MIS , ft concermm _ 
2 1 I. 5 Acknowledgment 28 Part of k 


that he had no Right to impoſe at his own Will, and that the Sub- 
ject had a certain and diſtinct Property from that which was hs 


Vn. 
(e) The Day he was lain at the Battle of Wakeficld, 
Slain at the Battle of Jototon. 
(gz) Robert Stillington, LE Nevs's Fofti, Cc. 
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tions from the Lower Houſe, and then thanked King ETV. 


them in the King's Name, for the Statute of Re- 
ſumption; afſuring them, that the King had pro- 
vided for Calais; had taken the like Care for Ve- 
land and Wales; and further, that his Majeſty de- 
fired there might be a due Exccution of the Laws. 
After which, by the King's Command, he pro- 


rogued the Parliament from the ſame and 


Place, to the 6th of November next enſuing at 


Reading. And from thence, the ſaid Chancellor Anno Regni 3. 


again prorogued this Parliament, by the King's 
Command, from the ſaid 6th of November, to 
the 6th Day of May, at Reading aforeſaid. But 
they did not fit at that Place, for the Chancellor, 
at their next Meeting, adjourned them from the 
6th of May to the 12th of the ſame Month at 
Wiſftminſter. 

Theſe frequent Prorogations were owing to 


1468. 
At Reading, 


ed te 


the Unquietneſs of the Times, which were far Weſtminſter. 


from being ſettled as yet ; but, at this laſt Ad- 
journment, the Parliament ſat to do Bufineſs, and 
beſides paſſing ſeveral beneficial Acts for the fur- 
ther Encouragement of the W oollen Manufactures, 
Sc. ſome Subſidies were granted, which will be 
ſeen in their proper Place, For, five Days after 
this Meeting, the King ſent for the Commons, 
into the Houſe of Lords, when the Chancellor, by 
his Command, ſpoke to the whole Body to this 


Effect : 


« Firſt, he began with Juſtice, and inſtanc'd 
© the good Effects of the ſame. He next declar- 
© ed, that the three Eſtates comprebended the 
* Government of this Land ; the Preheminence 


© whereof was due to the King, as Chief, the 


* ſecond to the Biſhops and Lords, and the third 
© to the Commons.” | 

He then put them in Mind, in what poor E- 
© ſtate the King found the Crown; deſpoiled of 


the due Inheritance; waſted in its Treaſures ; 


# ik 


* the Laws wrecked ; and the whole, by the 
+ Uſurpation, in a Manner ſubverted. Add to 
this, 


— 
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King EdwardIV. * this, the Loſs of the Crown of France, the 


A Subſidy. | 


© Dutchies of Normandy, Gaſcoigny, and Guienne, 
the ancient Patrimony of the Crown of England 
© loſt alſo; and further, he found it involved 
© in a War with Denmark, Spain, Scotland, 
© Britany, and other Parts, and even with their 
old Enemy of France.” 

Then deſcending he told them, that the King 
© had appeaſed all Tumults within the Realm; 
and planted ſuch inward Peace, that Law and 
© Juſtice might be extended. That the King had 
made Peace with Scotland; that the Lord in- 
ters was negotiating a League with Spain and 
Denmark, ſo as to open a free Commerce with 
thoſe Countries. But, what was ſtill the great- 
eſt he had allied himſelf to the Dukes of Burgun- 
dy and Britany, two moſt power: ul Princes; in 
ſuch Sort as they had given the King the ſtrong- 
eſt Aſſurance of acting vigorouſly againſt France, 
for the recovering of that Kingdom, and other 
the King's Patrimonies ; of which, fince they 
made little doubt, the King thought proper not 
to omit ſuch an Opportunity, and ſuch a one as 
never happened before. And, that his Majeſty 
might ſee this Kingdom as glorious as any of 
his Predeceſſors ever did, he was ready to adven- 
ture his own Perſon in ſo juſt a Cauſe. Laſtly, 
he told them, that the King had called this Parlia- 
ment to make them acquainted with theſe Mat- 
ters, and to defire their Advice and Aſſiſtance.” 
The Anſwer the Commons made to this pithy 
Harangue, was, immediately, to grant a large 
Subſidy of two Tenths and two Fifteenths, to de 
levied on the Laity. Reſerving, only, 12,000 I. 
to be deducted out of it for the Relief of poor de- 
cayed Towns. , 

The Senate having thus liberally contributed to 
the Supplies of the State; the next Thing they 
went upon, was to confirm, by their Authority, 
the King's Patents granted to his new Queen 
Elizabeth, for eſtabliſhing her Dower, That = 

| art 
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| Part of the ſaid Dower, aſſigned to her by Letters gig Eduard Iv. 
Patents under the Seal of the Dutchy of L_ 
| ſhould be valid; tho? there be no Livery and Seiſin 
of the ſame : And that the Queen might perſon- 
ally plead and be impleaded in her own Name; 
to which are added the Names of the ſeveral Ma- 
nors and other Hereditaments, aſſigned to her Ma- 
jeſty, in the Dutchy of Lanca/ter, and elſewhere, 
under the Great Seal, which were all confirmed by 
Parliament. | | 
In Confideration of the Sum of 10,000 J. paid 
in Part of a greater Sum, due by the King, 
to Charles Duke of Burgundy (b), on the Mar- 
riage between the ſaid Duke and the Princeſs 
Margaret, the King's Siſter, by the Mayor and 
Company of the Staple of Calais; the King, by 
Letters Patents granted, that they ſhould be re- 
po out of the Subſidy on Wools ; which Letters 
atents were, by common Aſſent, confirmed. 
Many good Laws were made this Parliament, 
for the Encouragement of the Woollen Manufac- 
tories.&c, as is before mentioned; but we refer 
the Reader to the Statute Books, for more Infor- 
mation about them. One Thing in the Abridge- 
ment of the Records is remarkable enough, * That 
* a Bill was brought in this Parliament, whereby 
© all ſuch as ſhould rob any Church of any Pax, 
© Cope, Granel, Maſs-book, or any other 
© Trinket, (whereof, ſays William Prynne, the 
© whole Rabble is named,) ſhall be deemed a 
© Traytor, and be burned for the ſame ; and that 
© all ſuch Perſons ſhall be deprived of the Bene- 
© fit of their Clergy ; that an Appeal for Reſtitu- 
tion may, alſo, lie, and that all Juſtices of 
© Peace may enquire of the ſame,” The Pub- 
liſher remarks that by the Preamble to theſe Moti- 
ons, it ſeems that this Bill was made againſt the 
Lollards ; 
(b) This Charles, then Duke of B , was very nearly relat- 
8 
whom the had Habslls, Mother to this Clones * 
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King Edward IV. Lollards j but the King's Anſwer to. it was, L. 
Rai V aviſera. 

The Civil Wars, which had been carried on ſo 
long and with ſuch Fury by both Parties, were not 
Edward forced to yet at an End; for, ſoon after the Diſſolution of 
leave the King- this Parliament, Edward was obliged, for his own 
Safety, to leave the Kingdom. This happened 
in the Year 1470; and, in the Month of Oclo- 
ber, this Year, the Earl of Warwick releaſed 
King Henry from his Impriſonment, and he 
— VI. re- was once more reſtored to the Engl/h Crown. 
, However, we find that Writs of Summons, went 
out in King Edward's Name, dated at W:/tminſter, 
Auguſt, 10, [o. Edward IV.] for a Parliament to 
meet at York, September 22, following. But, a 
Stop was put to this Meeting by other Writs, dat- 
ed September 7th, the ſame Year; and the Rea- 
ſon of the Prohibition is given in the Body of 
the Inſtrument to be, becauſe the King was cer- 
taigly informed that Rebels, Enemies at Home, 
and Foreign Enemies, both from France and Scot- 
land, had entered this Kingdom in a hoſtile Man- 
ner, and with armed Force had actually invaded 

it, &. | | 
Hiſtorians (#) inform us that after the great 
Anno Regni 48. Earl of Tarwict had raiſed King Henry from a 
1470. Priſon to a Throne, from whence he was called, 
At Weſtminiter. 22g Setter up and Puller down of Kings, a Parlia- 
ment was called to meet at Weſtminſter, November, 
26, 1470. wherein nothing was denied which 
the prevailing Party thought fit to authorize. For 
Edward declared here King Edward was declared a Traitor to his 
wo be an Uſuper, Country; an Uſurper of the Crown; and had 
: all his Goods confiſcated ; the like Judgment paſ- 
ſed againſt his Brother Richard Duke of Glaceſler, 
5 and 
(i) ———Necd, certitudinaliter informamur, Rebelles, Ini mici et 
Adverſarii no ri, Regnorum —— et — — _— 
1 
Cotton hath given us the Names of the Peers ſummoned to this. 


Parliament. - = | * 
(4) Hall's Chron, Fol. cexi. Graftes's P. 691, and Labington 


in Kerns P. 446, 
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and all his Adherents; of whom, John Tiptoft Earl 
of Warcefler, Lord High Conſtable of England, and 
Lord Deputy of Ireland, was beheaded. All the 
Statutes made by King Edward were revoked ; 
all the Attainders, againſt the Earls of Oxford, Pem- 
broke, and many others, reverſed ; the Crowns of 
England and France, entailed on King Henry and 
his Heirs Male; and, for Want of ſuch, unto 
George Duke of Clarence and his Male Iſſue, and 
he was declared immediate Heir to his Father 
Richard Duke of York. Laſtly, the Earl of War- 
wick, was made Protector of the Kingdom, and 
Clarence his Son- in- Law join'd in Commiſſion 
with ole int 1 

An Hiſtorian of ſome Eminence ()), is very Rn i 
ſmart in his Remarks on the Act to entail the — "og 
Crown in the Manner aforeſaid; by which he ſays, 
the Earl of FYarwick ſhewed not only the Extent, 
but the Inſolency of his Greatneſs ; as if, adds 
he, the Title of the Kingdom appertained to 
them, who were neareſt in Alliance to him, not 
next in Blood to the Crown. This Author 
goes on and writes, For, if the Juſtice of Lan- 
caſter's Claim had the Preheminence for Want 
* of Iſſue in King Henry, why ſhould not the 
© Sovereignty fall to the Duke of Somerſet ? Or, 
© if that Line was crooked in reſpect of Baſtar- 
* dy, why not to the Houſe of Portugal, with- 
* out any Blemiſh, deſcending from Fohn of 
* Gauntf Or, if the Houſe of Yor had the bet- 
© ter Title, why was George Duke of Clarence 
© then ſet down but ſecond in the Entail? Or, 
if the Right was in Warwick himſelf, (for his 
* Power ordered and diſordered all) why was the 
* Kingdom to deſcend firſt of all to the young- 
er Daughter? But prepoſterous Ambition never 
* knew how to give an Account to Reaſon. 

It would be unpardonable, al ſo, to omit the 
Reflections of M. Rapin Thoyras, on the Con- 
duct of this Parliament, fince this, and ſeveral 
more ſuch, we have quoted from that Author, 

evidently 


King Henry VI. 


= 03” %. 
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King Henry VI. evidently ſhew, that he was no Friend to Parlia- 
mentary Proceedings. He writes, That the 

* contrary Reſolutions of Parliaments, in re- 

* gard to the Quarrel between the Houſes of 1or+ 

© and Lancaſter, clearly ſhew that theſe Aſſem- 
© blies acted not with Freedom, but were ſway- . 

© ed by the Events which happened before their 

< Deliberations. It is in vain to urge, therefore, 

© the Authority of Parliaments in Support of the 

© Rights of either Houſe. Their Determinations 

© are, properly, of no Force; ſince they had not 

© the Liberty to judge according to their Under- 

< ſtanding ; unleſs it is ſaid that their Underſtand- 

© ing directed them always to fide with the 

© ſtrongeſt.” And, upon the Act to entail the 

Crown, in Default of Heir Mate from Henry, 

on the Duke of Clarence, c. Our Author goes 

on and ſays, ©* That here would be a large Field, 
© to expatiate on the unlimited Authority of 

© Parliament, if this Statute had been made with 

© Freedom, and after mature Deliberation. But, 

< it is eaſy to ſee the little Freedom there was in 

© this Parliament, if it is conſidered, that this AR 

© was only a bare Confirmation of the Earl of 

* Warwick's Engagements. Moreover, out of 

© pure Condeſcenſion for the Earl, or rather by 

* his Direction, and contrary to the Laws and 

s Cuſtoms of the Realm, it was not ſcrupled to 

« deprive the Daughters of the Houſe of Lanca/- 

© ter, of a Right enjoyed by the Princeſles of the 

© Royal Family, ever fince the Norman Con- 

queſt.” Thus adds he, By a haſty Reſolution, 
was eſtabliſhed in England a kind of Salic Law, 
which the Engliſb had ſo much cenſur'd and de- 
rided, when Edward III. and Philip de Valais, 
© were contending for the Crown of France, 
And, beſides, this Parliament manifeſtly ſup- 
© poſed Henry's Inability, and confidered him 
© only as the Shadow of a King, by conſti- 
* tuting the Duke of Clarence and the Earl of 
* Harwick joint Governors of the — 
3 hat 
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What we can pick up elſe, relating to the Pro- King Henry VI. 


ceedings of this Parliament, is from an old Chro- 
nicle (a) which informs us, that it began at Ve- 
minſter at the Time aforeſaid, and from thence 
was adjourn'd to St. Paul's Church, London, where 
it continu'd till Chri//mas. That an Alderman 
of the ſaid City, call'd Sir Thomas Cook, who had 
been tried for Treaſon, Anno 7. Edward IV. and 
acquitted ; but for Miſpriſion had been impriſon- 
ed, ſeverely fined, and otherways ill us'd ; now 
exhibited a Bill of Complaint, in the Houſe of 
Commons, againſt the Lord Rivers and others, 
who had been the occaſion of his Troubles. He 
petition'd the Houſe that he might be repaid his 
Loſs and Damage, out of the ſaid Lord's Eſtate, 
to the Value of 22,000 Marks. It is likely, adds 
our Hiſtorian, that it would have been granted to 
him, if King Henry's Aﬀairs had proſper'd ; for, 
this Sir Thomas Cook, vias a Member of the Houſe 
of Commons; a good Speaker, of great Boldneſs 
and Vivacity of Wit. But he had better have 
been quiet, for he ſmarted much worſe for it af- 
terwards. | 
We have been more Careful to collect what 
Hiſtorians have left us concerning the Proceedings 
of this Parliament, fince there is not one Word 
of all this Matter on Record. Probably, if theſe 
Proceedings were entered on the Rolls, Edward, 
who ſoon after was reſtored, cauſed them to be 
eraſed and abrogated. Dugdale, indeed, hath 
2 us the Summons to this Parliament, the 
ate of which is Anno 49, Henry VI. [9g & 
10 Regis Edward IV. ] wherein the firſt Writ to 
the Peers is directed to Henry's moſt dear Coufin 
George Duke of Clarence, who had then revolted 
from his own Family ; but there is no Mention 
at all of it in the Abridgment of the Records. 
However, this Dream of Regal Power in Henry 
laſted but a ſmall Time (5) ; for the Fugitive 


Vor. II. Y Edward 

(a) Fabian's Chron, Fol. 219. 
(b) The Acts of State which are in the Fad. Ang. make it ap- 
pear by their Dates, that Henry's reinſtated Regal Power laſted 4 
Mo 
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| vi. having gained ſome Aids from his Brother in 
Law, the Duke of Burgundy, and being promiſed 
more in England, landed at Ravenſburg in York- 

ſhire. At his firſt Arrival, he ſeem'd to lay aſide 


his Claim to the Crown; pretending only to his. 


Rights as Duke of Yor#; but, having pofleſs'd 

Edward returns. himſelf of that Ir; and got his Friends about him, 
he ſoon threw off that Maſk, and marching for- 
ward, with a now powerful Army, was met and 
joined by his Brother the Duke of Clarence, with 
a very conſiderable Reinforcement. 

Eduard, being now ſtrong enough to cope 
with his Enemy the Earl of Warwick, marched 
on directly for London; and at his Approach the 
Citizens open'd their Gates to him ; the. Earl of 
Warwick was not there, but peaceable Henry fell 
once more into his Enemies Hands. The Earl, 
however, was advancing towards London, with a 

The Battle of powerful Army, againſt whom the warlike Ed- 
Barnet. ward oppos'd himſelf ; and, at Barnet their Ar- 
mies meeting, a dreadful Battle enſued ; where, 

at firſt, Warwick's good Fortune in War gave 

him great Hopes of a compleat Victory; but, by 

Henry again tak- 2 fatal Miſtake amongſt his own Men, the Day 
en Prifoner, and was changed, and Edward was victorious, with 
Edward reſtor d. the Death of the Earl of J/arwick, and the Mar- 
_ of Montacute his Brother; ten Thouſand 

»gliſhmen more, falling, on both Sides, at that 

Another Battle Battle. In a few Weeks after this, another Bat- 
at Tewksbury. tle was fought at Tewkeſbury, between King Ed- 
ward and the martial Queen Margaret, where 

the Heroine was, alſo, defeated ; her Son Prince 

Edward made a Priſoner and deſtroyed ; all the 

Nobility and Gentry with her taken or ſlain, and 

her whole Army cut to Pieces. This Victory 

Henry's Death, Was ſoon after followed by the Death of the pious 
Henry; ſaid to have been murdered in the Tower, 

by the Hands of Richard Duke of Glonceſter, King 

Edward's Brother. And thus dying as it were, 


the 
ly from about O. the gth, to the 27th of March, Several of 
which Acts are ſaid to be done Auc ToRLTATE PARLIAMENT! 
Rymer s F. ad, Ang. Tem. XI. n 
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the like Death as King Richard, proves that King Edward IV 
Scripture-Maxim true, That God viſits the Sins of 
the Fathers on the Children, even, unto the third 
and fourth Generation. | 

he grim King of Terrors having thus ſatiated 
himſelf with the Blood of ſo many Princes and 
common Men, a while laid down his deadly 
Scithe, and England enjoyed a profound State of 
Tranquility. But, it was not till the Year 1472, 
and the 12th of this King, that we meet with 
any more Parliaments ; when Writs of Summons 
were iflued out, dated at Veſiminſter the ninth 
Day of Auguſt, for a Parliament to meet at the. 
ſame Place on the ſixth of O9er following ; a 
Liſt of the Peers, at the End of the late deſtruc- 
tive Civil War, may not be improper in this 
Place (c). a 


The King to his moft dear Brother George Duke «of 
Clarence, Ce. 
Richard Duke of Gl- Fohn Earl of Viliſbire, — — 
ceſter, h Lord Grey/lock, ward's Reftora- 
fo Duke of Norfolk, Thomas Lord Scrope, of tion. 
ahn Duke of Suffolk, Maſbam, 
iliam Earl of Arun- Jebn Lord Beauchamp, 
dele, ohn Lord Audley, 
Henry Earl of Eſſex, Edward Newle, Lord 
Edmund Earl of Kent, Bergavenny, 
Ralph Earl of W:ftmore- Reginald Lord Grey, of 


land, Wilton, 
Henry Earl of Northum- Fohn Lord Strange, 
berland, Henry Lord Grey, 


Anthony Earl Ryvers, ohn Lord Hnward, 
Jobn Earl of Shrew/- Richard Lord Weſt, 


bury, 
Y 2 Walter 


(e) We find, in the Public As, that Edward aſſembled as ma- 
ny of the Lords Spiritual, and hay v6 , as were in or near London, 
in the Parliament Chamber at #:/tminfler, July 3. Anno 1471. 
At this Meeting, a formal Oath was propoſed to them, to ſwear 
Fealty to his Son Prince Edward, as his Heir apparent; which 
was taken and ſubſcribed by the two Archbiſhops, eight Biſhops, 
and all the Temporal Lords and Knights there preſent. 

Ferd. Ang. Tom, XL P. 714. 


King Edward IV. 
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Walter Devereux Lord alter Blount Lord 
Ferrers, Mount joy 

Richard Lord Scrope, William = Stourton, 
of Bolton, John Bourghchier Lord 

Ralph Boteler Lord Sud- Berners, 
l Full Bourghthier Lord 


Y 
Thimas Lord Lumley, Fitz Waryn, 
Thomas Lord Stanley, John Sutton Lord Dud- 


Richard Fenys Lord Da- ley, 


cre, William Lord Haſtings, 
John Broke Lord Cob- William Lord Berkeley, 
ham, John Lord Dynham, ; 


® Ten Judges by Name are alſo ſummoned. 


Anno Regni 12 
1472. 
At Weſtminſter, 


William 1 
ton, Eſq; cho 
Speaker, 


A fingular Sort 
of Tax 


This Parliament being aſſembled, as aforeſaid, 
before the King in the Painted Chamber at + 72 
min/ler, Robert, Biſhop of Bath and Wells, then 
Chancellor, opened the Cauſe of their Meeting; 
after which he directed the Commons, as uſual, 
to chooſe and preſent their Speaker : And William 
Allington, Eſq; was choſen, preſented, and ac- 
cepted by the King for that Purpoſe. A 

The firſt Thing we find that the Commons 
went upon was the Supply; and 14,000 Archers 
were voted, to ſerve the King at their Coſts, for 
one Vear; the ſame to be levied according to a 
Proportion. out of. all Lands and Tenements. 
The Lords Spiritual and Temporal did, alſo, tax 
themſelves, by Way of Grant ynto the King, 
towards furniſhing the Forces aforeſaid, the tenth 
Part of one whole Year's Revenue of all and lin- 
gular their Lands and Poſſeſſions. 

The Commons then, by a long Proteſtation de- 
livered to the King and Lords, required that the 
Statutes made againſt Riots, Maintenancies, Op- 
preſſions, and for regulating Labourers, may be 
executed. And the ſame Day, viz. Nov. 30th, 
the Biſhop of Rocheſter, by the King's Command, 
rezurned Thanks to the Commons for their Grant, | 


and prorogued the Parliament from the ſame Day 
to 


Wann:! 
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to the 8th of February next enſuing, at 1/o/imin- king Eduard IV. 


. 

At this Seſſion the King's Letters Patents for 
creating Edward, his firſt begotten Son, Prince 
of Wales and Earl of Cheſter, were confirmed by 
Parliament; , likewiſe the King's Letters Patents 
for granting and delivering to the young Prince 
the Hereditaments and other Appurtenances be- 
longing to the ſaid Principality and to the Dutchy 
of Cornwall, was, by the ſame Authority, con- 


Edward creates 


firmed. This Prince was then about two Years bis eldeſt Son 
old, the Queen having been deliver'd of him, in Prince of Wales, 


the Sanctuary at Wetminfler, whilſt the King was 
an Exile, 

Next follow ſeveral Acts of Mercy in reverſ- 
ing the Attainders of divers Perſons, amorgft 
whom Sir Henry Percie, Knight, as he is there 
ſtiled, Son and Heir to Henry late Earl of Nor- 
thumberland (d), was reſtored, in Blood, to the 
aid Earldom, and to all ſuch Hereditaments as 
came into the King's Hands, March z, Anne 9, 
Edward IY. and the Attainder made againſt the 
faid Earl Anno 1, Edward IV. was made void. 
The Reader may obſerve that this Earl was ſum- 
mon'd to this very Parliament. 

Ralph Nevile, Son and Heir to John late Lord 
Nevile ; Sir Henry Ras, Knight, late Lord 
Roos of Hamlake (e); and ſeveral more there na- 
med, have their Attainders reverſed,, and are re- 
ſtored to their Honours and Poſſeſſions. 

We find that this Parliament continued fitting 
till the 8th Day of April, Anno 13, Edward IV. 
when the Commons granted the King one Tenth 
and one Fifteenth, reſerving out of it Goool. to 
be diſtributed to certain decay'd Towns. And, 
it was ordained that the Money ariſing from the 


Tenths given by the Lords in the firſt Seſſion of 


this Parliament, be paid into the Hands of the 


Treaſurer of England. Alſo, in Conſideration 


of 23,0001, due by the King to the Mayor and 
. Merchants 
(4) Jain at the Battle of Tam ton on the Lawcaſtriav Side. 
(c) U-lmſlcy in Yariforre, 


Ec. 


Several Attaine 
ders reverse d. 


KingEdwardTV. 
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Merchants of the Staple at Calais, the K ing 
by a long Act granted to them a Fifteenth, in 
like Manner as in the Parliament of the 7th of 
Edward IV. of 

An Hiſtorian writes, That for Relief of the 
© King's great Neceſſity, a full Subſidy was grant- 
© ed; for all his mighty Fortunes ſerved, only, 
© toreward the Multitude of his Adherents ; and 
© in Recompence of the Subfidy he granted them a 
< general Pardon. And indeed, by that he liberally 
© repaid them ; for, by the late Civil Wars, the 
© Lapſe into T reaſon was ſo univerſal, that ſcarce 
© any Eſtate could be fafe if Licence was given 
© to Informers, the Cormorants of a Common- 
© wealth, who ſwallow much Hut never grow 
fat; and leaſt of all advance what they moſt 
pretend, the King's Benefit (/). 

Several more Perſons, by Name, are now re- 
ſtored in Blood to their Lands and Poſſeſſions, for- 
feited by Attainders; amongſt whom the princi- 
pal was Sir Humphrey Dacres, Son of Thomas 
Dacres, and Brother to Ralph, late Lord Da- 
cres, ſlain at the Battle of T:wten (g), who was 
Son and Heir to the aforeſaid Thomas; and all 
the ſeveral Attainders againſt the ſaid Ralph 
and Humphrey were made void. And, 

On the 8th Day of April aforeſaid, the Chan- 
cellor, after giving Thanks to the Commons for 
the Subfidy, by the King's Command prorogued 
the Parliament ta the 6th of Odober following. 
But, before they parted it was agreed and ordained, 
That the King, on any urgent Occaſion which 
© required their Attendance, might call and re- 
© aſſemble the ſaid Parliament, giving only, by 
* Proclamation, twenty Days Notice.” 

Habington in Kennet, p. A 


3 5p · 409 | 
(g) He was buried in Saxton Church Yard, where a Graveſtone 
was laid over him with this Inſcription ; 

Hic jacet Ranulphus Dominus de Dakre et Miles, et occi ſin 
erat in Bello, Principe Henrico Sexto, Anno Dom. M. CCCC.LXI. 
XXI Die Marti, videlicet, Dominica Die Palmarum. Cajus A- 
auc tietur Deus, Amen, 

RAKE's Antiquities of Vork; Fol, Lond, 1736. p. 111. 
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In the firſt Seſſion of this Parliament, a Nob'e- King Edward VI, 


man call'd Lewis De Bruges, a Netherlander, 


Lord of Gruthuſe, and Prince of Steinhuſe, came L. De Bruges, a 
Netherlander, 


with all Demonſtrations of Friendſhip. And, — — 8 


over into England, and was receiv'd by the King 


on the 13th of Oclober, in the Houſe of Lords, 
was created Earl of Wincheſter ; receiving, with 
the Title, the ancient Arms of Roger de Quinq, 
formerly Earl of the ſame Place ; with an Addi- 
tion of the Arms of England, in a Canton. The 
Reaſon of this ſo extraordinary a Favour confer- 
red upon a Stranger, ſays an Hiſtorian, was the 
great Reſpect this Nobleman ſhewed to Edward, 
when he was forced to fly his Country by the 
prevailing Power of the Earl of Marwick, and 
ſeek Protection from the Duke of Burgundy. 
This Nobleman, being of that Country, did his 
utmoſt to comfort the King, then diſtracted by 
his many Affliftions (5). 


At the Time appointed, viz. O#. 6, this Par- A (ond Sefiou, 


lament met again, and continued fitting from 
Day to Day, to the 13th of December following. 
During which Time ſome more Attainders were 
revers'd ; and a Suit, or Contention at Law, was 
terminated between the King with the Engl; 
Merchants, of one Side, and the Merchants of 
the Hans Towns, in Germany, or the Stilliards, 
on the other Party, and a free Intercourſe between 
theſe Countries and Merchants was ſettled for ever. 


Ihe King alio confirmed to the ſaid Foreign 


Merchants, of the Stilliards, their old Liberties, 
granted to all Foreign Merchants, of every Coun- 
uy by Name, by King Edward I. but afterwards 
particularly, to theſe Merchants of the &illiards, 
by King Edward II. wherein is to be noted the 
Cuſtoms they were then rated at, and the King's 
(31ant not to raiſe the ſame, all which was con- 
iirmed by this Parliament (i). 


Y 4 A 
(% Habington ut ſupra, 450. Philip de Commines, Liv. 3. Cap. 5. 


(i) This Inſtrument of a very great Length, is printed in the 
Pblick As, Tom XI. p. 793, Ge. 
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King Edward IV. A new Act of Reſumption was, alſo, made, 
whereby the King took into his Hands all the He- 
reditaments of the Crown, with the Duchies of 
Lancafler and York, from the Feaſt of St. Thomas 
in the Year 1473, and of which the King was 
ſeiſed March 4th, Anno Regni 1. or what came 
into the King's Hands ſince, by Attainder or o- 
therwiſe. And, a ſpecial Commiſſion was given 
to the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaſter, for 
aſſuring the Payment of certain of the King's 
Debts granted out of the ſaid Duchy, under the 
Seal of that Office. In this is a Number of 
Proviſions, particularly one, that the ſame ſhould 
not prejudice the Corporation, Unicn, and An- 
nexation of the Duchy of Lancaſter and County 
Palatine, nor the Officers nor Tenants of thoſe 
Diſtricts. Several Proviſions, were alſo made 
to particular People, by Name, in this Commiſ- 
ſton ; amongſt which, ſays the Abridger, we muſt 
not forget one Proviſion, for Mother Cobb, Mid- 
wife to Elizabeth, the King's beſt beloy'd Wife, 
and Queen of England. 

On the 13th of December the Biſhop of Dur- 
ham, then Chancellor of England, in the Preſence 
of the King, Lords and Commons, after giving 
Thanks, on the King's Behalf and by his Com- 
mand, to the three Eſtates, prorogu'd this Parlia- 
ment, once more, to the zoth of January, next 
coming, at Weſtlmis/ter. 

We learn that this Parliament again aſſembled 

on the Day aforeſaid, and continu'd to fit till the 

The Parliament firſt of February; when the faid Biſhop of Dur- 
ee — ham, as Chancellor, call'd the Commons before 
= and are again the King and told them, That they were then 
prorogu d. aſſembled to conſult which Way the King 
might proceed in the Wars; but, becauſe his 

Majeſty had yet heard nothing from his Brother 

the Duke of Burgundy, relating to that Affair, 

whereon much depended; it was the King's 

Command that this Parliament ſhould be pro- 


rogu'd 


A new Act of 
Reſumption. 


* 


R 


1 


fy a 


ttt. it ̃ att. Alte. ee ME. 
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© rogu'd from the ſaid Day, to the ninth Day of King Edward IV. 
May enſuing,” 

At the Time appointed by the laſt Prorogation Anno Regni 14. 
this ſame Parliament met again at Je/tminſter ; 1474. 
and now, by the common Conſent, the ing** 8 
granted to his Brother George Duke of Clarence 
and 1/abel his Wife, and to his other Brother 
Richard Duke of Glocefler and Aus his Wife, 

Daughter and Heir to Richard Nevile, late Earl Grants, in this 

of Warwick, and Daughters and Heirs apparent nel Haft 4 

to Ann Counteſs of Marwick, * That they ſhall Clarence and 

enjoy to them, and the Heirs of their ſaid Glocefter, the 

© Wives, all the Hereditaments, belonging to Nins“ 

© the faid Ann, in ſuch wiſe as if the ſaid Ann 

© was naturally dead ; and that their ſaid Wives 

© ſhould be of Blood to the ſaid Ann and enjoy all 

* Benefits accordingly, ſhe being, for ever, barred 

© from claiming the ſame (4). Alſo that both the 

© ſaid Dukes and likewiſe their Wives, and the 

* Heirs of both, may make Partition of the Pre- 

© miſles to ſtand good in Law; and that the ſaid 

© Dukes or either of them, overliving his Wife, 

* ſhall during his Life enjoy her Property. That 

© all Alterations, Diſcontinuances, Charges and In- 

* cumbrances, ſuffered by either of the ſaid Dukes 

© or their Wives, to debar the other of the ſaid 

* Pur-parties, ſhall be utterly void. Moreover, 

* that if the ſaid Duke of Gloce/fer be at any Time 

© hereafter divorced from the ſaid Ann his Wite, 

© and ſuffer any ſuch Incumbrance as above, 

© that it ſhall be void. And further, that if the 

© ſaid Duke Richard, upon ſuch Divorce, doth 
his 

(A) This Lady was Arn the Daughter and Heir of Richard Bau- 
champ, Farl of Warwick, and married to Richard Newile, eldeſt 
Son to the Earl of Sal/;/6ury, who had the Title of Earl of Warw:ck 
given him by Patent of Henry VI. in the Right of his Wife. She 
had only two Daughters by the ſaid Earl, Iſabel and Ann; the firſt 
was married to George Duke of Ularence, and the other to Edzward 
Prince of Wale:, Son to Henry VI. and after his Death to his Mur. 
derer Richard Duke of Glccefter ; who, as is ſaid, diſpatch'd her 


alſo, by Poiſon, to make Way for his intended Match with his 
Brother King Edward's Daughter. 


Ducpals's Barenage Vol, I, Page 307. 
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King Edward IV. © his uttermoſt to be reconciled, during his Wife's 
=” Life, that then after the Death of his aid Wife, 
© he ſhall enjoy her Purparty.“ 
The Effect of the Grant made to the Mayor 
and Company of the Staple at Calais, Anno Iz, 
Edward IV. was in a Manner recited ; and, it 
was further enacted, That the ſaid Mayor, dur- 
© ing the Term there mention'd, ſhall pay 1000 
© Marks for the Fees and Rewards of the King's 
Judges, Serjeants and Attornies.“ 
The Parliament This Seſſion only continued to the 28th of 
rt Tim, May, when the Biſhop of Lincoln (), as Chan- 
cellor, in the Preſence of the K ing and the three 
Eftates, prorogued the Parliament to the 6th Day 
meet again Of June next enſuing. At which Time, befides 
They San, 
and grant a Sub- reverſing the Attainders of a few more Gentle- 
bay. men, and ſome other Acts on eee Affairs, a 
Subſidy was granted by the Commons to the 
King of one Tenth and one Fifteenth; Allo, 
51, 117 J. 45. 7d. id. as full Payment for the 
Wages of 14, ooo Archers granted before; and 
for the raiſing of this, every County, City, and 
Town was ſeverally taxed. And on Juh 18th, 
the aforeſaid Chancellor, by the King's Command 
prorogued the Parliament to the 23d Day of Fe- 
bruary, next enſuing, at We/tminfier. 
The fame Parlia= This Parliament being again aſſembled, on the 
ment meets after ſaid Day, which was till in the 14th of this 
n. King, an Ordinance was immediately made by 
them for the ſpeedy levying the Tenth, on all Re- 
venues, granted in the 12th Year of this Reign. 
An Act was made this Seſſion for appointing 
Thomas Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and ſeveral o- 
thers, Feoffees in Truſt, for ſundry Heredita- 
ments in the Duchy of Lancaſter, to the Perfor- 
mance of the King's laſt Will and Teſtament, 
Sc. 

The Houſe called the Style- Houſe, otherwiſe 
the Stilliard, in the Pariſh of Allballows in Lon- 
don, was by Authority of Parliament aſſigned to the 

- Merchants 

(1) Thomas Rotheram, afterwards txanſlated to York, LI Nzvs': 

Faſti Ecc. Ang. 
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Merchants of the Hans Towns, and to their Suc- King Edward Iv. 


ceflors for ever, together with other Tenements 
to the ſame belonging, yielding Yearly to the 
Mayor of London 70 l. and ſome other Out- 
Payment. 

On the Petition of Richard Duke of — * 
the King would not attaint Jobn Neviie late Mar- 
queſs of Montacute, ſlain in the Battle, near Bar- 
net; but, 3 of Parliament, he gave 
to the ſaid Duke, and to the Heirs of his Body, 
lawfully begotten, ſeveral Honours, Baronies, 
Caftles, Manors, and other Hereditaments, which 
belonged to Richard Nevile, late Earl of Yarwick, 
And, by the ſame Authority, the King gave to 
George Duke of Clarence, ſeveral other Manors, 
Sc. in Eſſex, with the Mankon- Houſe, in Lon- 
don, called the Harbor, late belonging to the ſaid 
Earl. Likewiſe, in Exchange for the Manor and 
Wapontake of Cheſterfield and Scarſdale, in the 
County of Derby, and the Manor of Buſy in 
Her for dfhire, allotted to Richard Duke of Glo- 
cefler and Anne his Wife, the King gave to the 
faid Duke and Anne, in Fee, the Manor of Cot- 
tingham in the County of York, with the Advow- 
ſon of the ſame, which late belonged to Richard 
late Duke of York, the King's Father, together 
with the Town and Caſtle of Scardeburgh, with 
the Fee- Farm of the ſame, and other Liber- 
ties. 

Several other Manors are mentioned in the 
Records, as granted to the Duke of Clarence, in 
Devonſhire and Somerſeiſbire, &c. all which were 
Parcels of forfeited Eſtates, which at this time muſt 
greatly increaſe the Revenues of the Royal Fa- 
mily. 


The whole Buſineſs of this laſt Seſſion of the numerous At- 


Parliament ſeems, by the Records, to be taken up tainders, Revo» 
cations of Attain- 


ders, Grants, 


with Attainders, and revoking Attainders, Grants 
of forteited Eſtates, &c. the fatal Conſequences gc. 
of Civil Wars; but it would be too tedious to 
mention any more of them, However, we find 

that 
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King Edward IV. that in the Statute Books are ſeveral Acts, made 


for the Pablick Good, in the different Seſſions of 
this long Parliament, to which we muſt alfo refer ; 
and ſhall only obſerye, that before the Diſſolu- 
tion thereof, the Commons made another 


Another Subbiy. Grant to the King of one Tenth, and one Fif- 


ment diſſolv d. 


A large Subſidy; 


feenth, with a Third of each of them. Which 
Grant being read, and agreed to by the Lords, 
the Lord Chancellor, on the 14th Day of March, 


This long Parlia- Anno Regni 15. (mn) by the King's Command, re- 


turned Thanks to the three Eſtates, and diflolved 

the Parliument. © 
We have not in the Courſe of theſe Enquiries, 
hitherto, met with a Parlizment of ſo long a Du- 
ration'; they having fat, with the ſeveral Proro- 
gations, near two Years and a half. During 
which The Hi/tory of Croyland takes notice, that 
no leſs than three ſeveral Lord Chancellors prefid- 
ed. The firſt, adds that Authority, was Rebert 
[S:i/ngton] Biſhop of Bath, who did nothing but 
by the Advice of his Diſciple John [ Alcock] Biſhop 
of Worceſter ; the next was Lawrence ¶ Boothe] 
Biſhop of Durham, who tired himſelf with do- 
ing juſt nothing at all ; and the third was T homas 
{ Rotheram}] Biſhop of Lincoln, who did all, and 
brought every thing to a happy Concluſion. | 
The aforeſaid Authority (a), cotemporary with 
theſe Times, goes on and tells us, * That the 
King made it his utmoſt Study, in this Parlia- 
© ment, to incite and animate the Lords and 
Commons, to conſent to a War with France. 
© And, that many elegant Speeches, as well on 
the State of the Nation, as on Foreign Affairs, 
particularly in regard of the Duke of Burgundy, 
Vwere made in open Parliament. At laſt, every 
one agreed with his Majeſty's Wiſhes, and ap- 
© plauding greatly the royal Propoſal, many 
* Tenths and Fifteenths were granted; ſeparately, 
© as 


(m) The Abridgement has it Anno Reger 14. but it muſt be a 
Mittake, for Edward IV. began his Reign on the 4th of AZ7arch. 
(z) HisT, CaovyL. Continuatio 657, 558. 
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© as the Matter required, in the Convocation of King Edward IV. 
the Clergy and Aſſembly of the Laity, who 
© both intereſted themſelves in making theſe Con- 
« ceſſions 3 beſides charging their Hereditary 
Poſſeſſions and immoveable Goods, freely, with 
another Tenth to ſuſtain the Expences of the 
War. Neither did all theſe Burthens on the And a new Impo- 


People ſeem ſufficient. For a new, and a yet fon, call'd a, 


© unheard-of Impoſition (0) was aſked, called a 7 


© BENEVOLENCE, whereby, every one might a War againſt 
© give what they would, or rather, what they France. 
would not. The Money raiſed by all theſe 

Ways and Means, amounted to fo vaſt a Sum, 

as, adds the Monk by way of Prophecy, no doubt 

© the like was never ſeen before; nor, in all prob- 

© ability, ever will be ſeen again.” 

Hall, in his Chronicle, hath given us the Man- 
ner by which this new Device of a Benevolence 
was collected; which was begun the Year after 
the laſt Subſidy was granted (p). The King, 
he ſays, cauſed his Officers to bring before him, 
one after another, the richeſt and moſt ſubſtantial 
Citizens, and to them he explained the Cauſe, 
Purpoſe, and the Neceſſity of the War, begun 
with France, and the Weakneſs of his Treaſury 
to carry it on. Requiring them by the Love and 
Regard they owed their natural Prince, out of 
Gratitude and Kindneſs to him,. that they would 
give him freely ſome Aid in Money, towards the 
Maintenance of the War and Army. What 
ſhould I fay more, adds our Author? This In- 
vention had its Effet. Some calling to Remem- 
brance the Benefits received from him ; ſome 
with Shame, and ſome with Fear, moved and 
encouraged, gave liberally of their Money ; which 
could not have been otherways obtained without 

much 


(o) In the ſecond Year of his Reign he ſent out Letters, under 
the Privy Seal, to aſk ſuch a Contribution as this, to help him to 
raile Forces againſt the Scots, coming in with King Henry, which 
was liberally granted, STow x's Chran, 416. 

R (2) Hauz's Chronicle, Fol, CC. XXVII. Copied by Ga Ar T. 
« 719, | 


3 


\ 
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King Edward IV. much Grudging and Reluctancy (p). Our Hi- 


Which proves 


ſtorian goes on and tells us a pleaſant Story, which 
happened by this way of gathering the Benevo- 
lence, The King had called before him a Widow 
Gentlewoman, much abounding in Wealth, and 
ly ſtricken in Years ; of whom, he only de- 
manded what ſhe would freely give him, towards 
the Support of his great Charges? By my Trotb, 
quoth the old Lady, for the ſake. of thy lovely 
Countenance, thou ſbalt have Twenty Pounds. The 
King, expecting ſcarce half that Sum, thanked 
her, and gave her a loving Kiſs. Whether the 
Flavour of his Breath, adds Hall, did ſo warm her 
old Heart, or ſhe eſteemed the Kiſs of a King fo 
precious a Jewel, ſhe ſwore directly, that he 
ſhould have T wenty Pounds more ? Which, ſhe 
as willingly paid as offered (g). | 
But, leave we this new Way of raifing Money, 
which, by all we can find, was only practiſed on 
the richeſt Citizens of London, and not carried 
thro? the Nation : Let us ſee what the King did 
with his Riches, and how they were employed 
abroad. Edward embarked with his Forces, and 
landed at Calais, where he was joined by the 
Duke of Burgundy, who had invited him to this 
War; but with ſo poor a Reinforcement, that 
| Edward 
FAB1AN writes, that the Mayor of London for his Part gave 
I. each of the Aldermen XX Marks; the Commonere, ſingly, 
gave him the Wages of half a Man for a Year, which amounted 
to iv I. xis. iid. Cxaon. Fol, CC. XXII. 

() A Story, ſomewhat applicable to this, — — — a 
Ponefretein Yorkſhire, in the Year of King Charles 11d's Reſtora- 
tion, It was then thought proper, to ſupply the preſent Neceflities 
of the King and State, to ſend Officers about the Kingdom, to 
collect what Money each Perſon would freely contribute on that 
Occafion ; and which was, alſo, call'd a Bexnxvo.zncs. The 
Collectors came to the Houſe of an old Lady, who then liv'd in 
the Town aforeſaid, and having told her their Errand, Alaſs ! Alaſs!' 
ſaid the, © A poor King indeed, to go a begying the firſt Year of his 
© Reign ! but ftay, I will beſtow ſomething cn him ;. and, telling 
them out ten broad Pieces, Here, ſays ſhe, take thoſe.” The 
Officers were going away, very thankful for what they had got; 
Hold,“ ſays the old Lady, © Here are ten more, to bear the 
* the other; ang then, perhaps, ſome of them may 
"6 im. 
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Edward thinking himſelf lighted, and fearing King Edward Iv. 
ſome Treachery, haſtily- concluded a Peace with 
the French King ; and the whole ended in an In- 4 m_ — 
terview between the two Kings, which was per- An dtcbüge⸗ 
formed at Piguigny, with great Ceremony and the Nation. 
Magnificence. 
But, the Nation was no Ways pleaſed with 
this Piece of Pageantry; the Money which had 
been ſqueezed, as it were out of every one's Purſes, 
was given and granted for a quite different Pur- 
ſe than to be ſpent in a pompous Parade. A 
ar with France, on the old Quarrel, was what 
all wiſhed for; and it was with great Difficulty, 
that Edward prevented his chief Miniſters from 
being call'd to an Account, at his Return ; being 
greatly ſuſpected that they had been touched with 
French Gold, in order to adviſe him to conſent 
to a. Peace (r). An Hiſtorian remarks, That 
« ſurely, there is ſome in-born Malice, rancoring 
in the Genius of our Nation, againſt the 
« French; the Saxon Government having once 
© received a final Overthrow from them, in the 
_ © Conqueſt of Duke William. Or elſe, it would 
© be a Wonder why the Engl were never ſpar- 
© ing of their Lives or Treaſure, when any War 
© was to be advanc'd againſt the French (5).” 
The King was in his Nature ſo liberal to thoſe 
who had any Ways befriended him, that he ſoon 
got quit of all the Treaſure that was left after his 
French Expedition. And, knowing well the Fickle- 
neſs of the Nation; how prone they were to raiſe 
J — — how fond of Novelties g he 
durſt not call a Parliament to lay on any new Sub- e Me- 
fidy, but took other very different Ways to reſtore 0 fate 
his Treaſury. Under the Force of a Statute, — _— 
which had been paſſed in Parliament, he firſt took nt N 
into his own Hands all the Revenues of the Crown, 


to 
(r) Philip de Commines expreſsly fays, That they were all at that 
Time Penſioners to France; and that the King of England loſt 
more Credit, amongſt his own Subjects, by this Peace, than he 
had gained Honour by the nine former Victories he had won, 
Livre IV. Chap. X. | 
(+) Habington in Kennet 461, 
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King Edward IV. to whomſoever alienated, and applied them to de- 
fray the Expences of the State. Next, he fix'd, 
in every Part of the Kingdom, Collectors of the 
Cuſtoms, Men well qualified for their' Offices, 
and who were hard enough on the Merchants, 
He loaded many Ships of Burthen, with the fineſt 


Wools, Cloth, Tin, and other Commodities of a 
the Kingdom, and, like a meer Merchant, trad- 0 
ed to Italy and Greece with them, and had, in Ex- a 
change, the Product of thoſe Countries. The C 
vacant Biſhopricks, which had fallen into his t 


a | Hands, and which, by Magna Charta, he could 
not make Sale of, he granted no Reſtitution of 
the Temporalities under a fixed Price. The Re- 
giſters and Rolls of Chancery were ſtrictly ſearch- 
ed; and whoſoever he found had entered upon 
their Eſtates, without due Form of Law, he 
made them pay large Fines for their Titles, 
Theſe and ſuch like Kinds of Snares, which a cun- 
ning Fowler could poſſibly invent, he put in Prac- 
tice ; add to this, the ten Thouſand Pounds a 
Year, by Treaty, from France ; with the Tenths of | 
all Church Livings, from the Payment of which no 
Biſhop or Clergyman could get excuſed, in a few 
Years filled the King's Coffers, and made him one 
of the richeſt Princes of that Age. Inſomuch, 

adds our Authority, that for Veſſels of Gold and 
Silver, for Tapeſtry, for precious Ornaments, 
Robes and Veſtments, for building of Caſtles, Col- 
leges, and- other famous Places, none of his An- 
ceſtors-could be compared to him (t). 

By theſe Means we may ſuppoſe the King 
ſubſiſted himſelf, and diſcharged the neceſſary Ex- 
pences of the State, without laying any general 
Tax on his Subjects, or having occaſion to call a 
Parliament for ſome Time. For it was hot till 
near three Years after the laſt Parliament was 
diſſolv'd, that we meet with any Account of 
another ; but no Writs of Summons are given 
to it, either in Dugdale or The Abridgement. 
The laſt Authority, however, mentions the 

Proceedings 


(te) His r. Car. Cent. 559. 
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Proceedings of a Parliament, held at H- k 
ninſter, on the 16th Day of January, in the 
17th of King Edvard the IVth ; and our Sa- 
zute-Books, by a Recital, of ſeveral Adds there 
made, confirm it. 


ing EdwardTV. 


At the Time appoirited, the Parliament met Anno Regni 17. 
at Weſtminſter ; when Thomas Ratheram, Biſhop a, 


of Lincoln, in the Preſence of the King, Lords, 
and Commons, in the Painted Chamber, de- 
clired the Cauſe of the Summons, under this 
Text, Dominus regit me, et nihil Mihi dterit. 
Upon which he largely treated © Of the Obe- 
© dience which Subjects owe to their Prince ; and 
© ſhewed, by many Examples, out of the Old 
and New Teſtamegt, what grieyous Plagues 
© had happen'd to the Rehellious and Diſobedient ; 
L pertjculaphing that Saying of St. Paul, Non ſiue 
© Cauſa Rex Gladium portat. He added, that the 
© Majeſty of the King was upheld by the Hand 
© and Counſel of God, by which he was ad- 
© yanc'd to the Throne of his Anceſtors. And 
concluded with obſerving, * That under the Per- 
ſon of the King, with the Perſons of the Biſhops 
© and Lords, and under thoſe of the Commons, 
8: Dominus regit me nihil Miki deerit, ſed in 
Lom Paſcuæ illas collacabit.? Then he directed 
the Commons to chooſe their Speaker, amongſt 
themſelves, as uſual, and preſent him to the 


King; who next Day preſented Miliam Alling- 1 All . 


con, Eſq; for that Office, who was allowed 


- accordingly. 
The firſt Thing we find is a Creation exem- 


ton Eſq; choſen 
Speaker, 


plifed of Richard, the King's ſecond Son, being he 
thereby made Duke of Dei and Norfolk, Earl cond Son create! 
Marſhal of England, Earl of Warren and Not- Puke or York, 


tingham. Likewiſe, that the King had appointed © 
his faid Son to marry with Ann, the Daughter and 
Heir to John late Duke of Nerſolt, the ſaid Ann 
being then but ſix Years of Age and the Prince 
about the ſame. On this Declaration an Act was 

Vol. II. 2 made 
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King Edward IV. made, that, if the ſaid Ann ſhould happen to die, 


before ſhe had Iſſue by the ſaid Duke of Lr; that 
then the ſaid Duke ſhould enjoy: during bis 
Life, ſeveral Baronies, Honours, Caſtles, Manor, 
Knights Fees, and other Hereditaments by 
Name, in Wales, Suſſex, and other Countries, Par. 
cel of the Inheritance of the ſaid Ann. A Con- 
firmation of the Jointure, rated by Particulars, to 


Elizabeth Ducheſs of me late Wife to 
| l 


Jahn Duke of Norfolk ; all which Premiſſes, 
with all other Reverſions of the ſaid Duke, were 
ranted and confirmed by Parliament to the (ail 
uke of York, during his Life; in which are in- 


_ cluded ſome Proviſions for the Lord Howard, the 
Lord Berkeley and others. | 


The Exchange of the Caſtle and Manor of E. 


vel, in Wales, belonging to Richard Duke of 
Gloceſter and Ann his Wiſe, for the King's Caſtle 


and Manor of Migmore, in the ſame Country, &c. 

was confirmed by Parliament. As, alſo, ſome 

other Privileges were granted to the ſaid Duke. 
And whereas the King had created George Ne- 


Nevile, Duke of vile, the Son of John Nevile late Marqueſs of 


Bedford's Title 
revok* d . 


M;ntacute, Duke of Bedford; the King, by Au- 
thority of Parliament, revoketh the ſaid Creation, 
and all other Titles and Honours, as well from 
the ſaid George as from the ſaid John. 

It is neceſſary to expatiate a little upon this ex- 


traordinary Act of Revocation, John Nevile, ſe- 


cond Son to Richard Earl of Salisbury, and Bio- 


ther to the famous Earl of J/arwick, for his good 


Services to the Houſe of York, had been created 
Marqueſs of Montacute, or Mountague, by King 
Edward TV. and had ſeveral large and rich Ma- 
nors given him. Hiſtorians are far from being 
clear in the Character of this Nobleman; it is ſaid 
that when his Brother the Earl of Nurwict deſert- 
ed the Intereſt of the Duke of Ver he did the 
fame, and raiſed Forces in the North, and that 
by both Edward was driven out of the Kingdom. 


In the Parliament calied on the Reſtoration of 


Hen 
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Henry VI. the fame Authorities aſſure us, that King Edward IV. 


the Marqueſs came to it, and with many Words 
endeavoured to excuſe his having formerly acted 
tor King Edward; urging, that it was really 
the Fear of Death only that oblig'd him to it; on 


which he obtain'd his Pardon, and was put upon 


the ſame Footing, for Friendſhip, with his Bro- 
ther. But, adds one, if he had ſtood firm to Ed- 
ward, he had done Henry leſs Harm, as an open 
Enemy, than a treacherous Friend ; becauſe, 
thoſe we are aware of ſeldom greatly hurt us (a). 
For within a ſhort Time after, King Edward re- 
turning, this John privately held a Correſpon- 
dence with him ; and being then with a large 
Army at Pontefract, he ſuffer'd Edward to pals 
by him without any Moleſtation. That after- 
wards he outwardly made a Shew of joining with 
his Brother the Earl of JYarwi, and the reſt of 
the 8 at Barnet, but that he privately 
got on King Edward's Livery, in order to take 
his Part; which being diſcern'd by ſome of his 
Brother's Servants, they forthwith fell upon him 
and killed him (5). Theſe laſt Particulars are only 
mention'd by Dugdale, who quotes Leland's Col- 
lectlanea for his Authority; but, if this had been 
true, his Son George, without the higheſt Ingrati- 
tude, had never ſuffered as above. For we are 
told, that by his Father's Attainder, at this 
Time, he was deprived of ſufficient Livelihood ; 
and loſing all his own Honours and Titles alſo, 
he retired to Sheriff Hutton Caſtle, in Yorkſhire, 
where, Anno 1483, 1 Edward V. he died. 

The Earl's other Brother, George Nevile, 
Archbiſhop of York, famous for his extraordinary 
Inſtallation-Feaſt, lived ſome Time quietly un- 
der Edward's Government. But the King 

Z 2 growing 


(a) Porro fi is cum Edwardo ftetifſet, Dubio procul minus Hoſtic 
quam fucoſus Amicas lefifſet ; quoniam gue cavemut rare baudve 


fraviter nocent 


Pot. VII C. p. 521. 
(5) Ducvar x's Baronage, Vol, I. p. 308. from Leland, 
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King Bios IV, growing jealous of him, at laſt ſeized on his Per- 


jon and Effects by a Stratagem, and ſent him Pri- 
ſoner to the Caſtle. of Guiſues, where he ſoon after 
died. Thus the Crime of double Perfidy was 
amply reveng'd by the Deſtruction of this whole 
noble Family. - But to return to our Parliamen- 
tary Proceedings: | 

To ſoften the Rigour of the laſt Sentence, we 


find that ſome others, who had been attainted, - 


were pardoned and had their Eſtates reſtored to 
them. The principal of which was Sir Thomas 


Fere, Knight, Brother to Fob late/Eart of Ox- 
ford, which Family had been ſtrongly attach'd 
to the Houſe of Lancaſter ; for, even after the 


Battle of Tetolsbury, the ſaid Earl and his Bro- 
thers retir d to St Michaels Mount in Cornwall, 


and held it out againſt King Edward ſome 


Months. The Earl himſelf, however, ſuffered 
ſeverely ; for tho! he was pardoned as to his Life, 
in the ailiament of the 12th of this King, yet he 
was made a Cloſe Priſoner, in the Caſtle of 
Guiſnes, and continued ſo to the laſt Year of 


Richard the Third. In all which Time his Lady 
was never ſuffered to come to him, nor had any 


Thing allow'd her for Maintenance ; but lived 
upon the Charity of well diſpos'd People, and by 
| what ſhe could earn with her Needle, or other 

feminine Employments (c). 

We muſt not omit another Remark, vix. 
that the Proceſs and Judgment againſt another 
Lady, called in the Record Anchenette Twindnoe, 
for poiſoning Jabel, late Wiſe to George Duke of 
Clarence, and for Which the ſaid Lady had ſuffer'd 
Death at Mare, the Year: before, were utterly 
repealed þy this Parliament : Probablyit being found 


a wrong Accufition, this was" to make ſome A- 


mends to her Family 


On the Petitions of the Commons ſome uſeful 


Acts were made. this Parliament; as, * That 90 


fe) Fa Ax Chrors Fol. ccgext: 


0 
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© [45/3 Money ſhould be prohibited in this King- King Edward TV. 
« dom. That it ſhould be Felony to carry out 
« of England, or Wales, any Coin of this Realm, 

« of any Plate, Bullion, Jewels of Gold or Silver, 
© without the King's Licence, Sc. An Act a- geyerat uſeful 
gainſt unlawful Games, ſuch as are there call'd Acts paſſel. 
Muße, Half: botble, Rayles, Hand in Hand, 
© or Quechbord, on Pain of two Years Impr.ſon- 
«© ment and Forfeiture of Forty Pounds; and 
© whoſoever ſhould ſuffer any other Perſon to 
play at fuch Games in his Houſe or other Place, 
& ſhall ſuffer three Years Impriſonment and forfeit 
© twenty Pounds. A long Act for regulating 
Apparel, which had then grown to a very great 
* Extravagance, An Act was made to repeal a 
Parliament holden Anno q, Edward IV. [or 
© Anno 48, Henry VI.] with all the Acts there- 
© in made, and their Exemplifications (d). Laſt- 
ly, The Abridgment mentions an Act to conti- 
hue only to the next Parliament, ©, To oblige all 
© Iri/hmen born, or coming of T;/ Parents, who 
© refide in England, either to repair and remain 
© in freland, or elſe to pay yearly a certain Sum, 
| there rated, for the Defence of the ſame.” Allo, 
© That an Ordinance was made for John 
© Atwill, a Burgeſs, in this Parliament, for the 
City of Exeter, (w io had been condemn'd in the 
© Exchequer, on eight ſeveral Informations, at the 
* Suit of Jahn Tayler, of the fame Town,) to have 
0 many Super ſedeas, as he pleaſed, until his com- 
ing to his own Home'. An Act of Privilege direct- 
y in the Face of the other Courts of Juſtice, and 
is ſomewhat extraordinary at that Tine. 
The Reader may obſerve that no Supply was 
either asked or granted this Parliament; ſome o- 
ther Neceſſities of State requiring this Meeting; 
and the King till ſubſiſting himſelf on his own 
Revenues. 3 | 
About this Time a Diſcord aroſe between the 
2 King 
] See before in thi: Valume, p. 337. 
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King Edward IV* King and his Brother George, Duke of Clarence; 


A Quarrel be- 


_ tween the King 


and his Brother 


which ended in the Deſtruction of the latter. 
It was obſery'd, ſays the Hiſtory of Croyland (e), 
that the Duke withdrew himſelf, by little and 
little, from the King's Preſence ; in Council he 
would ſcarce ſpeak a Word, nor would he wil- 
lingly either eat or drink in the King's Palace, 


This Coldneſs in the Duke was thought by many 


to proceed from the general Reſumption of 


George Duke of Crown Lands, which, as has been ſaid, the King 
Clarence. 


had practiſed; by which the Duke had loſt the 
noble Lordſhip of Tutbury, and ſeveral other 
Lands which the King had formerly given him. 
Add to this, that on the Death of Charles Duke 
of Burgundy ; Mary, his only Daughter and Heir, 
by Margaret, King Edward's Siſter, was deſign- 
ed by her Mother to be given to Clarence, his own 
Wife being newly dead ; but the King, fays our 
Authority, not willing his ungrateful Brother 
ſhould gain ſuch a Fortune, impeded the Match 
ſo much, that it never took Place; and the 
young Lady was afterwards married to the Em- 
peror of Germany's Son, Maximilian. The 
Duke's Anger, was by this Uſage much more raiſed 
againſt the King; and they began to regard one 
another with no brotherly Aſpefts. Beſides, 
Flatterers and Tale-bearers, who always haunt 
the Courts of Princes, by carrying and repeaiirg 
Stories, made the Matter ſtill worſe between 
them. But the Reaſon of the Duke's Impriſon- 
ment is ſaid to be this; one John Stacey, whom 
our Author calls an Aſtronomer and a greatNe- 
cromancer, was joined in Confederacy with Tho- 
mas Burdet, Eſq; one of the Duke's Servants ; 
and they were accuſed of compaſſing the Death 
of Richard Lord Beauchamp, at the Inſtigaiion of 
his Wife, an Adultreſs, by making of Leaden 
Images, and other Things to that Purpoſe, Stra- 
cey having paſs d a ſevere Examination, on the 


exercifing 


(e) HisT, CrovL, Cont. 561, 562. 
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exerciſing this damnable Art, ſays the Monk, 
conſeſt many Matters both againſt himſelf and 
againſt the ſaid Burdet, who was thereupon 
taken up. They were both tried in /Yeſtminfler- 
Hall, at the Bar of the King's Bench, moſt of 
the Lords "Temporal fitting with the Judges, 
where they were found guilty and condemn'd to 


ſuffer Death for it. Being drawn to Tyburn, and uo of the lat- 
ter's Ccnſe e- 
r tes executed, 
avowing their 


permitted to ſpeak what they pleaſed ; Stacey ſaid 
little, but Burdet, with great Boldneſs and many 
Words, declared his Innocence, and ended his. 
Diſcourſe, adds the Monk, with theſe Words of 
Suſanna, Ecce morior, cum nihil horum fece- 
in (J). | 

The next Day the Duke of Clarence came in- 
to the Council Chamber, at V eſtminſter; and 
brouzht with him a famous Divine, of the Order 
of Minorets, who had taken the Confeſſion and 
Declaration aforeſaid, and repeated it to the Lords 
of the Council; which, as ſoon as he had done, 
the Duke withdrew. The King was at ihat 
Time at Mindſor, and when he was told this Af- 
fair, he fell into a vehement Paſſion at his Brother; 
and recollecting in his Mind all the Informations 


Innocency. 


he had receiv'd againſt him, he ſummon'd him to 


appear before him on a Day appointed, in the 
Palace at /etm'inſter, when the Lord Mayor and 


A'dermen_. 


(f) This Burdet is the Man whom all our later Hiſtorians parti- 
cularly mention' for being executed on a very trivial Accufation, 
King Edward, in fume Progreſs that he made, took Occaſion to 
hunt in this Gentleman's Park ; and amongft ſeveral Deer that he 
kill'd, ſhot a white Buck, which the Squire much valued. And 
ſaying that he wiſh'd the Horns of the Buck in that Man's Belly 
ap advis'd the King to kill him: This was conſtrued as wiſhing 
the Horns in the King's Belly, and he was executed for it, Our 
Cotempotary Hiſtorians, from whom we have quoted, mention 
nothing of this Buck-Afﬀair 3 and old Stozve ſays, expreſly, that 
he was accus'd of Poiſoning, Sorcery, and Inchantment, heinous 
Crimes in thoſe Days to be even ſuſpected of; for which he was 
attainted by Parliament, drawn to Tyburs, and there beheaded. 


This may therefore be look d upon as one of the partial Strokes at 


the Houſe of York, by the Lancaftrian Writers who ſucceeded. 
STow e's Chron, p. 430. 
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King Edward IV, Aldermen of London were preſent ; and there 
we he King, with his own Mouth, * accuſed the 
e of many Articles, particularly the laſt 
mentioned; aggravating it vehemently againſt 
him, and charging the Duke with ſtigmatiſin 
him as a Reprobate to the Laws of the Land, 
and that his Judges and Juries were equally un- 
Juſt. Upon which the Duke was ſent Priſoner 
to the Tower, from which Impriſonment Death 
only freed him. 
at follow'd in the next Parliament, till 
adds our former Authority, Mens tefugit enar- 
© rare; ſince it was a melancholy Sight to ſee ſuch 
Diſcord ariſe between two Perſons fo near akin 
in Humanity, for no one charged the Duke but 
the King, nor noone atiſwered the King but the 
e. Some, however, were produced, of 
whom it was much doubted, whether they came 
as Accuſers of the —_ or el for * 
. The Duke anſwered all Objections to his Con- 
The Dute hn" duct, by a flat Denial; offering, if it might be 
demned and exe granted, to defend his Cauſe by Combat. uid 
. miltis immorer ? the Houſe of Lords wete of O- 
pinion that the Evidence againſt the Duke was ſuf- 
ficient ; and therefore proceeded to Condemnati- 
on, the Sentence of which was pronounced b 
Henry Duke of Buckingham, for that Time made 
Eord High Steward of Exgland Ig). Execution, 
however, was delay'd, *till the Speaker of the 
Houſe of Commons and his Brethren were called 
before the other Houſe, when a Rehearing of the 
whole Matter was made before them. The Con- 
ſequence of all which was, that the Duke was 
put to Death, within the Tower of London, in 2 
few Days; but what Kind of Death he ſuffered is 
unknown, Utinam Finis mali (b). This is the 
: | honeſt 
Sir William Dugdate fays, that the Duke was not attainted 
in Parliament till after his Death; but the Authority afore-quoted, 
whach proves to the contrary, is not to be contradicted. 
Docparr's Barenage, Vol. II. p. 164. 
2 Authors agree that he was drown d in a Butt of Mala 
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honeſt Monk's Prayer, at the End of his ging Eur I've 


Tragic Story. And a ſuperſtitious Perſon would 
be apt to believe that he had either foreſa w, of 
dreaded, ſome future Miſchief might happen, 28 
jndeed it did, to the two Children of this unfottu- 
nate Prince, Edward Earl of Warwick, and 
Margaret Countels of Salisbury; both born, fays 
an Hiſtorian, under the ſame malevolent Conſtel- 
lation with their Father, for he loſt his Head in 
Henry the VIIth's Time, and ſhe hers by Com- 
mand of Henry the VIIIth (i). ü 
We have chote to tranſlate all the aboveſaid 
Account from the Cotemporary Hiſtory before 
quoted; as the beſt Authority we can give of this 
extraordinary Proceeding. Add to this, that all 
our ancient Chronicles, are expreſs that the Duke 
was condemn'd by Parliament z and yet there is 
not one Word of it, or of any Patliament being 
ſummon'd at that Time, to be found on Record. 
It is probable, that the great Grief, Which all 
agree the King expreſs'd afterwards, for ſuffering 
himſelf to be hurried away by Prejudice and Paſſi- 
on againſt his Brother, was the Occahon that the 
Proceſs was kept out of the Records. | 
But the particular Writer of this King's Life is 
more explicit ; and hath not only laid the Death 
of the Duke of Clarence to the evil Machinations 
of his Brother Ghlocefter, but hath alſo given us the 
Sum and Subſtance of the Bill of Attainder againſt 
him; which, as it lays the Matter fully open, 
we ſhall-give in his own Words as follows (4) : 


* In his Attainder, according to the Form, are The Formof At- 
Crimes enough to make his Death have Appea- — againſt 


rance of Juſtice, the Execution of which the King 
« ſeem'd rather conſtrain'd to, than to have ſought. 
For there are reckon'd up, How the Duke of 

© Clarence 


(!) Browpz. Vol. II. p. 66. ä 
Mr Habington ſeldom quotes his Authorities; but this is 
mot certainly tan Hem bd See, wis re he has read the 
Attainder. Chron, p. 440% 


— 
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King Edward IV, Clarence, to bring the preſent Government in- 


© to Hatred with the People and thereby the 
< preſent State into Trouble, had not only in his 
© Speeches frequently laid Injuſtice to the King's 
Charge in attainting Thomas Burdet falſly, con- 
* vict of many notorious Treaſons; but ſuborn'd 
many of his Servants and divers others, cor- 
© rupted with Money, to divulge the like ſedi- 
© tiovs Diſcourſes: That he had ſpread Abroad 
© impious Rumours that the King dealt by Necro- 
© mancy z and that, upon Offence againſt ſuch of 
© hisSubjets'whom by Order of Law he could not 
< deſtroy, he was accuſtom'd to take them away 
< by Poiſon : That he had not reſted there, but 
© thereby to advance himſelf to the Kingdom, 
© and for ever to diſable the King and his Poſte- 
© rity from the Crown, he had contrary to Truth, 
Nature and Religion, Viper-like deſtroying her 
< who gave him Life, publiſh'd that the King 
* was a Baſtard and no Way capable to reign : 
© That to make this his ſo monſtrous Ambition 
* more ſucceſsful, and already to begin his Uſur- 
© pation, he had caus'd many of the King's Sub- 
< jefts to be ſworn upon the moſt bleſſed Sacra- 
© ment to be true to him and his Heirs, without 
any Exception of their Allegiance ; after which 
© ſo ſol:mn Oaths, he diſcover'd to them his Re- 
< ſolution to right himſelf and his Followers, who 
© had both ſuffered by the King's violent wreſt- 
© ing away their Eſtates ; and in pariicular to 
© revenge himſelf upon the King, who (as he 
< moſt impiouſly and falſly ſuggeſted); had by 
* Art-Magick contrived to conſume him as a 
© Candle conſumeth in burning. And, what 
< moſt expreſs'd the Treaſon of his Deſigns, that 
© he had got out an Exemplification under the 
< great Seal of Henry VI. late King; wherein was 
© ſhewed how by the Parliament it was enacted, 
* that if the ſaid Henry and Edward his Son ſhould 
die without Iſſue- male, the Kingdom ſhould de- 
ſcend upon the Duke of Clarence and his Heirs; 

* whereby 
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© whereby clearly appear d his Intention, imme- 
« diately to poſſeſs himſelf of the Crown, with 


King Edward IV. 


« Deſtruction of King Edward and his Chiliren, 


* by Pretence of a general Election of the Com- 
© mon-wealth. This was the Sum of his Attain- 
der, which we may well believe had not ſo eaſi- 
« ly paſt but by the King's publick declaring him- 
« ſelf; the ſecret working of the Duke of Glau- 
© eſter ; and the paſſionate urging of the Queen's 
© Kindred. But this Attainder hath in it one 
© Thing moſt remarkable, that Clarence here falſly 
© was accuſed of laying Baſtardy to the King, to 
© endeavour Poſſeſſion of the Crown; which 
© afterward was alledg'd indeed by Richard, Duke 
of Glouce/ter, to the abſolute Diſinherit of the 
King's Sons.” | 

It was not till five Years after the Diſſolution 
of the laſt Parliament, that we meet with another 
on Record, which was ſummoned by Writs, 
dated at Weſtminſter, Nov. 15th, in the 22d and 
laſt Year of this King, to meet at the ſame Place, 
on the 20th of January following. The firſt 
Writ to the Peers, was directed to his moſt dear 
firſt born Son, Edward Prince of Wales, Sc. and 
the next to the King's other Son, Richard Duke 
of York. 

Being all aſſembled on the Day appointed, the 
Archbiſhop of York, Thomas Rotheram, Lord 
Chancellor, opened the Seſſion, by a Speech on 
this Subject, Dominus IMuminatio mea & Salus 
mea. After which he directed the Commons to 
chuſe a Speaker; who, the next Day, preſented 
Jobn Wood, Eſq; ſor that Office. 

The firſt Thing, on Record, which was done 
in this Parliament, is, that the Houſe of Com- 
mons voted a Supply; and by the Conſent of 
the Lords Spiritual and "Temporal, a Tenth and 


His Death charg- 
ed on his Brother 
Richard Duke of 
Glouceſter, 


Anno Regni 22, 
1432. 
At Weſtminſter, 


John Wood, Eſq; 
elected Speaker. 


a Hſteenth, to be levied on the Laity, was grant- A Subſidy, 


ed ; except a Deductien of 6000 /. to be beſtow- 
ed on decay'd Towns. Alſo, a yearly Subſidy 
to 
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Iv. to be levied on all Strangers, as well Denizehs as 
others. And, | | | 
At the Requeſt of the Commons, in Recom- 
pence of the above Grant, the King comtnanded 
that all the Statutes, concerning Weights and 
Meafures, Labourers, Beggars, and Vagabonds, 
ſhould be proclaimed and duly obſerv d. 
A yearly Rent, or Annuity, out of the King's 
and other Revenues, amounting to the 


Sum of 11,000 J. was ſettled, by Parliament, fot | 


defraying the King's Houſhola 

The keſt of 2 — — tranſacted in this Par- 
liament, Which The Hridgenent gives us, was 
chiefly Gifts and Exchanges of Manors and othet 
Heredititnehts, in the Dutchies of Cormoal and 
Lancaſter, which would be too tedious to men- 
tion. Except, that a very large Grant to Richard 
Duke of Glier, of the Wardenſhip of the 
"North- Marches, together with the Caſtles; Towns, 
Lordſhips, Cuſtoms, ' and Fee-Farm of Cark/t, 
and Newteftle ; with ſeveral of the King's Here- 
ditaments, belonging to the Dutchy of Lantaſter, 


in Cumberland; and ſeveral Countries and Lands 


within Scotland there mentioned, and ſome Royal 
Prerogatives within the ſame, to hold the Tame 
of the King by Knight's Service, was confirm'd 


by Parliament. This extraordinary Grant, with 


what has preceeded; werè but too ungratefully re- 
paid, as will appear in the Sequel. Alſo, 

In ſome Grants, Leaſes and Releaſes made be- 
_ tween the King, the Abbot of St. Majy's, York, 
and the Prior of St. John's of Jeruſalen, con- 
firmed by this Parliament, Mr. Pyynne; the Pub- 
liſher of the Abridgement, temarks, That in all 
© theſe Grants, as well 6f the ſaid Abbot, as the 
©* ſaid Prior, the ery . — the e theſe 
very Words, Supremus Dominus _ wardus 
_ © quartis, Rex. At which time, adds he, iF there 
« was any Pope, either his Power here Was very 
* little, or elſe not much regarded“ 


Some 


— — — —. 


1 > a. >. oats aw tant A 
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Some Acts are, alſo, in the Statute- Books, King Edward IV, 


made this Parliament, for the Advantage of the 
Publick, to which we refer; and ſhall only men- 
tion one, by which all ſormer Statutes made, 
touching the Exceſs of — were repealed. 
And, what kind of Appare 


Alſo, That none, under the Degree of a Lord 
© except certain Perſons particularly named, ſhall 
© wear any Gown, or Mantle, unleſs it be of ſuch 
92 Leng „that a Man flanding upright, it ſhall 
cover his priyy Members and Buttocks (). 
Bat, though our Records inform us of na pub- 
lic Affairs being tranſacted this Parliament, yet- 
the Hiſtory aforementioned is not fo filent : That 
Authority tells us, That Edward's foreign Nego- 
tiations were driven to a very diſagreeable Criſis. 
He now found out, that Lewis the French King, 
had long made his Game of him; and, at preſent, 
ſeemed ſo much to deſpiſe his Power, that he not 
only withdrew the annual Tribute ; but, actual- 
| forbid the Marriage of the Dauphin with the 
Princeſs Elizabeth, Edward's eldeſt Daughter, tho? 
they had been ſolemnly contracted: That the 
Scots, having a Mind to break the Truce, firſt, 
deſpiſed the Match that was agreed upon between 
their King and Cicely, another Daughter of Ra- 
ward's, and then openly eſpouſed the Cauſe of 
France, Other foreign Concerns relating to his 
Friend the Duke of Auſtria, gravelled him; nor 
were his domeſtic Affairs in any profound Degree 


of Tranquillity. Under theſe Dilemmas, adds The — 


our Author, he found himſelf neceſſitated to call 
a Parliament, to whom he opened the Cauſe of 
his Troubles, and the fraudulent Uſage he had 
met with from the Powers above mentioned ; and 
begg'd of them to affiſt him to revenge the Af- 


front. Nevertheleſs, he durſt not, ſays the Monk, 
ask 


D Srarurts AT Laser, Ante 23, Fdwurd IV. CS. 1. 


every 9 and Eſtate, were allowed to wear. Law. 
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King EdwardIV. aſk any Subſidy from the Commons; but took 


more Freedom with the Clergy, to whom he told 
his Neceſſities, in a kind Manner; and they, with 


The Clergy grant as much Benignity granted a Tenth; and were fo 
him a Tenth, complaiſant to him, that whatever the King aſk'd 


1 they granted. Here the Monk falls into an Excla- 


mation againſt ſuch Practices; which becauſe it is 
fingular in its Kind, we ſhall give in his own Words, 
O ſervile, pernitigſum Exitium Ecclefiz | Avert at 
Deus, ab omnibus Regum ſuccedentium Animit, 
Fattum ejuſmodi in ullam trahere Conſequentiam ; 
ne forſan ipſis ea Mala, ſiue deteriora, excogitare 
polſint, eveniant, que max huic Regi, & ſue cla- 
riſſime Poſteritati, miſerabiliter evenerunt (m). 
be Abridgment of the Records hath given us 
the Names of the Peers ſummoned to attend a 
Parliament at J/e/iminfier, Fanuary the zoth, in 
the twenty-third Year of this King. But there 
are no Proceedings of ſuch a Parliament, on Re- 
cord; it is probable. they never met, being pre- 
vented by the laſt Sickneſs and Death of the King, 
which happened ſoon after. For he died at his 
Palace of Weſtminſter the gth Day of April, Arn 
1483, and the 23d Year of his Reign. 

T he inteſtine Troubles that were on Foot, in 
this Kingdom, when this Monarch began his 
Reign; and which continued, by Intervals, during 
the greateſt Part of it, yields but ſmall Matter for 
theie Parliamentary Enquiries, And, indeed, when 
Edward, by many Victories, had at length ſub- 
dued all his Enemies, we find but very few Par- 
liaments called, in proportion to ſome former 
Reigns. It is probable, that this King had taken 
ſome Diſguſt againſt theſe Aſſemblies, by obſerving 
that they ever declared on the ſtrongeſt Side; a 
flagrant Iaſtance of which was, the Recogniſing 
and Swearing io defend two oppoſite Titles, in leis 
than the Space of fix Months (n). It is true, that 
the Kingdom had been waſted, to the very Bones, 

25 


(m) HisT. Crovrt. Cant. 563. 
(ny Sce p. 334, 339. 
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a5 it were, by the great Depredations, always con- King EdwardTV. 


ſequential to Civil Wars; and the Commons 
left in ſo poor a Condition that they were little 
able to grant Supplies. This might be another 
Reaſon why this King choſe not to oppreſs them 
by Taxes ; but to ſupport himſelf on the Reve- 
nues of the Crown, his own paternal Eſtate, Be- 
nevolences from the Rich, and the Returns of 
Money he muſt neceſſarily acquire by Traffick in 
his mercantile Affairs. In relation to Trade in 
general; though the Reader may obſerve that 
many good Acts were made in this Reign to en- 
courage it, particularly the Woollen Manufactory; 
yet, moſt Authors have accuſed this King of a 
very falſe Step, in making a Preſent to the King 
of Spain of ſome Cotſtuold Sheep; the Breed of 
which have been very detrimental to that laſt- 
named natural Branch of Trade ever fince. But 
one old Hiſtorian (o), has in ſome meaſure cleared 
him from that Aſperſion; by obſerving that long 
e'er this, Sheep muſt have been common in Spain, 
as is apparent by a Patent, granted by K. Henry II. 
An. 1185, in the 31ſt of his Reign, to the Weavers 
of London, that if any Engh/þ Cloth was found 
to be mixed with Spaniſb Wool, the Mayor of 
London ſhould ſee it burnt. —— Thus much we 
have thought proper to ſay at the Concluſion of 
this Reign; but as to the Virtues and Vices of 
King Edward IV. in a more general Way, we 
leave them as they were; ſince it is well known, 
that the good and bad Characters of this Prince is 
ſufficiently diſcuſs'd by other Hiſtorians. 


(e) J. STowr, P. 419. A League of Friendſhip and Com- 
merce having been ratified between King Edward, Henry King 
of Caſtile, and Jobn King of Arragon ; the former judging it 
very beneficial to England, made the latter a Preſent of thele 
Sheep. Anuo 1465. 


Taxes 
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FAXES during the Reigns of King Henry V. 


and King Edward IV. 

In the Firſt Year of Henry VI. the Commong, 
with the Aſſent of the Biſhops and Lords, grant- 
ed to the King the ſame 1 on Woollen or 
Staple Wares, Tunnage and Poundage as for- 
merly, for two Years to come. 

In his Second Year the ſame Tax was renew'd. 

In his Third Year the fermer Subſidies on Wools 
was granted for three Years longer; and Ton- 
nage and Poundage far one Lear; upon Condi 
tion, that foreign Merchants ſhould be ſtrictiy 
looked to far their Duties. 

In his Fourth Year. the ſame. Subſidy on Wools, 
Sc. with Tonnage and Poundage, was granted 
for. two Years, as in the preceeding Parliaments. 

In his Sixth Year the Parliament granted a Sub- 
fidy of 3 f. a Tun for all Wine imported, and 1 5. 
in the Pound for all Merchandize. Beſides this, 
there was a kind of a Pall. Tax on every Pariſh 
that was worth ten Marks per Annum ; ten of the 
chief Pariſhioners were to pay 6s. and 8 d. a Head, 
And in every Pariſh worth 10 J. a. Year, the like 
Number of Pariſhioners were each to pay a Maik. 
In all Corporations, every Perſon worth above 
205. beſides his Apparel and Houſhold Goods, 
was to pay 4 4. each to the King; and ſo pro- 
portionably for every. twenty they were worth 
more. : | 
In his Eighth Year a Supply was granted of one 
whole Tenth and one Fiftcenth, to be levied on the 
Laity. The Commons, at the ſpecial Inftance 
of tho Biſhop of Wincheſter, juſt then made a 
Cardinal, granted 'another Tenth and a Fifteenth, 
to be levied as above. They, alſo, gave the 
King a Grant of Tunnage and Pound.ge, to con- 
tinue till the next Parliament. 

In the fame Seſſion they gave the King the 
fame Suaiidy on Wools, as was granted in former 
Parliaments, 


ac a _t we 


a. at roo and Ano 
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Parliaments, for two Years. And at the ſame 
Time, they conſented to ſhorten the Payment of 
the laſt Tenth and Fifteenth, to relieve the preſ 
ing Neceſſities of the State. | 

In his Ninth Year the Parliament granted a 
Supply of one Tenth and one Fifteenth, and a 
third of both. They, alſo, gave Tonnage and 
Poundage for two Years, with a Subſidy of the 
like Value on all Merchants Aliens, over and 
above the ſaid Fonnage and Poundage. The 
Commons, alſo, granted to the King 20 s. from 
every Layman holding a Knight's Fee, and ac- 
cording to the Value under or over. The ſame 
from the Clergy for all Lands purchaſed ſince the 
20th Edward I. And that all other Perſons, hav- 
ing Hereditaments to the Value of 201. over all 
Repriſes not held as above, ſhall alſo pay 205, 
and ſo according to Rate: But this was afterwards 
given up by the King. 

In his Tenth Year he had one Tenth and half 
a Fifteenth ; alſo one Year's Subſidy on Wools, 
and the fame Tonnage and Poundage, as in the 
laſt Parliament. But he releas'd the Increaſe 
of Six-pence in the Pound on Merchant- 
Strangers. y 

The next Year the Parliament granted a Tenth 
and a Fifteenth, to be levied on the Laity. They 
likewiſe granted the ſame Tonnage and Poundage 
given the laſt Year, for two Years to come; as, 
alſo a Subſidy of 535. and 4d. on every Sack of 
Wool for three Years enſuing ; and beſides this a 
Vote of Credit of 100,000 Marks. , 

In his Fourteenth Year a veryunuſual Subſidy 
was granted, viz. That every Perſon holding any 
Frank Tenant in Lands, Annuities, Fees, Ofh- 
ces, or Hereditaments, above the yearly Value 
of 5 J. ſhould pay 6 d. for every Pound, upon his 
Oath; and a Tenth and a Fifteenth was granted 
on the Laity. A Subſidy, alſo, on every Sack 
of Wool; 33 5. 4d. from Merchants Denizens, 
and 46-5.-84. from Aliens; and fo according to 
Vol. II. Aa 13 
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that Rate on other Staple Ware, with Tonnage 
and Poundage for two Years. | 
In his Fifteenth Year the Subſidies granted were 
the like Tenth and Fifteenth, as in the laſt. Alſo, 
the ſame Subſidy on Wools, &r. was granted for 
three Years to come. : 
In his Eighteenth Year a Tenth and a Fifteenth, 
and half a Fiftrenth, was granted to be levied of 
the Laity, as in his fourth Year. An Impoſt on 
Wools was alfo granted for three Years ; and that 
all Aliens, not Denizens, within the Realm, ſhould 
pay to the King yearly 16.4. for each, being an 
Houſe-keeper ; being none 6 d. | 
In his Twenty- third Year a Tenth and a H,. 
teenth, and a half of both, was granted by Parlia- 
ment. A Subſidy alſo of 345. 44. of Deniſens, 
and 53 5, of Aliens, for every Sack of Wool, e. 
with Tonnage and Poundage of Deniſens, and 
double of Aliens, was granted to the King for 
oo) BS NEAR ENT 
In his Twenty-ſeventh Year a Grant of a 
Tenth and half a Fifteenth, to be levied on the 
Laity, paſſed both Honſes; with a Grant, alſo, 
of Tonnage and Poundage, for five Years to 
come, on all Merchants ' whatſoever, with an 
Addition of 3 s. more on Aliens, as well of the 
Heans-Towns as otherwiſe. Another Grant was 
alſo made of half a Tenth and a whole Fifteenth. 
Likewiſe a Poll-Tax was again renewed. and 
granted to the King of 164. to be taken of every 
Houſholder within the Realm, not born within 
the King's Dominions, and 6d. of every other 
Perſon jo born, and no Houſholder;; with 6 5, 
and 8 d. of every Merchant-Stranger, and. 20 4. 
of their Clerks. Laſtly, the like Subſidy on Wooli 
was granted tor faur Years, as before. \ a 42 
The next Vear the following Subſidy was 
— vg. That every Perſon having by free 
„Copy, Grant of Annuity, or Office, the 
clear Yearly Value of 204, in F Tb 5 
| * ſhou 
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ſhould pay 6 d. and ſo from 20 f. to 20 J. From 
201. to a00 l. Yearly, 12 d. in the Pound: From 
200 l. and upwards 2 5. for every Pound, as well 
Laity as Clergy ; Guardiaus of Wards, Men hav- 
ing Fees, and all Corporations to pay accordingly. 
* his Twenty-ninth Year he had a Grant of 
20,000 J. out of the Cuſtoms of London and 
Southampton ; and a very extraordinary Monopoly 
was granted in order to raiſe Money. 

In his Thirty-firſt Year the Commons granted 
one Tenth and one Fifteenth ; likewiſe Tonnage 
and Poundage during his Life. For the ſame 
Term 53 5. 4 d. for every Sack of Deniſens, and 
51. from Aliens, and fo for other Staple-ware in 
Proportion. Likewiſe, every Merchant, not 
born within the Realm, and no Deniſen, and 
keeping Houſe, 40s. and of every ſuch Merchant, 
as ſhall remain within the Realm but fix 
Weeks, 205. And of every Merchant alien, 
being no Deniſen, 13 5. 4 d. Yearly, during the 
King's Life. 


Edward IV. had no Subſidy granted him till the 
third Year of his Reign, when the Parliament 
gave him an Aid of 37, ooo l. to be levied accord- 
ing to a Certain Rate : But he afterwards releas'd 
booo 1. of the ſaid Grant ; 

The next Year he had Tonnage and Poundage 
of every Engliſh Merchant, for every Sack of 
Wool 33s. and 4d. For 7 240 Wool: ſels 
335. 44 For every Laſt of Hides 3 J. 6s. 84. 
And of every Merchant-Stranger, whether De- 
niſens or not, for every Sack of Wool 3 J. 6s. 8 d. 
For every Laſt of Hides 3 J. 135. 4d. For every 
240 Wool-fels 3/. 6s. 8 d. And all this was 
granted him for his Life. 

In his Eighth Year he had a Subſidy of two 
Tenths and two Fifteenths, to be levied on the 
Laity. This Year Henry VI. was reſtor'd ; but 
ſoon after Edward recover'd the Crown : And, 

In his Twelfth Year the Commons voted a 

Aa 2 Supply 
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Supply of 14, ooo Archers at their own Coſt, the 
ſame to be levied according to a Proportion out of 
all Lands and Tenemente. The Lords al ſo tax'd 
themſelves, by way of Grant, unto the King, 
towards furniſhing the Forces aforeſaid, the Tenth 
Part of one whole Year's Revenue of their Lands 
and Poſſeſſions. | 

In his Thirteenth Year the Commons granted 
the King one Tenth, and one Fifteenth, 

The next Year a Subſidy was granted by the 
Commons of one Tenth and one Fifteenth ; alſo 
51,1171. 45s. 744. for the Wages of the 14,000 
Archers voted in his twelfth Year. 

In his Fifteenth Year, he had a Tenth, a Fif- 
teenth, and a Third of each; beſides this, the King 
rais'd Money after a new Invention, call'd 4 Be. 
neuolence. 

In his Twenty - ſecond Year he had a Tenth and 
a Fifteenth granted him to be levied on the Laity. 
The Clergy alſo granted a Tenth. 


The Price PROVIsSIoNS and LABOUR during 
the Reigns of Henry VI. and Edward IV. By 
which a better Idea may be form'd of the Yalut 
of the foregaing TAxks. 


N the Year 1423, Wheat fold for 8s. a Quar- 
ter, and Malt for 53. (4) 

In 1425, a Colt fold for 8 5. Peaſe for 25. 24. 

a Quarter; and for 34d. a Buſhel. An Ox's 
Aide for 25. 5 d. A Cows Hide for 15. 31 d. 
and for 15. 71 d. A Calf's Skin for 14d. 
Twenty one Lambs for 45. A Dozen of Sheep- 
Skins for 35. A To of pure Wool for 95. 64. 
the Tod. Nineteen Ells of Napkin Cloth old 
for 55. A Gallon of Ale for 1'd. Red Wine 
at 8d. a Gallon, or Flaggon. Sweet Wine at 
15. 4d. A Stone Cutter for a Day's Labour 
4d. A Tyler 324 A Sawyer 4d. For way 
ullets 


( Faman': Croricie. 
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Pullets 15. 8 d. For a Quarter of an Ox to falt 
15. 44. For a Cade of Red Herrings (720 the 
Cade) 8 4. For a Frail of Figs 35. 44. For 12 
Pound of Raifins 15. 14. For a great Fleſh- 
Ax 15. 4d. For two Yards of Ruſſet Cloth 
for the Shepherd 25. 24, For four Quarters of 
Wheat to be malted 165. For a Bay Horſe, for 
the Prior's Stable, 1/. 6s. 8 d. For two Colts 
95. For 30 Pair of Autumnal (Winter) Gloves 
for the Servants 4s. To the Baker's Servant for 
10 Days 15. For threſhing a Quarter of Wheat 
13d. For eight Woodcocks for a Preſent 15. 
For 12 Pair of Gloves to the Biſhop of Moerceſter's 
Servants 5 . For one Man plowing and harrow- 
ing 12 Days Is. (5) 

In the Year 1426, five Oxen, each apprais'd 
at 35 4d. Six Cows, each at 2s. 8d. Three 
Horſes, each at 35. (c) 

In 1435 and 1436, Wheat, on account of a 
wet Autumn in 1434, ſold for 1/. 6s. 8 d. but 
the Year following it fell to 5 5. 4 d. 

In 1439, Wheat ſold for 205. a Quarter (d); 
and alſo in ſome Places for 11. 6s. 89. (e) 

In 1440, the Scarcity ftill continuing, Wheat 
ſold for 1 L 45. a Quarter; and Malt for 13s. 
Oats 5s. 44. Wme 15. a Gallon; and Bay 
Salt 13. a Buſhel. 

From 1444, we have the following Account 
by Biſhop Fleetwood (f), vis. For an hundred 
Quarters of Wheat 21/. 135. 4d. each Quarter 
at 4s. 44. For two Buſhels of Wheat for Sced 
15, For two Buſhels of Peaſe (for Seed alſo; 15. 
For five Quarters of Peale 15 . each Quarter at 
35%, For 50 Quarters of Malt 10/7. each Quarter 
at 45 For fix Calves 125. each Calf at 25. 
For eight Porkers 1/. 45. each at 3s. without 

the 

b us of the Prior and of Burc . 
2 75 21775 ee re g wn 

c ELMAN's ary, rare, 

7 85 os 8 * 11 


() FABIAN. 
Y Chronicon Pretioſum. 
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the Head. For 40 Geeſe 10s. each Gooſe at 

d. For 31 Dozen of Pidgeons 105. 8d. each 
Fs at about 4d. For 15 Dozen of Pidgeons 

5s, 6d. each Dozen at bd. For 100 Dozen of 
"2 Ban each Dozen at 54d. For an Ox 
1]. 11s. 8d. For eight Cignets, or you 
Swans, each 35. For a Flitch of Bacon 1 5. 87 
For four Oxen, young and lean, 5 2 5. each at 13;, 
For 26 Warp of Ling 1/. 10s. 44. For 100 
Stockfiſh 175. 6d. For a Barrel of Herrings, i. e. 

o Gallons fully packed, 11. For two Plough 
Oxen 11. 3s. For a Quarter of Oats 15s. 84, 
For three Buſhel of Green Peaſe, for Seed, 25. 3d. 
At this Time it appears, that Maſter-Traders 
wrought by the Day at 3 d. and their Labourers 
or Servants at 14. But then it's belie vd they had 
their Meat and Drink. The Yearly Wages were, 
ſome 11. 65. 84. others 1 J. 

In 1445, ſeven Quarters and an half of Wheat 
came to 30s. which is; each Quarter, at 45. 6d. 
Oats, by the Quarter, at 25s, Twelve Flaggons, 
or Gallons of Ale 15. 6d. each Gallon at 12 4. 
Hay, by the Load, 3s. 64d. For 3000 Red 
Herrings 1/. 115. wenty-four Bullocks and 
Heifers 61. each Head at 55. Cloth for Surplices 
for Scholars, the Ell, at 84.—This was the ſame 
as uſed at the Altar ; and therefore, in thoſe Days 
was certainly fine. 

In 1447, Wheat, by the Quarter, 85. Oats, 
the Quarter 25. 1x4. 

In 1448,, Wheat, by the Quarter, 6s. 84. 
Oats, the Quarter 23. A Cade of Red Herrings 
55. 8d. A Barrel of White Herrings 95. 3 d. 

In 1449, Wheat, by the Quarter, 5 5. A Cade 
of Red Herrings 65. A Barrel of White Herrings 
10 5. 3d. Fiftcen Sheep, at 1/7. 16s. 10 d. each 
Sheep at (within x) 25. 514. Seven Hogs, at 
135. 84. each Hog at (within 4) 15. 113 4. 

In 1450, Oats the Quarter 15. 104, Beans 
the Quarter 25. 64, 
n 
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In 1451, Wheat, by the Quarter, at 8s, Oats 
the Quarter 105. 104d. Twenty-fix Gallons of 
Ale 3.5. each Gallon at 1 4. Beans, the Quarter, 
45. 44. For a, Cade of Red Herrings 75s, 4d. 
For a Barrel of White Herrings 135. 7 d. | 
In 1453) Wheat, by the Quarter, 55. 44, 
Ale, per Gallon 144. A Cade of Red Herrings 
95, 6d. Fourſcore White Herrings 1 5. 

In 1454, Oats by the Quarter 15. 104 d. 

In 3551 Wheat very cheap, the Quarter at 
15. 2d. Malt, the Quarter, at 15. 5 4. 

In 1457, Wheat, by the Quarter, 75. 84. Oats 
the, Quarter 18. 944... A Gallon of Ale 14. 
A Cade of Red Hetrings, at 6s 8d. Ninety- 
two White Herrings 1 5. 
In 1459, Wheat, by the Quarter, 5s. Oats, 
the Quarter 85.,10d. A Gallon of Ale at 19. 
A Cade of Red Herrings, at 7 5. 104d, Ninety- 
two, White Herrings, at 15. | 

In 1460, Wheat the Quarter, at 85s. Oats, 
the Quarter 25. A Gallon of Ale at 14. A Cade 
of Red Herrings, at 7 5. One hundred and Ninety- 
two White Herrings, at 25.—Here the Biſhop 
takes notice, that from 1440 to 1460, Wheat 
was never above 8s. the Quarter, notwithſtand- 
ing the Sword was drawn betwixt the Houſes of 
Vork and Lancaster, which uſually cuts down 
Corn, as well as Men. 
In 1463, Wheat ſold at London for 25. a 
Quarter. Barley at 15s. 10d. Peaſe 35. 4d. Oats 
15. 2d, Alſo, the ſame Year in Norfolk, Wheat 
ſold for 15. 8 d. Barley 15. Malt 15. 8 4. Oats 


15. (20 
In 1464, White Wheat ſold for. 6s. 8 . a 


Quarter (S). 
In 1475, Oats ſold for 15. 10d, a Quarter, 


and a Load of Hay for 6s. 8 d. (i) 


0 STow 2's Chronicle, 


) CorTon's Abridgement of the Records, 
!) FrIITTWOOD, ut ſupra. 


Aa 4 BY 


King Edward v. 


His Acceſſion. 


And Murder, 
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B. the Death of King Edward TV. the tha 


Prince of the York Line, the Inheritance of 
the Crown deſcended, by Right of Succeſſion, to 
his eldeſt Son, Edward, then Prince of Wales ; 
who, from the Day of his Father's Death, War 
ſtiled King of England, and proclaimed” as ſuch, 
by the Name of Edward. V. being then about 
thirteen Years of Age. Bag, 

This is the Preamble that the great Sir Thomas 
More gives to his Life and Reign of this unfor- 
tunate young King; whoſe. State and Dignity 
was ſoon undermined by his unnatural and bar» 
barous Uncle, Richard, Duke of Glacefter.- The 
ſhort Reign, if we may ſo call it, of this Prince, 
was ſo wholly taken up with the wicked Intrigues 
of his Uncle to diſpoſſeſs him, that no Parliament 
could be called; for he was not even ſuffered to 
live to his Coronation. Therefore, 3 

To the particular Writer abovemention'd, of 
this King's Life, and to the more general Engl 
Hiſtorians, we mult refer our Readers; fince all 
that was done, in this ſhort Interval of Sovereign- 
ty, relating to our Purpoſe, will be compriſed in 
the Reign of the Succeſſor; this young King and 
his Brother being both taken off, by cruel Means, 
to make Way for him. Edward V. begun his 
Life and ended it in a very unhappy Manner ; for 
he was born in a Sandtuam, and died in a * 96 
He, firſt ſaw Light in Veſtminſter Abby, where 
his Mother had taken Sanctuary, after the Earl of 
Mariet had driven her Huſband Edward IV. 
out of the Kingdom, in September 1470; and 
he - was murdered in the Tower of London, in 
Ju 1483, alittle while after his Uncle Richard's 
Coronation. 


Richard 


R ICHARD III. vaded to the Throne kisg Richard l. 


thro* almoſt an Ocean of Blood, drawn 
from his neareſt Relations; how long his ambi- 
tious Defigns had been ſettled in his breaſt is un- 
certain; but, tis probable they had been a great 
while refident there ; and, at length, had brought 
him to a fix'd Determination of obtaining the 
Crown at any Price. It is more than ſuſpected 
that he had a principal Hand in bringing his Bro- 
ther Clarence to his Death; and by gaining of an 
Act of Attainder to paſs againſt him, this Duke's 
Children were effectually cut off from ſucceeding 
to the Crown (+). A Bulwark ſo formidable being 
removed, Richard's next Step, after his Brother 
King Edward's Death, was to try to get his 


Children declared illagitimate; to put to Death 


all their Relations by the Mother's Side; and 
laſtly, to make ſure Work, to have the two 


young Princes murdered, as aforeſaid. "Theſe His wicked Con- 


trivances to ſe- 
1 þ - cure the Crown 
certain that Richard's Title to the Crown was to himſelf, 


Obſtacles being all taken out of his Way, it is 


unconteſted ; being then the only remaining Male 
Heir, that cou!d inherit from his Father Richard 
Duke of York, on whom and his Deſcendants, 
the Crown had been entailed by Act of Par- 
liament. There was indeed one more Impedi- 
ment to his Happineſs left; and that was the 
Princeſs Elixabetb, eldeſt Daughter to Edward IV. 
and his own Niece : But, he had well con- 
trived a Solution for this Difficulty, tho' not ſo 
cruel as the former, in the Main; for, though 
he was obliged to deſtroy his own W ife {/) to 
eſtect it, yet his Deſign was to marry his Neice 
Elizabeth, himſelf ; in order to prevent any other 
Perſon from doing it, and thereby to raiſc up, ſtill, 
\ diſputed 

(k) See before, P. 361. 
(1) She was Daughter to the famous Far! of J/"arwict, firſt mar- 
ried to Edward Prince of Wales, and afterwards to this Monſter of 
Mankind, one of her Huſband's Murderers. The Courtſhip on this 


extraordinary Occafion, between Richard and the Widow, is finely 
drawn up by Shakeſpear in his Tragedy of Richard III. 
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A Conſpiracy a- 
gainſt him, in 
favour of Henry 


in the Sequel. ORR 
The very firſt Year of Richard's Reign wag 
much diſturbed by adangerous and powerful Con- 
ſpiracy formed againſt him; at the Head of which 
Was the Duke of Buckingham. This Lord had 
been the chief Inſtrument in raiſing Richard to 
his preſent Greatneſs ; but, as ſome relate, be- 
cauſe he would not conſent to the Murder ot the 
two young Princes, and being denied the Earldom 
and Inheritance of Hereford, which he claimed 
by Promiſe, he abruptly left the Court : Soon af- 


terwards, in order to ſecure himſelf from & ichards 


Malice, who now watched all Opportunities to 
deſtroy him, he readily joined with thoſe who 
had engaged in a Conſp'racy to dethrone Richard, 
and ſet up the Earl of Richmond, the only remain- 
ing Branch of the Lancaſtrian Family; and, by 


. * chmond, à Marriage of this Prince with Elizaleth, the late 


King's Daughter, perfectly to reconcile and con- 
ſolidate the White and Red Roſe Factions. To 
this End, the Duke of Buckingham raiſed Forces; 
but was ſoon, by an unſoreſeen Accident, pre- 
vented from effecting any Thing; forced to 
fly for Security to the Houſe of an ald Servant, 
who betrayed him to Richard; and, at Sal;ſbury, 
loſt his own Head, as an Attonement for the 
Crime he had committed in ſetting a Crown on 
the Head of his Adverſary. 

In the ſhort Reign of this King we meet but 
with one Parliament, which was call'd to Veſt- 
minſter January the 23d, in the firſt Year of it. 
The Form of the Writ of Summons, directed to 
Tomas Abp. of Canterlury, the reſt of the Biſhops, 
Abbots, Priors, &c. and to the Temporal Lords, 
is as uſual ; the firſt Writ to the latter is directed 
to his moſt dear firſt- born Son Edward, Prince 
of Males, Duke of Coruwal, and Earl of Cheſter. 


This Prince who was then about ten Years of 


Age, had been ſo created at Vo, ſome Months 
before 


I 
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before, at his Father's' fecond Coronation in that Kg Rich 


City (m). He enjoyed this Dignity but for a ſmall 
Time, for he died the next Year and lived 
not to ſee his Father's diſmal Cataſtrophe, nor. to 
taſte perhaps of greater Miſery himſelf. The 
reſt of the Peers, as they ſtand in Dugdale's Cata- 
logue, are as follows. | 


obn Duke of Norfolk, Walter Devereus Lord 
ahn Duke of Suffolk, Ferrers, 
illiam Earl of Arundel, Fohn Lord Scrope, of 
Edmund Earl of Kent, Bolton, 
Ralph Earl of We/tmore- Thomas Lord Lumley, of 
land, Lumley, | 
Henry Earl of Northum- Thomas Lord Stanley, of 
berland, Stanley, 
William Earl of Hunting- Fobn Broke Lord Cobham, 
ton, | obn Blount Lord Mount- 
Thomas Earl of Surrey, joy, 
William Earl of Notting- Fohn StourtonLordStours 
ham, * "ou; 
Francis Viſcount Lovel, Fohn Sutton Lord Duds 
Edward Viſcount Lifle, ley, 
Raſph Lord Greylock, Jobn Lord Dynham, of 
Jahn Lord Scrope, of Care Dynbam, 


Maſham, Richard Lord Fitz. 
Richard Lord Beauchamp Hugh, 
of Beauchamp, John Lord Zouch, 


John Lord Audley, Thomas Arundell Lord 
George Lord Nevile, of Matravers, : 


Bergavenny, Humphrey Lord Dacre, 
Reginald Lord Grey, of of GC:l/land, 

IVilton, John Ld. Gray, of Pais, 
George Stanley Lord de Jilliam Lord Haſlings, 

la S'trange, of Welles, 
Henry Lord Grey, Owen Ld. Ogle, of Ogle, 
Richard Weſt Lord de la Edward Lord Haſtings, 

War, of Hung erford. 

The 


] See a particular Account of this King's Coronation at York, 
in DAK s Eboracum, P. 117. 
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King Richard II. The Names of the Judges ſummoned alſo 10 this 


Parliament were theſe. 


Sir William Huſee Knt. Sir Richard Neal, 

. Chief Juſtice, Sir Thomas Tremayle, 
Sir Thomas Brian, Sir John Vavaſour, 

Sir Guy Fairfax, s © And, | 

Sir William Fenny, Morgan. Kidwelly, Eſq; 
Sir Jebn Cateſby, the King's Attorney 
Sir Roger Tounſend, General. 3 


Our older Chronicles, and more modern Hiſto- 
rians, are very ſhort in their Account of the 
Proceedings of this Parliament. The Hiſtory of 
Croy/and, cotemporary with theſe Times, miaht 
be expected to furniſh more Matter for theie En- 
quiries, relating to it: But there it is only curiorily 
mention'd; though ſome Hints are given, about 
the Methods taken to force the Act of Succeſſion 
through the Houſes, as are almoſt incredible. It 
is there ſaid, That in this Parliament, the King, 
© in order to ſtrengthen his Title to that Crown, 
* which he had in the preceeding Summer gain'd, 
brought an Affair, relating to matrimonial Con- 
tracts, to be diſputed before an Aſſembly of 
© Laymen. And, though it was well known that 
© ſuch a Court had nothing to do in this Matter, 
yet ſo great was the Dread and Fear, which 
© then poſleſs'd the boldeſt, that they not only 
© undertook the Aﬀair, but gave Sentence ac- 
« cordingly.” For, adds our Authority, ſo many 
t Men, Peers and Commoners, were pro- 
Erbe [ he means attainted ] as was never known 
fince the Time of the Triumvirate of Odtavius, 
Anthony and Lepidus (n). Belides, a great Quan- 
tity of Money was drawn out of the King's Trea- 
ſury at this Time, in order to gan this Act, and 
ckicfly diſtributed amongſt his Northern Friends, 
whom 

(n) Tot et tantorum Dominorum, Nobilium, Procerum, et Come 
munium, etiam trium Epiſcoporum, Proſcriptiones fate ſunt, ut a 
Triumyirato Cctaviani, Antonii et Lepidi, Factum fimile nuſqguam 
emanaſſe legatur. HisT, CaO. Cont. P. $7% 
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whom he planted, alſo, for his greater Security, k. Richard III. 


in every Part of the Kingdom; which gave much 
Offence to his more Southern Subjects, and made 
them pay more Regard to the Hopes of a ſuture 
Revolution, than to the preſent Tyrant. 

Fabian, who liv'd in this King's Time, and 
ends his Chronicle with the next Reign, hath not 
one ſingle Word of this Parlament. Hall and 
Halling ſhead only ſay, that in the Beginning of 
the Year 1484, a Parliament was ſummon'd, in 
which the Earl of Richmond, and his Followers, 
were attainted, and the People burthen'd with 
ſevereTaxes and Impofitions ; and that the Money 
ſo collected was waſted on this King's Creatures, 
or ſquander'd away prodigally, to ſtop the Mouths 
of ſuch as knew any Thing of his Guilt in the 
Death of his Nephews. 

Polydore Vergil writes (o), that after this Parlia- 
ment had attainted all the exil'd Perſons, and 
confiſcated their Eſtates to the King's Uſe, 
Richard was not content with theſe rich Spoils, 
but commanded them to grant him a large Sup- 
ply; for, in order to vindicate himſelf from 
Calumny, and to buy the Favour of the People, 
he had beſtowed ſuch Largeſſes of Money 
amongſt them, that his Treaſury was very low. 
But the moſt extraordinary Stretch was, that 
Thomas Stanley ſhould be alſo declar'd an Enemy 
to the State, on account of his Wife Margaret's 
being Mother to the Earl of Richmond, who was 
commonly thought to be at the Head of the 
Conſpiracy (p). And though a Woman's Politics 
may be judged of ſmall Moment, yet this Parlia- 
ment thought proper to take Notice of her, and 
commanded her Husband, in whom they _ 

| d 


(e) Hif, Ang. Lib. xxv. p. 554- 

(p) Richard's own Policy here failed him; for it was owing to 
the Deſertion of this Sir Thomas Stanley, and his Forces, that he 
afterwards loſt his Crown and Life, at the Battle of Boſzoorth, 
Stanley was created Earl of Derby by Henry VII. 
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K. Recha III. find no Guile, to confine her cloſely ; and ſuffer 


no Meflengers, of any Account, to paſs between 
her Son and her, that might diſturb the Peace of 
the Kingdom. The fame Author adds, that by 
Conſent of this Parliament a Feace with the Scots, 


who had begun Hoſtilities on the Engl;/b Borders, 


was concluded. 

The particular Writer of this King's Life (9), 
and a very particular one he is indeed, for, he has 
taken true Pains to waſh his Blackmoor white, is 
more explicite than any other in his Account of 
the Proceedings in this Parliament. He ſays, 
That in this Parliament were many good Laws 
© enalted ; the Marriages of King Edward were 
© debated ; that with the Lady Gray ad) 
© unlawful, and her Children illegitimate ; there 
© being Proof of a former Contract and Marriage 
with the Lady Eleanor Talbot, Daughter to the 
© old Earl of Shrewsbury, and Relict of the Lord 
© Butler of Sudeley, then, and long after, living. 
* All that had been inferred by the Duke of 


* Buckingham, or contained in the Bill ſupplica- 


© tory, demonſtrated, was again conſulted, and 
6 Judgment given againſt that Marriage; the 
© Incapacity alſo of the Children of the Earl of 
* Warwick and his Siſter, the Lady Elizabeth 
Plantagenet, were all decreed and confirmed by 
Act of Parliament. S0 that here, adds our 
Author, to tax ſo general an Aſſent, were to ſay 
there was not one honeſt or juſt Man in that 
high Court; and what greater Scandal can there 
de againſt the Whole Kingdom: 

There was likewiſe Notice taken of the Earl 
s of Richmond's Pretence to the Crown, by a 
* Title derived from the Houſe of Lancaſter; 
* who was at that Time in France labouring to 
engage the King and the Duke of Brittain in his 


« Querrel 


#) 'George Buck, Eſq; Author of the Hiſtory of King Richard III. 
Fol 1647, London, But ſince printed with Notes in Xennet s Col- 


„% ora ou rw ay * 43 £. ., 


rr, 
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Quarrel. Oh! the infinite Windings and per- 
plexed Steps we labour thorough, to get that 
© which we muſt bid Goodnight to To-morrow ; 
and yet the true "and rightful Lancaſter had no 


© Finger in this 3 for this Earl was not then 
granted to be of the Houſe of Lancaſter ; until 
« the Pope, by his Bull, had given him that Title; 
and himſelf, after he was King, by his Prero- 
© gative aſſumed it. In this Parliament he was 
 attainted of High Treaſon, and with him Jabn 
Earl of Oxford, Thomas Marqueſs of Dorſet, 
( 7a er Ear! of Pembroke, Lionel Biſhop of 
i Salisbury, Pierce Biſhop of Exeter, the Lady 
Margaret Counteſs of Richmond, Thomas Morton 
© Biſhop of Ely, Thomas Nandich by the Stile of 
s Thomas Nandich of Cambridge, Conjurer, 
& William Kntvet of Buckingham ſmeared with 
© the ſame Pitch, George Brown of Beachworth, 
* Thomas Lukenor of Tratton, John G 1 bw 
John Fogg, Edward Poinings, Thomas Ficries 
© of Cherſilmonceux, Nicholas Gainford, William 
© Clifford, John Dorrel, with others of K?nt and 
© the Ni Country. There was further enacted, 
© for the Approbation and confirming the true 
© and lawful Title of King Richard, this Clauſe or 
© Sentence, | 3 

It is declared, pronounced, decreed, confirmed 
end eftabliſhed, by the Authority of this preſent 
Parliament, that King Richard III. is the true and 


undiubted King of this Realm; as well by Right of 


Conſanguinity and Heritage, as by lawful Election 
and Coronation, &c. 

Our Author proceeds with this Remark, That 
© in a Place of the Roll of this Parliament, there 
© are Arguments to be gathered, that the two 
© Sons of King Edward were living in the Time 
© of this Parliament, which was at leaſt nine 
Months after the Death of their Father, and 
© fix Months after Richard was declared King. 


Which, adds he, will import thus much, = 


- 


K. Richard III 


R. Richard III. 
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* if King Richard ſuffered them to live ſo long, 
there is no Reaſon why he ſhould after make 
them away; for their Lives could not rectif 
© their Blood or Titles, nor their Deaths advan. 
© tage him, Neither can Baſtards be dangerous 
or prejudicial to the true and titular Lord, or 
* lawful Proprietor, be he King or Subject; 
© witneſs Foreign Countries, and England itſelf, 
© which holds Baſtards uncapable of Heritage, 
Honour or Offices.” 

Thus far we have thought proper to extract, 
verbatim, from this Panegyriſt ; and ſhall only 
add, what the Annotator in Kennet's Collectin 
remarks on the Paſſage of Edward's Children 
being alive at the Time this Parliament was 
fitting. He fays, * That the Author would have 
done much towards the Credit he drives at in 
© his Hiſtory, to have ſpecified the Place of the 
© Roll and the Words thereof, whence ſuch 
Arguments might be gathered. For, adds be, 
© all Hiſtories relate the Murthers to be committed 
© before this Time (7). | 
But, to ſet aſide all Doubts in this Matter, Sir 
Robert C:tton hath leſt us a full Tranſlation of 
this Bill for excluding of Edward's Children, and 


ſettling the Crown on Richard and his Deſcen- 


dants; extracted from the Parliament Rolls, 
in the firſt Year of his Reign, As this is the laſt 
n op Moor wg which we can have from 
that painful Collector and Abridger of thoſe moſt 
valuable Monuments of Eugliſb Hiſtory, then 
and now depoſited in the Tower of London, we 
ſhall give it verbatim, along with the Annotations 
of William Prynne, Eſq, the Editor of theſe 
Curious Remains: And, the rather, becauſe this 
extraordinary Bill, tho” publiſhed by Mr Prynne 
Ne-F ioo Years ago, is ſo fer from beirg copied, 

that 


(r} Xennet, p. 523. 


„„ «oo 1 2“ 
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that, except by one (a), it is ſcarce taken Notice of K. Richard II. 


by any Englilß Hiſtorian whatſoever.” * 
Anna primo Ricardi Teriii. 


I: Rotulo Parkamenti tenti apud Weſtm. die 
Veneris viceſſimo tertio die Januarii, Anno Regni 
Regis Richardi Tertii primo, inter alia conti- 
nentur, ut ſeguitur. 


Memorandum guad guædam Billa exhibita fuit coram 


Domino Rege in Parliaments prædicto in hat - 


Verba. 
XV Hereas late heretofore, that is to ſay, 
c before the Conſecration, Coronation, and 


* Inthronization of our Sovereign Lord King 
* Richard III. a Roll of Parchment, containing 
© in Writing certain Articles of the Tenor under- 
© written, on the Behalf, and in the Name of the 
© Three Eſtates of this Realm of England, that is 
© to-fay, of the Lords Spiritual, and Temporal, 
and of the Commons by Name, and other Nobles 
© and notable Perſons of the Commons in great 
© Multitude, was preſented and actually deliver'd 
© unto our ſaid Sovereign Lord, the Intent and 
© Effet expreſs d at large in the fame Roll; to the 
© which Roll, and to the Conſiderations, and 
© inſtant Petition compriſed in the ſame, our ſaid 


© Sovereign Lord for the publick Weal, and 


* Tranquility of this Land, benignly aſſented. 
Now, foraſmuch as neither the faid Three 
Vor. II. B b « Eſtates 


(a) Fobn Speed, p. 213. This Author concludes his Abſtract 
ef this Bill with this k ; © Theſe Things I have laid forth, 
* more at large, out of the Parliament Roll, that ye may under- 
* ſtand both what and how great Matters, the Power of a Prince, 
© the outward Shew of Virtue, the wily Fetches of Lawyers, 
* fawning Hope, penſive Fear, Deſire of Change and goodly Pre- 
© tences, are able to effet in that moſt wiſe Aſſembly of all the 
* Eſtates in the Kingdom, even againſt all Law and Right; ſo the 
© Saying of Solomon in this State ſeemed moſt true, that a living 
* Dog is better than a dead Lion, 
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K. Richard I. Eſtates, neither the ſaid Perſons, which in 
© their Name preſented and delivered, as it: is 
© aforeſaid, the ſaid Roll unto our ſaid Sovereign 
Lord the King, were aſſembled in Form of Par. 
1 liament ; by Reaſon whereof divers Doubt, 
ſeated by ſoveral ©. Queſtions, and Ambiguities being moved and 


Lords and Com- ingendered in the Minds of divers Perſons as it 
mons out of Par- «© ig {aid 15 ): | | 
liament to Rich- 


ad when Duke Therefore, to the petpetual Memory of the 
of Gloceſter, de- Truth, and Declaration of the ſame, be it 
rank” ogy ordained, provided, and eſtabliſhed in thi 
Pallet. preſent Parliament, That the Tenor of the fail 
| © Roll, with all the Contents of the fame, 

. © preſented as is aboveſaid, and delivered to cur 

© aboveſaid Sovereign Lord the King, in the 
Name, and in the Behalf, of the ſaid Thee 
Eſtates out of Parliament (c), be now by the 

© ſaid Three Eſtates aſſembled in this preſent 

© Parliament, and by Authority of the fame, 

© ratified, enrolled, recorded, approved, and 

© authorized, to the removing of the Occafions 

© of Doubts and Ambiguities, and to all other 

* lawful Effects that ſhall now thereof enſue ; ſo 

© that all Things ſaid, affirmed, ſpecified, defired, 

© and remembred in the ſaid Roll, and in thc 

Tenor of the ſame, under written in the Name 

ol the ſaid Three Eſtates, to the Effect expreſ- 

© ſed in the ſaid Roll, be of the like Effect, Virtue, 

- © and Force, as if all the ſame Things had been 

* ſo faid, affirmed, ſpecified, and remembred in 

full Parliament, and by Authority of the fame 
accepted and approved: The Tenor of the faid 

_— * 5 Roll 


) Things done and concluded without the Three Eftates in Par- 
. Jaamentgive little or no Satisfaction to the People, though in the 
Name of the Parliament and the Three Eſtates. | 

| Mr Prynne's Notes. 


(e) The Three Eſtates mu# concur to make a Parliament, elle 
is Title would neither be valid nor ſatisfactory, but ambiguous as 
before, no one or two ot them being a full or real Parliament, bu: 


all conjoin'd, Mid. 
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t Roll of Parchment, whereof above is made k. Richard Hl. 


mention, followeth, and is ſuch, 


J the High and Mighty Prince Richard Duke of 
| | Glouceſter, 


« Pleaſeth it your noble Grace to underſtand 


(the Confiderations, Election, and Petition under 3s Petitition 


ritten, of us the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons of this Realm of England, and 
(thereunto agreeable, to give your Aſſent to the 
common and publick Weal of this Land, and to 
(the Comfort and Gladneſs of all the People of 
i the fame (d). 

'«£ Firſt, we conſider, how that heretofore in 
Time paſt, this Land for many Years ſtood in 
great Proſperity, Honour, and Tranquility; 
«which was cauſed for ſo much as the Kings 
' reigtiing uſed and followed the Advice and 
Council of certain Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
nd other Perſons of approved Sageneſs, Pru- 
© dence, Policy, and Experience, dreading God, 
and having tender Zeal and Affection to indiffe- 
ent Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and to the 
common and publick Weal of the Land: Then 
«our Lord God was dreaded, loved, and 
«honoured 3 then within the Land was Peace 
and Tranquility, and among the Neighbours 
Concord and Charity; then the Malice of 
* outward Enemies was mightily reſiſted and 
' repreſſed ; and the Land honourably defended 
with many great and glorious Victories ; then 
the Intercourſe of Merchants was largely uſed 
and exerciſed ; by which Things above remem- 
© bred, the Land was greatly enriched, fo that as 
yell = Merchants as = Artificers, and other 
poor People, labouring for their living in divers 

F Bb 2 * Occupations, 


(d) The new Device of this bloody Uſurper, to entitle himſelf to 
the Crown of England, and take ——— 
| . Inne. 


20 
* 
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K. Richard Ill, © Occupations, had competent Gain, to the 


Satisfaction of them and their Houſholds, living 
* without miſerable and intolerable Poverty. But 
© afterwards, when as ſuch had the Rule and 
© Governance of this Land, delighting in Adula. 
© tion and Flattery, and led by Senſuality and 


Concupiſcence, tollow'd the Council of Perſons 


© inſolent, vicious, and of inordinate Avarice, 
« deſpifing the Council of Perſons good, virtuous, 
© and-prudent, ſuch as above be remembred ; the 
© Proſperity. of this Land decreaſed daily, ſo that 
* our Felicity was turn'd into Miſery, and our 
© Proſperity into Adverſity, and the Order of 
© Policy, and the Laws of God and Man con- 
founded; whereby it is likely for this Realm t6 
fall into great Miſery and Deſolation, (Which God 
defend) without due Proviſion of convenable 
A had in this Behalf in all godly 
© Haſte, ; 

© Over this, among other Things more ſpecial, 
© we confider how in the Time of the Reign of 
* Edward IV. late deceaſed, after the ungracious 
« pretended Marriage (as all England hath Cauſe 
© to ſay) made betwixt the ſaid King Edward and 


Wherein King © Zlzaleth, ſometimes Wife to Sir John Gray, 


Edward the 
Fourth's Marri- 


Knight, late naming herſelf, and many Years 


aye with Lady © heretofore, Queen of England, the Order of 


Gray is declar'd © politick Rule was ſubverted, the Laws of God, 
void. 


and of God's Church, c. alſo the Laws of 
Nature, and of England, and alſo the laudable 
* Cuſtoms and Liberties of the ſame, wherein 
© every Engliiſhmar is Inheritor, was broke, ſubyert- 
* ed, and contemned, againſt all Reaſon and 
6 Juſtice: ; fo that the Land was rule i by Self- 
Will and Pleaſure, Fear and Dread, all Manner 
* of Equity and Law laid apart and deſpiſed; 
* whereof enſued many Inconveniences and Mil- 
« chie's, as Murders, Extortions and Oppreſſions, 
namely of poor and impotent People; ſo that 
no Man was ſure of his Life, Land, or 1 
* o 


le) Liberties and Laws every Enghſbman's Inheritance. Pian 
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© hood, nor of his Wife, Daughter, or Servant, x. Richard III. 


© every good Maiden and Woman ſtanding in 
Fear to be raviſhed and deflowered. And beſides 
this, what Diſcords, inward Battles, Effuſion 
of Chriſtian Men's Blood, and namely, by the 
© Deſtruftion of the Nobles Blood of this Land, 
© was had and committed within the ſame, is 
© evident, and notorious through all this Realm, 
© unto the great Sorrow and Heavineſs of all true 
« Engh/hmen. And here alſo we confider, how 
© that the ſaid pretended Marriage betwixt the 
above named King Edward and Elizabeth Gray, 
as made of great Preſumption, without the 
© Knowing and Aſſent of the Lords of this Land, 
and alſo by Sorcery and Witchcraft committed 
© by the ſaid Elizabeth, and her Mother Jaguet, 
© Ducheſs of Bedford, as the common Opinion of 
© the People, and the publick Voice and Fame is 
© throughout all this Land, and hereafter if the 
© Cauſe ſhall require, ſhall be proved ſufficiently 
©in Time and Place convenient. And here alſo 
© we conſider, how that the faid pretended 
Marriage was made privily and ſecretly, without 
Edition of Banns, in a private Chamber, a 
* prophane Place, and not openly in the Face of 
© the Church, after the Laws of God's Church, 
© but contrary thereunto, and the laudable Cuſtom 
"of the Church of England; and how alſo at 
© the Time of the Contract of the ſame pretended 
© Marriage, and before and long Time after, the 
© ſaid King Edward was and ſtood married, and 
© troth-plight, to one Dame Eleanor Butler, 
© Daughter to the Earl of Shrewsbury, with whom 
© the ſaid King Edward had made a Pre- contract 
© of Matrimony, long Time before he made 
© the faid pretended Marriage with the ſaid Eliza- 
* beth Gray, in Manner and Form aforeſaid. 
Which Premiſſes being true, as in very Truth 
they be true, it appeareth and followeth evidently 
that the ſaid King Edward during his Life, and 
Bb 3 the 
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K. Richard III. the ſaid Elizabeth, lived together ſinfully and 
5 © damnably in Adultery, againſt the Law of Ged 

© and of his Church; and therefore, no marve| 
© that the Sovereign Lord and Head of the Land 
being of ſuch ungodly Diſpoſition, and provoking 
the Ire and Indignation of our Lord God, ſuch 
© heinous Miſchiefs and Inconveniences as are 
© above remembred were uſed, and committed in 
© the Realm amongſt the Subjects. Alſo it ap- 
© peareth evidently, and followeth, that all the 
© Iſſue and Children of the ſaid King Edward, be 
f © Baſtards, and unable to inherit, or claim any 
— Thing by Inheritance by the Law, and Cuſton 

© of England. 

Moreover, we conſider how that afterward 
© by the Three Eſtates of this Realm aſſembled in 
Parliament, holden at Weſtminſter, Anno 17, 
© of the Reign of the ſaid King Edward IV. he 
© then being in Poſſeſſion of the Crown and Royal 
© Eſtate, by Act made in the ſame Parliament, 

The Duke of © George Duke of Clarence, Brother to the King 
— —— © Edward now deceas d, was convicted, and 
. '© attainted of High Treaſon, as in the ſaid Act i 
. co wary at lake ; 7 _ by Reaſon 
* whereof, all the Iſſue of the ſaid George was, 
nes inet,” © and is diſabled, and barred of all Right and 
but uncapableto Claim, that in any Caſe they might have, or 
Ine 4 challenge by Inheritance, to the Crown and 
| © Dignity Royal of this Realm, by the ancient 

© Laws and Cuſtoms of this ſame Realm. 

© Over this, we conſider, that you be the 

Richard III. de- © yndoubted Heir of Richard Duke of York, very 
| + ———__ Inheritor of the ſaid Crown and Dignity Royal, 
aan as in Right King of England by Way of 
Inheritance; and that at this Time the Premiſſes 

© duly conſidered, there is none other Perſon 

© living but you only that may claim the faid 

© Crown and Dignity Royal, by Way of Inhe- 

© ritance, and how that you be born within this 

Land; by Reaſon whereof, as we deem in our 

0 ; « Minds, 


v 
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© Minds, you be more naturally inclin'd to the K. Richard 


©Proſperity and Commonweal of the fame ; and 
Gall the Three Eſtates of the Land have, and 
©may have more certain Knowledge of your Birth 
and Filiation aforeſaid. We conſider alſo the 
great Wit, Prudence, Juſtice, Princely Cou- 
* rage, and the memorable and laudable Acts in 
divers Battles, which as we by Experience know 
vou heretofore have done, for the Defence and 
* Salvation of this Realm, and alſo the great 
* Nobleneſs and Excellency of your Birth and 
© Blood, as of him that is deſcended of the three 
© moſt Royal Houſes of Chriſſandom; that is to 
© fay, England, France, and Spain (). Where- 
© fore theſe Premiſſes duly by us conſidered, we 
* defiring effectually the Peace, Tranquility, and 
* weal publick of this Land, and the Reduction 
© of the ſame to the ancient honourable Eftate, 
and Proſperity: And having in your great 
* prudent Juſtice, princely Courage, and excel- 
© lent Virtue, ſingular Confidence, have choſen by 
ein all that in vs is, and by that our Writing 
© chooſe you high and mighty Prince, our 
Sovereign Lord (g), to whom we know of 
© certain it appertaineth oF Inheritance fo to be 
© choſen (5). And hereupon we humbly deſire, 
© pray, and require your moſt noble Grace, that 
© according to this Election of us the Three Eſtates 
© of your Land, as by Inheritance, you will accept 
© and take upon you the faid Crown and Royal 
© Dignity, with all Things thereunto annexed and 
© appertaining, as to you of Right belonging, 
* we 


/ 


(f) His pretended Virtues and Fitneſs to reign as King; his Va- 
lour in Battle; his honourable and Royal Birth; without one 
Word of his deſperate Treaſons, Regicides, Murders, Hypocriſy, 
and other Vices. Pryrae. 

(g) His Election by the Three Eſtates and this Inſtrument, to 
be King of England. Did. 


(Þ) They make his hereditary Title the Ground of their Choices 
Li) 


* 


* 3 * 
_ : - 
3 1 
«+ * 
4 - 
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K. Richard Nl. well by Inheritance as by law ful Election (5); 
© and in caſe you ſo do, we promiſe to aſſiſt and 
© ſerve your Highneſs, as true and faithfu} Subjects 
© and Liege-men, and to live and dye with you 
© in this Matter, and every other juſt Quarrel; 
for certainly we be determin'd rather to adven- 
© ture and commit us to the Peril of our Lives and 
© Jeopardy of Death, than to live in ſuch Thral- 
© dom and Bondage as we have done long Time 
, © heretofore ; oppreſſed and injured by Extorſions, 

| * and new Impoſitions, againſt the Law of God 
| and Man, and the Liberties and old Policy, and 
| © Laws of this Land, wherein every Engli/bman 
| © is inherited (4). Our Lord God, King of all 
= © Kings, by whoſe infinite Goodneſs and eternal 
\ © Providence all Things are principally go- 
w © yerned in this World, lighten your Soul, and 
- © grant you Grace to do as well in this Matter 
 . © aS in all others, that which may be according to 
| © his Will and Pleaſure, and to the common and 
| © publick Weal of this Land. So that after great 
| © Clouds, Troubles, Storms and Tempeſts, the 
i | dun of Juſtice and of Grace may ſhine upon us, 
4 © to the Joy and Comfort of all true hearted 

= © Engi:/hmen (1). 

q = © Albeit that the Right, Title, and Eftate which 
| Tu Hereditary our Sovereign Lord, King Richard III, hath to, 
| Crown by the © and in the Crown and Royal Dignity of this 
=-z Law of God and © Realm of England, with all Things thereunto 
4 Nature, © within the ſame Realm, and without it annex'd 
and apdertaining, being juſt and lawful, as 
| grounded upon the Laws of God and Nature, 
= and alſo upon the ancient Laws and laudable 
* Cuſtoms of this ſaid Realm; and alſo taken 
* and 

i) Their Petit ity to him to accept of the 

Cas though wat af ae thinks after it,” And his 

Right thereto ſeconded by their Election. Prymne. 

(4) Their Promiſe to afſiſt, ſerve, and obey him, upon his Ac- 

ceptance thereof, as his Subjects, and to live and dye with him. 

And their pretended great Thraldom, Bondage, Oppreſſions, &c. 

6 1505 — him, and their great Trouble — 

vals by hat. oy Vid. 
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0 and reputed as fitch by all Perſons, you, learned K. Rickard Hr, > 


© in the aboveſaid Laws and Cuſtoms 

© Yet neverthelefs, foraſmuch as it is conſider- 
ted, that the moſt Part of the People is not 
© ſufficiently learned in the aboveſaid Laws and 
« Cuſtoms, whereby the Truth and Right in this 
© Behalf of likelihood may be hid, and not clearly 
* known toall the People, and thereupon put in 
« Doubt and Queſtion. And over this, how that 
© the Court of Parliament is of ſuch Authority, 
© and the People of this Land is of ſuch a Nature 
and Diſpoſition as Experience teacheth, that 
© Manifeſtation or Declaration of any Truth or 
6 *— made by the Three Eſtates of this Realm 
© aſſembled in Parliament, and by Authority of 
© the ſame, maketh before all other Things, moſt 
© Faith, and certain quieting of Men's Minds, 
© and removeth the Occaſion of Doubts, and 
© ſeditious Language (n). 

« Therefore, at the Requeſt, and by the Aſſent 
of the Three Eſtates of this Realm, that is to 
© ſay, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons of this Land, afſembled in this preſent 
© Parliament, and by Authority of the ſame, be it 
pronounced, decreed and declared, that our ſaid 
Sovereign Lord the King was, and is the very 
* undoubted King of this Realm of England, with 


© all Things theraunto within the ſame Realm, The Quan te. 
en 


on him and the 
Heirs of his Body. 


and without it, united, annexed, and appertain- 
ing, as well by Right of Conſanguinity and 
© Inheritance, as by lawful Election, Conſecration 
and Coronation (o). 


© And 
(m) The Lawyers flatter and approve his Title, The common 
People ignorant in the Laws. Prynne, 


(n) The Parliament's Authority with the People, when true, 
free, and real, conſiſting of the Three Eſtates. It's Declaration 
quieteth all Men's Minds, removeth all Doubts and Seditions, 
Yet he that conſiders 39 Hen. VI. Ip. 294] or Ed. IV. Ip. 314] 
will ſcarce beleive this for a Truth, nei prov'd it fo in his 
own Caſe, The Three Eſtates muſt all concur to make a Patlia- 
ment, and valid Election. Ibid. 

(e) They decree and declare him the undoubted King of this 
Realm, by Inheritance and their lawful Election coupled * 

1 


9 a 
| d 
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F 
Richard l. And over this, that at the Requeſt, and b 
* * the Aſſent and Authority aboveſaid, be A 
© ordained, enacted and eſtabliſhed, that the ſaid 
His Son declares Crown, and Royal Dignity of this Realm, . 
Kir apparent, © and the Inheritance of the ſame, and all other 
| © Things thereunto within this Realm, or without 
© it, united and annexed, and now appertaining, 
© reſt and abide in the Perſon of our ſaid Sovereign 
© Lord the King, during his Life, and after his 
© Deceaſe in his Heirs of his Body begotten, in 
© eſpecial at the Requeſt, and by Aſſent, and the 
© Authority aforeſaid, be it ordained, enacted, 
© eſtabliſhed, pronounced, decreed and declared, 
© that the high and excellent Prince Edward, Son 
© of our ſaid Lord the King, be Heir apparent of 
© the ſame our Sovereign Lord the King, to 
© ſucceedto him in the aboveſaid Crown and Royal 
© Dignity, with all Things (as is aforeſaid) there- 
| '© unto united, annexed, and appertaining, to 
i © have them after the Deceaſe of our ſaid Sovereign 
= | Lord the King, to him, and to the Heirs of his 
4 © Body lawfully begotten. „ 

* Dux quidem Billa Communibus Regni Angliæ 
in dicto Parliamento exiſtentibus tranſportata fu, 
© cui quidem Billæ idem Communes Aſenſum ſuum 
© 9r ebuerunt ſub hiis Verbis: A ceſte Bille les 
* Communs ſont aſſentes; quibus guidem Billa 
* & Aſſenſu coram Domino Rege in Parliaments» 
* predifio, letiis, auditis, & plene intellectis, & 
© de Aſſenſu Dominorum Spiritualium & Tempora- 
© lium in ditto Parl amento ſimiliter 7 

& Communitatis prædictæ; nec non Authoritate 
© ejuſdem Parliamenti pronunciatum, decretum, & 
* declaratum exiſtit, omnia, et ſingula in Billa 
© prædicta contenta fore vera et indubia; ac idem 
Dominus Rex, de Aſſenſu dictorum trium 
cStatuum Regni, & Authoritate prædicta, omnia 
© & ſingula præmiſſa in Billa prædicta contenta 
© concedit, & ea pro vero & indubio pronunciat, 


© decernit, & declarat (p). 5 
he 


(5) Here hacreates and ratifies hicown Title. 4 


. - — —  —— — — _- — a as ra. = 
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The Reader is to obſerve, that this Parliament K. Richard 111, 
is not introduced in the Abridgment of the e 


or in the Roll itſelf, with that Formality as moſt 
of or all the reſt are. There are no Writs of Sum- 
mons, nor Names of Peers; no Speech from the 
Throne, or from the Lord Chancellor, declaring 
the Cauſe of the Meeting, nor any Speaker to the 


grievous and burthenſome to the People. There 
is no manner of Wonder that the Act of Attain- 
der, againſt the Ear] of Richmond and his Fol- 
lowers, is not to be found on Record : Conqueſt 
and Succeſſion to the Crown, ſoon after, gave 
him Power enough, not only to abrogate that Act, 
but even to eraſe it from the Records. And, the 
Reaſon the aboveſaid Roll is yet extant, may be 
aſſigned to the Policy of the Conqueror; ſince it 
convey'd a Stigma, or Blot, on the Houſe of 
York, by baſtardiſing of Edward's Children. And, 
yet, this politic Succeſſor was obliged to marry the 
eldeſt Princeſs of that Houle, by Compact and 
Agreement with his Coadjutors ; in order to ſettle 
for ever thoſe fatal Differences, which had divid- 
ed and torn the Nation for ſo many Years, about 

the diſputed Titles of York and Lancaſter, 
Richard was well aware that this propoſed 
Union was the greateſt Motive, the Malecontents 
to his Government had, to draw in many more 
indifferent People, not only to wiſh for, but to en- 
deavour to bring it about. In order, therefore, to 
fruſtrate this Project, he took a pious Reſolution 
to add Inceſt to the reſt of his enormous Crimes, 
by marrying the Princeſs Elizabeth his eldeſt Bro- 
ther's Daughter himſelf. The Hifory of Crey- 
land informs us, that, during the Sitting of this 
Parliament, Richard, by fair Promiſes, mixed 
with ſome terrible Threats, had, at laſt, prevzilc4 
upon the too eaſy Queen, to ſend all her Daught-:8 
to Court; where they were received, by th-ir 
| unnaturz! 


Commons mentioned in it. Neither is there any 2 — 


Notice taken of a Tax or Subſidy; tho” this Im- of this Parlia- 
poſition is ſaid, by Hiſtorians, to have been very ment. 


396 The Parliamentary Hs rohr 


E m. unnaturai Uncle, with all ſeeming Tenderneſs and 


Henry Earl of 
Richmond and 
his Adhere nts 
attainted, 


Affection. At this Time alſo, the ſame Autho- 
rity tells us, that the King got together, almoſt, 
all the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in the 
Kingdom, the Chief of the Members of the 
Houfe of Commons, and the principal Perſons 
of his Houſhold, into a private Parlour (9) of the 
Palace ; and commanded them to take a new 
coined Oath, by whom framed is uncertain, to 
be true to the Succeſſion of his only Son Edward, 
in cate of his Father's Mortality; and they were 
all, likewiſe, obliged to fign their Names to it. 
But to proceed. 

Mr. Rapin(r) obſerves, that Richard called this 
Parliament at a very ſeaſonable Juncture. The 
Duke of Buckingham's Conſpiracy ſeeming entire. 
ly ſtifled by the Death of that Lord, and the Re- 
treat of the Earl of Richmond (5s), there was not 
in the Kingdom any Perſon in a Condition to lift 
up his Head againſt him. So the Parliament, 


adds he, conſiſting, no doubt, of Repreſentatives 


devoted to the King, declared Edward the Fourth's 
Iſſue illegitimate; and confirmed Richard's irre- 
gular Election, with his pretended Right to the 
Crown. This Act was abſolutely neceſſary for 
Richard's Security ; befides, /ays our Author, the 
Parliament thereby avoided the Trouble of en- 
uiring after the Fate of Edward V. whom all 
England had for ſome Months acknowledged for 
King. Then an Act of Attainder was paſſed 
againſt Henry Earl of Richmond, and all his Adhe- 
rents, by vertue whereof all their Eſtates were 
forfeited to the King. By this Act, which de- 
clared all thoſe Rebels and Traitors, that were 
concerned in the Duke of Buckingham's and the 


Earl of Richmond's Conſpiracies, all the late Exe- 
Cutions 
(4) In guodam inferiori Cæraculo, jurta Ambitum gui ducit ad 
Cameras Regina, H1sT. CrovyLt. Cont. P. 570. 
(r) Rarin's Hiſt, of Eng. Fol. Ed. P. 642. : 
(s) Richmond had been waiting upon the Engliſh Coaſts, with a 
few Ships, but when he was aſſured of Buckizgham's Defeat and 
Death, he failed back into Britany. HicT, Caront, Cont, 


P. 570. 
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cutions were in ſome meaſure juſtified ; becauſe, k. Richard I 


ſtill, adds our Authority, ſuch as had ſuffered, were 
conſidered as guilty of the Crime condemned by 
this Act. | 

The Senſe of another Author, who, tho' a 
Foreigner, ſeems to make a juſt Reflecton on this 
Matter, is this (?). The Decree above being 
« regiſtred amongſt the Acts of the Parliament, 
© and by that made authentical in every Part of 
« it, makes it appear that the Kings of England 
© have Power to do what they will, when they 
c are either loved for their Virtues, or feared for 
© their Force. As to what concerns Love, there 
© is no Proof of it in this preſent Caſe ; but of 
Fear, ſufficient ; that Terror being the primum 
© mobile. in this Buſineſs.” 

But, it muſt be allowed that ſome other Buſi- 
neſs was done in this Parliament, beſides ſettling 
the Succeſſion, and paſſing the Bill of Attainder. 
Many wholeſome Laws, very beneficial to the 
Public, were enacted in it; a plain Evidence of 
which is their R in our Statute- 
Books, to this Day. Some of the moſt remarkable 
we ſhall mention. 


1. That whereas the Subjects of this Realm ugful ans pat. 


© had of late been burdened with a new Impofi- fed. 
© tion, called a Benevolence, the ſame ſhould not 
© thenceforth be exacted. 2. That every Juſtice 
of Peace ſhall have Power to admit a Priſoner, 
© arreſted for Felony, to Bail, and that no Officer 
© ſhall ſeize the Goods of a Priſoner, arreſted for 
« Felony, till be attainted. 3. That no Perſon 
© ſhall be impannelled upon Juries, but who hath 
Twenty Shillings Freehold, or Twenty-ſix Shil- 
© lings and Eight-pence Copyhold, at the leaſt, 
4. That Wine and Oil-Veſlels ſhail contain as 
follows: Every Tun ſhall hold * Gallons; a 
© Pipe 126 Gallons; a Tertian 84 Gallons; a 
© Hogſhead 63 Gallons ; a Barrel 31 Gallons and 
a half; a Rundlet 18 Gallons and a half C2). 


The 
(t) Browpr, Vol. II. P. 116. 
( STATUTB8ATLAKGE, e 1, Rig, IM, Cop. 2, 3,4, 13+ 


K. Richard III. 
Wits 
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The Act againſt collecting Benevolences hath 
this remarkable Preamble : 
* The King, remembring how the Commons 
© of this his Realm, by new and unlawful Inven- 
tions and inordinate Covetouſneſs, againſt the 
© Law of his Realm have been put to great 
© Thraldom and inſupportable Charges and Exac- 
© tions, and eſpecially by a new Impoſition called 
© a Benevolence ; whereby for divers Years the 
Subjects and Commons of this Land, againſt 
© their Wills and Freedoms, have paid great Sums 
© of Money to their almoſt utter Deſtruction; 
© for divers and many worſhipful Men of this 
Realm, by occaſion thereof were compelled to 
© break up their Houſholds, and to live in great 
© Penury and Wretchedneſs, their Debts unpaid, 
© and their Children unpreferr'd ; and ſuch Memo- 
© rials as they had ordained to be done for the 
Wealth of their Souls anentiſed and annulled, to 
© the great Diſpleaſure of God, and Deſtruction 

© of this Realm.“ Therefore, &c. | 
It is eaſy to ſee that the Intent of this Act had 
a double Aſpect, to niake Richard's own Govern- 
ment ſeem mild and ſparing of his Subjects Money, 
at the ſame time that it caſt an Odium on that of 
his Brother Edward (x). But, it was not very 
long, after paſſing this Act, that Richard himſelf 
broke it; for, on the firſt News of the Earb of 
Richmond's Invaſion, having ſufficiently emptied 
His Coffers, and ſquandered away the great Trea- 
ſure left by his Brother, he had Recourſe to the 
very ſame Means (which he had condemned in 
open Parliament,) to procure more. And, /ays 
our cotemporary Authority, the Word Benevolence 
which had been uſed with ſo much Contempt, 
converted itſelf ; for the King ſent out his Crea- 
tures, who were Children of this World, and 
therefore wiſcr than the Children of Light, who 
by Prayers and Threats, by Hook. or Crook, 
icraped and gleaned togeiher vaſt Sums of Money, 
_ is 1 

(*] See befare in this Volume, P. 349, 
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from almoſt all Sorts of People, and carried it to k. Richard UN 
the King's Treaſury (9). | 

This is all we can collect relating to the Tranſ- 
actions of this Parliament, either from the Records, 
Statute- Books, or Hiſtorians; what we have elſe 
to ſay in this Reign, is, that a new Invaſion, hap- 
pening ſoon after under the Earl of Richmond, 
King Richard loſt his Life and his Crown in the Richard killed at 
Battle of Boſworth, Auguſt 22, 1485, and the the Battle of Boſ- 
Conqueror was proclaimed, at the Head of his 
Army, King of England, &c. in the open Field. 

Thus fell the laſt of the Sons of Richard Duke 
of York; whoſe violent Ambition proved the 
Ruin of him and all the Male Line of Plantagenet. 
Had he been content with the Protectorſhip, he 
- would have had no Enemies, but have ended his 
Days in Peace and Horiour ; and ſeen the Crown 
eſtabliſhed in his Family. It is certain that the 
Hiſtorians, immediately following theſe Times, 
in Compliment perhaps to the reigning Prince, 
have given us Richard Character as black as 
it could be made. Mr. Buck has endeavoured as 
far to poliſh it, and .to repreſent him a Prince of 
much better Shape both in Body and Mind, than 
he had been generally eſteemed. Various are the 
Cenſures which have paſſed on his Performance; 
we ſhall only trouble the Reader with that of 
Dr. Fuller, His Memory, ſays he, ſpeaking of 
\ King Richard, has met with a modern Pen, 
who has not only purged but praiſed it to the 
* Heighth ; and, pity it is, that fo able an Ad- 
* vocate, had not a more meriting Perſon for his 
Client (2). 

5 The 

(y) His r. Ceovr.. Cont. P. 571, 2. 

(z) Furr z' Wortbies, P. a8 2, in Northamptonſhire, Biſhop 
Kennet, in his Notes on Lord Verulam 's Hiſtory of the ſucceeding 
Reign, remarks, That among the Number of Perſons attainted 
in the firſt Parliament of Henry VII, was one Jen Buck, be- 
headed at Boſworth, a Relation to George Buck, the Author of the 
Life of Richard III. which perhaps, adds he, was the Reaſon why 
that H. ſtorian, in Oppoſition to other Writers on the ſame Subject, 


endeavours to have it believed, that King Richard was both a grear 
and a good Man, KanNgtt's Collection, Vol. II. P. 581. 
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K. Richard Il. The celebrated French Writer of Engliſb Hiſ- 


tory, concludes his Reign of Richard III. in this 

nner : 
 * © Let us cloſe, ſays he, the Hiſtory of the 
© Plantagenets, with a brief Recapitulation of the 
© moſt memorable Accidents that befel the Kings 
© of this Race, whilſt on the Throne okEngland. 
© In this Summary of the fourteen foregoing 
© Reigns, it will be ſeen, not without Aſtoniſh- 
© ment, perhaps, that the Happineſs and Glory 
© enjoyed by this Race, for above three hundred 
© Years, were, almoſt nothing, in compariſon of 
© their Misfortunes. And then he begins with a 
long Detail of direful Accidents, all tending to 
prove, that even God Almighty himſelf, always 
acted in Oppoſition to an Hereditary Title to the 
Engliſb Crown. On which extraordinary Reca- 
pitulation, his Tranſlator and Annotator Mr. 
Tindal, makes this juſt Reflection: 

It were to be wiſhed that ſo good an Hiſto- 
tian as Rapin, had been more ſparing of 


God's Judgments ; ſuch Remarks at beſt being 


* a Sign of great Weakneſs. But when they are 
© built on Falſities in Fact, as is ſometimes the 
© Caſe, they are inexcuſable. Of this, adds he, 
* we have an Inftance, even in Rapin himſelf. 
And, as for the long Liſt of God's Judgmems 
upon the Houſe of ; — it contains no- 
© thing extraordinary; nothing but what is very 


common in this World, and what might eaſrly 


© be matched out of the Hiftories of ſeveral other 
Nations (a). 


( Rar Hi. of England, Fol. Edit, P. 647, Note 8. 
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\HE t God of Battles. havin given King Henry vll. 
Henry Ear of Richmond a compleat Vietory M_> 
pver his mortal Enemy Richard III. and he being 
ſlain in the Field, the Diadem, for which they 
boch fought, and which Richard wore on his 
Head that Day, being found, was immediately 
put on Henrys; and, according to a Roman 
Cuſtom, he was ſaluted Emperor by the Soldiery 
in the open Field. The Title to a Crown by 
Conqueſt, -muſt be allow'd a very ſtrong one ; 
but Henry VII would not truſt to that, nor ſolely 
to the lame Pedigree he pretended to claim from 
John of Gaunt, the Source of the Larcaſtrian 
Stream; knowing well, that it was fo obſtructed 
in the Way, by a Bar of Baſtardy, that it was 
impoſſible to make it Teem clear to the World (a). 
The beſt Title he had, was by Marriage with IT 
the Princeſs Elizabeth, eldeſt Daughter to King Hs Title to the 
Edward IV. and which he was obliged by _ 
Compa®t to conſummate. But yet, his inbred Ha- 
tied to the Houſe of York was ſo great, that he 
diſdain'd a Power that would then be more Matri- 
monial than Regal; and ſo refolv'd to reſt upon 
the Title of Lancaſter, as chief; and, as the great 
Lord Bacon obſerves, to uſe the other two, of 
Congueſt and Marriage, as Supporters to it (5). 
Vor. II. Cc With 


(a) For Henry the Seventh's Title to the Crown by Deſcent, ſee 
the Life of Edward IV. by Joebn Habington, Eſq; in Kennet, 
Val. I. p. 471. =” ; 

Phili — Commines, in ſpeaking of the violent Proceedings in 
Richard's Reign, ſays, Le dict Rey Richard ne le porta pas loing ; 
car contra lui efleva Dieu un Ennemy, (et tout en Þ Inſtant) que 
n'avoit ne Croix ne Pille, ne nul Droit, comme je croy, ale Cou- 
ronne d Angleterre ; ne eftime riens, ſors que de ſa tel eſtoit 
bonefte, er awoit beaucoup ſouffert 3 car le pluſpart de ſa wie avoit 
ets Priſonnier. _ Re | . ix. 

b) Polydore Vergil introduces two ies to Henry”: 
115 to the Crown, in theſe ns fu R P 1 

Henricus Princi at que i juſſu Rex creatur ; fuit ile 

' Annus Salutis, SCC INXX VI. Henricus fic Regnum adeptus 
quod Dei Nutu & Confilio geſtuii, et proviſum efſe, viſum eſt, 
vando abbinc, id eft, ex Anno Salutis, 1486, Annos 

. CC. XcVII. Memoria proditum ferunt, Vocem Divinitus Cadou- 
aladro timo Britannorum Regi, redditam, jus Progeniem rurſu: 


r "A « 
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mn With theſe Views Henry took Poſſeſſion of the 
VII. 

* Engl/b Crown ; and the Solemnity of his Coro- 
nation was perform'd in the uſual Place and Man- 
ner, on the 13th Day of O#ober, in the Year 
1485. The next Year, in order to gain a further 

A Dewal . Sanction to his Title, he called a Parliament, 

1486. by Writs bearing Date at Meſtminſter, Sept. 15. 

At Weſtminſter, Inno Regni ſui primo, to meet at the ſame Place, 
on the 7th Day of Nov. following. A Liſt of the 
Peers, on this other great Revolution in the 
State, is as follows(c): | 
Jabn Duke of Suffilk, George Lord Nevile of 
Jaſper (d) Duke of Bed- Bergavenny, 

ord, Richard Lord Grey, 
William Earl of Arun- Richard Lord De la 

The State of the dele, Ware, 

Peerage, John Earl of Oxford, Thomas Lord Lumley, 
Edmund Earl of Kent, Jobn Lord Broke of Cob- 
IWilkam Earl of Notting- ham, 

ham, ohn Lord Mountjoy, 
Eauward Earl of Wilts, Fohn Lord Steurton, 
Richard Earl Rivers, ohn Lord Sutton of 
Thomas Earl of Derby. Dudley, 
IWilliom Earl of Hun- John Lord Denham, 
tington, Thomas Lord Arundele of 
Edward Earl of Devon, Matravers, 
Ralph Lord Greyflock, Edward Viſcount Lifle 
Thomas Lord Scrope of Fobn Lord Grey of 
MAaſbam, Pawis, 
Richard Lord Beau- Henry Lord Clifford of 
champ of Beauchamp, Clifford (e), 
| John 
regnaturam. Iſtius Vecit Fato Henricum diftum Regnum obtinuiſſe, 
— per * Hominum jampridem pervaſerat, quod et — 
Sextus ſuturum prædia erat. 


Pot. Vza6. Ang. Hi. Lib. xxvi. 
(7) From Doov at 2's e Falera, An. 1. Hes, 
P. 470, . 

(4) Jaſper Earl cf Pembroke, King Henry's Uncle, had been cre- 
ated by Duke of Bedford, at his Coronation. As was alſo 
Thomas Lord Stanley made Earl of Derby, the King's Father in 
Law. And Edvard Courtney, Earl of Devon. 

Lord Bacox's 


(e The Story of the Preſervation of this Lord Clifferd 


VII. 
the 
Fury 


c ENGLAND. 403 
John Ratiiff Lord Fitz- Milliam Viſcount Beau King Henry vil. 
Halter, mont, . 
The Judges, 
LordChief Juſtice Hſce, Sir Humphrey Starky, 


Sir Thomas Brian, ohn Suliard, 

Sir Guy Fairfax, ahm Vavaſour, 

Sir John Gatesby, lam Hoge, Attorney 
Sir Richard Noel, General. 
Sir Roger Townſhend, 


Mr Rapin introduces his Account of the Pro- 
ceedings of this Parliament in this Manner: 

Eight Days after the Coronation the Parlia- 
ment met; Henry's Ends in calling a Parliament 
< were chiefly four. The firſt, was to be declar'd 
King de Jure, as he was already King de Fafa; 
© and to ſecure the Crown to his Poſterity by an 
Act in Form. The ſecond, to reverſe the 
* Attainders of all his Party. The third, to 
< attaint thoſe who had expreſs'd a great Animo- 
* fity againſt him, and moſt Zeal for the late 
King. The fourth and laſt, was to ſhew, 
© that tho? he had by his ſole Authority placed 
© himſelf on the Throne, to prevent his Title 
© from being queſtioned ; he intended however to 
* govern the Kingdom like his Predeceſſors, by 
Way of Parliaments, and not aſſume a deſpotic 
Power. This Step, adds our Author, was 
© abſolutely neceſſary for a Prince whoſe Title 
© was ſo dubious; and who aſcended the Throne 
© without being call'd to it, in the u/#al May.“ 

The great Lord Bacon, in his Hiſtory of the 
Life and Reign of King Henry VII. from whom 
all our modern Hiſtorians, particularly the laſt, 
have copied, is ſo very exact in his Account of 
the Proceedings in this firſt Parliament called by 
this King, that we are perſuaded that noble Au- 

Co 2 thore 


Fury of the Houſe of York, who would certainly have facrific'd him 
for his Father's Cruelty ; and his being brought up as a Shepherd to 
this Time, having never learnt to read or write, is very remarka- 
ble, See Du@Dar x's Baron, Vol, U. p. 343+ 


gZzl— — —— —ẽ — 


King Heary VII. 


The Succeſſion 
of the Crown ſet- 
led on Henry and 
his Heirs, 
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thor's own Words will be more acceptable than 
any Abridgment or Alteration of them. He tells 
us, That on the ſeventh of November the 
King held his Parliament at Meſiminſter, which 
he had ſummoned immediately after his coming 
to London. His Ends in calling a Parliament, and 
that ſo ſpeedily, were chiefly three; firſt, to pro- 
cure the Crown to be entailed upon himſelf. 
Next, to have the Attainders of all of his Party, 
which were in no ſmall Number, reverſed, and 
all Acts of Hoſtility by them done in his Quarrel, 
remitted and diſcharged z and, on the other Side, 
to attaint by Parliament, the Heads and Principals 
of his Enemies. The third, to calm and quiet the 
Fears of the reſt of that Party, by a general Par- 


don; not being ignorant in how great Danger a 


King ſtands from his Subjects, when moſt of his 
Subjects are conſcious in themſelves, that they 
ſtand in his Danger. . Unto theſe three ſpecial 
Motives of a Parliament was added, that he, as a 
prudent and moderate Prince, made this I 
ment; that it was fit for him to haſten to let his 
People ſee, that he meant to govern by Law, 
howſoever he came in by the Sword; and fit 
alſo to reclaim them to know him for their King, 
whom they had ſo lately talked of as an Enemy 
or baniſhed Man. For that which concerned the 
Entailing of the Crown, (more than that he was 
true in his own Will, that he would not endure 
any mention of the Lady Elizabeth, no not in the 
Nature of ſpecial Entzil,) he carry'd it otherwiſe 
with great Wiſdom and Meaſure. For he did 
not preſs to have the Act penned by way of De- 
claration or Recognition of Right ; as on the other 
Side, he avoided to have it by new Law or Or- 
dinance ; but choſe rather a kind of Middle-way, 
by way of Eſtabliſhment, and that under Covert 
and indifferent Words; That the Inheritance 0 
the Crown ſhould 5 temain, and abide in the 
King, Sc. which Words might equally be applied, 
That the Crown ſhould continue to him; but 
FOI Mr whether 
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whether as having former Right to it, which was Kings Henry VII. 


doubtful, or having it then in Fact and Poſſeſſion, 
which no Man denied, was left fait to Interpreta- 
tion either way. And aga'n, for the Limitation 
of the Entail, he did not preſs it to go farther 
than to himſelf and to the Heirs of his Body, not 
ſpeaking of his right Heis; but leaving that to 
the Law to decide; ſo as the Entail might ſeem 
rather a perſonal Favour to him and his Children, 
than a to'al Diſinheriſon to the Houſe of York. 
And in this Form was the Law drawn and paſ- 
ſed (g). This Sta:ute he procured to be con- 
firmcd by the Pope's Bull the Year following, 
with mention nevertheleſs, by way of Recital, of 
his other Titles, both of Deſcent and Conqueſt. 
So as now the Wreathe of Three was made a 
Wreathe of Five (4), for to the three firſt Titles 
of the two Houſes, and Conqueſt, were added 
two more, the Authorities Parliamentary and 


Papal (i).“ 
| Cc 3 The 


The Words of the Act of Settlement on Henry, are theſe : 
* To the Pleaſure of Almighty God, Wealth, Proſperity and Sure- 
f 7TH this Realm of Eng/and, and to the ſingular Comfort of all 
C King's Subjects of the ſame, in avoiding all Ambiguities and 
* Queſtions ; be it ordained, eſtabliſhed, and enacted, by this pre- 
* ſent Parliament, that the Inheritance of the Crown of this 
© Realm of England, and alſo of France, with all the Prehemi- 
* nence and Dignity Royal to the ſame belonging beyond the Sea, 
_ © with the Appurtenances thereto in any wiſe due or appertaining; 
© ſhall reſt, remain, and abide in the moſt Royal Perſon of our now 
© Sovereign Lord King Henry the Seventh, and in the Heirs of his 
Body lawfully coming, perpetually with the Grace of God fo to 
* endure, and in none other,” 
Harr' Chronicle, Henry VII. Fol. III. 
() Nathaniel Bacon makes it a Wreathe of ſox, viz. By Inhe- 
ritance, War, Eſpouials, Election, Gift of Parliament; and laſtly, 
by Pontifical Benediction. | 
Bacon on Government, Fol. p. 114. Ed. 1739. 
(i) The Pope's Bull for coufirming the Crown to Henry, by 
virtue of this Entail, is in the Collection of Publick As, 
Tom. XII. P. 297. in which is this remarkable Expreſſion : Non 
modo Jure Belli, ac notorio & indubitato proximo Succeſſionis Ti- 
rule, verum etiam omnium Prælatorum, Procerum, Magnatum, No- 
bilium, totiuſgue ejuſdem Regni Angliæ, Plebis Elefiione & Vote, 
nec non Decreto, Statute, & Ordinatione ipſius Angliz, Regnt trium 
Statuum in ipſo Conventu Parliaments noncupato. 
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The King likewiſe in the Reverſal of the At 
tainders of his Partakers, and diſcharging them o- 
all Offences incident to his Service and Succour, 
had his Will and Acts paſſed accordingly. In 
the Paſſage whereof, Exception was taken to di- 
vers Perſons in the Houſe of Commons, for that 
they were attainted, and thereby not legal, nor 
habilitate to ſerve in Parliament, being diſabled in 
the higheſt Degree: And that it ſhould be a great 
Incongruity to have them to make Laws, wha 
themſelves were not inlawed. The Truth was, 
that divers of thoſe which had in the Time of 
King Richard been ſtrongeſt and moſt declared for 
the King's Party, were returned Knights and 
Burgeſſes for the Parliament, whether by Care or 
Recommendation from the State, or the volun- 
tary Inclination of the People; many of which 
had been by Richard the Third attainted by Out- 
lawries, or otherwiſe. The King was ſomewhat 
troubled with this: For though it had a grave 
and ſpecious Shew, yet it reflected upon his Party. 
But wiſely not ſhewing himſelf at all moved 
therewith, he would nat underſtand it but as a 
Caſe of Law ; and wiſhed the Judges to be ad- 
viſed thereupon z who, for that purpoſe, were forth- 
with aſſembled in the Exchequer-Chamber, which 
is the Council-Chamber of the Judges; and upon 
Deliberation they gave a grave and ſafe Opinion 
and Advice, mixed with Law and Convenience; 
which was, that the Knights and Burgeſſes at- 


The Attainders tainted by the Courſe of Law, ſhould forbear to 


Henry 
Friends revers 


. come into the Houſe, till a Law were paſſed for 
the Reverſal of their Attainders.” 

It was at that time incidently moved amongſt 
the Judges in their Conſultation, what ſhould be 
done for the King himſelf, who likewiſe was at- 
tainted ; but it was with unanimous Conſent re- 
ſolved, That the Crawn takes away all Defects and 
| Stops in Bluad ; and that from the Time the King 
did aſſume the Crown, the Fountain was tleared, 
and all Attainders and Corruption of Blood diſ- 
charged, 


1 „ A&A © 
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charged. But nevertheleſs for Honour's Sake it King Henry VII. 


was ordained by Parliament, that all Records 
wherein there was any Memory, or Mention of 
the King's Attainder, ſhould be defaced, cancelled, 


and taken off the File,” 
«© But on the Part of the King's Enemies, there 


were by Parliament attainted, the Jate Duke of 1 
Glicefter, calling himſelf Richard the Third, the ius Enos 27. 


Duke of Norfot, the Earl of Surry, Viſcount tainted. 


Loel, the Lord Ferrers, the Lord Zouch, Richard 
Ratcliſe, William Cateſby, and many others of 
Degree and Quality. In which Bills of Attain- 
ders nevertheleſs, there were contained many juſt 
and temperate Clauſes, Savings and Proviſo's, 
well ſhewing and fore-tokening the Wiſdom, 
Stay, and Moderation of the King's Spirit of 
Government. And for the Pardon of the reſt that 
had ſtood againſt the King, the King upon a ſe- 
cond Advice, thought it not fit it ſhould paſs by 
Parliament, the better, being Matter of Grace, 
to impropriate the Thanks to himſelf ; uſing only 
the Opportunity of a Parliament-Time, the better 
to diſperſe it into the Veins of the Kingdom. 
Therefore during the Parliament, he publiſhed his 
Royal Proclamation, offering Pardon and Grace 
of Reſtitution, to all ſuch as had taken Arms, or 
been participant of any Attempts againſt him ; ſo 
as they 

Day, and took the Oath of Allegiance and Fide- 
lity to him, Whereupon many came out of 
Sanctuary, and many more came out of Fear, no 
leſs guilty than thoſe that had taken Sanctuary.“ 

* As for Money or Treaſure, the King thought 
it not ſeaſonable, or fit, to demand any of his 
Subjects at this Parliament ; both becauſe he had 
received Satisfaction from them in Matters of fo 
great Importance, and becauſe he could not re- 
munerate them with any general Pardon, being 
prevented therein by the Coronation-Pardon, 
paſſed immediately before. But chiefly, for that 


it was in every Man's Eye, what great Forfeitures 
* and 


ſubmitted themſelves to his Mercy by a Pardons to others, 
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j VII, and fiſcations he had at that preſent to hel 
Fon asg whereby thoſe Caſualiies of the Crows: 
might in realon ſpare the Purſes of his Subjects; 
eſpecial'y in a Time when he was in Peace with 
all his Neighbours (4). Some few Laws paſſed at 
that Parliament, almoſt for Form-ſ.ke ; amongſt 
which there was one, to reduce Aliens, bein 
made Denizens, io pay Strangers Cuſtoms ; an 
another, to draw to himſelf the Seizures and 
Compoſitions of align Goods, for not Employ- 
ment, being Points of Profit to his Coff-rs, 
whereof from the very Beginning he was not 
forgetful ; and had been more happy at the latter 
End, if his early Providence, which kept him 
from all Neceſſity of exacting upon his People, 
could likewiſe have temper'd his Nature therein. 
He added during Parliament, to his former 
Creations, the Ennoblement or Advancement in 

obility of a few others: The Lord Chandos of 

Britain, was made Earl of Bath, and Sir Giles 

And Preferments. Datubeney was made Lord Dawtenty, and Sir 
* Robert Willoughby Lord Brooke. © 
© The King did alſo with great Nobleneſs and 
Bounty, which Virtues at that Time had their 
| Turns in his Nature, reſtore Edward Stafford, 
| eldeſt Son to Henry Duke of Buckingham, attaint- 
ed in the Time of King Richard, not only to his 
Dignities, but to his Fortunes and Poſſeſſions, 
| which were great; to which he was moved alſo 
by a kind of Gratitude, for that the Duke was 
| the Man that moved the firſt Stone againſt the 
| 
| 


Laws paſs d; 


Tyrany of King Richard, and indeed made the 

King a Bridge to the Crown upon his own Ruins. 
hus the Parliament broke up.“ 

Thus far the noble Hiſtorian. What we have 

further to add to his full Account, is, only, an 

Abſtract from The Continuation of the Hiſtory of. 

| 5 Cr 2 

(4) ough Lord Bacon ſays this, yet we are informed by the 

ion of Publick As, that the Tonnage and Poundage, 

| and the Subſidy on Wools, Wool-Fells and Hides, were granted by. 

| | this Parliament. Rrymwzr's Fed, Tom. XII. P. 335, 
| h i; The Clergy alſo granted a Tenth, Did. P. 323, 

| | LES \ * ' 
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n this very. Year, relating to the Proceedings of 
this Parliament, It is there ſaid. That after 
* King Henry's Coronation, a Parliament was 
held at Meſiminſter in which many Things were 
* treated of and done, (it were to be wiſhed that 
all were for the general Good) too copious 
for this Compendium of a Hiſtory, Amongſt 
the reſt, thirty Perſons were proſcribed, or more 
commonly, attainted (m), which Act, tho? 
much more modeſt than what was done in the 
© Parliaments under the late Kings Richard and 
Edward, yet, did not paſs without great Debates, 
© or, to ſpeak more plainly, many ſharp Diſputes 
and Altercations. O God | exclaims the Monk, 
© what Security can Princes have, that their Sub- 
« jets will defend their Perſons in the Day of 
* Battle ; when, being ſorced there, perhaps, by 
© their abſolute Commands and Threats, the Side 
they fight for, as is often the Caſe, being worlt- 
© ed, they find their own Lives, Fortunes, and 
© Eſtates, involved in the common Ruin. In this 
Parliament, a4ds our Authority, the Crown was 
© ſettled on Henry, as his real Right, not from one 
© but many Titles; for he did not claim the 
* Engliſh Diadem, ſo much from Blood or Affinity, 
© as from the Right of Conqueſt in the Field. 
© There were ſome, however, wha choſe rather 
© to conceal their Thoughts than ſpeak them 
+ openly ; and the more ſo, becauſe, by his own 
+ Conſent, the King's Marriage with the Princeſs 
* Elizabeth, eldeſt Daughter to King Edward, 
* was there treated on, and agreed unto ; in which 
Match, all the Deficiencies which Henry wanted 
jn Title ſeemed well filled up. But of this, per- 
© haps, more may be ſaid in another Place.“ 
It is eaſy to ſee by this Quotation, from our 
cotemporary Hiſtoriographer, that he is no Advo- 
+ 62" | | cate 
(1) Inter RUN Ax S. Sci r. yrr. Ed. Gale, Tom. I. 


81. 
2 Proſeriptiones, guas vulgare: Attinfia woeart, Ididem. 


* J, ſo often before quoted, which ends y,,, Henry vn. 
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| cate for Henry's Title, nor Friend to his Suc- 
— ceſſion; and that, if he durſt, he would have left 
us his Thoughts in a plainer Manner upon it. 
But his Hiſtory ending, as is ſaid before, in this 
very Year, we meet with no more Reflections 

about it, in that Author. 
It isevident, however, by other Hiſtorians, that 
. notwithſtanding all the Precautions which Henry 
Henry appoints 3 took to ſtrengthen and ſupport his Title to the 
Perſon. Crown, in a Parliamentary Way ; yet, his Reign 
was not without ſome violent Concuſſions, which 
pry ſhook his new acquired Diadem. The 
artizans and Favourers of the Houſe of York 
were ſtill very powerful and numerous; and 
omitted no Oportunity to exert themſelves in that 
Cauſe. This he ſeemed well to foreſee ; and his 
Jealouſy on that Occafion made him inſtitute a 
Guard of fifty Archers, under the Command of a 
Captain; to be always near his Perſon, in caſe 
of any ſudden Attempt. This was then a new 
Thing in England; their Kings, before, were 
only guarded by the Laws, and their Subjects 
Affections. But, to take away all Jealouſy of 
this ſmall landing Army, he declared the Inſt 
tution to be perpetual ; and that it was no more 
than what he had obſerved in his Exile to be done 
by foreign Princes; that it did not become the 
Majeſty of a King to be without a Guard ; for, 
it was requifite to be had, if not of Neceflity, 
for Decency (a). An Inſtitution that has been 
kept up, with an Addition of fifty more, by all 
our ſucceeding Princes. The Reader will find 
that Henry's Precautions were not without 

Reaſon. | 
In the Beginning of the Year 1486, the Mar- 
— — riage was ſolemnized between King Henry and 
of the Houſe of the Princeſs Elizabeth; which was deſigned to 
York, have entirely united the two contending Titles, 
fo that no future Efforts ſhould be made, by either 
Side, to diſturb it. But, yet, this very Year an 
| Inſurrection 
(* Bron, Best IX. Pag 159. 
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Inſurrection began, raiſed by the Lord Level, Sir King Renn vn. 


Humphrey Stafford, and his Brother ; though upon 
the News of an Army coming againſt them they 
diſperſed themſelves. 

But, a much more dangerous Commotion 
happened in the next Year, under a counterfeit 


Plantagenet ; one Lambert Simnel, a Baker's Son, Lambert's Plot 
being ſpirited up to take the Name and Title of defeated. 


Edward Earl of Warwick, only Son to George 
late Duke of Clarence, and then a Priſoner in the 
Tower. This Impoſture was carried on ſo far, 
that the counterfeit Prince was actually crowned 
King of England,&c. at Chriſi- Church, in Dublin; 
the Vi Nation always greatly favouring the Title 
of the Houſe of York. From that Kingdom the 
new King came with conſiderable Forces into 
England ; where he was joined by the Earl of 
Lincoln ſo), and the Lord Level, Sir Thomas 
Broughton and others; but, meeting with King 
Henry's Forces near a Village called Stoke in Not- 
tinghamſ/bire, a Battle enſued, in which Henry was 
again victorious, the aforeſaid Lords, &c, lain, 
their upſtart King taken Priſoner, and their whole 
Army cut in Pieces. Thus, Lambert's Pageantry 
ſoon came to an End, and he himſelf was degraded 
from his high State to be a mean Servitor in the 
King's Kitchen. 

For the extirpating the Roots and Cauſes of 
the like Commotions in Time to come, the King, 
ſays Lord Bacon, began to find where his Shoe 


did wring him; and that it was his depreſſing the 15. Quer 
Houſe of Vert, that did rancle and feſter the Af- crowned, 


fections of his People. He, therefore, with much 
Reluctancy, conſented to the Coronation of his 
Queen, 


(e) This John Earl of Lincoln, was Son of Jobn de la Pole, Duke 
.of Suffolk, by Elizabeth King Edward the Fourth's eldeft Siſter, 
King Richard III. in caſe he had diſabled the Iſſues of his elder 
Brothers from inheriting the Crown, and that himſelf ſhould have 
no Children, had deſigned this Nobleman to ſucceed to the Crown. 


Francis Viſcount Love! was Lord Chamberlain to Ricbard III. 
Lord BA cox. 


— — ̃  —— — 
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Queen, which was done with much Solemnity at 

Weſiminſier, ſoon after his Return from the laſt 

Victory, but two Years: after his Marriage; 

which, adds our Authority, was like an old 
Chriſtening that had ſtaid long for Godfathers. 

The next Year tome: Foreign Affairs came 

upon the Carpet, which had like to have ended in 

a War between France and England. The Oc- 

caſion of it will beſt appear by the Procecdings of 

another Parliament, which the King was obliged 

to call, by Writs bearing Date September the firſt 

Anno Regni 3, to meet at Weſtminſter on the ninth Day of 

1488, November following, and in the third Year of 

At Weſtminſter. hig Reign. Being all aſſembled, 7 horas Morton, 

Archbiſhop of Canteriury and Chancellor of 

England, declared the Cauie of the Summons in 

Words to this Effect: | 


© My Lords and Maſters (p), 


6 HE King's nes, our Sovereign Lord, 
c hith commanded me to declare unto 
The! 22 2 ou the Cauſes that have moved him at this 
both Houſes. Time to ſummon this his Parliament, which I 
| © ſhall do in few Words; craving Pardon of his 
© Grace and you all, if I perform it not as I 

« would. 


His Grace doth fuſt of all let you know, that 


© he retaineth in thankſul Memory the Love and 
© Loyalty ſhewed to bim by you, at your laſt 
Meeting, in Eſtabliſhment of his Royalty; 
© freeing and diſcharging of his Partakers, and 
© Confiſcation of his Traitors and Rebels; more 
© than which could not come from Subjects to 
«© their Sovereign, in one Action. This he taketh 
© ſo well at your Hands, as he hath made it a 
© Reſolution to himſelf to communicate with fo 


© loving and well approved Subjects, in all Affairs 


© that are of publick Nature, at Home or Abroad. 


© Two 


(p) Lord Bacon, 
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b preſent aſſembling: The one, a Foreign Buſi- 
« neſs; the other, Matter of Goverr:ment at 
© Home. | 

* The French King (as no doubt you have 
© heard) maketh at this pre ent hot War upon the 
© Duke of Brittaine. His Army is now before 
« Nants, and holdeth it ftraitly beſieged, being 
* the principal City (if not in Ceremony and 
« Preheminence, yet in Strength and Wealth) of 
that Duchy. You may gue is at his Hopes, by 
© his attempting of the hardeſt Part of the War 
« firſt. The Cauſe of this War he knoweth beſt. 
© He alledgeth the entertaining and ſuccouring 
of the Duke of Orleans, and ſome other French 
Lords, whom the King taketh fur his Enemies. 
© Others divine of other Matters. Both Parts 
© have by their Ambaſſadors divers times prayed 
© the King's Aids: The French King, Aids or 
Neutrality; the Brittens, Aids fimply ; for fo 
their Caſe requireth. The King, as a Chri- 
© ſtian Prince, and bleſſed Son of the Holy Church, 
© hath offered himſelf as a Mediator, to treat a 
peace between them. The French King 
* yieldeth to treat, but will not ſtay the Proſecu- 
tion of the War. The Brittons, that deſire 
© Peace moſt, hearken to it leaſt ; not upon 
Confidence or Stiffneſs, but upon Diſtruſt of 
true Meaning, ſeeing the War goes on. So as 
© the King, after as much Pains and Care to effect 
* a Peace, as ever he took in any Buſi:efs, not 
being able to remove the Proſecution on the one 
« Side, nor the Diſtruſt on the other, cauſed by 
© that Proſecution, hath let fall the Treaty ; not 
repenting of it, but deſpairing of it now, as 
© not likely to ſucceed. Therefore, by this 
© Narrative you now underſtand the State of the 
© Queſtion, whereupon the King prayeth your 
Advice; which is no other, but, Whether he 
© ſhall enter into an auxiliary and defenſive War 
© f6r the Brittons againſt France ? ah 

An 


't Two, therefore, are the Cauſes of your King !Tenry vl. 


— — — — , —˙ ꝛůuůßw T —— « 
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And for the better to open your Underſtandings 


to ſay ſomewhat to you from him, of the Per- 
© ſons that do intervene in this Buſineſs; and 
© ſomewhat of the Conſequence thereof, as it 
© hath Relation to this Kingdom; and ſomewhat 
© of the Example of it in general; making 
© nevertheleſs no Concluſion or Judgment of 
© any Point, until his Grace hath receiv'd your 
faithful and politick Advices. | 
« Firſt, for the King our Sovereign himſelf, 
© who is the principal Perſon you are to eye in 
© this Buſineſs ; his Grace doth profeſs, that he 
* truly and conſtantly deſireth to reign in Peace. 
© But his Grace faith, he will neither buy Peace 
© with Diſhonour, nor take it up at Intereſt of 
< Danger to enſue ; but ſhall think it a good 
© Change, if it pleaſed God to change the inward 
© Troubles and Seditions, wherewith he hath 
© been hitherto exerciſed, into an honourable Fo- 
© reign War. And for the other two Perſons in 
© this Action, the French King, and the Duke of 
«© Brittaine, his Grace doth declare unto you, 
© that they be the Men, unto whom he is of all 
© other Friends and Allies moſt bounden ; the one 
© having held over him his Hand of Protection 
© from the Tyrant, the other having reach'd 
* forth unto him his Hand of Help, for the Re- 
* covery of his Kingdom. So that his Affection 
toward them in his natural Perſon, is upon 
equal Terms. And whereas you may have 
heard, that his Grace was enforced to fly cut of 
« Brittaine into France, for Doubts of being be- 
© tray'd ; his Grace would not in any Sort have 
© that reflect upon the Duke of Brittaine, in De- 
© facement of his former Benefits; for that he is 
thoroughly inform'd, that it was but the Prac- 
« tice of ſome corrupt Perſons about him, during 
the Time of his Sickneſs, altogether without 
his Conſent or Privity. 4 
Hut 


© in this Affair, the King bath commanded me 


„ 
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But howſoever theſe Things do intereſt his ging Heary vB, 


Grace in his particular, yet he knoweth well 
that the higher Bond, that tieth him to procure 
© by all Means the Safety and Welfare of his 
© loving Subjects, doth diſintereſt him of theſe 
Obligations of Gratitude, otherwiſe than thus; 
© that if his Grace be forced to make a War, he 
do it without Paſſion or Ambition. 

For the Conſequence of this Action towards 
this Kingdom, it is much as the French King's 
© Intention is. For if it be no more, but to 
© range his Subjects to Reaſon, who bear them» 
« ſelves ſtout upon the Strength of the Duke of 
« Britaine, it is nothing to us. But if it be in 
the French King's Purpoſe, (or if it ſhouid not 
© be in his Purpoſe, yet if it ſhall follow all one, 
© as if it were ſought,) that the French King ſhall 
make a Province of Brittaine, and join it to the 
« Crown of Fance; then it is worthy the Confi- 
* deration, how this may import England, as 
yell in the Increaſement of the Greatneſs of 
France, by the Addition of ſuch a Country, 
that ſtretcheth his Boughs unto our Seas, as in 
« depriving this Nation, and leaving it ſo naked 
© of ſo firm and afſured Confederates, as the 
© Brittons have always been (). For then it will 
* come to paſs, that whereas not long fince, this 
Realm was mighty upon the Continent, firſt in 
Territory and after in Alliance, in reſpect of 
* Burgundy and Brittaine, which were Confede- 
© rates indeed, but dependant Confederates ; now 
© the one being already caſt, partly into the 
© Greatneſs of France, and partly into that of Au- 
* flria, the other is like wholly to be caſt into 
© the Greatneſs of France; and this Iſland ſhall 

© remain 


It appears by this how much the growing Greatneſs of France 
22 ia ade Day and how much more it is to be feared 
by England, when both e Maritime Dukedoms, of Burguady 
and Brittain, have been long ſince annexed to that Crown, 


- 
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n vn. remain Confined in effect within the Salt Wa. 
ters, and girt about with the Coaſt Countries of 


© two mighty Monarchs. 


For = Example, it reſteth likewiſe upon 


© the ſame "Queſtion, upon the French King's 
Intent. For if Britiaine be carried and twal- 
© Jowed up by France, as the World abroad (apt 
to impute and conſtrue the Aclions of Princes to 
« Ambition) conceive it will; then it is an Ex- 
«* ample, very dangerous and univerfal, that the 
© lefler Neighbour's Eſtate ſhould be devoured by 
« thegreater. For this may be the Caſe of Scot- 
© land towards England ; of Portugal towards 
« Fpain ; of the ſmaller Eſtates of Italy towards 
the greater; and fo of Germany ; or as if ſome 
of you of the Commons might not live and 
* dwell ſafely, beſides ſome of theſe great Lords. 
„And the bringing in of this Example, will be 


* chiefly laid to the King's Charge, as to him 


© that was moſt intereſted and moſt able to forbid it. 
© But then on the other Side, there is ſo fair a 
© Pretext on the French King's Part (and yet 
© Pretext is never wanting to Power) in regard 
the Danger imminent to his own Eſtate is ſuch, 
as may make this Enterpriſe ſeem rather a Work 
of Neceſſity than of Ambition, as doth in Rea- 
* ſon correct the Danger of the Example. For 
© that the Example of that which is done in a 
Man's 'own Defence cannot be dangerous, 
< becauſe it is in an another's Power to avoid it. 
© But in all this Buſineſs, the King remits himſelf 
© to your grave and mature Advice, me 


6 he purpoſeth to rely.” 


« For that which may concern Government 
© at home, the King hath commanded me ta 
* fay unto you; That he thinketh there was 
© never any 8) bad be the ſmall Time that he 
* bath reigned) and Jjuſter Cauſe me 
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the two contrary Paſſions, of Joy and Sorrow, King Henry VII, 


© than his Grace hath. Joy, in reſpect of the 
* rare and viſible Favours of Almighty God 
in girding the Imperial Sword upon his Side, 
and aſſiſting the ſame his Sword againſt all his 
Enemies; and likewiſe in bleſſing him with 
* ſo many good and loving Servants and Subjects, 
* which have never failed to give him faithful 
© Council, ready Obedience, and courageous 
© Defence. Sorrow, for that it hath not pleaſed 
Gad to ſuffer him to ſheath his Sword (as he 
* greatly deſired otherwiſe than for Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice) but that he hath been forced to draw 
© it ſo oft to cut off traiterous and diſloyal Sub- 
* jects, whom (it ſeems) God hath left (a few 
© amongſt many good) as the Canaanites among 
the People of /rae!, to be Thorns in their Sides, 
© to tempt and try them; though the End hath 
been always (God's Name be blefled therefore) 
* that the Deſtruction hath fallen upon their own 
© Heads. 

© Wherefore his Grace faith, That he ſeeth, 
* that it is not the Blood ſpilt in the Field that 
* will fave the Blood in the City; nor the Mar- 
* ſhal's Sword that will ſet this Kingdom in 
perfect Peace; but that the true Way is, to 
* ſtop the Seeds of Sedition and Rebellion in their 
* Beginnings; and for that Purpoſe to deviſe, 
* confirm, and quicken good and wholſome Laws, 
* againſt Riots, and unlawful Aſſemblies of Peo- 
ple, and all Combinations and Confederacies of 
* them, by Liveries, Tokens, and other Badges 
of factious Dependance; that the Peace of the 
Land may by theſe Ordinances, as by Bars of 
Iron, be ſoundly bound in and ſtrengthened, 
and all Force both in Court, Country, and 
private Houſes, be ſuppreſt. 'T he Care hereof, - 
* which ſo much concerneth yourſelves, and 
© which the Nature of the Times doth inflantly 
call for, his Grace commends to your Wiſdoms. 

Vol. II. D d And 
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King Henry VII. © And becauſe it is the King's Defire, that this 
© Peace, wherein he hopeth to govern and main- 
© tain you, donot bear only unto you Leaves for 
© you to fit under rhe Shade of them in Safety, 
© but alſo ſhould bear you Fruit of Riches, 
« Wealthand Plenty : Therefore his Grace prays 
© you, to take into Confideration Matter of 
© Trade, as alſo the Manufactures of the King- 
« dom, and to repreſs the baſtard and barren 
Employment of Monies, to Uſury and unlaw- 
© ful Exchanges, that they may be (as their na- 
© tural Uſe is) turned upon Commerce, and 
© lawful and Royal Trading. And likewiſe, 
© that our People be ſet on Work in Arts and 
© Handy-crafts ; that the Realm may ſubſiſt 
© more of itſelf, that Idleneſs be avoided, and 
© the draining out of our "Treaſure, for Foreign 
© Manufactures, ſtopp'd. But you are not to 
© reſt here only, but to provide further, that 
© whatſoever Merchandize ſhall be brought in 
© from beyond the Seas, may be employ'd 
© upon the Commodities of this Land ; whereby 
© the Kingdom's Stock of Treaſure may be ſure 
to be kept from being diminiſhed, by any over- 
© trading of the Foreigner. 

And laſtly, becauſe the King is well?aſſured, 
© that you would not have him poor, that wiſhes. 
© you rich; he douhteth not, but, that you will 
© have Care, as well to maintain his Revenues of 
© Cuſtoms, and all other Natures, as alſo to ſup- 
* ply him with your loving Aids, if the Caſe 
* ſhall ſo require. The rather, for that you 

know the King is a good Husband, and but a 

Steward in Effect for- the Publick ; and that 

what comes from you is but as Moiſture drawn 

from the Earth, which gathers into a Cloud, 
and falls back upon the Earth again. And you 
know well, how the Kingdoms about you grow 
moze and more in Greatneſs, and the Times 


are ſtirring; and therefore not fit to find the 
« King 
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« King with an empty Purſe. More I have not King 


© to ſay to you; and wiſh, that what hath been 
« ſaid, had been better expreſs'd z but that your 
* Wiſdoms and good Affections will ſupply, 
God bleſs your Doings.” - 

It has been obſerv'd, elſewhere in theſe Inqui- 
ries, that it is no. hard Matter to diſpoſe an Engii/h 
Parliament togive Money for a War with France. 
Bur, at this Time it was more than 'ordinarily 
their Intereſt to it ; in order to prevent the 
Growth of the French Monarchy, and to hinder 
them from making themſelves Maſters of the 
Duchy of Britainy; which is full of Sea-ports 


and Havens, very well fituated to do much Miſ- 


chief to the Engliſh, either by Invaſion or Inter- 


ruption of Traffick. Wherefore the Parliament 


not only adviſed the King to eſpouſe the Cauſe of 


Henry VII. 


the Duke of Britain, and ſend him ſome ſpeedy A large Supp! 
Aid, but unanimouſly voted the King a large voted for a War 
Supply for that Purpoſe (9). Accordingly, Ro- with France, 


bert Lord Brook was ſent over to his Aid, with 
a Body of 8000 choice Men, well armed; but 


it all came to nothing ; for the Duke having loſt i 


a Battle and ſoon after his Life, the Engl; Forces 
were recalled, and the Diſtrit of Britainy was 
reduced under Subjection to the Crown of France, 
in which State it hath ever ſince remained. 

But, to return to the more private Buſineſs of 
this Seſſion, in regard to the enacting of Laws 
for the Good of the Commonwealth. For, ac- 
cording to the Lord Chancellor's Admonition, 
there were many excellent Laws made this 
Parliament, and as the King himſelf had recom- 
mended to them. Lord Bacon hath very elegant- 

D d 2 ly 


) Authors vary much about what this Tax or Subſidy was; 
Polydore Vergil writes, that it was a Pol/-Tax ; Tributo in fingula 
Capita impefito. Old Fabian, and after him Hall, Hellingſhead, 


and Stotue, a it was a Tenth Penny on all Lands and Goods, But, 


it was more likely the former, becauſe a Poll-Tax was always 
72 hs and raiſed ſuch a Commotion in the collecting 
it, 
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King Henry VII. ly and juliciouſly drawn them all up under their 


Acts paTed this 
Parliament 


leveral Heads, and we cannot do better than give 
them in his own Words as tollow'(r) : 

* Firſt, the Authority of the Star-Chamber, 
which before ſubſiſted by the ancient Common 
Laws of the Realm, was confirmed in certain 
Cates by Act of Parliament. This Court is one 
of the ſageſt and nobleſt Inſtitutions of this King- 
dom. For in the Diſtribution of Courts of Or- 
dinary Juſtice, (beſides the High Court of Par- 


Relating to the liament) in which Diſtribution the King's Bench 


Star-Chamber ; 


holdeth the Pleas of the Crown ; the Common 
Place, Pleas Civil; the Exchequer, Pleas concern- 
ing the King's Revenue ; and the Chancery the 
Pretorian Power for mitigating the Rigour of 
Law, in caſe of Extremity, by the Conſcience of 
a good Man : There was nevertheleſs always 
reſerv'd a high and preheminent Power to the 
King's Council, in Cauſes that might in Exam- 
ple, or Coniequence, concern the State of the 
Commonwealih, which if they were criminal, 
the Council uſed to fit in the Chamber, call'd the 
Star Chamber; if civil, in the White-Chamber, 
or #fite- Hall. And, as the Chancery had the 
Pretorian Power for Equity, ſo the Star- Chamber 
had the Cenſorian Power for Offences, under the 
Degree of Capital. This Court of Star-Chamber 
is compounded of good Elements, for it conſiſteth 
of four Kinds of Perſons; Counſellors, Peers, 
Prelates, and Chiet- Judges. It di cerneth alſo 
pirncipally of four Kinds of Cauſes; Forces, 
Frauds, Crimes various of Stellionate, and the 
Inchoatiors or middle Acts towards Crimes Capi- 
tal, or heinous, tot actually committed or per- 
petrated. But that which was principally aimed 
at by this Act was Force, and the two chief 
Supports of Force, Combination of Multitudes, 
and Maintenance or Headſhip of great ety (5). 

* From 


(r) Kenner, f. 594. | 

(s) It ss to be obſe. v 4, that notw thſtan ling Lord Bacon's high 
CTaractor of this new Court ot Juſtice, yet it was look d upon in a 
ſucceeding 
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From the general Peace of the Country, the King Henry VII. 


King's Care went on to the Peace of the Kirg's 
Houſe, and the decurity of his great Offi ers and 
Counſellors. But this L was ſomewhat of a 
ſtrange Compolition and Temper ; That if any 
of the King's Servants under the Degree of a Lord, 


do conipire the Death of any of the King's Coun Confpiring the 
ſel, or Lord of the Realm, it is made Capital. Death of the 
This Law was thought to be procured by the e's Counſel g 


Lord Chancellor, who being a ſtern and haughty 
Man, and finding he had ſome mortal Enemies 
in Court, provided for his 9wn Safety; diowning 
the Envy of it in a general Law, by communi- 
cating the Privilege with all other Counſellors and 
Peers, and yet not daring to extend it further, 
than to the King's Servants in Checkrowle, leſt 
it ſhould have been too harſh to the Gentlemen, 
and other Commons of the Kingdom ; who 
might have thought their ancient Liberty and 
the Clemency of the Laws of England invaded, 
if the Will in any Caſe of Felony, ſhouli be made 
the Deed. And yet the Reaſon which the Act 
yieldeth (that is to ſay, That he that conſ;;ireth 
the Death of Counſellors may be thought indirect- 
17 and by a Means, to conſpire the Death of the 

ing himſelf) is indifferent to all Subjects, as well 
as to Servants in Court, However it ſeems this 
ſufficed to ſerve the Lord Chancellor's Turn at 
this Time: But yet heliv'd to need a general 
Law, for that he grew afterwards as odious to the 
Country, as he was then to the Court. 

From the Peace of the King's Houſe, the 
King's Care extended to the Peace of private 
Houſes and Families; for there was an excellent 
moral Law moulded thus; The taking and car- 
rying away Women forcibly, and again t ther 


Will, (except Female Wards and Bund Women) R 


3 Was 


ſucceeding Reign, as no better than an Act of gre:t Tyranny ; 

though begun by a King de Fa 7o, and confirmed by a Parlament, 

This Court conſiſted of Counſellors, Peers, PC Aa, 24 Ohiele 

udges ; it took Coznizance of Forces, Fraud, Antes towards 
inous and capital Crimes, not actually commuted, 
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Eivg Henry VII. was made Capital. The Parliament wiſely and 


Privilege of 


bl 


juſtly conceiving, that the obtaining of Women 
by Force into Poſſeſſion (how lſoever afterwards 
Aſſent might follow by Allurements) was but a 
Rape drawn forth in length, becauſe the firſt 
Force drew on all the reſt. 

© There was made alſo another Law for Peace 


in general, and repreſſing of Murthers and Man- 


ſlaughters, and was inAmendment of the Common 
Laws of the Realm, being this ; That whereas 
by the Common Law, the King's Suit in caſe of 
Homicide, did expect the Year and the Day, 
allow'd to the Party's Suit by Way of Appeal ; 
and that it was found by Experience, that the 
Party was many Times compounded with, and 
many Times wearied with the Suit, ſo that in 
the End ſuch Suit was let fall, and by that Time 
the Matter was in a Manner forgotten, and there- 
by Proſecution at the King's Suit by Indictment 
(which is ever beſt, flagrante Crimine) neglected; 
it was ordained, That the Suit by Indictment 
might be taken as well at any Time within the 
Year and the Day, as after, not prejudicing ne- 
vertheleſs the Parties Suit. 

© The King began alſo then, as well in Wiſ- 
dom as in Juſtice, to pare a little the Priviiege of 
Clergy, ordaining, That Clerks convicted ſhould 
be burnt in the Hand, both becaute they might 
taſte of ſome corporal Puniſhment, and that they 
might carry a Brand of Infamy. But for this 
good Act's Sake, the King himſelf was after 
branded by Perkin's Proclamation, for an exe- 
crable Breaker of the Rites of Holy Church. 

Another Law was made for the better Peace 


of the Country; by which Law the King's Offi- 


cers and Farmers were to forfeit their Places and 
Holds, in caſe of unlawful Retainer, or partaking 

in Riots and unlawful Aſſemblies. 
© Theſe were the Laws that were made for 
repreſſing of Force, which thoſe Times did chiefly 
x<quire ; and were ſo prudently framed, as they 
«rs 
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are found fit for all ſucceeding Times, and ſo King Henry v11. 


continue to this Day. 
There was alſo made good and politick Laws 


in that Parliament, againſt Uſury, which is the And Ulury, 


Baſtard Uſe of Money ; and againſt unlawful 
Chievances and Exchanges, which is Baſtard 
Uſury. And allo for the Security of the King's 
Cuſtoms ; and for the Employment of the Pro- 
ceedures of Foreign Commodities, brought in by 
Merchant-ſtrangers, upon the Native Commodi- 
ties of the Realm: Together with ſome other 
Laws of leſs Importance,” 

But, notwithſtanding theſe good and falutary 
Laws were, by the three Eſtates, enacted ; yet 
the People were ſo far ſrom being well reconciled 
to the Government that they ſeemed to watch all 
Opportunities to rebel againſt it. Accordingly, 
when the King's Commiſſioners came down to 
levy the Subſidy in Yorkfhire and the Biſhoprick 


of Durham, the Inhabitants began to mutiny; An Inſurrection 
ſaying openly, That they had lately endured a in the North. 


thouſand Injurics, and that they neither could 
nor would pay the Tax demanded. This was 
their Pretence; but Lord Bacon obſerves that the 
Refuſal did not proceed from any preſent Neceſ- 
ſity, but from the old Humour of thoſe Countries; 
where the Memory of King Richard was fo 
ſtrong, that, like Lees, it lay in the Bottom of 
Men's Hearts; and, if the Veſſel was but ſtirred, 
it would come up (t). The Commiſſioners, be- 
ing ſomewhat aſtoniſhed, referred the Matter to 
the Earl of Northumberland, who was the prin- 
cipal Man for Authority in thoſe Parts. The 
Earl inſtantly informed the Court of it, and fig- 
nified in plain Terms how boiſterous theſe Nor- 
"W082 thern 

(t) Ld. Bacon, 595. Hart's Chronicle, Henry VII. Fol. XVI, 


GrarrTon, P. 807, Cc. 
The particular Regard that the Citizens of York, with the In- 


habitants of the adjacent Counties paid to King Richard, and he to 
them, is beſt ſeen in ſome Letters and Memorials, extracted from 


an old Regiſter Book in that City, which are printed in Daaxx's 
"Hiſtory of York, Fol, Lend. 1736. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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King Heary VII. thern People were, and deſired the King's Direc- 


Which is ſup- 


tions about the Affair. Henry being, as the Say- 
ing is, as ſtiff as they were ſturdy, ſent back a 
peremptory Anſwer, * That he would not abate 
one Penny of a Subſidy, which had been grant- 
ed him by Parliament; becauſe it might en- 
courage other Counties to expect the like Re- 
© leaſe, or Mitigation ; but, chiefly, becauſe he 
© would never ſuffer - that the baſe Multitude 
* ſhould fruſtrate the Authority of Parliament, 
* wherein their Votes and Conſents were included. 
Upon this Diſpatch from Court the Earl aſſembled 
the principal Juſtices and Frecholders of the 
County ; and delivered the King's Mind to 
them in the very ſame imperious Language it was 
ſent ; which ſhould not have been fo, but that, 
as Lord Bacon obſerves, this harſh Buſineſs was 
unfortunately fallen into the Hands of a harſh 
Man. In ſhort, it proved fatal to himſelf ; for 
this Meſſage did not only irritate the People 
greatly, but made them conceive that the Deli- 
verer of it was the principal Contriver and Per- 
ſuader of the Council. A Mob, or Rabble of 
People, roſe inſtantly upon it, and, aſſailing the 
Duke's Houſe, flew him and ſeveral of his Ser- 
vants. Nor did it ſtop here, for the Kabble creating 
for their Leader one Sir John Egremond, a fac- 
tious Perſon, and one who for a long time had 
born the King an ill Will; being animated, allo, 
by another Incendiary, a mean Fellow, called 
John a Chambre, who bore a principal Sway a- 
mongſt them, they broke out into an open Re- 
bellion, and gave out in flat Terms, that they 
would march againſt King Henry, and fight for 
the Maintenance of their Liberties. 

When the King was advertiſed of this new In- 
ſurrection, which, ſays the noble Hiſtorian, was a 
Fever which almoſt took him every Year; ac- 
cording to his Manner, he ſeemed little troubled 
at it, but ſent down the Earl of Surrey with a 
ſufficient Force againſt the Rebels ; who, _ 

with, 
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with, and defeated them, taking Priſoner one of King Henry VIL 
their Leaders John a Chambre; the other, Sir 

ahn Egremond, found means to eſcape into 
Flanders, to the Lady Margaret Ducheſs of Bur- 
gundy ; whoſe Court was then an Ahlum for all 
the Enemies to King Henry. 

Soon after this Defeat the King came down to Ani the Chiets 
York, where John a Chambre was executed in executed. 
great State; for he was hanged upon a Gibbet, 
raiſed a Stage higher than a Pair of ſquare Gal- E 
lows, in the midſt of which it was placed ; and, 
as a Traitor paramount, he was mounted, whilſt 
the Chief of his Accomplices were hanged on a 
lower Story round about him. The reſt of the 
Rebels were pardoned ; and the King having 
well ſettled theſe Northern Commotions, returned 
to London; leaving the Earl of Surrey his Lieute- 
nant in thoſe Parts, and Sir Richard Tunſtal for 
his principal Commiſſioner to levy the Subſidy ; 
of which, adds the noble Hiſtorian, he did not 
remit one Demier. This Inſurrection happened 
in the Year 1489. And, . 

At the End of this fourth Year of his Reign, 
the King thought Hit to call another Parliament, 
but the expreſs Time is not mentioned in Dugdale; 
for the Summons to this, and the Parliaments in 
the two ſucceeding Years, are not to be found 
on the Rolls (u). However, the S:atute- Books 
tay, it began on January 13, Anno Regni 4. 

Lord Bacon obſerves, that the King did not call, Regt 
this Parliament fo ſoon after the laſt, for any par- — 
ticular Occaſion of State; but becauſe the former 
Parliament, being ended ſqmewhat too ſuddenly, 
in regard of the Preparation for Brittany, he 
thought he had not remunerated his People ſuf- 
ficiently with good Laws, which evermore was 
his Retribution for "Treaſure. But tho' the Stile 
of our noble Hiſtorian be ſome what too ſtiff oe 

theſe 

() Anno 4, 5 & 6 Hen, VII. Nullæ Summenitiones recordate. 

Ducpartt's Summons te Parliament. 
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#*- P E . 
+ theſe Times, yet his Matter and Connection are 
—_ conſonant A this Deſign, that we ſhall make 
no Apology for another long Quotation from him, 

= in his own Words, as follows : 1 | 
| © The King finding by the Inſurrection in the 
| North, there was Diſcontentment abroad, in reſpect 
| of the 7 he thought it good to give his 
Laws made in Subjects yet farther Contentment, and Comfort 
88 in that kind. Certainly his Times for good Com- 
* monwealths Laws did excel; ſo as he may juſtly 
be celebrated for the beſt Law-giver to this Na- 
tion, after King Edward the Firſt. For his 
Laws (who ſo marks them well) are deep, and 
not vulgar; not made upon the Spur of a parti- 
cular Occaſion ſor the preſent, but out of Pro- 
vidence of the future, to make the Eſtate of his 
People ſtill more and more happy; after the man- 
ner of the Legiſlators in ancient and heroical 

Times. _ 

© Firſt, therefore, he made > ſuitable to 
his own Acts and Times. For, ad himſelf had in 
his Perſon and Matriage made a final Concord, 
in the great Suit and Title for the Crown; ſo by 
this Law he ſettled the like Peace and Quiet in 
the private Poſſeſſions of the Subjects. Ordain- 

Relating toFines;ing, That Fines thenceforth ſhould be final, to 
conclude all Strangers Rights; and that upon 
Fines levied, and ſolemnly proclaimed, the Subject 
ſhould have his Time of Watch for five Years 
after his Title accrued ; which, if he fore-paſſed, 
his Right ſhould be bound for ever after; with 
ſome Exception nevertheleſs, of Minors, married 
Women, and ſuch incompetent Perſons. 

* This Statute did in effect but reſtore an an- 
cient Statute of the Realm, which was itfelf alſo 
made but in Affirmance of the Common-Law. 
The Alteration had been by a Statute, commonly 
called the Statute of Non-Claim, made in the 
Time of Edward the Third. And — this 


Law was a kind of Prognoſtic of the good Peace, 
which 
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which fince his Time hath for the moſt Part 
continued in this Kingdom, until this Day. For 
Statutes of Non-Claim are fit for Times of War, 
when Mens Heads are troubled, that they cannot 
intend their Eſtate; but Statutes, that quiet Poſ- 
ſeſſions, are fitteſt for Times of Peace, to extin- 
guiſh Suits and Contentions, which is one of the 
Banes of Peace. 

Another Statute was made of fingular Policy, 
for the Population apparently, and (if it be tho- 
roughly conſidered) for the Soldiery and Military 
Forces of the Realm. 

© Incloſures at that time began to be more fre- 
quent, whereby Arable Land which could not be 
manured without People and Families) was turned 
into Paſture, which was calily rid by a few Herdſ- 
men; and Tenancies for Years, Lives and at 
Will (whereupon much of the Yeomanry lived) 
were turned into Demeſnes. IT his bred a Decay 
of People, and (by conſequence) a Decay of 
Towns, Churches, Tithes, and the like. The 
King likewiſe knew full well, and in no wiſe 
forgot, that there enſued withal upon this a Decay 
and Diminution of Subſidy and Taxes ; for the more 
Gentlemen, ever the lower Books of Subſidies. 
In remedying of this Inconvenicnce, the King's 
Wiſdom was admirable, and the Parliament's at 
that Time. Incloſures they would not forbid, 
for that had been to forbid the Improvement of 
the Patrimony of the Kingdom; nor Tillage they 
would not compel, for that was to ſtrive with 
Nature and Utility. But they took a courſe to 
take away depopulating Inclutures, ard depopu- 
lating Paſturage, and yet not by that Name, or 
by any imperivus expreſs Prohibition, but by Con- 
ſequence. The Ordinance was, 'That all Houſes 
of Huſbandry, that were uſed with twenty Acres 
of Ground, and upwards, ſhould be maintained 
and kept up for ever ; together with a competent 
Proportion of Land to be uſed and 2 

. nem ; 


King Henry VII, 


The Soldiery g 


Incloſures ef 
Land, 
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King Henry VII. them, and in no wiſe to be ſevered from them; 
as by another Statute, made afterwards in his Suc- 
ceflor's Time, was more fully declared. This upon 
Forfeiture to be taken ; not by way of popular Ac- 
tion, but by Seizure of the Land itſelf, by the King 
and Lords of the Fee, as to half the Profits, till 
the Houſes and Lands were reſtored. By this 

means the Houſes being kept up, did of Neceſſity 

my inforce a Dweller ; and the Proportion of Land 
A for Occupation being kept up, did of Neceſſity 
inforce that Dweller, not to be a Beggar or Cot- 
tager, but a Man of ſome Subſtance, that might 
keep Hinds and Servants, and ſet the Plough on 
going. This did wonderfully concern the Might 
and Manhood of the Kingdom, to have 
Fermes, as it were of a Standard ſufficient to 
maintain an able Body out of Penury ; and did in 
effect amortize a great Part of the Lands of the 
Kingdom unto the Hold and Occupation of the 
Yeomanry, or middle People, of a Condition 
between Gentlemen and Cottagers or Peaſants. 
Now, how much this did advance the military 
Power of the Kingdom, is apparent by the true 
Principles of War, and the Examples of other 
Kingdoms. For it hath been held by the general 
Opinion of Men of beſt Judgment in the Wars 
(howſoever ſome have varied, and that it may 
receive ſome Diſtinction of Caſe) that the prin- 
cipal Strength of an Army conliſteth in the In- 
fantry or Foot. And to make good Infantry, it 
requireth Men bred, not in a ſervile or indigent 
Faſhion, but in ſome free and plentiful Manner. 
Therefore, if a State run moſt to Noblemen and 
Gentlemen, and that the Huſband- men and 
Plough-men be but as their Work-folks and La- 
bourers, or elſe mecr Cottagers (which are but 
Houſe Beggars) you may have a good Cavalry, 
but never good ſtable Bands of Foot; like to 
Coppice-Woods, that if you leave in them 
Staddles too thick, they will run to Buſhes and 
Briars, 


| On . @” 
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Briars, and have little clean Underwood. And King Henry VIE. 


this is to be ſeen in France and Ttaly, and ſome 
other Parts abroad, where in effect all is Nobleſle, 
or Peſantry; I ſpeak of People out of Towns, and 
no middle People; and therefore no good Forces 
of Foot: Inſomuch, as they are inforced to em- 
ploy mercenary Bands of Sw!7zers, and the like, 
for their Battalions of Foot: Whereby alſo ir 
comes .to paſs, that thoſe Nations have much 
People, and few Soldiers. Whereas the King 
ſaw, that contrariwiſe it would follow, that 
England, though much leſs in Territory, yet 
ſhould have infinitely more Soldiers of their native 
Forces, than thoſe other Nations have. Thus 
did the King {ecretiy ſow Hydra's Teeth, where- 
from (according to the Poets Fiction) ſhould riſe up 
armed Men for the Service of the Kingdom. 

* The King alſo (having Care to make his 
Realm potent, as well by Sea as by Land) for the 
better Maintenance of the Navy, ordained, That 


Wines and Woads from the Parts of Gaſcoigny and T4, wine. 
Languedoc, ſhould not be brought but in Exgliſb Trade. 


Bottoms; bowing the ancient Policy of this Eſtate, 
from Conſideration of Plenty to Con ſideration of 
Power. For that almoſt all the ancient Statutes 
incite by all means Merchant-Strangers, to bring 
in all Sorts ot Commodities; having for End 
Cheapneſs, and not lo king to the Point of State 
concerning the Naval Power. 

© The King alto mide a Statute in that Parlia- 


ment Monitory and Minatory, towards Juſtices juſtices of Peace. 


of Pezce, that bey ſhould duly execute their Of- 
fice; inviting Complaints againſt them, firſt to 
th-ir Fellow Juſtices, then to the Juſtices of 
Aſſize, then to the King or Chanccllor; and 
that a Proclamation, which he ha4 publiſhed of 
that Tenor, ſhould be read in open Seſſions four 
Times a Year, to keep them awake. Meining 
alſo to have his Laws executed, and thereby to 
reap either Obedience or Forſeitures; (wherein to- 

wards 


\ 
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the left Hand) he did ordain Remedy againſt the 


| „— wards his latter Times he did decline too much to 


Penal Laws; 


Woolen Manu- 


Practice that was grown in uſe, to ſtop and damp 
Informations upon Penal Laws; by procuring In- 
formations by Colluſion to be put in by the Con- 
federates of the Delinquents, to be faintly proſe- 
cuted, and let fall at pleaſure, and pleading them 
in bar of the Informations, which were proſecuted 
with Effect. 

$ He made alſo Laws for the Correction of the 
Mint and counterfeiting of foreign Coin current. 
And that no Payment in Gold ſhould be made to 
any Merchant- Stranger, the better to keep Trea- 
ſure within the Realm, for that Gold was the 
Metal that lay in leaſt Room. 

© He made alſo Statutes for the Maintenance of 
Drapery, and the keeping of Wools within the 
Realm; and not only ſo, but for ſtinting and 
limiting the Prices of Cloth; one for the finer, 
and another for the courſer Sort. Which I note, 
both becauſe it was a rare thing to ſet Prices by 
Statute, eſpecially upon our Home-Commadities ; 
and becauſe of the wiſe Model of the Act, not 
preſcribing Prices, but ſtinting them not to exceed 
a Rate, that the Clothier might drape accordingly, 
as he might afford. 

Divers other good Statutes were mide that 
Parliament, but theſe were the principal. And 
here I do defire thoſe, into whoſe Hands this 
Work ſhall fall, that they do take in good Part 
my long inſiſting upon the Laws that were made 
in this King's Reign ; whereof I have theſe Rea- 
ſons : Both becauſe it was the preheminent Virtue 
and Merit of this King, to whoſe Memory I do 
Honour; and becauſe it hath ſome Correſpondence 
to my Perſon ; but chiefly, becauſe (in my Judg- 
ment) it is ſome Defect even in the beſt Writers 
of Hiſtory, that they do not often enough ſum- 
marily deliver and ſet down the moſt memorable 
Laws, that paſſed in the Times whereof they 

Write, 


of ENGLAND. 431 


write, being indeed the principal Acts of Peace. King Henry VII, 


For though they may be had in original Books of 
Law themſelves; yet that informeth not the 
Judgment of Kings and Counſellors, and Perſons 
of Eftate, ſo well as to ſee them deſcribed, and 
entered in the Table and Pourtrait of the Times.” 

Monſ. Rapin takes no Manner of Notice of 
this Parliament. His Annotator hath given us the 
Heads of ſome more Statutes made in it, but 
there were ſtill others, in Reference to the 
Church, which are not taken Notice of by Lord 
Bacon ; but are what we think proper juſt to 
mention. | 


Firſt, an Act was paſſed, That all Letters Rengious Houſes, 


* Patents granted to any Religious Houſes, for 
© diſcharging them from the Payment of Tithes, 
© ſhould be void and of no Effect. 


Next, Recauſe People were embolden'd by Murder and Rob- 
© the Benefit of the Clergy, to commit Murder, bery. 


* Robbery, Sc. To prevent this Inconvenience, 
© this Privilege is reſtrained to the firſt Offence, 
and new Penalties enacted againſt Offenders 
in ſuch Caſes (x). 

We have now a Gap of Time of three Years, 
Before we meet with an Account of another Par- 
liament; in which Interval, the Exigencies of 
State had render'd it abſolutely neceſſary to have a 
Quarrel with France. 

We ſhall paſs over ſome Altercations, in the 
noble Hiſtorian, between Henry and the French 
King, tending more towards ſhewing a deeper 
Reach in Politics, than any real Deſign to enter 
into an actual War with each other. A more 
particular Account of which will be as well ſeen 
in the Proceedings of the next Parliament; which 
the King found himſelf oblig'd to call by Writs, 
bearing Date at /Ye/lminſter, Auguſt 12, to meet 
at the ſame Place, on the 17th of October follow- 

ing. 


(x) Statutes 4 Hen, VII. Cap. 5, 13. Corutien's Eceleſ, 
Rift. p. 703. 
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King Henry VIL.ing. The firſt Writ to the Peers is directed to his 


Anno Regni, 7. 
1492. 
At Weſtminſter. 


moſt dear firſt-born Son Arthur, Prince of Wales, 
Sc. a Child then about two Years of Age (). 


At the Time appointed, being all afſembled 
as uſua}, the King himſelf ſpoke to them, from 
the Throne, in theſe Words : 


My Lords, and you the Commons, 


JJ fn [ purpoſed to make a War in Brittainy by 
my Lieutenant, I made Declaration thereef 
to you by my Chancellor; but now that I mean to 
make a Mur upon France in Perſon, I will declare 
it to you myſelf. That War was to defend another 
Man's Right, but this is to recover our own ; and 
that ended by Accident, but we hope this ſhall end 
in Victory. | 
The French King troubles the Chriſtian Warld. 


Dat which he bath is not his own, and yet he ſeeketh 


more. He hath inveſted himſelf of Brittainy. He 
maintaineth the Rebels in Flanders, and he threat- 
neth Italy. For Ourſelves, he hath proceeded from 
Diſſinulation to Neglect, and from Neglect 10 Con- 
tumely, He hath aſſailed our Confederates ; be 
denieth our Tribute. In a Mord, he ſeeks Mar; 
did not his Father, but fought Peace at our 
Hands; and fo perhaps will he, when good Coun- 
cil or Time ſhall. make him ſee as much as his Father 

1 
Mean while, let us make his Ambition our Ad- 
vantage; and let us not ſtand upon 4 few Crowns 
of Tribute or Acknowledgement, but (by the Favour 
of Almighty Good) try cur Rizht for the Cron of 
France it/elf ; remembering that there hath been a 
French King Priſoner in England, and a King of 
England crawne4 in France. Our Confederates 
are not diminiſhed. Burgundy is in 4 mightier 
Hand than ever, and never more provoked. Brit- 
tainy cannot hep us, but it may hurt them, New 
Acque/is are more Burthen than Strength, The 
| Malecontents 


(y) Ducparx's Summons, Anne 7. Hen. VII. p. 430, 
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Malecontents of his own mages _ not been King Hoary 
ur of an 


baſe, popular, nor titulary Impoſlors, 
higher Nature. The King of Spain (doubt ye not) 
will join with us, not knowing where the French 


King's Ambition will ſtay. Our Holy Father the 


Pope likes no Tramontanes in Italy. But howſoever 
it be, this Matter of Confederates is rather to te 
thought on than reckoned on, For, God forbid, 
but England ſhould be able to get Reaſon of France, 
without a Second. 

At the Battles of Creſſy, Poitiers, Agen- 
Court, we were of Ourſelves. France hath much 
People, and few Soldiers. They have no flable Bands 
of Feat. Some good Horſe they have, but thoſe are 
Forces which are leaft fit for a defenſive War, 
where the Afions are in the Aſſailants Choice, It 
was our Diſcords only that loft France ; and (by the 
Power of God) it is the good Peace tubich we now 
enjoy, that will recover it. God bath hitherto 
bleſſed my Sword. I have in this Time that I have 
reigned, weeded out my bad. Subjefts and tried my 
good. My People and I know one another, wh ch 
breeds Confidence. Aud if there ſhould le any bad 
Blood left in the Kingdom, an honourable Foreign 
War will vent it, or purify it. In this great 
Buſine, i, let me have your Advice and Aid. If any 
of you were to make his Son Knight, you might have 
Aid of your Tenants by Law. This concerns the 
Knighthzod and Spurs ¶ the Kingdom, whereof I 
am Father; and tound not only to ſeek to maintain 
it, but to advance it. But fer Matter of Treaſure, 
bet it not be taken from the pocrer Sort ; but from 
thoſe, to whom the Benefit of the War may redaund. 
France is no Wilderneſs ; and 1, that profeſs good 
Husbandry, hope to make the Mar, after the Be- 
ginnings, to pay itſelf. Go together in God's 
Name, and le no Time ; for I have called this 
Parliament wholly for this Cauſe. 

Lord Bacon obſerves, * That the Parliament took 
Fire immediately at this Speech, being ever 
affeCtionate to a War with France; but, at this 

Vor. II. E e Time 


Vi 


King Henry VII. 


A War with 
France reſalved 
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Time the more ſo, in order to repair the Diſho. 
nour they thought the King had ſuſtained by the 
Loſs of Britany. be” 

© Therefore they adviſed the King, with great 
Alacrity, to undertake the War of France. And 
although the Parliament confiſted of the Firſt and 
SecondNobility, together with the principal Citizen: 
and Townſmen, yet worthily and juſtly reſpecting 
more the People, whoſe Deputies they were, 
than their own private Perſons ; and finding b 
the Lord Chancellor's Speech the King's Inclina. 
tion that Way, they conſented that Commiſſion- 
ers ſhould go forth, for the gathering and levying 
of a Benevolence, from the more able Sort. This 
Tax, called Benevolence, was deviſed by Edward 
the Fourth, for which he ſuſtained much Envy, 
It was aboliſhed by Richard the Third, by Act of 
Parliament, to ingratiate himſelf with the People; 
and it was now revived by this King, but with 
Conſent of Parliament, for ſo it was not in the 
Time of King Edward the Fourth. But by this 
Way he raiſed exceeding great Sums ; inſomuch 
as the City of London, in thoſe Days, contributed 
nine thouſand Pounds and better, and that chiefly 
levied upon the wealthier Sort. There is a Tra- 
dition of a Dilemma, that Biſhop Morton, the 
Chancellor, uſed to raiſe up the Benevolence to 
higher Rates; ſome called it his Fork, and 


' ſome his Crotch. For he had couch'd an Article 


in the Inſtructions to the Commiſſioners, who 
were to levy the Benevolence, That if they met 
with any that were ſparing, they ſhould tell them, 
that they muſt needs have becauſe they laid up ; 
and if they were Spenders, they muſt needs have 
becauſe it was ſeen in their Port, and Manner of 
living. So neither Kind came amils, 

This Parliament was merely a Parliament of 
War ; for it was in Subſtance but a Declaration 
of War againſt France and Scotland, with ſome 
Statutes conducing thereunto; as the ſevere 
puniſhing of Mortpays, and keeping _ of 

oldiers 
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Soldiers Wages by Captains; the like Severity King Henry vn 
for the Departure of Soldiers without Licence ; 
ſtrengthening of the common Law in Favour of 
Protections, for thoſe that were in the King's 
Service; and the ſetting the Gate open and wide, 
for Men to ſell or mortgage their Lands without 
Fines for Alienation, to furniſh themſelves with 
Money for the War; and laſtly, the avoiding of 
all S:otti/þ Men out of England. There was alſo 
a Statute, for the diſperſing of the Standard of the 
Exchequer, throughout England; thereby to ſize 
Weights and Meaſures ; and two or three more of 

leſs Importance.” | 

Old Fabian, an Hiſtorian in theſe very Times, 
mentions the Sum which the City of Londen was 
obliged to pay to this Benevolence, more particu- 
larly than Lord Bacon. He ſays, That this Vear, 
1492, a great Benevolence was granted the King 
for his Journey into France. Towards which 
the Company of Drapers gave more than any 
other Fellowſhip in the City. Every Alderman 
then in Being, nalente valente, paid 200 l. over 
and above the Sum that was given from the 
Chamber of London, which amounted to 
9682 J. 17 5. 4d. A mighty Sum in thoſe Days, 
when, the ſame Author tells us, that a Buſhel of 
Wheat was ſold this very Year for two and 
twenty Pence ; but two Years after for Six- 
pence (a). Other Chronicles tell us, that the King 
was willing to eaſe his lower Kind of Subjects 
from Taxations, knowing very well the 
Difficulty of raifing the laſt ; and therefore fell 
upon this Way of a Benevolence from the richer 
Sort: But, pub!iſh'd at the ſame Time, that 
he ſhould meaſure the Depth of each Man's 
Affection to him by the Largeneſs or Smallneſs of 
the Gift. This Way of gathering Money, as ob- 
ſerv'd above, was firſt invented by King Edward 
the Fourth, but condemn'd in Parliament in the 
Ee 2 fir ſt 


(«) Fatiian's Chron, An. 1491, 


Os 
1e 
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Kiog Henry VII. firſt of Richard III. however, Henry thought fit 
to revive it, with the Conſent of this Parliament, 
and great Sums of Money were colleCted by theſe 
Means; tho' not without ſome Grudges from 
the Donors. | 

Hall (b) makes a very pertinent Remark upon 
the Occaſion. * By this, /ays be, a Man may 
© perceive, that what is once practis'd for the 
* Utility of a Prince, and brought to a Precedent 
© by Matter of Record, may be turned tothe great 
Prejudice of the People; if Rulers, in Autho- 
. rity will ſo adjudge and determine it.” 

ighty Preparations and Levies were now 
made for the French War, and the King actual- 

The King — embark'd with them Ac, 4 gra Fracmn, the 

in France but ſoon th, and the ſame Day he landed at Calais. 

concludes a Peace» Afterwards Henry beſieged Bulloign, in Form; 
but there he received ſuch Overtures of a Peace 
from the French King, as were very acceptable 
to him; and Morey, the Idol which Henry always 
worſhipped, ſoon brought it to a Concluſion. In 
ſhort, the Price of a Peace was ſtated on one Side, 
and agreed to on the other; by which Henry fill d 
his Coffers, but it was by the emptying of a great 
many of the Purſes of the Nobility and principal 
Perſons in the Army; who had many of them 
ſold or engag'd their Eſtates upon the Hopes of 
this War (c). Theſe ſtuck not to ſay, That 
the King had made good what he had faid in 
Parliament; That after e Mar was once begun, 
he doubted not but to make it pay itſelf. And he 
had kept his Promiſe accordingly.” 

But, tho? the Act for enabling Perſons to fell 
or mortgage their Eſtates, proved ſo pernicious to 
the Nobility at that Time and their Poſterity 

after them; yet, it has proved of infinite Service 
to the Commons of England ; who, * 
eans 


(5) Chron, Fol. 22. 

(c) Henry received from the French King, in ready Money, 
745,000 Ducats, which amounts to 186,250 J. Fnghfh ; and a 
Peuſion, or Tribute, of 25,000 Crowns yearly. J. Speed, p. 737. 
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Means have purchaſed and do now enjoy many King Henry VB. 


Eſtates which anciently belonged to the chief 

Nobility of the Kingdom. And, by thus 

weakening their Powers, Vaſſalage was taken off, 

and Henry's Title, which chiefly lay in the 

People, greatly ſtrengthened. 
Soon after the King's Return from his extra- 

ordinary Winter Campaign into France, another 

Conſpiracy broke out againſt him; which had 

like to have proved of worſe Conſequence than 

any that hitherto happened. Margaret, Dutcheſs 

of Burgundy, Siſter to Edward IV. was a 

Princeſs that watched all Opportunities to diſturb 

Henry's Repoſe ; and had now ſpirited up one 

Perkin Warbeck, a bold and comely Youth, to 

perſonate Richard Duke of York, ſaid to have 

been murthered with his Brother in the Tower. 

To the noble Hiſtorian, and the more general 

Hiſtories, we muſt refer our Readers for the 

Particulars of this Affair; which continued in 

Agitation ſome Vears before it was entirely ſet- 

tled (d). | 
In the Midſt of theſe Commotions, Henry p 

thought fit to call another Parliament; the Writs 

of Summons bearing Date at We/tmin/ler, Sep- 

tember 15th, for a Farliament to meet at the ſame 

Place on the 14th of O#ober following; which 

is ſcarce a Month's Notice (e). | | 
It were to be wiſhed, that whe noble Hiſtorian Anno Regni 17. 

would have introduced this Parliament wn * * 

me 


Ee 3 


cd) In the Year 1496, King Henry granted Licence to one Joba 
Cabot, a Citizen of Dante, and his” three Sons Lewrs, 3 
and Sancho, with five Ships, Cc. to fail to the Weft-Indies, and 
Ns Chet — Lands — Countries, as the Record an 

an ommipus ante bar t ra fuerunt incognite, 
mid was to have one Fifth of de La and Merchandizes they 
gained by this V Fed. Ang. Tom. XII. Pag 597. 

(e) DuopaLtz's Summons, Anno 11, Hen. VII. P. 481. There 
is a very great Miſtake in Kennet's Marginal Dates of Years, in 
his Edition, Lord Bacon ſays expreſsly, that this Parliament was 
called in the eleventh Year of this King, which was Anno 1497 ; 
the Notes, all , make it only 1495 and 1496. Pag. 612, &c. 
M, Rapin has fallen into the — Error. Fabian mentions a 


Parlament held at Vefminſter, in the Year 1494. 


| 
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King Henry VII. fame Solemnity as he did the laſt, with a Speech 


AR paſe'd, 


from the Throne, c. However, what he docs 


 fay relating to the Proceedings, fince he is our 


principal Guide, take in his own Phrate and Man- 
ner, as follows : | 

* This Year alſo, the King called his Parlia- 
ment; where many Laws were made, of a more 
private and vulgar Nature, than ought to detain 
the Reader of an Hiſtory. And it may be juſtly 
ſuſpected, by the Proceedings following, that as 
the King did excel in good Commonwealth Laws, 
ſo nevertheleſs he had, in ſecret, a deſign to make 
uſe of them, as well for collecting of Treaſure, 
as for correcting of Manrers ; and ſo, meaning 
thereby to harrow his People, did accumulate 
them the rather. | 

The principal Law, that was made this Par- 
liament, was a Law of a ſtrange Nature; rather 
juſt than legal, and more magnanimous than pro- 
vident. This Law did ordain, That no Perſon 
that did aſſiſt in Arms, or otherwiſe, the King 
for the time being, ſhould afterward be impeached 
therefore, or attainted, either by the Courſe of 
the Law, or by Act of Parliament: But, if any 
ſuch A& of Attainder did happen to be made, it 
ſhould be void, and of none Effect; tor that it 
was agreeable to Reaſon of Eſtate, that the Sub- 
je ſhou!d not enquire of the Juſtneſs of the 
King's Title, or Quarrel ; and it was agreeable 
to good Conſcience, that, whatſoever the Fortune 


of the War were, the Subject ſhould not ſuffer ſor 


his Obedience. The Spirit of this Law was Won- 
derfully pious and noble; being like in Matter of 
War unto the Spirit of David in Matter of Plagne, 
who faid, FA I have ſinned, ſirite me; but what 
tate theſe Sheep done! Neither wanted this Law 


Parts of prudent and dcep Fore-fight : for, it did 
the better take away occaſion for the People to 
buſy themſelves, to pry into the King's Title ; 
ſor that how ſoever it fell, their Safety was already 

provided 
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provided for. Beſides, it could not but greatly Xing Henry vn. 


draw unto him the Love and Hearts of the Peo- 
ple, becauſe he ſeemed more careful for them, 
than for himſelf. But yet nevertheleſs, it did 
take off from his Party that great Tie and Spur 
of Neceſlity, to fight and go Victors out of the 
Field; conſidering their Lives and Fortunes were 
put in Safety, and protected, whether they ſtood 
to it, or ran away. But the Force and Obliga- 
tion of this Law was in itſelf illuſory, as to the 
latter Part of it, by a precedent Act of Parlia- 
ment, to bind or fruſtrate a future. - For a ſu» 
preme and abſolute Power cannot conclude itſelf, 
neither can that which is in Nature revocable be 
made fixed ; no more than if a Man ſhould ap- 
point or declare by his Will, that if he made an 

latter Will, it ſhould be void. And for the Caſe 


of the Act of Parliament, there is a notable Prece- 


dent of it in King Henry the Eighth's Time ; 
who, doubting he might die in the Minority of 
his Son, procured an AA to paſs, That no Statute 
made during the Minority of the King, ſhould bind 
him or his Succeſſors, except it were confirmed by 
the King under his great Seal, at his full Age. But 
the firſt Act that paſſed in King Edward the 
Sixth's Time, was an Act of Repeal of that for- 
mer Act; at which time, nevertheleſs, the King 
was a Minor, But Things that do not bind may 
= for the time. 

There was alſo made a ſhoaring or underprop- 
ing Act for the Benevolence, to make the Sums 
which any Perſon had agreed to pay, and never- 
theleſs were not brought in, to be leviable by a 
Courſe of Law. Which Act did not only bring 
in the Arrears, but did indeed. countenance the 
whole Buſineſs, and was pretended to be made at 
the Defire of thoſe, that had been forward to 


pay (VJ. 
0 Ee 4 This 


Cf) This Act brought in, Mil, very large Sums to the King's 
The Arrears being very conſiderable, becauſe the =P 
wi 
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King Henry VII. In this Parliament alſo was made that good Law ; 


which gave the Attaint upon a falſe Verdict be- 
tween Farty and Party, which before was a kind 
of Evangile, irremediable. It extends not to 
Cauſes capital, as well becauſe they are for the 
moſt Part at the King's Suit, as becauſe in them, 
if they be followed in Courſe of Indictment, 
there paſſeth a double Jury, the, Indictors and the 
Triers ; and ſo not twelve Men, but four and 
twenty. But it ſeemeth that was not the only 
Reaſon ; for this Reaſon holdeth not in the Ap- 
peal. But the great Reaſon was, leſt. it ſhould 
tend to the Diſcouragement of Jurors in Caſes of 
Life and Death; if they ſhould be ſubject to Suit 
and Penalty, where the Favour of Life mak«h 
againſt them. It extendeth not alſo to any Suit, 
where the Demand is under the Value of forty 
Pounds; for that in ſuch Caſes of petty Value, 
it would not quit the Charge, to go about again. 

There vas another Law made againſt a Branch 
of Ingratitude in Women, who having been ad- 
vanced by their Huſbands, or their Huſbands An- 
ceftors, ſhould alien, and thereby ſeek to defeat 
the Heirs, or thoſe in Remainder, of the Lands, 
whereunto they had 'been ſo advanced. The 
Remedy was, by giving Power to the next, to 
enter for a Forfeiture. ' 

© There was alſo enacted that charitable Law, 
for the Admiſſion of poor Suitors in Forma Pau- 
peris, without Fee to, Counſellor, Attorney, or 
Clerk ; whereby poor Men became rather able to 
vex, than unable to ſue. There were divers o- 
ther good Laws made that Parliament, as we ſaid 
before ; but we ſtill obſerve our Manner, in ſe- 
lecting out thoſe, that are not of a vulgar Na- 


iure (g). | 2 
ugh 


with France having laſted not long, many Pericns had declined to 
pay either in full, or in Part, It appears by the Public As, that 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury was indebted 1500 { Sterling. 
Fed. Ang. Tom. XII. P. 632. | 
(g) See Statutes at Large Anno Regni Henry VI. Undecime, 
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Though in the Acts of this Parliament, xing Henry vn, 
there is no mention made of the Oppoſition _— | 


on foot; whether out of Policy, or not, is uncer- 


tain ; or whether the King thought it below him 


then, to trouble the Houſes about it; yet it is 


certain, that, ſtout and wiſe as he was, he was 
not without his Apprehenfions. The Impoſtor 
had prevailed upon the King of Scots to eſpouſe 
his Quarrel; who, actually, invaded England 
the next Year ; and Henry found himſelf obliged, 
at laſt, to lay the Affair before a Parliament, 
which was ſummoned to meet at Neſtminſter, on 
Fanuary 16th, in the twelfth Year of his Reign. 

Lord Bacon ſays, * That the Winter following 
the King called his Parliament; where, ina Speech Anno Regni 12. 
from the Throne, he did much exaggerate both 1498. 
the Malice and the cruel predatory War lately ie —— 
made by the King of Scotland; That this King be- 
ing in Amity with him, and no ways provoked, The King Lys be- 
« ſhoule ſo burn in Hatred towards him, as to drink fore -= — 
© of the Lees and Dregs of Perlin's Intoxication, — —.— 
* who was every where elſe detected and Warbeck. 
© diſcarded. And that when he perceived it was 
© out of his Reach to do the King any Hurt, he 
had turned his Arms upon unarmed and unpro- 
© vided People, to ſpoil only and depopulate, con- 
© trary to the Laws both of War and Peace: 
* Concluding, that he could neither with Honour, 
nor With the Safety of his People, to whom he 
© did owe Protection, let paſs theſe Wrongs unte- 
, You. The 2 underſtood _ well, 
and gave him a Subſidy, limited to the Sum of — 
N beſides two EF teenths, For his War? 
were always to him asa Mine of Treaſure, of a 
ſiravge Kind of Ore, Iron at the Top, and Gold 
and Silver at the Bottom. At this Parliament 
(for that there had been ſo much Time ſpent in 
making Laws the Year before, and for that it was 
called purpoſely in reſpect of the Scort;h War) 
there were no Laws made to be * 

n 


vn. 


1 


g 
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Only there paſſed a Law, at the Suit of the 
Merchant- Adventurers of England, againſt the 
Merchant- Adventurers of London, for monopo- 
lizing and exacting upon the Trade: Which it 
ſeemeth they did, a little to ſave themſelves, after 
the hard Time they had ſuſtained by Want of 
Trade. But thoſe Innovations were taken away 
by Parliament. 

The Subſidy granted this Parliament, according 
to Falian, was two Tenths and a Half, two 
Aides and two Fiſteentbs, in order to raiſe the 
Sum of 120,000 l. for the Scotch War. The 
King borrow'd alſo of the City of Londen 4000 1. 
but Hall and Holling/head both ſay, that though 
this Subſidy, now granted, was not great, yet 
the common People grudged much to pay it; 
always hating ſuch Taxes and Exactions. 

The Frenth Jefuit remarks, that Henry loved 
Money ſo well, that he made a Trade of both 
Peace and War to gain it ; felling the former to 
Strangers, and the latter to his own Subjects. 
Under this Precaution, adds this Author, the 
Engliſh Nation, the leaſt tractable of all Nations 
in Paying Taxes to their Kings, are always on 
their Guard againſt him when he goes upon that 
Article (5). And, indeed, no ſooner this Sub- 
ſidy began to be levied in Cormwal, but the Corniſh 
Men roſe in an actual Rebellion againſt it; under 
the Leading of one Flammoct, a Lawyer, and 
one Michael Jeſeph, a Blackſmith. Theſe Cap- 
tains marched their Followers towards Kent ; and at 
Welles were joined by James Touchet, Lord Audley, 
who, to the great Joy of the Inſurgents, accepted 
of the ſole Command over them. From Welles 
they marched to Blackheath, where the King's 
Forces met and defeated them without much 
55 | Trouble ; 


(b) Le Peuple Anglois, le moins decile de tout Ie P 
des ror Tiga Rois, etoit toujours en Garde — 1 70 
agiſſeit de cer Article, 

12 de Reuel. . Angleterre 3 par Pere D'Orleans, Tom, II. 
2.3 


— 
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Trouble; the Lord Audley and the other Leaders King Henry VII. 
were taken Priſoners, and ſoon after executed. 

Not long after the Concluſion of the laſt Par- 
liament, Perkin's Affairs came to a Criſis; and 
aſter many Struggles io ſubvert the preſent Go- 
vernment, he was taken at laſt, and committed 
Priſoner to the Tower ; from whence, not long 
after, he was drawn to Tiburn, and there execut- Perkin executed. 
ed. But, though this Execution may be ſaid to 
be juſt enough, another followed, ſoon after, 
which muſt carry an eternal Stain of Infamy. 

Edward Plantagenet, Son to George Duke of Pau 
Clarence, who had been a Priſoner almoſt from net put to Death, 
his Cradle, was now thought proper to be ſacri- 

fic'd to the Policy of the Times (i). A Marriage 

was then tranſating between Prince Arthur, 

King Henry's eldeſt Son, and the Princeſs Ka- 

therine, Daughter to Ferdinand and Iſabella, 

King and Queen of Spain. The Spaniſb Court 

objected to the Match, becauſe Henry's Title 

might be yet diſputed whilſt a Male Heir of the 

Houſe of Vt was till living. Henry ſoon re- 

moved that Obſtacle ; and, on a feigned Accuſa- 

tion, had the poor Prince arraigned and executed. 

But, though the Marriage took Place upon 

this, yet it prov'd a very unhappy one to the 

Princeſs. Prince Arthur died, as is ſaid, before Arthur, Prince of 
Conſummation ; and the Princeſs being afterward Wales, married, 
married to Henry the King's ſecond Son, was, 

after twenty Years Cohabitation, divorced from 

him. On the Declaration of which, the unhappy 

Queen uſed this remarkable Expreſſion ; That e 

had not offended ; but that it was 4 Fudgment of 

God, for that her former Marriage was made in 


Blood. 
Henry 


(i) Hall writes, that this poor Prince was kept cloſe Priſoner, 
almoſt from the Sight of Men, but eſpecially of Birds and Beaſts ; 
inſomuch that he could not tall a Gooſe from a Capon. 

An, 75. Hen. 7. Fl. 1. 


* 


1 


% 
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Henry, being now freed from all his Enemies, 
ſet himſelf earneſtly to indulge his favourite Paſſion 
of Avarice. And, to that End made Uſe of 
very ſcandalous Ways and Means; of which the 
noble Hiftorian is full of Inſtances. But, it wasnot 
till ſeven Years after the laſt, that he thought fit 
to ſummon another Parliament; a larger Space 


of Time from calling thoſe Aſſemblies, than we 


Anno Regni 19. 
1505. 
At Weſtminſter. 


have met with in many preceeding Reigns. The 
Summons to this Parliament is not on Record ; 
or at leaſt, is not in Dugdale ; but our Statute- 
Books inform us, that it met on the 16th Day of 
January, in the 19th Year of this Reign. | 

The King's Pretence in aſſembling this Parlia- 
ment, was the Neceſſity of reviving certain 
Statutes and making ſome new ones. Put, the 
real Motive was to demand a Subſidy for his eldeſt 
Daughters Dowry, juſt then married to the 
King of Szots. The Cuſtom of demanding Mo- 
ney on ſuch Occaſions, ſays Rapin (#), was too 
advantageous to this King to ſuffer it to be aboliſh- 
ed. The new Queen's Portion was but 30,000 
Nobles ; but, the Subſidy granted may be well 
thought more conſiderable, beſides a handſome 
Preſent made by the Clergy on the fame Account. 
So that inſtead of emptying his Coffers, by the 
Marriage of his Daughter, he fill'd them the 


_ fuller for it. 


Old Fabian, whoſe Chronicle ends in the laſt 
Year of this King, informs us, that it was not a 
Subſidy, but only an Aid of 36, ooo l. that was 
granted ; though, he does not tell us-whether 
it was on the Marriage of the Princeſs, or not. 

Lord Bacon begins his Account of the Proceed- 
ings in this Parliament with obſerving, That a 
Man may eaſily gueſs how abſolute the King 
took himſelf to be with his Parliament, when his 


Edmund — Creature Dudley, that was ſo odious to the 


Eſq; choſe 
er. 


Public, was made Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
c mons. 
(k) Fel. Edit. p. 687. 
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mons. He tells us, that there were not any King Henry VII. 


memorable Statutes made in it, relating to public 
Government; and thoſe that were paſs'd, had till 
aStamp of the King's Wiſdom and Policy ; that 
is, of his Craft and Avarice. The noble Hiſtorian 
hath given us ſo full a View of this * unjuſt 
Exactions, drawn up in a very few 
the End of his Account of the 4a made in this 
Parliament, that it cannot be unacceptable to our 
Readers. | 

* There was a Statute made for the diſanulling 
of all Patents of Leaſe or Grant, to ſuch as came 
not upon lawful Summons, to ſerve the King in 
his Wars, againſt his Enemies or Rebels, or that 
ſhould depart without the King's Licence ; with 
an Exception of certain Perſons of the Long Robe. 
Providing nevertheleſs, that they ſhould have the 
King's Wages, from their Houſe, till their 
Return Home again. There had been the like 
made before for Offices, and this Statute it 
was extended to Lands. But a Man may eafily 
ſee by many Statutes made in this King's Time, 
that the King thought it ſafeſt to aſſiſt Martial 
Law by Law of Parliament. 

Another Statute was made, prohibiting the 
bringing in of ManufaCtures of Silk wrought by 
itſelf, or mix'd with any other Thread. But it 
was not of Stuffs of whole Piece (for that the 
Realm had of them no Manufacture in Uſe at 
that Time) but of Knit Silk, or Texture of Silk; 
as Ribbands, Laces, Cawls, Points, and Girdles, 
Dc. which the People of England could then 
well ſkill to make. This Law pointed at a true 
Principle; that where Foreign Materials are but 
Superfluities, Foreign ManufaQtures ſhould be 
prohibited. For that will either baniſh the Super- 
fluity or gain the Manufacture. 

© There was a Law alſo of Reſumption of 
Patents of Goals, and the re-annexing of them 
to the Sheriffwicks ; priviledg'd Officers being = 

Cid, 


ords, At Laws enated, 
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King Henry VII. — an Interruption of Juſtice, than priviledg d 
CES, 
There was likewiſe a Law to reſtrain the 

Bye-Laws or Ordinances of Corporations, which 
many Times were againſt the Prerogative of the 
King, the Common-Law of the Realm, and the 
Liberty of the Subject, being Fraternities in Evil. 
It was therefore provided, that pep ſhould not 
be -put in Execution, without the Allowance of 
the Chancellor, Treaſurer, and the two Chief 
Juſtices, or three of them, or of the two Juſtices 
of Circuit where the Corporation was. 

Another Law was, in Effect, to bring in the 
Silver of the Realm to the Mint, in making all 
clipped, diminiſhed, or impair'd Coins of Silver (1), 
not to be current in Payments; without giving 
any Remedy of Weight, but with an Exception 
only of a reaſonable Wearing, which was as no- 
thing in reſpect of the Uncertainty ; and ſo, upon 
the Matter, to ſet the Mint on Work, and to 
give Way to new Coins of Silver, which ſhould 
be then minted. 

There was likewiſe a long Statute againſt 
Vagabonds, wherein two Things may be noted; 
the one the Diſlike the Parliament had of Goaling 
of them, as that which was chargeable, peſterous, 
and of no open Example. The other, that in the 
Statutes of this King's Time, for this of the 
nineteenth Year is not the only Statute of that 
Kind, there are ever coupled, the Puniſhment of 
Vagabonds, and the forbidding of Dice, and 
Cards, and unlawful Games, unto Servants and 
mean People, and the putting down and ſuppreſ- 
ſing of Ale-Houſes, as Strings of one Root toge- 
ther, and as if the one were unprofitable without 
the other, | 

As for Riot and Retainers, there paſſed ſcarce 
any Parliament in this Time without a Law 


againſt 
(0 Groats, Half Groats, and Stillings with Half Faces, Fob, 
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againſt them, the King ever having an Eye to kia Henry Vi, 


Might and Multitude. 


* There was granted alſo in that Parliament a A «, 
Subfidy, both for the Temporality and the Kassa 


Clergy. And yet nevertheleſs, e'er the Year 
expir'd, there went out Commiſſions for a general 
Benevolence ; though there were no Wars, no 
Fears. The fame Year the City gave 5000 
Marks, for Confirmation of their Liberties ; a 
Thing fitter for the Beginnings of Kings Reigns, 
than the latter Ends. Neither was it a ſmall 
Matter, that the Mint gained upon the late 
Statute, by the Re-coinage of Groats and Half 
Groats, now T welve-pences, and Six-pences. 
As for Empſon and Dudley's Mills, they did grind 
more than ever. So that it was a ſtrange Thing, 
to ſee what Golden Showers poured down upon 
the King's Treaſury at once. The laſt Payments 
of the Marriage- Money from Spain; the Subſidy ; 
the Benevolence; the Re-coinage ; the Redempti- 
on of the City's Liberties; the Caſualties. And 
this is the more to be marvell'd at, becauſe the 
King had then no Occaſions at all of Wars or 
Troubles. He had now, but one Son and one 
Daughter unbeſtow'd. He was wiſe ; he was of 
an high Mind ; he needed not to make Riches his 
Glory, He did excel in ſo many Things elle ; 
fave that certainly Avarice doth ever find in itſelf g 


Matter of Ambition. Belike he thought to leave Avarice. 


his Son ſuch a Kingdom, and ſuch a Maſs of 
Treaſure, as he might chooſe his Greatneſs where 
he would (m). 

This was the laſt Parliament called in the Reign, 
of Henry VII. who lived not three Years after 


the Diſſolution of it. He died at Richmond, in His Death and 
Surrey, April 22, 1508. inthe 52d Year of his Characber. 


Age, and the 23d of his Reign. 
The French Jeſuit, before quoted, has drawn 
up this Prince's Character in a very ſublime and 
copiouʒ 


( Lord Bacex. 
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copious Manner. We are perſuaded that 2 
tranſlated Abſtract of it cannot be improper to 
conclude this Reign (u). 

After mentioning his exceſſive Avarice in the 
Accumulation of Riches, by Means of his two 


chief Sollicitors, Empſon and Dudley; he adds, 


© That notwithſtanding this, Henry was a great 
© Prince, of a ſuperior and ſolid Senſe, of appro- 
© ved Valour, profound Politics, and of great 

Application to public Affairs. Making War 
< with Conduct, without loving of it; and 
© affeting Peace without ſeeming to demand it. 
Lively and active, but always circumſpeCt ; 
© knowing better than any other Prince the real 
and ſolid Intereſt of his State, and the Allian- 
ces agreeable to it. No King of England ever 
© knew better the Secret how to make the Royal 
© Prerogative and the People's Privileges conſonant 
© to each other ; nor the Temper he ought to 
© keep to be Maſter of the Parliament, without 
© ſeeming to force a Compliance from them. 
© He had neither Favourites nor Miſtreſſes; paid 
© all due Reſpect to his Mother, loved his Wife 
© and educated his Children well; but never let 
* his Family concern themſelves with the State. 
© In the Command of his Armies, and the 
Management of public Affairs, he always em- 
© ploy'd Men of Quality, rather than other Men; 
© but, he ever preferred the ableſt and moſt 
© deſerving of them. | a 

In ſhort, he did Abundance for a Prince that 
© paſſed from Exile toa Throne ; who hadfound 
the Kingdom torn to Pieces, as it were, by a 


© long and bloody Civil War, carried on by two 


and in the Perſon of his ſecond 


* great Factions, and to leave it peaceable 

throughout. To begin a new e g, 
» Henry, 

* who after the Death of Arthur was Prince of 

Dd. | ali, 


(n) Hif, de Revel, de Ang. par Pere D' Or.. 
Tom, II. p. 341, &. 
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© to leave a Succeſſor every Way agreeable to all | 
© his Subjects; his eldeſt 8 Margaret, * 
© ried to the King of Scots ; and his youngeſt, Mary, 
© betrothed to the then Archduke of Auſiria, whom, 
* at that Time, ſo many Kings regarded,” | 


Vox. II. Ff TaAxrs 
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TaxEs during the Reign of King HENRY VII. | 


N his third Year a large Supply was granted him 
for a War with France; but the Value of it 
uncertain. 

In his ſeventh Year a Benevolence was granted 
by Parliament, for the ſame Purpoſe. 

In his eleventh Year the remaining Arrears there- 
of were collected to the full. 

The next Year he had a Sub/idy of 120,0001, 
beſides two Fifteenths. 

In his nineteenth Year he had an Aid of 36,0001. 
for the Dowry of his eldeſt Daughter, then married 
to the King of Scots. | 

And, in the fame Year, a Sub/idy in Parliament, 
both from the Temporalty and Clergy ; nevertheleſs 
— out Commiſſions for raifing a general Be- 
nevolence, 


TenTHs and FiFTEENTHs have been, and 
will be, ſo often mentioned in the Courſe of this 
Work, that the Reader may well defire an Expla- 
nation of thoſe Terms. r ableſt Lawyers are 
puzzled about it, and the Manner how they were 
collected; what we have met with relating to that 
Affair is not entirely ſatisfactory; becauſe, we pre- 
ſume, they varied with the Times, and were char- 
ged upon Goods and Chattels rather than Land, 
eſpecially in Cities and great Towns. But let the 
following Explanation ſpeak for itſelf. 

A Fifteenth, or Quinzieme, is a Tax of Money, 
laid upon a City, Borough, or other Town, 
throughout the Realm; and fo called, becauſe it 
amounted to a fifteenth Part of that which the City 
or Town had been, of old, valued at : And there- 
fore every. Town knew what a Fifteenth for them- 
ſelves did amount to; which was in Proportion to 
the Land or Circuit about it. Thus Cambaen ſays 
of Bath, Geldebat pro viginti Hidis, Whereas a 
Subſidy was raiſed upon every particular Man's 

Goods, 
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Goods, or Lands, and therefore was uncertain; 
becauſe the Eſtate of every particular Man is un- 
certain (a). 

The laſt Edition of this Law-Di#ionary adds, 
That theſe Rates were taken out of Doom/day- Book, 
in the Exchequer ; as Camden again witneſſes of 
Welles, in Somerſet/hire, thus; Quo Tempore, ut 
teſtatur Cenſualis Anglia Liber, Epiſgapus ipfum 
Oppidum tenuit, quod 205 guinguaginta Hidis gelda- 
vt ; and ſo of other Towns: By which it appears, 
that, of old Time, this ſeemed to be a yearly Tri- 
bute in Certainty : Whereas now, tho' the Rate 
be certain, yet it is not levied but by Parliament. 
To this we may add, That theſe Kinds of Taxa- 
tions were impoſed by the King at his Pleaſure, 
till Edward I. bound himſelf and his Succeſſors, 
from that Time forward, not to leyy it but by 
Conſent of the Realm (6). 


The PRICE of PROVISIONS in the Reign o 
* VII. 4 


N 1485, Wheat fold at 3s. per Buſhel, and 
Bay Salt the ſame Price. Hay, 5 8. per Load. 
In 1489, Oats at 28. per Quarter. —In 1491, 
Wheat, 14s. 8 d. per Quarter.— In 1493, Oats at 
28. and Beans 38. 4d. per Quarter. —In 1494, 
Wheat ſold for only 4 s per Quarter, and the next 
Year only 3s. 4d. But in 1497, it roſe to 20s. 
—In 1498, Hay ſold from 8s. 2d. to 108. and 
128. per Load. The next Year, Wheat fold for 
I]. 48. per Quarter; and in 1504, for 58. 8d. per 
Buſhel.— The next Year a Load of Hay ſold for 
6s. and Oats, 3s. per Quarter, —-In 1506, Oats, 
28. and Beans, 3s. 8d per Quarter. Next Year 
about the ſame Price. —And, in 1508, Oats ſold 
ſor 18. 10 d. per Quarter. 


(a) c Dictionary. (6) See Vol. I, p. 107, and 114. 


The END of the Sgcoxp VQLUME. 


} 
ny 
* 
» 
* p 


